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 WORLD| 
 WEEK IN REVIEW|  

US voices concern at possible arms 
sales talks between Putin and Kim 
The White House expressed alarm at the prospect of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un meeting President 
Vladimir Putin to discuss weapons sales to Moscow.

Such a meeting would follow last month�s visit by 
Sergei Shoigu, the Russian defence minister, to dis-
cuss artillery ammunition sales.

�We have information that Kim Jong Un expects 
these discussions to continue, to include leader-level 
diplomatic engagement in Russia,� said the US 
National Security Council.

The planned visit comes as Ukrainian forces make 
some progress in their counteroffensive to dislodge 
Russian forces, and as both sides in the conflict 
exhaust munitions supplies amid heavy artillery 
shelling.

A retired Colombian soldier charged in the 2021 
assassination of Haitian president Jovenel Moïse 
pleaded guilty in a Miami court. 

GermÆn Rivera, 45, admitted taking part in �a con-
spiracy to kill and kidnap a person outside of the US� 
that resulted in Moïse�s death, according to a plea 
agreement.

US prosecutors said Rivera met co-conspirators in 
person in Haiti and virtually in south Florida.

Haiti is mired in deepening political, security, and 
economic crises as Prime Minister Ariel Henry strug-
gles to contain violent gangs. Up to 200 gangs have 
thrived in the vacuum left by Moïse�s murder, kid-
napping rich and poor alike for ransom while often 
holding up fuel supplies at the main port. 

Spain axes World Cup coach Vilda
in wake of scandal over player kiss

Former Trump adviser Navarro 
convicted on contempt charges

Peter Navarro, former top trade adviser to Donald 
Trump, was convicted of contempt of Congress after 
he failed to comply with a subpoena from lawmakers 
probing the January 6 2021 attack. 

The charges stem from his failure to produce pap -
ers and sit for a deposition. He faces up to a year in 
jail on each of the two counts against him, and a fine 
of up to $100,000 for each count. He has appealed.

Prosecutors said Navarro �chose allegiance� to 
Trump over complying. Navarro�s attorneys said the 
state had not proven he �wilfully� ignored the sub-
poena. Navarro was chief architect of Trump�s trade 
conflicts with Beijing, Canada, Mexico and many 
European countries during his term. 

Spain sacked Women�s World Cup-winning coach Jorge 
Vilda, above, in the aftermath of the scandal leading to 
the suspension of football chief Luis Rubiales, to whom 
he was close. Rubiales kissed player Jenni Hermoso on 
the lips at the medal ceremony in Sydney.

Former soldier in Haitian president 
assassination case pleads guilty 

JAMES POLITI,  JOHN REED
AND HENRY FOY � NEW DELHI

Joe Biden is pushing to secure interna-
tional support to expand the World 
Bank�s lending capacity, as the US comes 
under pressure to fund the fight against 
climate change and offer a viable alter-
native to China�s economic influence. 

The US president and his administra-
tion have placed efforts to enhance the 
financial heft of the multilateral lender 
at the top of the agenda at the G20 lead-
ers� summit in New Delhi this weekend. 

Biden and India�s prime minister, 
Narendra Modi, held bilateral talks
yesterday.

The US plan would enlarge the World 
Bank�s lending capacity for middle-
income and low-income countries by 
$25bn, US administration officials have 
said. That could rise to more than 
$100bn if other nations make similar 
pledges, which is Washington�s goal 
starting at the G20 and in coming weeks. 

�We�re working to make sure other 
partners follow our lead,� said Jake Sulli-
van, US national security adviser. 

While the backing of other nations, 
and the US Congress, is far from guaran-
teed, the need for the administration to 
counter Beijing�s efforts to broaden eco-
nomic alliances is increasingly urgent. 

The recent Brics summit in South 
Africa, as well as a perception in some 
countries that Washington has been 
helping Ukraine at the expense of other 
nations, have put the issue of develop-
ment finance higher on the US agenda. 

Meanwhile, emerging economies 
have been struggling to cope with rising 
interest rates, high energy prices and 
mounting costs associated with climate 
change. That has left them clamouring 
for financing on better terms. 

�It�s not just a question of responding 
to China, it�s a question of addressing 
longstanding global challenges,� Janet 
Yellen, US Treasury secretary, said yes-
terday in New Delhi. �We are hopeful 
that other countries, depending on their 
financial capacity, will join us and we 
can scale that up.�

Sullivan has insisted the plan to 
increase the bank�s coffers was not 
�against China�, but he added it was 
�critical� for countries to have alterna-
tives to Beijing�s Belt and Road Initia-
tive, which has lent on opaque terms. 

The White House has said countries 
such as Colombia, Peru, Jordan, India, 

Indonesia, Morocco, Nigeria, Kenya and 
Vietnam might all benefit from more 
lending from the World Bank.

The Indian presidency of the G20 has 
embraced the plan. 

V Anantha Nageswaran, Modi�s chief 
economic adviser, said: �For multilat-
eral development banks, we cannot 
wish away the 800-pound elephant in 
the room: the financing capability of 
these institutions.�

Part of India�s mission, Nageswaran 
said, was �to strengthen multinational 
development banks by confronting the 
core issues, not ducking them�. 

The plan is set to be in the final com-
muniquØ, in a draft seen by the Finan-
cial Times, which states that the group is 
�working to deliver better, more effec-
tive MDBs [multilateral development 
banks]�.
Additional reporting by Joe Leahy in Beijing

INTERNATIONAL

Economic alliances

Biden seeks World Bank push on China
US eyes support at New 
Delhi meeting for lending 
boost to counter Beijing

�We are 
hopeful 
that other 
countries 
will join us 
and we can 
scale up�
Janet Yellen,
US Treasury 
secretary

AMY KAZMIN AND GIULIANA RICOZZI
ROME  

Italy�s rightwing government has 
agreed an �anti-inflation pact� with 
producers and retailers to hold down 
prices for pasta and other consumer 
staples, as Rome attempts to ease the 
pressure on households reeling from 
higher living costs.

The government said yesterday it would 
launch an �anti-inflation quarter� for 
the three months from the beginning of 
October until the end of the year. While 
the precise details remain fuzzy, the 
pact commits its signatories to try to 
resist raising prices, which have soared 
over the past years following the pan-
demic and Russia�s invasion of Ukraine. 

The pact follows negotiations 
between Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni�s government and Italy�s business 
establishment over what to do about the 
rising cost of staple goods such as pasta. 

Adolfo Urso, the minister of enter-
prises, wrote yesterday on social media 
platform X that Italian businesses were 

engaged �in a collective effort to contain 
the prices of the Italian shopping bas-
ket�. Participating companies will be 
entitled to use stickers and other pro-
motional material with a logo of a shop-
ping cart in the green and red colours of 
the Italian flag.

Urso said the pact, which covers some 
food products and household essentials, 
would �give a definitive blow to infla-
tion� and increase public consumption, 
providing an economic boost.

Italy�s inflation rate was 5.5 per cent in 
the year to August, according to official 
estimates. That is a lot lower than the 
11.9 per cent reached in October 2022. 

The Federation of Italian Food Indus-
tries, which signed the pact, said the 
food industry�s margins fell from 10.3 
per cent in 2019 to 5.7 per cent last year 
owing to higher raw materials costs. 

Massimiliano Dona, president of the 
National Consumers Union, was scepti-
cal about the campaign.

�The government is giving a big gift to 
retailers who will boast that they are the 
saviours of the country,� he said.

Cost of living

Italy�s anti-inflation pact aims 
to keep the lid on pasta prices

logo, the zero represented by a lotus 
flower cradling the globe.

In the months leading up to the sum-
mit, India hosted foreign diplomats in 
60 cities in every corner of the country: 
in May, tourism ministers were taken to 
Srinagar in the restive northern state of 
Jammu and Kashmir; in July, Sherpas 
met in Hampi, a world heritage site in a 
remote part of Karnataka in the south.

�We�ve successfully branded India,� 
said Sujan Chinoy, a former diplomat 
and director-general of the Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analyses, a think-tank close to New 
Delhi. �It�s our soft power, and I see the 
G20 as a huge success for Brand India.�

Organised under the Sanskrit phrase 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, meaning �the 
world is one family�, India has also used 
the presidency to promote its develop-
ment model and elevate voices from 
emerging economies normally excluded 
from the grouping. India�s G20 diplo-
mats have championed homegrown dig-
ital infrastructure, known as the India 
Stack, as part of one of the world�s

largest digital inclusion drives, and pro-
moted the cultivation and consumption 
of millets, a traditional grain abundant 
in India, as a solution to the global need 
for climate-friendly food sources.

In January, Modi hosted about 125 
developing countries at a Voice of Global 
South Summit to hear concerns about 
the G20 agenda, then led a call for the 
grouping to admit the African Union as a 
full member. Indian television has 
framed New Delhi�s role as Vishwaguru 
India, a word meaning world teacher. 

But the run-up has not been festive for 
all New Delhi residents. Before today�s 
op ening, Maya Devi, 65, was pulling up a 
green tarpaulin to obscure the slum 
where her family lives, saying that �the 
authorities have asked us to cover eve-
rything�. Her son, Pravesh Kumar, a 
truck driver, complained that his fam-
ily�s earnings had been reduced by traf-
fic closures but added: �I am happy that 
the city is 100 per cent clean now.�

For all the fanfare, India has failed to 
achieve diplomatic consensus in the 
group, and analysts said it would strug-

gle to secure a fully agreed final declara-
tion. Chinese officials have said little 
officially about what they expect from 
the summit, other than stressing it 
should address international economic 
issues and expressing support for Afri-
can Union membership.

At working groups in the months 
leading up to the summit, Russian and 
Chinese diplomats blocked consensus 
on communiquØs, refusing to endorse 
language condemning Moscow�s 
�aggression� against Ukraine that was 
adopted from last year�s declaration. 

�India, while seeking to play the role 
of bridge-builder, faces an extremely 
difficult task,� said Brahma Chellaney, 
professor of strategic studies at the Cen-
tre for Policy Research in New Delhi. 

Drew Thompson, a China expert at 
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Pol-
icy at the National University of Singa-
pore, said: �The G20 has long outlived 
its usefulness other than as an opportu-
nity for senior leaders to . . . have bilat-
eral meetings on the margins.� 
See The FT View

Summit. Growing influence

India uses G20 to claim global power status

JOHN REED AND JYOTSNA SINGH
NEW DELHI
JOSEPH LEAHY � BEIJING
Prime Minister Narendra Modi�s image 
is everywhere in New Delhi, on roadside 
posters promoting this weekend�s G20 
summit with slogans including Solving 
the Greatest Challenges of the World 
Together and Giving Voice to the Global 
South.

The streets of the Indian capital have 
been swept and closed to most traffic, 
police deployed at its normally unruly 
roundabouts, and slums hidden from 
view in preparation. The Qutb Minar, a 
city landmark, has become a backdrop 
for a night-time light display that boasts 
footage of the recently successful Chan-
drayaan-3 Moon mission blasting off.

US president Joe Biden, UK prime 
minister Rishi Sunak and other leaders 
arrived yesterday for the two-day meet-
ing of leading economies at a time when 
discord between democracies and 
China and Russia and friction over the 
war in Ukraine have dimmed the pros-
pects of multilateral accord. 

Presidents Xi Jinping of China and 
Vladimir Putin of Russia are not attend-
ing. Beijing sent Premier Li Qiang in Xi�s 
place amid tensions with the US and an 
unresolved border dispute with India, 
while foreign minister Sergei Lavrov 
will represent Russia for a second year. 

For India, the event is a crowning dip-
lomatic achievement in a year in which 
it overtook China by population and its 
economy, now the fifth-largest, was am -
ong the world�s fastest-growing, lending 
credence to the idea that New Delhi is a 
rising world power to be reckoned with.

A successful G20 summit would also 
polish Modi�s foreign policy credentials 
ahead of national elections expected 
early next year. 

India has already parlayed its year-
long G20 presidency into an extended 
cultural festival and national branding 
exercise. The government spruced up 
roads and infrastructure in dozens of 
cities that hosted G20 working group 
meetings, and citizens painted count-
less roadside images of the gathering�s 

Event is crowning diplomatic 
achievement for Modi but 
splits and absences cast cloud 

Spruced up: 
workers clean
a New Delhi 
pavement
in front of a 
poster featuring 
Narendra Modi 
and a slogan 
ahead of this 
weekend�s
G20 summit
Manish Swarup/AP

CHRISTOPHER MILLER AND BEN HALL 
KYIV

Elon Musk gave his biographer confi-
dential messages from a top Ukraine 
official without seeking permission, 
revealing exchanges over the entrepre-
neur restricting the Starlink internet 
service to thwart Kyiv�s military.

Ukrainian deputy prime minister 
Mykhailo Fedorov told the Financial 
Times yesterday he was unaware that 
Walter Isaacson had obtained and pub-
lished the messages in a forthcoming 
biography of Musk written with the bil-
lionaire�s full collaboration.

�It�s not very pretty,� Fedorov said. 
�I�ve never shown or talked about our 
correspondence publicly.�

Isaacson relates in his book how Musk 
intervened to cut Ukrainian military 
access for Starlink close to Ukrainian 
territory occupied by Russian forces in 
late September. The intervention scup-
pered a secret Ukrainian naval drone 
attack on Russia�s Black Sea fleet in Sev-
astopol, in occupied Crimea. Musk 

defended the temporary cut in Starlink 
access for some Ukrainian forces with a 
post on his X social media platform on 
Thursday, before the Washington Post 
published Isaacson�s excerpt yesterday. 

�There was an emergency request 
from government authorities to activate 
Starlink all the way to Sevastopol. The 
obvious intent being to sink most of the 
Russian fleet at anchor,� he wrote. 

�If I had agreed to their request, then 
SpaceX would be explicitly complicit in 
a major act of war and conflict escala-
tion.� Musk did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

The biography includes a text mes-
sage exchange where Fedorov pleads 
with Musk to restore the Starlink con-
nections to Ukrainian forces.

�I understand why he published 
these, because I�m telling him how great 
he is and he should save humanity,� 
Fedorov quipped. He appeared shocked 
when shown the Post article by the FT 
but said since the exchange was a year 
old its publication would unlikely have 
operational repercussions.

Starlink request

Musk gave Ukraine official�s 
private messages to biographerMAKE A WISE  
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The youngest in a large family of 10 
siblings and parents who immigrated 
from Algeria, Faïd was raised in a work-
ing-class housing project in Creil, an 
hour north of Paris. In his telling, his 
first theft was at age 6 when he walked 
out of a supermarket �with a caddie full 
of toys and candy�, adding: �By age 12, 
I knew I would make robbery my 
vocation.�

At age 18, when he robbed his first 
bank by taking the director�s family hos-
tage, he and his accomplices wore 
masks of French politicians � a nod to 
the surfer criminals in the 1991 movie 
Point Break. 

He honed his skills and graduated to 
holding up armoured cars, the highest 
challenge for French criminals, said 
Pierrat. �The public fascination with 
him started with the book, but also 
came from how he resembles the fan-
tasy version of a gangster � attractive, 
smart and charming, kind of like George 
Clooney in Ocean�s 11.� 

The second jail break was a family 

affair. His brother Rachid, then a 60-
year-old father with little criminal past 
who worked as a social worker, allegedly 
led the three-person gang that broke 
RØdoine out. At the trial, Rachid justi-
fied his actions by saying prison was �a 
death trap� for his brother, so �I told 
myself I had to do what I had to do�.

Prosecutors say the gang booked a 
helicopter with a pilot at a nearby air-
field, and then hijacked it to force the 
pilot at gunpoint to land in the prison 
courtyard. Rachid and others allegedly 
cut through several metal doors with a 
power saw and liberated their brother. 

It all took about 10 minutes from 
landing to take-off. 

In the courtroom, the judges probed 
Faïd on what drove him first to steal and 
then to flee: was it the money, the adren-
aline, the glory? For once, Faïd appeared 
at a loss for words. 

�It was an infernal spiral,� he said 
slowly. �In the concrete sarcophagus of 
my cell, I felt I could not do any differ-
ently. The ennui provoked the escape.�

High crime: 
police guard the 
helicopter used 
by RØdoine Faïd, 
below, following 
his 2018 escape 
Ian Langsdon/EPA-EFE, 
Olivier Arandel/ EPA-EFE

yesterday pressed him to recognise the 
extreme violence of his acts. �I have no 
blood on my hands,� he exclaimed. But 
he admitted threatening people with 
guns, even if no shots were fired, was 
serious. �I feel bitter regret. I am no 
Snow White.� 

Faïd will probably end his 
days in prison: he is already 
serving more than 50 years for 
several robberies and the first 
prison escape and, if he is con-
victed in the current case, he 
faces a further life sen-
tence. Authorities have 
imposed solitary confinement 
on Faïd for the past decade.

�He is paying for having 
humiliated the state, not once 
but twice,� said Jerome Pier-
rat, a veteran crime journalist 
who co-wrote Faïd�s memoir 
and has remained close with 
him. �His only aim in the cur-
rent trial is to try to get softer 
detention conditions.� 

INTERNATIONAL

LEILA ABBOUD � PARIS 

Sequestered in a glass box in a heavily 
guarded Paris courtroom, RØdoine Faïd 
talked animatedly with his lawyers to 
plot strategy during his trial for an infa-
mous prison break in which he escaped 
in a helicopter.

The scene was a glimpse of the deter-
mination and meticulousness that prob-
ably helped the 51-year old career crimi-
nal, who specialised in hold-ups of 
banks and armoured cars, but is best 
known for his prison breakouts. 

The helicopter breakout in 2018 made 
him the most wanted man in France 
during three months on the run, and not 
for the first time � Faïd had already 
freed himself from another prison five 
years earlier, armed only with a hand-
gun and some homemade explosives. 

In a sign of his notoriety, about a hun-
dred journalists were on hand for Faïd�s 
first day of testimony in which he spoke 
confidently for more than four hours, 
displaying regret, defiance and flashes 
of humour that prompted a rebuke 
from the judge.

�My addiction to liberty has con-
sumed me,� Faïd said in a clear voice as 
he apologised for dragging loved ones 
into criminality. �It has caused major 
damage in my family, and I take respon-
sibility for it all from A to Z.� Two of his 
brothers and three nephews stand 
accused of helping in the escape, along 
with six other defendants. 

The jailbreaks put Faïd in the pan-
theon of flamboyant French criminals 
such as bank robbers Jacques Mesrine 

and Albert Spaggeri, who captured the 
public imagination despite committing 
violent acts in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Prison escapes are uncommon but not 
rare: this week in London, a terror sus-
pect went on the run by clinging on to 
the underside of a van and a prisoner 
used Spider-Man footwork to climb out 
of a jail yard in Pennsylvania.

Faïd stands out for having cultivated 
his fame by co-writing a memoir in 2010 
titled Braqueur [Robber], in which he 
described his rise from a small-time 
criminal in a rough neighbourhood to 
the top ranks of so-called grand ban-
ditisme in France. An avowed movie buff 
who took inspiration for his hold-ups 
from films like Heat and Reservoir Dogs, 
he hoped the book would open doors in 
cinema. 

A smooth talker with a bald pate and 
dark eyes, Faïd vowed his criminal days 
were behind him when he went 
on talk shows to promote the 
book: �My demons are not 
asleep, they are completely 
dead.�

Only a few months later, he 
was involved in planning a 
botched robbery of  an 
armoured car that led to the 
death of a 26-year-old police-
woman in a shootout. He was 
convicted of conspiracy but 
always maintained his inno-
cence in the case, pointing to his 
credo of never injuring or killing 
anyone during hold-ups. 

To counter the mythology of 
the escape artist, prosecutors 

French inmate 
blames �ennui� 
for helicopter 
escape from jail 
Notorious robber stands trial for 
second prison break in a decade

�My 
addiction to 
liberty has 
consumed 
me. It has 
caused 
major 
damage . . .  
[Previous 
crimes 
show] I am 
no Snow 
White� 
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LEILA ABBOUD � PARIS 
SAMUEL AGINI � LONDON

France is gearing up to host millions of 
fans for the Rugby World Cup in a test 
of the readiness of venues, transport 
infrastructure and security ahead of 
the Olympic Games next summer. 

With France billed as one of the favour-
ites alongside Ireland, South Africa and 
New Zealand, President Emmanuel 
Macron will be searching for a patriotic 
boost after a testing political period. In 
July, France was rocked by a week of 
rioting sparked by the police shooting of 

unarmed teenager Nahel Merzouk, just 
as the government was trying to move 
on from months of protests over an 
increase in the retirement age.

�The team is bigger than individuals. 
The nation is bigger than each of us,� 
Macron said during a visit to les Bleus� 
training camp this week, as he stood in a 
circle, arm in arm with the players. 
�Make us proud and happy.�

Some 2.5mn tickets have been sold, 
including 600,000 to overseas visitors, 
for seven weeks of matches across nine 
cities, including Marseille, Nice, Bor-
deaux and Toulouse. France, which will 

be hoping to win their first World Cup, 
kicked off the tournament yesterday 
against New Zealand at the Stade de 
France in Paris. 

While Macron hopes the tournament 
will spark a rare burst of national unity, 
French officials are aware they will face 
intense scrutiny with the summer 
Olympic Games 10 months away. The 
shadow of last year�s chaotic Champions 
League football final in Paris has inten-
sified planning for the rugby tourna-
ment, officials said.

�The image of France was hurt by the 
Champions League mess, and now it 

must show it still has the ability to suc-
cessfully host a big international sport-
ing event,� said Pascal Boniface, head of 
Paris-based think-tank Iris and an 
expert on the politics of sport. 

Interior minister GØrald Darmanin 
has promised that at least 5,000 police 
officers will be deployed on match days, 
and 7,500 for bigger fixtures such as the 
final in late October. �It�s unprece-
dented for a sporting event,� Darmanin 
said.

In Paris, a 40,000-capacity fan zone 
has been built on the Place de la Con-
corde that will feature giant TV screens. 

Sport

Rugby World Cup tests French readiness for Olympic Games

LAURA PITEL � BERLIN

The German Bundestag has passed a 
heavily amended version of a conten-
tious heating law, drawing a line under 
an episode that became a political 
debacle for Olaf Scholz�s ruling coali-
tion and a symbol of the challenges of 
imposing radical environmental laws 
on homeowners.

Parliament approved a watered-down 
version of a plan that originally would 
have amounted to an effective ban on all 
new gas and oil boilers, requiring new 
systems to be powered by a minimum of 
65 per cent renewable energy from
January next year.

The plan, the brainchild of Green 
economy minister and vice-chancellor 
Robert Habeck, was one of Germany�s 
most ambitious pieces of climate legisla-
tion. It was aimed at accelerating the 
shift to heat pumps, solar panels and 
hydrogen boilers as part of a broader 
drive to reach a national target of carbon 
neutrality by 2045.

But a public and political backlash 
against the proposals damaged support 
for Scholz�s coalition government, 
which descended into infighting over 
the issue, helping to fuel the popularity 
of the far-right Alternative for Deutsch-
land.

Habeck agreed to significantly amend 
the draft law after strong objections 
from the liberal Free Democrats, one of 
the partners in the coalition alongside 
Scholz�s Social Democrats and the Green 
party, and a delay imposed by the con-
stitutional court in July. 

The legislation passed by the Bun-
destag yesterday, which is expected to 
clear its final hurdle of approval by the 
16 federal states at the end of Septem-
ber, gives more time for households to 
make the transition, provides addi-
tional subsidies and builds in extra 
exceptions for the elderly and those on 
low incomes.

It also shifts more responsibility on to 
municipalities for the change, exempt-
ing homeowners from the requirement 
to adopt new systems using 65 per cent 
renewables if their local authorities 
have not come up with detailed plans on 
expanding sustainable district heating.

Heating shake-up

Germany 
passes boiler 
reform law

also complicate the US Federal 
Reserve�s job on whether to raise inter-
est rates � already at a 22-year high � 
again this year to cool the economy. 

Alan Detmeister, economist at UBS, 
said he expected to see a �fairly large� 
increase in the consumer price index for 
August when the data is released next 
week because of higher petrol costs. He 
also expects another uptick in Septem-
ber data, released in October.

Slower price rises in other sectors 
might help offset energy-fuelled infla-
tion, but he said oil price movements 
could �easily� return annual US infla-
tion to at least 4 per cent in September, 
compared with 3.2 per cent now. 

The pain is plain at US petrol stations, 
where prices have climbed by almost a 
quarter this year to $3.80 a gallon. That 
remains below the record high of more 
than $5 reached last summer, but still 
60 per cent above their level when 
Biden entered office in January 2021. 

The fuel price inflation has provided 
Biden�s Republican opponents with 
attack lines ahead of next year�s presi-
dential election. They blame the White 
House for prioritising climate policy 
over domestic oil output. 

�They�re using the environment to 
just destroy people. We have liquid gold 
right under our feet. We were making a 
fortune. And then he turned that off,� 
said Donald Trump, the former presi-
dent and Republican primary frontrun-
ner, in a recent Newsmax interview. 

Last year, when a global energy price 
crisis raged following Russia�s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, the White House 
pulled out the stops as petrol prices rose 
towards and above $4 a gallon, consid-
ered a politically sensitive threshold.

Biden implored shale drillers to pump 
more oil and then authorised record vol-
umes of crude stored in federal emer-
gency stockpiles to be unleashed on the 
market to tame a sharp oil price rise.

But those levers are less effective now. 
The once-prolific shale sector is growing 
slowly and the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve has been drawn down to its low-
est level since 1983. The combination 
has helped to tighten oil markets as glo-
bal fuel demand soars, giving Saudi Ara-
bia more sway over prices. 

Chris Christie, the former New Jersey 
governor now running in the Republi-
can primary, suggested that Biden�s cool 
relationship with Riyadh was to blame 
for Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man �making this deal with Russia� to 
cut more oil supply.

Opec observers say the kingdom�s 
position is nuanced, even as speculation 
swirls about the role Riyadh could 
potentially play in a tight US election.

Jake Sullivan, Biden�s national secu-
rity adviser, said on Tuesday after Riy-
adh announced the extra cuts the White 
House would continue �regular engage-
ment with the Saudis�. 

But he noted the �ultimate metric� for 
judging Biden�s success would be �the 
price of a gallon of gas for the American 
consumer�. 

Inflation fears. Bilateral tension

Saudi oil price squeeze 
irritates White House

DAVID SHEPPARD  � LONDON ,  
MYLES MCCORMICK  � HOUSTON 
COLBY SMITH � WASHINGTON
A renewed effort by Saudi Arabia and 
Russia to push the price of oil towards 
$100 a barrel threatens to become 
another headache for President Joe 
Biden as he puts his record on the US 
economy � and thwarting inflation � at 
the centre of his re-election bid. 

Brent crude this week breached $90 a 
barrel for the first time in 2023 after 
Riyadh and Moscow extended supply 
cuts to the end of the year, despite oil 
having rallied 25 per cent since June as 
global demand hits a record high.

The Saudi move to push up oil prices 
also risks reopening a rift between Saudi 
Arabia and Washington just as the US 
pursues a historic deal to normalise 
relations between Israel and the king-
dom, and tries to shore up an alliance 
against Russia at this weekend�s G20 
meeting in India. 

�The Saudis don�t have a lot of friends 
in Washington right now. There�s abso-
lutely the risk that they start to become 
�Exhibit A� if Washington wants to 
blame someone for high pump prices or 
a slowing economy again,� said Raad 
Alkadiri, an analyst at Eurasia Group. 

The extension of the cuts also comes 
at a delicate time domestically for the 
White House, which has highlighted a 
strengthening economy and slowing 
inflation as a sign that �Bidenomics� is 
working.

Pump prices tend to play an outsized 
role in voter perceptions of the econ-
omy, and analysts say a tightening oil 
market could propel crude to $100 a 
barrel before the end of the year, push-
ing fuel costs higher just as inflation 
begins to ease in western economies.

�The danger for the White House is 
that rising gasoline prices have the 
power to reverse the sense that the situ-
ation is improving and inflation is com-
ing down,� said Richard Bronze, co-
founder of consultancy Energy Aspects.

Any further rise in petrol prices could 

Pressure on petrol pump costs 
threatens to undermine Biden 
claims over economic record 

Prices at the pump have risen
during Biden�s term in o�ice
Regular gasoline (� per gallon)

Source: US Energy Information Administration
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ATTRACTA MOONEY � LONDON

The world is off track to tackle climate 
change, remains headed for a tempera-
ture rise of up to 2.6C and needs to take 
urgent action, the first UN assessment 
of global efforts on global warming says.

The UN report on progress by coun-
tries that pledged to cut greenhouse gas 
under the 2015 Paris Agreement found 
there was a vast gap between actions 
planned and what needed to be done.

Despite almost 200 countries promis-

ing to set out plans for net zero emis-
sions, many setting targets by 2050, the 
report said the world was �not on track�. 
Under the pact, it would require action 
to limit warming to well below 2C and 
ideally to 1.5C above pre-industrial lev-
els. The global average surface tempera-
ture is at least 1.1C higher already.

The findings will pile pressure on gov-
ernment leaders at COP28, the UN�s 
annual climate summit, in Dubai later 
this year at a time of increased tension 
over efforts to halt global warming.

Major economies have clashed this 
year over how to tackle climate change, 
with Saudi Arabia one of the key blocks 
to efforts to move from fossil fuels.

China was also accused of using 

�wrecking ball� tactics during talks by 
G20 climate ministers last month. Chi-
nese president Xi Jinping will be notably 
absent from the G20 world leaders gath-
ering in Delhi today to discuss global 
economic, security and climate issues.

The UN report said countries needed 
to be �more ambitious in action� and set 
�more ambitious targets� to cut global 
emissions by the required 43 per cent by 
2030 and by 60 per cent by 2035 com-
pared with 2019 levels, to avert disaster. 

This would mean a �radical� transfor-
mation of systems across all sectors, 
including boosting renewables, ending 
the use of all fossil fuels without the 
emissions captured, cutting methane 
and other greenhouse gases, ending 

deforestation and improving energy 
efficiency, it said.

While renewable energy trends were 
�highly promising�, with costs falling 
sharply for solar, wind and batteries 
between 2010 and 2019, the investment 
in green energy was still not enough.

Global finance for such action was 
about $803bn annually for 2019-20, the 
UN said, but this was less than a third of 
the $3tn annual investment needed to 
limit rises to 2C or 1.5C. Yet about 
$892bn was invested in fossil fuels a 
year, and a further $450bn provided as 
subsidies for fossil fuels annually on 
average in 2019-20, the UN pointed out.

�Dramatic rises in investment in low 
and zero-carbon emission activities and 

technologies will be needed . . . as well 
as disinvestment from emissions inten-
sive activities and technologies,� it said.

Public money would not meet the 
costs, and private sector investment 
would be required, particularly in the 
developing world.

�I urge governments to study the . . . 
report and understand what it means 
for them and the ambitious action they 
must take. It�s the same for businesses 
and other key stakeholders,� said Simon 
Stiell, UN climate change arm chief.

Sultan al-Jaber, the United Arab 
Emirates� president-designate of 
COP28, said the stocktake �provides 
clear direction� for the action needed. 
See Lex

Paris Agreement

UN demands bigger effort on climate goals 
Report calls for countries 
to be more ambitious in 
cutting greenhouse gas

ELENI VARVITSIOTI � ATHENS

Extreme rainfall and flooding have 
claimed the lives of at least 10 people in 
central and northern Greece after 
Storm Daniel swept across the region 
for three consecutive days, causing bil-
lions of euros of damage, destroying 
properties and leaving large areas 
without electricity and water.

Hundreds of people, waiting to be evac-
uated as floodwaters exceeded two 
metres in some areas, were found 
stranded in their homes yesterday. 
Since the floods started on Tuesday, 
more than 1,900 rescues have taken 
place in Thessaly, the main region hit, 
and the wider area, said the fire depart-
ment, while more than 6,000 calls for 
help were recorded.

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
visited the region yesterday, reassuring 
local authorities �we will do everything 
humanly possible� to help affected 
areas. He also stressed he would mobi-
lise �whatever resources are available� 
from the EU to assist recovery works. 

The floods followed two weeks of 
large-scale wildfires in north-eastern 
Greece, intensifying concerns about 
extreme weather patterns caused by cli-
mate change across southern Europe. 
The wildfires were the largest recorded 
in the EU to date, said the EU�s Coperni-
cus monitoring service. Storm Daniel 
also hit areas of Turkey and Bulgaria. 

Kostas Agorastos, governor of Thes-
saly, told state broadcaster ERT that the 
damage caused by the storm was valued 
at more than  2bn.

�The recording of the damages will 
begin immediately [as will] compensa-
tion for the houses that have been 
destroyed,� Mitsotakis said at a meeting 
with mayors in Karditsa, one of the 
worst-hit towns in the region.

Officials said the rainfall over one 12-
hour period, more than 700 tonnes per 
acre, was nearly double the amount that 
usually falls on Athens in one year. More 
evacuation orders were issued yester-
day to mobile phones, warning that the 
Pineios river was overflowing. The 
Thessalian plain is Greece�s main agri-
cultural breadbasket. 

Extreme weather 

Northern and 
central Greece 
devastated by 
Storm Daniel 

Police investigations, �ghost 
screenings� and political intrigue; it 
has all the ingredients of the darkly 
original films that South Korea is 
famous for. But the drama in Seoul 
involves the industry itself, and 
claims that the box office figures of 
hundreds of films have been inflated.

The anti-corruption unit of the 
Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency has 
in recent months raided three 
multiplex chains, CGV, Megabox and 
Lotte Cinema, and three distributors 
and referred 69 people to prosecutors 
for possible charges over allegations 
cinemas and distributors colluded to 
exaggerate ticket sales for more than 
323 films over the past five years.

The agency said up to 2.67mn 
theatre admissions have been forged 
for films such as 2021 disaster 
blockbuster Emergency Declaration 
and 2022 crime thriller Hot Blooded. 

While South Korea�s flourishing 
film industry has gained international 
acclaim, culminating in director Bong 
Joon-ho winning the Academy Award 
for Best Picture in 2020 for his dark 
comedy, Parasite, its home market has 
been struggling since the pandemic.

Unlike in other developed markets, 
the top box office metric in South 
Korea is admissions, not revenue. 
Tickets are often given away or sold 
cheaply to distributors and corporate 
sponsors to bolster attendance and 
box office rankings, resulting in early-
morning or late-night ghost 
screenings. This allows producers to 
surpass the 10mn admissions 
threshold they see as success.

�Sales at theatres dropped during 

the pandemic and [cinema chains] 
began to demand many promotions,� 
said director Goh Young-jae, who 
heads distributor Indie Plug. �As a 
distributor, it is hard to turn down 
their requests, given our concern 
about getting proper screen time.�

�It is an open secret in the industry 
that theatres and distributors issue 
and buy lots of promotional tickets to 
drive initial sales, which is key for a 
movie�s performance,� said a local 
film director. �The practice got worse 
during the pandemic.�

Industry executives alleged that the 
probe was partly triggered by the 
unexpected popularity of The Red 
Herring, a crowd-funded 
documentary about former justice 
minister Cho Kuk, who tried to 
reform prosecutors� offices. Police 
said attendance figures were lower 
than reported at the screenings. �The 
probe seems politically motivated,� 
said Oh Dong-jin, a film critic. 

The culture ministry has asked the 
state-run Korean Film Council in 
charge of collecting local box office 
data to improve transparency. �The 
controversy over box office rigging 
has undermined public confidence in 
the local film industry,� said culture 
minister Park Bo-gyoon last month. 
�The industry needs to . . . restore 
public confidence.�

Promotional screenings count for 
less than 5 per cent of overall 
admissions, the Korean Film Council 
estimates. 

�It is time to follow the global 
standard, as the Korean film industry 
has globalised,� said Oh. Song Jung-a

South Korea 
Film sector hit 
by box office 
rigging claims 

Plot thickens: a scene from the 
2021 disaster blockbuster, 
�Emergency Declaration�
TCD/Prod.DB/Alamy
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Literary translation, wrote Edith Gross-
man in 2010, helps us �to see from a 
different angle, to attribute new value 
to what once may have been unfamiliar. 
As nations and as individuals, we have 
a critical need for that kind of under-
standing and insight.�

Grossman, who has died aged 87, was 
one of the English-speaking world�s 
pre-eminent literary translators, and 
one of translation�s great champions. 
She built her early career on Latin 
American fiction, becoming the voice 
of Gabriel García MÆrquez and Mario 
Vargas Llosa, before cementing her 
reputation with a highly acclaimed 
Don Quixote. Her slate of translatees also 
included ̀ lvaro Mutis, Mayra Montero, 
Augusto Monterroso and Antonio 
Muæoz Molina. That�s just the M�s.

Born Edith Marion Dorph, in Phila-
delphia in 1936, she studied Spanish 
at high school before majoring in the 
subject at the University of Pennsylva-
nia. Her doctorate from New York Uni-
versity (on Nicanor Parra) was awarded 
in 1972, the same year she received her 
first translation commission: a story 
by the Argentine writer Macedonio 
FernÆndez. For some years, she 
combined translation with part-time 

teaching at various New York colleges. 
She said that she just moonlighted as 
a translator, and her �sunlight job� was 
as a college instructor.

By the time she turned her focus to 
translation full-time in 1990, Grossman 
had embarked on one of her career-
defining professional relationships. 
Gabriel García MÆrquez�s previous work 
had been translated by the brilliant 
Gregory Rabassa; but in the mid-1980s, 
Grossman was offered the job of recreat-
ing his latest. This translation was Love 
in the Time of Cholera (1988), and Gross-
man would remain García MÆrquez�s 
translator till his death 26 years later. 
By the mid-1990s, she had adopted 
Mario Vargas Llosa as her other most 
consistent collaborator. (He would also 
become her second Nobel laureate.)

It was García MÆrquez who called her, 
five books into their relationship, to say, 
�I hear you�re two-timing me with 
[Miguel de] Cervantes.� She�d first read 
the 17th-century novelist as a teenager, 
in Samuel Putnam�s (then new) transla-
tion. But having built her experience 
on contemporary Latin Americans 
rather than Golden-Age Iberians, when 
invited to write a new English Don Quix-
ote, she apparently asked the publisher, 

�Do you have the right Grossman?�
Literary translations are never 

definitive, but if ever one came close, it 
was Grossman�s Quixote. Published in 
2003, it was sharp-witted, sensitive, 
nimble, mischievous and full of life. Its 
translator � not incidentally � was all 
those things, too. Grossman often used 
Quixote to exemplify the chains of 
influence that translation could enable: 
Cervantes to William Faulkner to García 
MÆrquez to Salman Rushdie.

Cervantes would be followed by more 
Spaniards, exquisite translations rang-
ing from Luis de Góngora�s The Solitudes 
to Carmen Laforet�s Nada. The former 
is a fiendishly complex 17th-century 
poem that she began to translate, 
unusually, without a publisher contract; 
the latter is blazing mid-20th-century 
prose. Grossman had serious range.

Through much of her career, 
Grossman taught literature courses and 
translation workshops � both regularly 
and occasionally � at NYU, at Columbia 
University, at the 92nd Street Y and 
beyond. She befriended and supported 
fellow translators; for those of us who 
were lucky enough to enjoy the generos-
ity of her friendship and wisdom, there 
were margaritas at the regular place 

around the corner, or wine in her Upper 
West Side home. (Though her youth was 
spent elsewhere, �Edie� seemed to have 
been always a New Yorker.) 

A charismatic and entertaining 
public speaker, she was passionate 
about her reverence for text (she rarely 
researched her writers outside it), about 
the importance of listening and about 
�the enormous pleasure of delving into 
writing by brilliant authors�.

Grossman knew the value of her 
work. She fought for appropriate credit 
and remuneration, a battle translators 
continue to benefit from. The name-on-
the-cover celebrity she achieved was 
even rarer then than it is now. In Why 
Translation Matters (2010), a slim, high-
voltage volume, she defended transla-
tion as a necessary art, a way to expand 
a language and to allow writers to 
apprentice themselves to other writers. 

Why does translation matter? Edith 
Grossman leaves a legacy � in her 
books, in her influence on students, 
peers and readers � to answer that 
question. She was married to Norman 
Grossman from 1965 to 1984; she is 
survived by two sons, and by many of 
her fortunate writers. 
Daniel Hahn 

Charismatic as a
public speaker, she was 
passionate about her 
reverence for text

She was sharp-witted, sensitive, 
nimble, mischievous and full of life

traded companies which count Bill Ack-
man and Len Blavatnik among their 
investors � are under pressure to keep 
up momentum. 

Until recently, major label streaming 
revenue had been growing at a roaring 
pace, with quarterly sales rising 
between 20 and 40 per cent year over 
year. But about a year ago, growth 
slowed considerably. 

In 2022, the major labels� streaming 
revenue was up only 5 per cent from the 
year before, reaching $13.2bn, accord-
ing to Midia. Within Spotify, the major 
labels� share of listening has been erod-
ing, from 85 per cent of streams in 2018 
to 75 per cent last year. 

Universal Music executives say that 
the problems they are addressing are 
existential, and, having learnt their les-
sons from the throes of the piracy era, 
they are acting early. Michael Nash, 
UMG�s chief digital officer, tells the FT: 
�this is fixing the roof while the sun is 
still shining�. 

The Universal playbook
The sunny state of the music industry in 
2023 is a far cry from the dark years at 
the turn of the millennium.

Then, illegal downloads available 
through sites like Limewire almost 
destroyed the music business, and for 

more than a decade there was no viable 
solution in sight. 

In the mid-2000s, as a crop of new 
music services emerged attempting to 
fix the piracy problem, Universal Music 
saw an opportunity to flex its muscles. 
Grainge�s controversial 2012 purchase 
of the ailing label EMI gave UMG a mar-
ket share of around 40 per cent. This 
unprecedented concentration of power 
made Grainge the one person anyone 
hoping to launch a music platform 
needed to get past. 

�The UMG playbook started then,� 
says Mark Mulligan, analyst at Midia. 
�That was when Universal first started 
understanding it could have a market-
shaping role.�

Everything changed with the advent 
of Spotify, which was created in 2008 
and launched in the US in 2011. While 
some music incumbents were sceptical, 
Grainge struck a licensing deal with 
Spotify founder Daniel Ek.

The financial model was simple. Sub-
scribers pay Spotify $10 a month to lis-
ten to music online. Spotify pools all the 
money it receives from subscribers 
together into one pot, and then divides it 
up according to each musician�s share of 
listening. Spotify and other streaming 
services pay about two-thirds of every 
dollar they make back out in royalties.

FT BIG READ. ENTERTAINMENT

Universal�s new deal to grant its artists higher streaming royalties is set to reshape the industry � and 
underscores how the major labels have successfully remade themselves throughout the digital era.

By Anna Nicolaou

The music industry plays on
but also towards UMG, which controls 
nearly a third of the world�s music and 
takes a percentage of the income of 
superstars including Taylor Swift, 
Drake and The Weeknd. 

This week�s news prompted JPMorgan 
to raise its stock forecast for UMG, esti-
mating that, if broadly adopted, this 
new payment system would lift sub-
scription revenue by 9 per cent. 

Deezer plans to implement these new 
payment terms from October. UMG 
executives hope to announce deals with 
other streamers in the coming months. 
Collectively, these streaming services 
pay the music industry $25bn in royal-
ties a year, the backbone of the modern 
music business. 

It�s no mystery where the balance of 
power lies. �The labels control every-
thing,� says David Turner, a former 
SoundCloud executive who was 
involved in the platform�s work with 
UMG earlier this year. �If you don�t have 
the UMG catalogue, then your entire 
business collapses. You can�t have Spot-
ify without Taylor Swift or Drake, so you 
kind of always have to listen to what 
Lucian Grainge says.�

Now, the music industry wants to 
press that advantage. The streaming 
boom is slowing, and Universal Music 
and rival Warner Music � both publicly 

�The labels 
control 
everything. 
If your 
streaming 
platform 
doesn�t have 
the UMG 
catalogue, 
then the 
entire 
business 
collapses�

Lucian Grainge 
has struck a deal 
with Deezer that 
will guarantee 
better streaming 
royalties for 
Universal 
artists, who 
include 
Kendrick 
Lamar, Billie 
Eilish and 
Rihanna 
FT montage/Getty Images/
Dreamstime
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An icon of her 
craft who was 
the voice of 
great writers
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1936-2023

This simplicity had been a virtue. 
Every stream was counted equally. But 
it has also fostered financial incentives 
to game the system, with an emphasis 
on racking up huge volumes of streams. 
JPMorgan analysts found that if some-
one uploaded their own 30-second 
track to Spotify, and then put it on 
repeat 24 hours a day, they could receive 
$1,200 a month in royalties. 

Executives estimate that as much as 
10 per cent of all music streams are 
�fake� � deriving from streaming 
farms, where heaps of devices run serv-
ices like Spotify on loop. 

Spotify told the FT earlier this year: 
�Artificial streaming is a longstanding, 
industry-wide issue that Spotify is 
working to stamp out.� 

Setting the agenda
The deal announced this week could 
help put an end to this kind of content 
farming. But it also underscores just 
how successfully UMG has navigated 
the turbulence of the digital age. Valued 
at  6.4bn just 10 years ago, JPMorgan 
this week said it �sees upside� to a 
 100bn valuation for UMG.

Much depends on UMG now getting 
other streamers on board quickly � 
especially Spotify, the unequivocal 
leader in streaming. 

Publicly, Ek has not exactly endorsed 
UMG�s �artist-centric� model. When 
asked about it on a July earnings call, the 
Swedish billionaire said that the artist-
centric approach �seldom leads to these 
gigantic differences that most people 
perceive it to do�. 

�Obviously this is a big contention,� 
he added. �How do we make the eco-
nomic model fair for as many partici-
pants on the platform?�

Yet the two sides struck a new deal 
over the summer, and UMG made Spot-
ify�s participation in the �artist-centric� 
process a stipulation of that agreement, 
according to people familiar with the 
matter. A Spotify spokesperson 
declined to comment. Apple and Ama-
zon are said to be further away from 
agreeing a new deal.

Early results from Deezer will be 
instructive. Deezer is a small player in 
music streaming, representing only 1 or 
2 per cent of the market, but it is domi-
nant in France, making it a useful test-
run for wider adoption. �It�s hard to get 
large organisations like Apple, Amazon, 
Google to move. Spotify is too large and 
afraid to do something to threaten their 
position. So we moved first,� Deezer�s 
Folgueira summarises. 

Some observers say UMG�s early suc-
cess in its quest to reshape the business 
is a show of the enduring power of the 
handful of large conglomerates who 
have ruled the industry for decades. 

Even as technology giants have taken 
over distribution, the major record 
companies � who are a tiny fraction of 
the size of Apple or Amazon � have 
managed to preserve their grip, as per-
sonified by Grainge, whose hold over the 
landscape resembles Bob Iger�s seat 
atop Hollywood. 

�If you are a record label, artist, song-
writer or publisher, there is a lot of exis-
tential angst at the moment. You�re a 
slave to the algorithm�, says Midia�s 
Mulligan. �This is a way of saying to the 
marketplace, both in terms of investors 
and [streamers]: actually, rightsholders 
can still set the agenda.�

Spotify�s algorithm 
has been gamed by 
�streaming farms� 
which play selected 
tracks on loop to 
extract royalties

I n early January, Lucian Grainge 
returned from the holidays and 
fired off his New Year�s memo to 
Universal Music Group�s staff. 

As chief executive of the world�s 
biggest music label, Grainge holds a sin-
gular role in the industry, making his 
annual greeting something of a �state of 
the union� for the business. In recent 
history, it has been a jolly message. After 
a long era of destruction, the music 
industry has been growing for eight con-
secutive years. 

The beginning of this year�s email 
resembled previous iterations, listing 
examples of UMG�s utter dominance of 
the music charts. But after a brief vic-
tory lap, Grainge�s tone swung to the 
sound of an alarm. �Bad actors . . . have 
been swooping in�, he warned. 

The very streaming innovations that 
brought the music industry back to life 
were now �flooded� with content that 
�can barely pass for music,� he wrote. 
But under current royalty agreements, 
every recording is treated the same. �We 
need an updated model.� 

This week, that model for music 
streaming arrived. After several months 
of negotiations, and increasing ques-
tions from investors, UMG introduced 
the first significant changes to the roy-
alty system since Spotify debuted in 
2008. 

The deal with French streaming serv-
ice Deezer will divert more royalty 
money towards professional artists � 
defined as those whose work draws at 
least 1,000 streams a month � and away 
from bots and white noise soundtracks. 
It pays more for songs and artists that 
listeners actively seek out. 

Industry participants say this is a big 
moment, with UMG in effect pulling 
other major labels and platforms into a 

new phase of streaming. �This is the big-
gest change to the model in 15 years,� 
says Jeronimo Folgueira, Deezer�s chief 
executive. 

Music tends to be an early candidate 
for disruption. Illegal file-sharing began 
eating into the music market after Nap-
ster launched in 1999, long before Netf-
lix�s streaming service would start to 
rattle television. While the recording 
industry�s peers in Hollywood are still in 
the middle of a painful transition, with 
traditional television in freefall and a 
once-in-a-generation labour strike rag-
ing, music companies have arrived at a 
more mature phase of streaming. 

Yet executives now believe the terms 
they laid out with streaming platforms 
more than a decade ago � when the 
industry was in a state of desperation � 
are outdated. �Music is the only indus-
try where all streams are valued exactly 
the same, regardless of the quality,� says 
Folgueira. �A 30-second YouTube video 
is not worth as much as an episode of 
Game of Thrones.�

Technology is also threatening to tear 
apart their business again � this time, in 
the form of artificial intelligence that 
can make Frank Sinatra�s voice sing 
Coolio�s �Gangsta�s Paradise.� JPMorgan 
warns that if left unchecked, Spotify�s 
platform could become littered with 
hundreds of millions of low quality AI-
generated songs. UMG�s �artist-centric� 
model will dissolve the financial incen-
tives for these AI tracks to proliferate, 
analysts say. 

Grainge�s proposed solution will 
direct more money towards musicians 

  9%  
How much the new 
payment system 
could lift revenues 
if broadly adopted

   100bn 
JPMorgan�s 
�upside� valuation 
for UMG made
this week
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pressure. His title: �Give me salt, or 
give me death� is unfortunately only 
too true for too many people.
Dr John Warren
Ipswich, Suffolk, UK

Filmic focus on two very 
different Italian leaders
The new Italian TV series Exterior Night 
(Life & Arts, August 19) brings us back 
to the anni di piombo, Italy�s �years of 
lead�, centred on the seemingly 
preventable slaughter of Aldo Moro. A 
man of goodwill and an able leader, his 
death prompts strong reactions, even 
45 years later.

I also call to your attention Il Divo, 
Paolo Sorrentino�s 2008 biopic on 
Giulio Andreotti, another Italian prime 
minister. Il Divo is of much the same 
period and covers similar themes of 
political expediency and assassination, 
but built around Andreotti�s career and 
infamy. He both preceded and 
succeeded Moro�s last term as prime 
minister. Il Divo shows Andreotti as a 
more subtle sort of scheming villain. 
Allen Tobias
New York, NY, US

Let AI spacecraft bootstrap 
their way to the stars
Reading Clive Cookson�s books review 
on deep space exploration (Life & Arts, 
September 2), I recall the Astronomer 
Royal Martin Rees observed that 
disease-prone, shortlived beings aren�t 
best designed for environments with 
extreme (or no) gravity, foul 
atmospheres, or intense radiation, and 
that we might need to evolve into a 
more robust biological species. 

Might it not be preferable to dispatch 
emissaries: swarms of tiny, self-
replicating, AI-piloted spacecraft that 
would, over centuries, bootstrap their 
way to the stars? Although beyond our 
current technological capabilities, 
these von Neumann probes should not 
violate any basic physical laws.

Although we might hope to spread 
(our type of) civilisation through this 
modest neighbourhood, it is unlikely 
that our biological eyes will ultimately 
behold �attack ships on fire off the 
shoulder of Orion� � to quote Rutger 
Hauer�s famous line from Blade Runner.
Kanad Chakrabarti
London E2, UK

Talking Tamil is rare for 
this US-based expatriate
Regarding Nilanjana Roy�s piece on the 
pleasures of bilingual reading (Life & 
Arts, August 26) I grew up in a Tamil 
household in Madras. With my 
siblings, I was sent to English tutoring 
at an early age. Our parents believed 
this would enhance our opportunities 
as we grew up. 

Now living in the US, there are less 
chances to speak Tamil. As the adage 
goes, if you don�t use it, you lose it. The 
sad part is, even when I meet someone 
who speaks Tamil, we end up talking in 
English. 
Sully Ahamed
Mystic, CT, US

A boast or an apology � 
the French connection 
I see the subheading on Chris Giles�s 
story about the statistical revisions to 
UK growth reads: �Recovery strong as 
France�s� (FT Weekend, September 2). 
Is that a boast or an apology?
Colin Baker
Llangynidr, Powys, UK 

the climate emergency and state 
obligations to protect human rights. 
Key among them is the obligation of 
states and private companies in their 
territories to ensure climate resilience.

Resilience encompasses adaptation, 
essential in the current climate 
emergency, especially for the most 
vulnerable communities and regions. It 
also encompasses mitigation to reduce 
climate pollutants since the planet is 
already too hot and will soon pass 
irreversible tipping points that render 
adaptation futile. 

The court will have an opportunity to 

develop a concept of harm 
commensurate with the existential 
threat of climate change, and to 
interpret the fundamental human right 
to life in that context to entail the right 
to resilience � as the principle of 
effectiveness requires.

This would oblige states to adopt 
measures to keep the planet from 
heating more than 1.5C above 
pre-industrial levels, including policies 
to slow the rate of near-term warming, 
self-amplifying feedback loops and 
tipping points. The first steps will cover 
cuts to methane and other shortlived 

super climate pollutants, and a halt to 
the destruction of forests and other 
carbon sinks. 

Mandatory obligations to protect the 
climate must replace the planetary 
malpractice that has governed the 
behaviour of states and companies. 
Humankind can no longer rely on 
voluntary commitments that, as 
experience shows, not only remain 
unfulfilled, but have put us on a path to 
collective suicide.
Romina Picolotti
President, Centre for Human Rights and 
Environment, Córdoba, Argentina

A  few years ago, Simmone 
Taitt started a for-profit 
counselling company 
called Poppy Seed to 
help women and new 

mothers suffering from mental 
health challenges around pregnancy, 
such as miscarriage and post-partum 
depression.

If she had done this a couple of 
decades earlier, the American 
entrepreneur might have focused on 
face-to-face counselling or telephone 
calls. But because we live in a digital 
age, Taitt explored whether online 
support could work instead. That 
delivered a surprise. Although she had 
assumed clients would want to do 
counselling by video conferencing or 
phone, her market research showed 
they actually preferred to text.

While texting is a relatively 
laborious process and can feel 
fragmented, it has an advantage: 
women can dispatch short messages 
to a therapist whenever they feel 
desperate, say in the middle of the 
night, without waking anyone else up. 
That is handy if you have an infant.

�There is benefit in what I call 
expert anonymity [from a therapist]. 
You don�t have to show up if you want 
help, but you can just chat with 
someone who is not in your network 
and who can give you practical tips 
you need in acute moments,� explains 
Taitt. She points out a grim, little-
known statistic about motherhood in 
the US: suicide is the biggest cause of 
death in young mothers.

Between April 2021 and 2023, 

Poppy Seed has logged 4mn minutes� 
worth of text-time (with each 
interaction lasting an average 37 
minutes). But it is not the only group 
riding this trend. Last summer, the 
US government launched a revamped 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 
which introduced a text-based option. 
This followed appeals from the Trevor 
Project, a non-profit aimed at 
preventing suicide among LGBT+ 
youth. Like Poppy Seed, it has found 
that the people it wants to help often 
prefer text communications.

There are other text-based services, 
such as Crisis Text Line (a US 
non-profit offering free mental health 
support) or Shout 85258 in the UK 
(a suicide prevention line). The 
latter arranged almost 2mn text 
conversations during the pandemic, 
Victoria Hornby, head of Mental 
Health Innovations, which runs Shout, 
tells me. She thinks it appeals to users, 
who tend to be young, often LGBT+ 
and/or cognitively diverse, because it 
is private, easy to access and gives 
people �more control� over the tempo 
of the interaction.

To some Gen-Xers like me, who did 
not grow up with mobile phones, this 
might seem a little shocking. My 
generation was raised to believe face-
to-face contact was best for difficult or 
important conversations, followed by 
telephone calls. I find it weird that my 
teens prefer to communicate through 
endless texts than pick up the phone.

There is a large body of evidence 
from psychologists that appears to 
support Gen-Xers� instincts. Most 

notably, studies show, when people 
hold conversations, communication 
occurs not via the dialogue�s content, 
but through the tone of voice, body 
language and reactive functions. That 
cannot be imparted via the written 
word, as anyone who has caused 
offence with an ill-judged text knows.

Psychologists suspect the migration 
to digital communications is a factor 
exacerbating the rise of mental health 
problems. Jonathan Haidt at New 
York University has repeatedly argued 
that teenage depression, self-loathing 
and isolation have surged in tandem 
with mobile phone use. My colleague 
John Burn-Murdoch has documented 
similar trends, as has the US chief 
medical officer, Vivek Murthy.

But history shows innovation is 
a double-edged sword. Dashing into 
cyber space can create isolation, 
bullying and depression, but texts can 
also deliver good, as Poppy Seed and 
Shout show. Lockdowns made us all 
communication omnivores, jumping 
between platforms at different times 
for different needs. Some teens I know 
who are getting help for depression 
use face-to-face therapy, but also rely 
on Zoom, supplemented with texts. 
�It depends how I feel,� says one.

By pointing this out I do not mean 
to minimise the negative aspects of 
digitisation on mental health. But the 
next time you feel tempted to decry 
the impact of tech on our lives, 
remember the upsides. The digital 
genie is not going back in the bottle, 
so the question is how do we harness 
the good to reduce the bad?

Texting out 
an SOS: the 
surprising 
rise of digital 
counselling

Notebook
by Gillian Tett

Salty headline wields a 
deadly double meaning
Tim Hayward�s wonderful food column 
is a highlight of the weekend. �How 
damn good salt makes things taste� is a 
fair point (Spectrum, August 26). 

But this piece also strays into the 
public health arena, in particular the 
100,000 strokes per year that occur in 
the UK. The greatest preventable risk 
for cardiovascular disease is smoking- 
related heart attacks; the second is 
dietary salt, in particular for stroke. 

Stroke, at the population level, is 
largely explained by high blood 
pressure, which in turn is largely 
explained by dietary salt. Daily sodium 
chloride (salt) intake is around 10gm/
day in both Europe and the US. Cutting 
this to 5gm/day of salt (2gm/day of 
sodium) would save millions of lives 
worldwide. 

Hayward is right that not everyone 
has salt-sensitive blood pressure and 
the answer is for chefs to be aware of 
the public health issue, cut salt in 
recipes and provide salt cellars on the 
table for those among us who are 
fortunate to have normal or low blood 

Philippe Sands (Opinion, September 2) 
is spot on in analysing the climate case 
brought by six young Portuguese in the 
European Court of Human Rights, and 
in arguing that the �effectiveness 
principle� should carry the day. This 
requires parties to the European 
Convention on Human Rights to 
respect our rights in ways that are 
�practical and effective�, not merely 
�theoretical and illusory�. 

The Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, based in San JosØ, Costa Rica, 
will analyse a similar case when it 
issues an advisory opinion next year on 

Time for states to adopt mandatory climate commitments
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Widening 
divisions mean 
the event may 
fail, as it never 
has before, to 
agree a joint 
communiquØ

The G20 has flaws but the world still needs it
Xi and Putin�s absence and 
splits on Ukraine raise 
questions over viability
In the dark days of April 2009, the G20 
summit became a turning point in the 
global financial crisis. Leaders agreed on 
joint initiatives and measures worth 
$1.1tn to boost trade and bolster strug-
gling economies. The group of 19 big 
developed and developing markets and 
the EU was hailed as a forum for eco-
nomic co-operation that could supplant 
the western-dominated G8.

Reality has fallen short of that vision. 
The fracturing of the multilateral sys-
tem, growing US-China tensions and 
Russia�s invasion of Ukraine have 
sapped the G20 even as the need for it 
has grown. There is little surprise that 
Russia�s Vladimir Putin will be absent 
from this year�s annual summit, in New 
Delhi, for the second year running. But 
China�s Xi Jinping is staying away for the 

first time. And widening divisions over 
the Ukraine war mean the event may 
also fail, as it never has before, to agree a 
joint communiquØ � posing questions 
over the G20�s prospects.

That will not prevent progress in 
some areas. Championed by India�s 
prime minister Narendra Modi, the 
African Union is expected to become a 
G20 member, expanding the voice of the 
developing world. This is despite dis-
quiet in some quarters that admitting 
such a disparate organisation could 
make the G20 unwieldy. Important 
work has been done under the Indian 
presidency on reform of multilateral 
development banks, climate finance 
and developing country debt.

Even if the summit does manage to 
agree on a joint text, it will almost cer-
tainly involve watering down the 
already nuanced language on Russia�s 
aggression in Ukraine agreed at last 
year�s Bali summit. Modi had hoped to 
import the same wording, but the fact 
some developing countries are balking 

� accusing the west of escalating the 
conflict by arming Ukraine � highlights 
the depths of the G20 divide.

What happens in Ukraine and Russia 
will determine, to some extent, whether 
the group can be revivified. So will the 
attitude of China. Officials suggest Xi�s 
absence this year reflects Beijing�s 
rivalry and a bitter border dispute with 
New Delhi, rather than any long-term 
move to distance itself from the group. 
India�s attempts to cast itself as a leader 
of the developing world have irked 
China, which aspires to the same role. Xi 
has little wish to share the spotlight with 
Modi, who has seized on the G20 presi-
dency as an opportunity to promote his 
country, and himself.

Xi�s non-appearance, though, comes 
just weeks after China led a push to 
expand the Brics group of emerging 
economies to include six more coun-
tries. There is a danger of bifurca-
tion between the wealthy democra-
cites of the G7 and an enlarged Brics 
that has little in common save an

ambition to reshape the US-led order.
The absence of China�s president 

opens space, too, for Joe Biden of the US 
and other western leaders to demon-
strate their own commitment to sup-
port, and heed, the developing world. It 
is an opportunity they should seize.

Yet China and India share a desire to 
revamp global political and financial 
governance to make it more representa-
tive of emerging economies � and 
reform of the postwar Bretton Woods 
institutions is overdue. It is in China�s 
interest, as much as in India�s, to try to 
achieve its aims by engaging construc-
tively in a gathering with the US and 
other big developed economies, rather 
than through an anti-western bloc.

In an era of new superpower rivalries 
and the existential threat of climate 
change, it is in the global interest, too, 
for leaders of large but often antagonis-
tic economies to sit down for �jaw-jaw�. 
The G20 has many flaws and inadequa-
cies. But, aside from the dysfunctional 
UN, it is the best forum we have.

Early data suggested the UK
was one of the pandemic�s
losers both for health and
economic performance...

...using revised GDP data and
more robust mortality figures,
we now know Britain was
much closer to the average
on both measures

Sources: FT analysis of Economist Excess Deaths Tracker and OECD Revisions Analysis Dataset
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up 0.15 percentage points higher than 
first thought. The Germans go up by 
0.07 on average, the French by 0.04, 
while the Americans, ever optimistic, 
typically end up revising their esti-
mates down by 0.11 percentage points.

In other words, next time you hear a 
set of quarterly growth figures, it 
wouldn�t be unreasonable to mentally 
add 0.15 to the UK one and subtract 
0.11 from the US.

This may all sound like nerdy 
detail, but it matters because people 
graft strong narratives on to this 
remarkably flimsy data. Britain was 
the only G7 economy yet to rebound 
past pre-Covid levels until it wasn�t. 
Ireland is booming, apparently, except 
its actual individual consumption 
per capita � a much better measure of 
living standards than GDP � has fallen 
steadily from just above the western 
European average in 2007 to 10 per 
cent below last year.

And the phenomenon is not exclu-
sive to economic data. Two years ago, 
progressives critical of the govern-
ment�s handling of the pandemic took 
to calling the UK �Plague Island�, 
citing Britain�s reported Covid death 
rates, which were among the highest in 
the developed world. But with the 
benefit of hindsight, we know that 
Britain was simply better at counting 
its deaths than most countries.

Once the dust had settled, the UK 
was in the middle of the pack for 
pandemic mortality. It was not simply 
that two years ago Britain was faring 
badly and then things improved: 
Britain had always been faring better 
than the initial data suggested.

A rare example of careful analysts 
refusing to allow flimsy data to shape 
the narrative came in the US last year, 
when the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research�s business cycle 
dating committee simply decided 
that although estimated GDP had 
contracted for two straight quarters, 
more tangible indicators such as job 
numbers suggested this would be only 
a brief blip. No recession was called.

We could all learn from the Ameri-
can approach. GDP figures remain 
the go-to statistic for tracking progress 
both within and between countries, 
but when these famously fuzzy figures 
point in one direction while more 
reliable or tangible statistics point in 
another, perhaps we should pause 
before jumping to conclusions.

john.burn-murdoch@ft.com

D o you remember the 
double-dip recession of 
2012? It�s a collector�s 
item. Two years into a 
slow climb from the nadir 

of the 2008-09 slump, Britain�s Office 
for National Statistics announced that 
the UK�s economy had shrunk by 
0.2 per cent in the last quarter of 2011, 
and the same again in the first three 
months of 2012. But then it changed 
its mind.

By mid-2013, the ONS had taken 
another look at the data and decided 
that output had been flat in the first 
quarter of 2012: recession retracted. 
The revisions continued and today the 
ONS�s best estimate is Britain�s econ-
omy grew by 0.8 per cent in Q1 2012 � a 
full percentage point upgrade in all.

If it sounds like I�m being critical, it 
shouldn�t. Measuring gross domestic 
product is extremely complicated. 
Around the world, national statistics 
offices are struggling to get the sums 
right the first time around.

Some struggle more than others. 
When Ireland first reported its 
estimate for GDP growth in Q1 2015, it 
came in at 1.4 per cent. One year later, 
and with some fairly unique distor-
tions due to its location as headquar-
ters for many US big tech and pharma 
companies, this was revised upwards 
to an eye-watering 21.4 per cent.

On average, five years after an 
estimate of quarterly Irish GDP 
growth is first published, the latest 
revision of that figure is two full 
percentage points off the original 
value. The equivalent for the UK 
is almost 10 times smaller at 
0.25 percentage points, making the 
ONS�s initial estimates among the 
most accurate in the developed world, 
narrowly ahead of the US at 0.26 and 
well ahead of the likes of Japan (0.46) 
and Norway (0.56).

But it�s not just the size of revisions 
that matters, it�s the direction. Out 
of 24 developed countries that consist-
ently report quarterly GDP revisions 
to the OECD, the UK�s initial estimates 
are the most pessimistic. Britain�s 
quarterly growth figures typically end 

Around the world, 
national statistics offices 
are struggling to get the 

sums right first time 

Opinion Data Points

The danger of building 
strong narratives 
on weak figures
John Burn-Murdoch
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3 Row over renaming India comes at a 
volatile G20 moment
Dinner invitation using Hindi word �Bharat� 
ignites a culture war, writes John Reed

Top reads at FT.com/opinion

3 Motherhood is full of surprises � the 
economic ones sting the most
Centrality of children to gender earnings 
gap is staggering, writes Soumaya Keynes

second cold war has already begun,� 
said Kim Jaechun, a professor at Sogang 
University in Seoul. �North Korea, 
China and Russia have become the new 
axis of evil, all being states run by dicta-
tors and threatening the democratic 
international order.�

Thanks to Kim�s penchant for isola-
tionism, sealing off the country to resist 
Covid-19 was second nature. But after a 
three-and-a-half year lockdown, air 
travel has only recently resumed, while 
most of North Korea�s 26mn people are 
believed to be unvaccinated. The eco-
nomic toll of the lockdown is under-
stood to be profound, intensifying Kim�s 
need to sell weapons to Russia.

The expected meeting between Kim 
and Putin on the sidelines of the Eastern 
Economic Forum in Vladivostok also 
marks a wider military entente. In July, 
Russian defence minister Sergei Shoigu 
visited Pyongyang and for a tour of a 
weapons exhibition that featured com-
bat and surveillance drones and the 
regime�s newest intercontinental ballis-

O ne of the last times the 
North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong Un travelled abroad 
on his favoured green-and-
yellow armoured train was 

for a 60-hour journey in 2019 to see then 
US president Donald Trump for talks in 
Vietnam.

That long trip, however, was short on 
success. The talks collapsed and within 
months Pyongyang was hurling abuse at 
Trump in arcane English, saying the US 
leader was a �dotard�. In coming days, 
the leader is set to travel again, this time 
to Vladivostok in the Russian far east to 
meet President Vladimir Putin. The 
topic under discussion? Selling ammu-
nition to Moscow for its war in Ukraine. 
Kim is expected to once more take his 
train � believed to include more than 20 
armoured cars and a special cabin for 
the general secretary, as he is known, 
with a bright white interior. But this 
time, a successful outcome is virtually 
assured. 

For the dictator � believed to be 39, 
educated partly in Switzerland and pro-
fessing a love for American basketball � 
the mission is typical of an unblinking 
realpolitik. Kim�s early years in power 
were characterised by a brutal crack-
down in which his half brother, Kim 
Jong Nam, was murdered with a nerve 
agent and his uncle, Jang Song Thaek, 
executed for treason by firing squad. He 
also moved to weaken the power of top 
generals who saw him as an unknown 
quantity after the death of his father, 
Kim Jong Il.

Having made his mark, Kim is now 
pursuing the byeongjin ideology � a 
dogma that promotes the dual develop-
ment of the economy and nuclear weap-
ons. The aim is to develop a nuclear 
arsenal that would shift the balance of 
power in north Asia and potentially 
threaten the US. In this context, 
Pyongyang�s growing alignment with 
Moscow raises the risks of instability in 
one of the world�s most dangerous 
regions. �A Russia-North Korea axis 
complicates the security picture both in 
Ukraine and on the Korean peninsula,� 
wrote Victor Cha and Ellen Kim at CSIS, 
a Washington-based think-tank.

It is not yet clear what a deal between 
North Korea and Russia would entail. 
Pyongyang could offer ammunition, 
multiple rocket launchers and short-
range ballistic missiles � all of which 
would help Moscow repel Kyiv�s coun-
teroffensive. In return, Moscow might 
offer grain, oil and military technology, 
as well as hard currency as payment. 
Russia could also be prevailed upon to 
provide North Korea with highly sensi-
tive military technologies that would 
threaten its neighbours, notably South 
Korea and Japan. �Russia-North Korea 
co-operation may extend beyond con-
ventional arms deals and food/energy 
assistance, possibly to advanced tech-
nology for satellites, nuclear-power sub-
marines and ballistic missiles,� Cha and 
Kim added. 

In Seoul � which ended a war with the 
North, then led by Kim�s grandfather, 
Kim Il Sung, in 1953 with an armistice 
but not a formal peace treaty � anxiety 
is running high. �It is fair to say that a 

Talks between North 
Korea and the Kremlin 
will raise risks around the 
world, write James Kynge 
and Jung-a Song 

tic missiles. Pyongyang has explicitly 
supported Moscow�s war in Ukraine, 
vetoing a UN resolution condemning 
the invasion, recognising the Russian 
occupation of Donetsk and Luhansk, 
and even shipping arms to the Wagner 
group of mercenaries fighting for the 
Kremlin in Ukraine.

But in spite of Kim�s clear courting of 
Russia � and Moscow�s reciprocal dem-
onstrations of interest � a question 
mark hangs over China�s view of its two 
neighbours� waxing affinity. Although 
China maintains close diplomatic ties 
with both North Korea and Russia, its 
diplomats privately express reserva-
tions about the course both countries 

�A Pyongyang-Moscow axis 
complicates the security 
picture both in Ukraine 

and the Korean peninsula�

is of declining utility to place heavy 
pressure on papers to block or alter sto-
ries when all manner of damaging and 
misinformation circulates on social 
media. Technology platforms that sim-
ply host material have much less legal 
liability than publishers and the inter-
net has no editor.

Information need not be broadcast 
globally to hurt. Schillings represented 
the hedge fund manager Louis Bacon in 
a bitter dispute with Peter Nygard,
his Bahamas neighbour. Nygard
disseminated a set of false and lurid 
rumours about Bacon, a judge ruled in 
May, while Bacon spent $53mn on legal 
and investigatory fees to defend his
reputation.

This accounts for Schillings having an 
unusual group of partners for a legal 
practice, including Tim Robinson, a 
former army major general described as 
a �proven battlefield leader�. It is the 
kind of CV that would fit with a risk and 
security group such as Control Risks.

While regulated by the SRA, it is not 
purely a law firm but a consultancy with 
fluid boundaries as to what kinds of pro-
fessionals it employs. Legally, it is an 
�alternative business structure�, an 
entity first created in 2007 to allow 
accountants and solicitors to band 
together. That offered an opening 
through which Schillings and larger 
firms such as Mishcon de Reya have 
advanced.

Reputation management of this 
nature is clearly a growth industry. The 
expansion of private wealth and private 

equity put more weight on individual 
reputations in business transactions. 
Never mind footballers with private 
lives that do not bear much tabloid scru-
tiny, a dodgy image makes it harder for 
an entrepreneur to raise finance for an 
acquisition or join a board.

I can see the appeal of Schillings� latest 
diversification into public relations. 
There is power in a PR having facts at 
their disposal, instead of waiting for a 
damaging story to break and then trying 
to rebut it, based on the client�s word. If 
they can deploy intelligence and investi-
gations experts, as with Bacon, it offers 
an edge.

It could also be useful to offer an heir-
ess or business owner under scrutiny 
more than legal redress when things 
have spiralled out of control. Instead of 
brandishing a big stick, it may be time to 
get on the phone and try to put the other 
side of the story gently to journalists, 
politicians and regulators.

But there are pitfalls in playing both 
bad cop and good cop. Lawyers are com-
bative because that is their job. If they 
turn friendly, it suggests they have run 
out of other options.

john.gapper@ft.com

Reputation management 
is an ever-expanding 

profession, from lawyers 
to former spies

A rtificial intelligence will 
reshape all our lives. It will 
become the primary tech-
nology that we use to make 
decisions and navigate the 

world � a steam engine of the mind; a 
cognitive GPS; a tool for orientation, dis-
covery and navigation. But we have this 
technology in our hands � not the other 
way around. And with it, we have the 
opportunity to amplify and define the 
future of humanity. 

Only a few innovations have had the 
potential to shape and to scale us in this 
way. The last two were the internet and 
mobile phones. AI not only belongs on 
that list, but should sit at the top of it, 
because of its potential to amplify how 
we use the internet, mobile phones and 
many other technologies. 

What will the world shaped by AI look 
like? To answer that question let�s go 
back to a future we once imagined. In 
the 1950s, we thought flying cars were 
just on the horizon. We didn�t get them 
then, nor have we got them yet (though 
we have made strides in that direction). 
But in that same decade, US President 
Dwight Eisenhower established the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency, or 
Arpa, which generated the technology 
that created the internet. 

We didn�t imagine we�d get something 
like the internet or mobile phones � but 
we did. And those tools have revolution-
ised the lives of the majority of humans 
on earth. Now, humanity is imagining a 
new future with AI. 

Given the speed and spread of AI, 
some people fear it could usher in a 
potential apocalypse, while others 
argue that it will bring the new utopia. 
They either rejoice or worry about AI 
refashioning our world, whether their 
lens is gene editing, geopolitics, climate 
� or any other facet of life. But we 
should avoid setting up camp around 

either extreme, particularly at this stage 
of the technology�s development.

Let�s return to cars for a moment. Say 
cars were the nascent technology of 
today. We could focus on the utopian 
dream of spacefaring cars. Or we could 
focus on dystopian traffic jams. But, at 
this stage, I�d recommend that we focus 
on the car itself, both as an innovation 
and as a tool to transform society.

The answer to our challenges is not to 
slow down technology, but to accelerate 
it. Technology is a tool. And the faster we 
have it in our hands, the better we can 
solve the problems we have � and the 
problems it might create. 

Let�s shape the tool that will in turn 
shape us � and consider three ques-
tions. How can I make it better? How 
can I increase beauty in the world? How 
can I make better tools and increase 
beauty to the benefit of my fellow 
humans? 

An example of humans asking � and 
acting � on these questions can be 
found in Renaissance Italy � specifically 
in Filippo Brunelleschi�s dome, which 

interior brick, but it maintained the 
dome�s curvature. 

Then there�s Brunelleschi�s collabora-
tion with a range of professionals to 
assemble these tools and the dome. He 
worked with a famed mathematician to 
make calculations. He teamed up with 
blacksmiths and carpenters to create 
the cranes, mobile platforms and scaf-
folding. Hundreds of workers � from 
bricklayers to coopers � joined him. 

Brunelleschi answered those three 
questions. But there is a fourth one: how 
can my work transcend me and benefit 
humankind, now and into the future?

In creating his dome, Brunelleschi 
carried forth past traditions of Gothic, 
Romanesque and Classical architecture 
and influenced how countless new 
buildings were made. He grew the tool-
box for generations of artists and archi-
tects, having been credited with the 
invention of linear perspective and 
mobile scaffolding. His tools and tech-
niques were not only used in art and 
architecture, but also in many other 
fields and applications. 

Reid 
Hoffman

crowns Santa Maria del Fiore cathedral 
in Florence. The beauty of Brunelle-
schi�s dome can be attributed to many 
things. There�s the stunning fresco on its 
interior surface and its masonry 
vault. But to my mind its beauty lies also 
in what�s long gone: the people who built 
it and the tools they used to make it. 

Brunelleschi took 16 years to build the 

dome, construction of which began in 
1420. He had an ambition to build it 
without wood reinforcements. He had 
to innovate. So Brunelleschi invented 
mobile scaffolding. He also designed a 
crane for hoisting bricks, which he 
arranged in a double-shell structure in 
an innovative herringbone pattern. Not 
only did this provide stability for the 

The answer to our 
challenges is not to slow 

down technology, but
 to accelerate it

Where Renaissance masters mostly 
reshaped the physical realm, AI now 
gives us the opportunity to do the same 
with the mental realm. We are already 
seeing how the technology can super-
charge the way we share ideas or 
express ourselves, whether that�s 
through writing essays or books, creat-
ing art and poetry, or helping us com-
municate with each other in ways we 
might otherwise not have attempted.

Brunelleschi diligently shaped his 
tools and his tools shaped him � and all 
of us. As we contemplate a future 
shaped by AI, we should remember the 
famous dictum of media theorists John 
Culkin and Marshall McLuhan: �We 
become what we behold. We shape our 
tools and then our tools shape us.� AI is 
our cognitive �mobile scaffolding.� And 
it will help us build all kinds of cathe-
drals of the mind � many of which we 
could not have built before. 

The writer is co-founder of LinkedIn,
co-founder at Inflection AI and a partner at 
Greylock

Opinion

We must shape the AI tools that will in turn shape us

are on. They also note that one of Bei-
jing�s priorities is to recover its relations 
with European powers and prevent fur-
ther deterioration in ties with the US. 
�Unlike Russia, China doesn�t want to 
see its relations with the US deteriorate 
so it is reluctant to expand military co-
operation with North Korea,� says 
Cheong Seong-Chang at the Sejong Insti-
tute in South Korea. 

Kim is well used to the shifting sands 
of diplomatic allegiances. In the long 
run-up to their summit in 2019, Trump 
first referred to him on Twitter in 2017 
as �Little Rocket Man� � a nickname 
that Kim did not appreciate. By 2018, 
however, Trump had changed his tune, 
calling Kim a �worthy negotiator�. Kim 
can have few illusions that the Kremlin�s 
latest cozy embrace of his �hermit king-
dom� is anything more than transac-
tional: it is about securing the weapons 
that command respect in a dangerous 
neighbourhood.

james.kynge@ft.com, junga.song@ft.com

Person in the News | Kim Jong Un

A dictator poised for 
an arms deal with Putin

T he London law firm Schill-
ings battles in and out of 
courts for celebrities from 
Meghan Markle to Johnny 
Depp and Lance Arm-

strong, along with other wealthy clients 
who mostly stay out of the public gaze. 
They value their privacy and use Schill-
ings to protect it.

So it was a surprise when the firm 
announced this week that it will add to 
its legal arsenal a PR and communica-
tions agency, starting with two new 
partners, one being Victoria O�Byrne, 
who has worked for the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales. The new Schillings will 
not only fight for privacy, but try to 
manage publicity.

There is a logic for its celebrity clients: 
Markle is among those discovering that 
being victorious in the law courts is not 
the same as winning in the court of pub-
lic opinion. But it is an admission of vul-
nerability: digital media has become too 
fluid and volatile to try to silence every-
one who causes trouble.

It also shows how reputation manage-
ment is an ever-expanding profession, 
drawing in people from PR spinners to 
lawyers, accountants, data analysts, 
former spies and consultants who spe-
cialise in due diligence. Journalists on 
the receiving end are outnumbered.

Reputation management reaches 
from the high net worth clients that 
Schillings attracts to brands that find 
themselves in the eye of social media 
storms, such as Bud Light and the UK 
private bank Coutts. �Crisis manage-
ment is 5 per cent of our revenue but 50 
per cent of our reputation,� says Richard 
Edelman, chief executive of Edelman, 
the world�s largest PR group.

Schillings has carved out an intriguing 
niche, pushing for courts to extend UK 
privacy law. Keith Schilling, its found-
ing partner, represented the model 
Naomi Campbell in a 2004 case that 
broadened UK privacy rights, and it is 
among law firms that invoke European 
and UK data protection law to challenge 
many stories.

But ennui has set in among news 
groups receiving the latest pre-publica-
tion missive from lawyers such as Schill-
ings, Carter-Ruck or Harbottle & Lewis. 
�I remember being impressed by the 
speed at which Schillings produced one 
of their hyper-aggressive letters a dec-
ade ago, but the ground has shifted,� 
says one partner of another law firm. 

This is partly because media law firms 
have suffered bad publicity themselves, 
with politicians attacking the use of 
�lawfare� to shield the misbehaviour of 
oligarchs. The Solicitors Regulation 
Authority is investigating whether any 
firms have used �abusive litigation� to 
silence criticism of clients.

There are also bigger forces at work. It 

Lawyers have lost power if 
Schillings is going into PR
��������

John
Gapper
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MEHUL SRIVASTAVA � LONDON

Apple has issued an emergency soft-
ware update after being warned that a 
previously unknown vulnerability 
allowed Israel�s NSO Group to inject its 
Pegasus spyware remotely and surrepti-
tiously into iPhones and iPads.

The weakness in the iOS code, called a 
zero-day, appears to have allowed NSO 
customers, which include Saudi Arabia, 
Rwanda and Mexico, to hide code within 
images sent via iMessage that would 
allow the military-grade Pegasus spy-
ware to take over a phone�s functions.

Pegasus is surreptitiously able to read 
encrypted messages stored on the 
phone, turn on its camera and micro-
phone remotely and track its location. It 
has been tied to human-rights abuses 
from Mexico to east Africa, resulting in 
the Israeli company being blacklisted by 
the US Department of Commerce. 

The patch also addresses a weakness 
that affected the Apple Wallet, where 
people store payment cards, the group 

said on Thursday as it sent the update to 
billions of phones. 

This latest patch, among a handful 
that Apple has issued in recent years, 
continues a cat-and-mouse game 
between leading US tech companies and 
spyware manufacturers, many of them 
based in Israel, which weaponise and 
then commercialise unknown vulnera-
bilities in smartphones so that their cli-
ents, which tend to be government 
agencies, can surveil thousands of tar-
gets without being detected.

NSO said: �We are unable to respond 
to any allegations that do not include 
any supporting research.�

While NSO has maintained that its 
product is meant to be used only to 
monitor potential terrorists and fight 
organised crime, this vulnerability was 
discovered by the University of 
Toronto�s Citizen Lab, which said it 
found it on the phone of a Washington, 
DC-based employee of a �civil society� 
group with international offices. 

Citizen Lab has previously traced the 

MADELEINE SPEED � LONDON

Diageo has lost the first step of a legal 
battle with US rapper Sean Combs over 
their tequila joint venture, after a New 
York court denied the company�s 
attempt to resolve the dispute behind 
closed doors. 

Combs, also known as Diddy, is suing the 
UK drinks group for allegedly failing to 
honour their joint venture agreement 
for DeLeón, a premium tequila brand 
the two sides acquired in 2014.

John Hueston, Combs�s lawyer, said 
the decision was �an important step in 
the right direction�, adding: �Diageo 
tried to end this action. Today the judge 
soundly rejected that effort.�

A New York state court denied both 
Diageo�s motion to dismiss Combs�s case 
and to compel the case to arbitration. 
The company has been asked to file a 
response within 21 days. 

The ruling, late on Thursday, means 
the case could now proceed to trial in a 
state court, in which details of Diageo�s 
negotiations and correspondence with 

Combs could be exposed. �While we are 
disappointed with today�s procedural 
decision, it is important to underscore 
that this is not a ruling on the merits of 
the claims, which we maintain are false 
and baseless. We are currently consider-
ing all legal options,� Diageo said. 

The rapper filed a lawsuit in May 
against Diageo alleging that the group 
had underinvested in DeLeón and the 
vodka brand Cîroc, and typecast them 
as �black brands� that should be tar-
geted at �urban� consumers. 

Combs accused the company of racial 
discrimination, claiming that Stephen 
Rust, one of Diageo�s US executives, told 
him that �if he were Martha Stewart his 
brands would be more widespread�.

Diageo has vehemently denied the 
allegations, calling them �false and reck-
less�, and �a transparent attempt to pres-
sure Diageo into an early settlement of a 
planned parallel arbitration process�.

The company also accused Combs of 
failing to fulfil his duty as a 50 per cent 
owner, alleging he invested only $1,000, 
while Diageo put in more than $100mn.

Food & beverage 

Diageo loses first skirmish in   
rapper Diddy�s tequila battle

the mercenary spyware ecosystem and 
companies like NSO.�

The US government blacklisting was 
prompted by the discovery of Pegasus 
on the phones of US embassy employees 
in Uganda, leading to spyware such as 
that of NSO being listed as a major coun-
ter-intelligence and national security 
threat to the American government. 

Staffed almost entirely by veterans of 
the Israeli army�s elite signals intelli-
gence units, the company was once val-
ued at $1bn by its London-based private 
equity backers, Novalpina Capital.

But a 2019 hack engineered by NSO to 
inject its spyware using a vulnerability 
in the WhatsApp messaging platform 
resulted in a lawsuit in a California court 
by WhatsApp�s owner Meta, joined by 
Apple, Amazon and other tech giants. 

In that lawsuit, which is continuing, 
NSO has argued that its actions should 
be immune from legal scrutiny since its 
software is used by sovereign nations 
and the company did not have visibility 
on who the targets were. 

 

Apple issues emergency patch 
after Pegasus spyware breach
3 Weakness in iPhones and iPads exposed 3 Alert over blacklisted NSO�s hidden code 

IVAN LEVINGSTON AND 
GEORGE HAMMOND  � LONDON

Getir, the grocery delivery company, is 
raising $500mn in a deal that prices 
one of the hottest start-ups of the pan-
demic at less than a quarter of its value 
18 months ago. 

Turkey-based Getir�s latest investment 
will value it at $2.5bn, after taking the 
new money into account, say people 
familiar with the matter. It had been val-
ued at as much as $11.8bn when it raised 
funds in early 2022. 

The equity funding round expected to 
close this month is led by shareholders 
including Mubadala Investment Com-
pany, Abu Dhabi�s wealth fund, G 
Squared, the venture capital group, and 
Michael Moritz, the investor who left 
Sequoia Capital after almost 40 years at 
the Silicon Valley firm, they said. 

The round is another sign of how the 
extended downturn in venture capital 
markets is forcing start-up founders and 
investors to accept dramatically 
reduced valuations to raise new funds. 

It comes just a month after Hopin, a 
London-based virtual-conferencing 
start-up that was valued at $7.8bn in 
mid-2021 sold assets including its flag-
ship events platform to RingCentral in a 
deal worth up to $50mn. 

Founded in 2015, Getir became one of 
the largest of more than a dozen deliv-
ery-app companies that together raised 

more than $5bn during the pandemic. 
Most of its rivals have already been sold 
or shut down as consumer demand 
shifted after lockdowns eased. 

Despite its reduced valuation, Getir�s 
new funding is among the largest such 
deals this year. The financing highlights 
the advantage more established compa-
nies have in raising money, even in test-
ing times, and its investors� confidence 
in its ability to generate profits. 

Getir has sought to consolidate the 
competition in the rapid grocery deliv-

ery sector after a proliferation of rivals 
during the pandemic. In December it 
closed its acquisition of Gorillas, a Ber-
lin-based rival, in a $1.2bn deal that val-
ued the combined group at $10bn. 

This year, it also held talks to acquire 
Flink, its German rival, one of the final 
few independent grocery-delivery 
groups in Europe. Among the only other 
freestanding private groups in the field 
are the UK�s Zapp and US-based Gopuff. 

Representatives for Getir, Moritz, 
Mubadala and G Squared declined to 
comment. 
See Lex

Getir valuation drops to 
$2.5bn as app raises cash

Look out: the �zero-day� vulnerability in the iOS code has allowed Israel�s NSO surreptitiously to add its Pegasus spyware to iPhones � Lucas Jackson/Reuters

Start-up founders 
and investors are 
having to accept 
dramatically 
reduced valuations 
to raise new funds

Burning issue Soaring popularity of global 
music festivals fires up ticket prices � LEX

Downbeat Investors unconvinced by China 
rebound seek �bazooka� stimulus � MARKETS

their football viewing holiday weekend 
was ruined� because of the blackout. 

Two of the state�s flagship universi-
ties, the University of North Carolina 
and North Carolina State, belong to a 
league whose games are among those 
now unavailable to Charter subscribers. 

�Fans are obviously willing to pay 
their fair share, yet they are concerned 
about the fight over corporate profits 
threatening valued traditions like the 
return of football season,� Cooper 
added.

The blackout has caused frustration 
at the US Open in New York, where the 
dispute left players unable to follow 
matches on TV as the tournament 
headed into its second week. 

ESPN executives were forced to dis-
tribute private logins to a Walt Disney 
app to some players and journalists so 
they could watch the games.

For Coco Gauff, the US teenager who 
advanced to the women�s finals this 
weekend, the blackout meant missing 
one of the defining upsets of the tourna-
ment; Jelena Ostapenko�s defeat of 
number-one ranked Iga Swiantek on 
Sunday. Gauff was scheduled to play the 
winner in the quarterfinals.

�I was shocked, to be honest, because, 
well . . . we can�t watch ESPN in our 
hotel,� Gauff said.

the two failed to agree a new contract.
The impasse has left about 15mn US 

households without access to Disney 
channels, including sports network 
ESPN. Outraged Charter customers 
have been unable to watch the US Open, 
college football games or the start of the 
National Football League season. 

Such disputes � typically over the 
fees that cable companies pay to carry 
programming � are not uncommon, 
but analysts say this one is different. 

�This is not a typical blackout,� said 
analysts at MoffettNathanson, a 
research group. �Charter seems genu-
inely willing to walk away from Disney, 
and even the entire [traditional TV] 
model, if necessary.�

Like other US cable companies, Char-
ter has been losing TV customers to 
streaming services for several years � a 
damaging trend at the centre of its 
stand-off with Disney. 

Winfrey has accused Disney of using 
the transmission fees paid by cable com-
panies such as Charter to fund the very 
streaming services that threaten their 
business models. �Is that really fair and 
is that sustainable?� he asked. 

Bob Iger, Disney�s chief executive, said 
this year that even ESPN � for decades 
the company�s profit engine � would 
become a standalone streaming service 

at some point. �It�s not long-term but it�s 
not tomorrow either,� he said in July. 

Disney has also reportedly talked to 
Amazon and Verizon about partner-
ships in a revamped ESPN, which is 
under financial pressure from the 
increasing cost of broadcasting live 
sports. This year Disney is expected to 
pay $10.8bn for the right to air a series of 
sports, including college sports as well 
as the NFL, the NBA and tennis. 

Sports, along with news, remain core 
to the traditional TV package that cable 
companies rely on. Taking ESPN 
directly to consumers would be a blow 
to cable groups such as Charter. Winfrey 

also believes that it is a bad strategy for 
the likes of Disney, which still makes 
money from cable while many stream-
ing services remain unprofitable.

�The idea that you could solve for 
[streaming] profitability, which doesn�t 
exist today, by letting your [traditional 
TV] programming burn to the ground, 
which is where all your cash flow comes 
from . . . that�s not a good outcome,� he 
said this week.   

Charter wants any future ESPN 
streaming service to be offered for free 
to its cable subscribers, an idea that Dis-
ney has rebuffed, analysts say. It has 
made a similar plea for other Disney 

streaming services, including Disney+, 
to be offered to its cable customers. 

Disney does not expect its streaming 
business to become profitable until 
2024. Some rival streamers, including 
Paramount Plus and NBCUniversal�s 
Peacock, are also lossmaking. And even 
when these streamers do turn a profit, 
analysts are sceptical they will ever 
make the kind of money generated in 
the heyday of the cable era.

�Streaming will soon be a profitable 
business, but it will never be as insanely 
profitable as the cable business was,� 
says Alan Wolk, lead analyst at TVRev, a 
research firm. �They were getting tens 
of billions in carriage and retransmis-
sion fees, and there is no way to recreate 
that� in the streaming era. 

It is not clear how much longer the 
Disney-Charter tussle will last. Winfrey 
said he has a �sense of urgency� to 
resolve the dispute but could not predict 
when it would end. Disney said that it 
�stands ready to resolve this dispute and 
do what�s in the best interest of Charter�s 
customers.�

Pressure is mounting on Charter and 
Disney to reach a resolution. North 
Carolina governor Roy Cooper issued a 
scathing letter to the heads of both com-
panies this week, saying that his constit-
uents were �frustrated and angry that 

Media. Programming blackout

Disney�s stand-off with Charter puts future of cable TV in jeopardy

CHRISTOPHER GRIMES � LOS ANGELES 
SARA GERMANO � NEW YORK

Christopher Winfrey is a veteran of US 
cable television, a business that over the 
past four decades has created some of 
the entertainment industry�s most col-
ourful billionaires and biggest compa-
nies. 

But this week Winfrey, chief executive 
of Charter Communications, has openly 
discussed abandoning the traditional 
cable TV model in favour of a smaller 
business capable of surviving the 
streaming era. 

�My entire career has been in cable,� 
he told a Goldman Sachs conference. 

�I can�t say that�s what I�m necessarily 
chasing. But if it�s in the best interests of 
Charter shareholders and the best inter-
est of our consumers, you know, that�s 
certainly where we�re going to go.� 

The prompt for Winfrey�s soul-
searching is a high-profile dispute with 
Walt Disney, which at the end of August 
pulled its TV channels from Connecti-
cut-based Charter�s cable services after 

Dispute between US groups 
has left millions of households 
unable to watch live sports

Aryna 
Sabalenka of 
Belarus in action 
during the semi-
finals of the US 
Open this week. 
She faces 
American Coco 
Gauff in the final 
today � John Minchillo/
AP Photo

spyware to the phones of hundreds of 
dissidents, journalists, lawyers and 
opposition leaders in countries with 
poor human-rights records. This cur-
rent breach would have been blocked if 
people at risk of surveillance had ena-
bled Lockdown Mode on their iPhones, 
which severely restricts some functions, 
including attachments to messages and 

incoming FaceTime calls from 
unknown numbers, Citizen Lab said. 

�Apple has got much more aggressive 
in its tempo of hunting [for vulnerabili-
ties] and patching, and has also done 
remarkable work with Lockdown 
Mode,� said John Scott-Railton, a Citizen 
Lab researcher. 

�This exerts substantial pressure on 

�Apple exerts substantial 
pressure on the mercenary 
spyware ecosystem and 
companies like NSO�
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Do you like online pop-ups? Of course 
you don�t. Who wants to be constantly 
interrupted. Opening a website in the 
UK invites an assault course of pop-ups 
asking you to agree to cookies, sign up 
to a mailing list and talk to a chatbot. 

Pop-ups are the opposite of good user 
experience. Not only are they 
annoying, they tend to be 
manipulative. Shutting them is made 
purposefully difficult. Sometimes 
opting out of whatever they are 
pushing requires clicking through to a 
new site. Once you�ve seen hundreds of 
these notices you�re less likely to read 
what they say and more likely to try to 
find a way to get rid of them as quickly 
as possible � even if that means signing 
away your privacy. 

At the heart of these horrible design 
choices sits the multibillion-dollar 
digital advertising sector � still the 
default method of supporting online 
content. Pop-up windows were created 

as devices to please advertisers. 
Earlier this year, I interviewed the 

man who invented them. Ethan 
Zuckerman is a professor at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
But in the late 90s he was part of the 
founding team of a company called 
Tripod.com. Tripod hosted user-
generated content supported by 
advertising. 

The problem was that advertisers 
sometimes felt nervous about putting 
their ads next to content that might 
clash. The solution that occurred to 
Zuckerman was to separate the two 
into different windows, that way an 
advert could appear in front of a page 
without being directly on it. 

�Your homepage is in one window, 
the ad is in a different window,� he 
said. �Everyone will be happy. Spoiler 
alert, no one is happy.� 

From the perspective of advertisers 
it was a stroke of genius. Their ads 

became far more attention-grabbing. 
Internet users hated them. This 
divergence of perspective can be 
applied across website design. Ugly, 
cluttered pages tend to be the result of 
ad-grabs. Clean, easy-to-use sites do 
not have the same appeal for 
advertisers or contain the text that 
search engine algorithms like. 

Even after browsers introduced 
automatic blocks that prevented pop-
up ads, pop-ups have proliferated. That 
is because they are not always separate 
windows but an overlap on the window 
you are looking at. 

My least favourite is the cookie pop-
up. Cookies are pieces of code that 
allow sites to track you online, 
collecting data. They are the 
foundation of personalised adverts � 
the reason you tend to see ads for the 
thing you just bought. If you let them, 
they will follow you around 
everywhere, watching the websites you 

visit, the products you buy, your IP 
address and your geographic location.

There has been pushback against this 
invasive tracking. The EU�s General 
Data Protection Regulation demands 
that companies tell users when they 
are being tracked and gives them the 
chance to opt out. For some reason, 
companies decided the best way to do 
this was with pop-ups. Most are 
designed to make it easy to accept 
being tracked and harder to opt out. 

Last month, the Information 
Commissioner�s Office and 
Competition and Markets Authority in 
the UK said they would look at the 
design of websites, including pop-ups, 
to see whether they were having a 
negative impact. A ban seems unlikely. 
Before you can read the ICO�s thoughts 
you�ll need to click consent on the 
cookie box that pops up first. 

elaine.moore@ft.com

�Our 
homepage 
is in one 
window, the 
ad is in a 
different 
window. 
Everyone 
will be 
happy. 
Spoiler 
alert, no 
one is 
happy�

The Top Line
Elaine
Moore

Russia�s loans
3 Chinese lenders stepped in to extend billions of 
dollars to Russian banks as western institutions 
pulled back after Moscow�s the invasion of Ukraine. 
The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, Bank 
of China, China Construction Bank and Agricultural 
Bank of China increased their combined exposure to 
Russia from $2.2bn to $9.7bn in the 14 months to 
March, according to Russian central bank data.

3 Universal Music 
and Deezer struck a 
deal to lift streaming 
payouts to profes-
sional artists such as 
Lady Gaga, pictured, 
by 10 per cent and cut 
payments triggered 
by the �sea of noise� 
from bot-driven 
uploads.

3 Deloitte increased its global revenue by 15 per cent 
in the past year, extending its lead as the largest of the 
Big Four professional services giants with revenue of 
$64.9bn in the year to May 31.

3 WeWork is seeking to renegotiate nearly all of its 
leases around the world, weeks after the SoftBank-
backed office space group warned that there was 
�substantial doubt� about its ability to continue as a 
going concern. 

3 Urban Angehrn, 58, the head of Finma, Switzer-
land�s financial regulator, resigned citing the toll on 
his health of �permanent stress levels�, months after 
orchestrating the rescue of Credit Suisse by UBS.

Packaging groups WestRock and 
Smurfit Kappa in advanced 
merger talks to create a global 
giant valued at nearly $20bn

3 The White House is seeking detailed information 
on Huawei�s new flagship smartphone over fears 
that the chip powering the Mate 60 Pro used 
banned exports of advanced semiconductor 
technology.

3 Two of the world�s largest packaging companies � 
WestRock of the US and Ireland�s Smurfit Kappa � 
said they were in advanced merger talks to create a 
global giant valued at nearly $20bn.

3 Inceptive, a biotech start-up founded by former 
Google artificial intelligence expert Jakob Uszkoreit, 
raised $100mn from Silicon Valley heavyweights 
Nvidia and Andreessen Horowitz as the market for 
generative AI applications expands into pharmaceu-
ticals. 

3 Ontario Teachers� Pension Plan agreed to buy UK 
wealth manager Seven Investment Management 
from Caledonia Investments. The deal gives 7IM, 

which manages about $21bn in assets, an enterprise 
value of about £450mn.

3 Travis Kalanick�s ghost kitchen start-up Cloud-
Kitchens has sacked workers and closed locations as 
the former Uber chief�s venture reins in its expenses 
amid low occupancy at a number of its warehouses.

3 Lord Rothermere�s Daily Mail and General Trust 
has held talks with Qatari backers to support a com-
bined bid for Telegraph Media Group, the latest 
example of bidders for the UK national newspaper 
scouring the oil-rich Gulf for financial backing.

3 Lloyds Banking Group is launching a charm offen-
sive including free food to win over staff required to 
spend at least two days a week in the office, as banks 
row back on the pandemic work-from-home era.

BUSINESS
WEEK IN REVIEW

$64.9bn
Annual revenue
of Big Four
firm Deloitte, an
increase of 15%

£450mn
Value of fund 
manager 7IM 
after buyout by 
pension scheme 

Just after Lars Fruergaard Jłrgensen 
took over as Novo Nordisk�s chief 
executive in 2017, he took a decision 
that would this month make the 
Danish drugmaker Europe�s largest 
company by market capitalisation. 

The pharmaceutical company had 
not yet launched Ozempic, the 
diabetes drug that would later 
become famous as celebrities took it 
off-label for weight loss, and was 
years from the approval of Wegovy, 
the version that targets obesity. 

The management team was 
debating whether to embark on an 
expensive trial that would prove 
whether or not Wegovy would cut the 
risk of heart attacks and strokes. 

Mads Krogsgaard Thomsen, chief 
executive of the Novo Nordisk 
Foundation, which has the majority 
of voting rights, described executives 
asking: �Why would we do such a 
trial with a high risk of maybe not 
showing anything? Maybe it�s just the 
anti-diabetic effect that is responsible 
for the benefits we�ve seen in 
diabetes. What if we don�t see 
anything in obesity and the trial costs 
hundreds of millions of dollars?� 

But at the end of the day, it was up 
to Jłrgensen. �His head was on the 
block. It is a lot of money,� he said. 

His gamble paid off: the initial trial 
data published last month showed 
that patients who took the Wegovy 
drug had a 20 per cent lower chance 
of suffering a cardiovascular event 
such as a heart attack or stroke than 
those who received a placebo.

Investors hope the data will prove 
to health systems and insurers that 
the medicine, which has made 
headlines as a rich person�s slimming 
tool, could save lives and costs. Shares 
soared 16 per cent that day and 
continued rising until Novo Nordisk 
overtook French luxury group LVMH 
as the most valuable European 
company on Monday.

Jłrgensen has a huge commercial 
opportunity: Novo Nordisk is one of 
two main companies, along with Eli 
Lilly, in a market that the Canadian 
investment bank BMO estimates 
could be worth $130bn to $140bn a 
year at its peak. 

But he also faces giant challenges: 

the company is still trying to scale up 
supply of the drug, some health 
insurers are reluctant to foot the bill, 
and Ozempic and Wegovy are being 
used as slimming jabs by people who 
are far from obese. 

Jłrgensen learnt to take 
responsibility at a young age, on the 
family farm in Jutland, Denmark.

Lars Green, chief financial officer of 
sister company Novozymes, has 
known Jłrgensen since university. 
�His upbringing means he has always 
learnt that things do not come by 
themselves. They require an 
investment, or an effort,� he said.

After studying finance and business, 
Jłrgensen joined Novo Nordisk on the 
graduate scheme in 1991 and has 
worked with the company in the US, 
Japan and the Netherlands. 

Jesper Brandgaard, former chief 
financial officer at Novo Nordisk, 

described Jłrgensen when he became 
interim head of corporate finance, 
aged just 33. �He is the type of person 
that very easily will be assigned 
responsibility and then takes care of 
the responsibility, whether it�s needing 
to feed the pigs or whatever he needs 
to do,� he said. 

Jłrgensen, 56, met his wife at Novo 
Nordisk and they now have two adult 
children. As well as responsibility, he 
stresses the importance of reflection in 
life, going kayaking near his house. 

Novo Nordisk � with Denmark�s 
pharma industry � has grown so big 
that without it the Scandinavian 
country�s economy would be in a 
recession. With it Denmark�s gross 
domestic product grew 1.7 per cent in 
the first half of this year. Stripped out, 
it contracted 0.3 per cent. 

But the company, which turned 100 
this year, is far from a household 

name, and Jłrgensen does not want to 
become a �brand�, like some other 
chief executives of Big Pharma. Often 
described by his friends as a humble 
introvert who listens intently, he is 
eager to share the stage with his team.

Emily Field, an analyst at Barclays, 
said he did not dominate his earnings 
calls like some pharma leaders. 

�He has not made himself the face of 
the company and people really like 
that. It is about Novo Nordisk, not 
about him,� she said. 

But one person familiar with the 
matter said that, while he liked the 
idea that the organisation was flat, 
Jłrgensen held the veto on everything. 

�At first you think he doesn�t have a 
lot of gravitas but, after half an hour in 
a room with him, you see he is very 
calm, very poised, never gets angry. He 
can control the room by very quickly 
lifting his head,� he said.

Long before its obesity drugs hit the 
headlines, Novo Nordisk was under 
political pressure in the US for rising 
insulin prices. Recently, the company 
was suspended from the UK industry 
association for mismarketing a 
previous obesity drug. Jłrgensen 
apologised and admitted a �mistake�. 

Now Jłrgensen faces scrutiny at 
home in Denmark where Novo 
Nordisk is the largest taxpayer and 
he is president of the industry�s 
European lobby group, battling the 
biggest EU reform in pharma 
legislation for 20 years. 

Jłrgensen recently met one of his 
critics in the Danish parliament, 
Socialist People�s party member 
Lisbeth Bech-Nielsen, for lunch. 

She argued that, now the company 
had a market cap and earnings that 
were �out of this world�, it should 
consider lowering prices. �Obviously, 
we didn�t agree but I had a good 
impression of him,� she said. 

Nathalie Moll, director-general of 
the European Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Industries and 
Associations, believes Novo Nordisk is 
a poster child for European 
innovation. She said Jłrgensen was the 
right person to lead the industry group 
because he knew how to make Europe 
better for a business �that grows, not a 
company that has already grown, or a 
tiny company, but one that has really 
evolved over the last 30 years�. 
Hannah Kuchler, with additional 
reporting by Euan Healy

Risky bet brings rich rewards for humble pharma boss

�His head 
was on the 
block [with 
the Wegovy 
trial]. It is 
a lot of 
money�

Lars Fruergaard Jłrgensen�s Novo 
Nordisk became the most valuable 
European group on the success of 
its Wegovy drug � Carsten Snejbjerg/Bloomberg

Spotlight

Lars Fruergaard Jłrgensen
Chief executive,
Novo Nordisk

PATRICK MCGEE � SAN FRANCISCO

US regulators have granted the first 
licences for unmanned aircraft to fly 
well beyond the sight of a pilot, a move 
seen by the industry as a catalyst for 
mainstream commercial drone use. 

Previously, licences capped commercial 
drone flights to within a pilot�s sight, 
even if the drone could operate autono-
mously. For longer distances, compa-
nies had to have staff on the ground 
every few miles, looking up and com-
municating any known obstacles. 

The US Federal Aviation Authority 
issued exemptions to these rules to 
three companies just before and during 
the Commercial UAV Expo, which was 
held this week in Las Vegas.

�This is a huge deal,� said Scott Shtof-
man, senior manager of government 
affairs at the Association for Uncrewed 
Vehicle Systems International, an 
industry body. �This really improves 
the ability to scale and speed up access 
to drone usage. We�re getting beyond 
just testing in a certain area.� 

The companies are UPS Flight For-
ward, the drone division of the private 
mail courier, Phoenix Air Unmanned 
and uAvionix.

Andreas Raptopoulos, chief executive 
of Matternet, a dronemaker that sup-
plies UPS, said the exemption would 
allow a pilot at the company�s remote 
operations centre in Kentucky to fly 
drones in Florida.

�The military has done this for years, 
but for civilian space this is the first time 
this is happening in the US,� he said.

The FAA, in approving one of the 
waivers, said drones had proved they 
offered a �quieter, cleaner, cheaper 
option to manned aircraft�.

The waivers came as a big relief to the 
drone industry amid widespread com-
plaints that regulatory developments 
had lagged technology, as the aviation 
framework under which drones fall was 
developed decades before unmanned 
aircraft existed. 

The Commercial Drone Alliance, a 
non-profit backed by dozens of compa-
nies including Amazon, AT&T, drone-

maker Skydio and Alphabet unit Wing, 
challenged �regulatory paralysis� in 
July as it advocated for the exemptions. 
The alliance said federal bureaucracy�s 
inability to �move nimbly� was inhibit-
ing the commercial drone industry from 
reaching scale.

�The current regulatory framework 
severely restricts many of the most 
promising commercial drone applica-
tions,� said Lisa Ellman, partner at law 
firm Hogan Lovells and executive direc-

tor of the CDA. �These approvals mark 
an important step forward for the 
broader industry.� 

The alliance expects the new waivers 
to create a precedent for others to 
receive �expedited� approval. A change 
in the actual law to normalise complex 
drone operations � as opposed to the 
exemption-based approach for specific 
companies � is not likely for two to 
three years, according to experts.

The one drone operator to apply for 
an exemption that did not receive one 
was Zipline, a California-based drone 
logistics service best known for deliver-
ing blood and medicine on round trips 
of up to 200km in African countries.

FAA rules have constrained Zipline, 
the world�s largest commercial drone 
operator, from offering similar services 
in the US, although it does partner with 
Walmart on short-range trips in Arkan-
sas. Keller Rinaudo Cliffton, Zipline 
chief executive, declined to comment 
on the company�s exemption request, 
but said he was encouraged by the FAA�s 
other actions this week.

Transport

US grants licences for civilian drones to operate beyond pilot�s sight
Flying high: the 
FAA�s move is 
seen as catalyst 
for mainstream 
US commercial 
drone use

Time to put a stop 
to the pestilence
of the pop-up 
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At the same time, China placed signif-
icant bets that batteries would domi-
nate technologies needed to decarbon-
ise road transport, and particularly the 
90mn cars sold worldwide every year. 

Now, with a fast-growing EV market 
and a wealthy, car-loving population, 
Europe has become the largest crucible 
of battery-car activity outside of China 
and a leading target for the country�s 
carmakers. As a ban on petrol or diesel 
car sales by 2035 looms, the Chinese see 
an opportunity to capture market share 
by offering models with advanced tech-
nology and world-leading batteries at 
low prices.

�It is always a big threat when other 
people catch up,� said Thomas Ingen-
lath, CEO of EV brand Polestar, which is 
majority owned by Volvo Cars and Li 
Shufu, owner of Geely, Volvo�s parent.

�Other countries . . . have found an 
edge to technology which [legacy car-
makers] might have ignored for too 
long,� he added. �The question is always 
how fast can you react?�

Now, after months of fruitless lobby-
ing of politicians to block or deter Chi-
nese imports, the region�s carmakers are 
preparing to face down their newest 
rivals. 

�We have to fight,� said Uwe Hochges-
churtz, European operations chief at 
Stellantis, the region�s second-largest 
carmaker. �We must be very careful 

because when you have a new technol-
ogy, somebody who has already 
invested for some time in this technol-
ogy, there is probably a lack of competi-
tiveness. That�s dangerous, and we have 
to fight and to make sure that we are 
coming back to a competitive situation.�

Stellantis had cost advantages from 
making Fiat, Peugeot and Vauxhall cars 
using one system, he said, while its array 
of nameplates that included Alfa Romeo 
and Jeep were widely known. 

�Everybody knows our brands, you 
do not have to create something which 
has a strange name in it,� he added.

Yet illustrious logos may not be 
enough to stave off the new entrants,

as the rise of Tesla has demonstrated.
The prospects of a price war was one 

of the main talking points at the Munich 
event as executives toyed with possible 
implications of the coming wave. 

�If your profitability overall is higher 
than most of your competitors, you can 
follow longer than the others,� said 
Hochgeschurtz, who pointed out that 
Stellantis was the most profitable of its 
rivals. �So you are better prepared for a 
price war.�

The company is even considering 
manufacturing EVs in cheaper regions 
outside of Europe, and importing them. 
�We have some capacity in some other 
countries close to Europe,� he said, and 

would consider any plan �if it makes 
business sense�.

Luca de Meo, Renault�s chief execu-
tive, said that while prices needed to 
come down, there were differences in 
vehicle specifications. The often-made 
comparison between the low-cost Chi-
nese MG 4 and Renault�s electric Meg-
ane focused on the  10,000 difference 
in price, but the French model had a 
higher grade battery, better infotain-
ment and installed Google services, he 
said. �It�s a different car.�

He added: �Of course we need to make 
electric cars cheaper, they are too 
expensive. But not everybody is looking 
for the cheapest product in the market.�

The Chinese are acutely aware of the 
fertile ground to be found in lower price 
brackets. �Many European consumers 
cannot afford the current electric vehi-
cles,� said LeapMotor founder Matt Lei, 
who helped relaunch the MG brand as 
an electric nameplate. He said he was 
�shocked� at how prices across the con-
tinent had risen since he lived in the 
region. �We have to beat on price.�

Yet Europe has one of the highest-
priced car markets in the world and is 
home to the greatest density of pre-
mium or luxury brands, stretching from 
Sweden�s Volvo to Britain�s Range Rover, 
Germany�s Mercedes, Audi and BMW 
and Italy�s Maserati. 

Price is �clearly much more of a chal-

lenge in the low price spectrum than in 
the premium and luxury segments 
where we operate�, said Polestar�s 
Ingenlath. �I am not so much afraid of 
the price position, I�m much more afraid 
of the kind of technology they bring, 
whether they are somewhere ahead of 
us that is unreachable. That would be 
frightening.�

Yet on technology too, the Chinese are 
quietly confident. �Technologically, I 
think we are quite, quite the best,� said 
Xpeng�s Gu. �Also on the cost areas, the 
scale, in manufacturing, the supply 
chain and everything that can give us 
the confidence that we can build some-
thing competitive.�

Not all the Chinese brands are brim-
ming with ambition, and many are 
realistic about the challenges of break-
ing into the auto world�s most competi-
tive arena. �I would rather say the big-
gest challenge for us at this moment is 
not how successful we are by 2030,� said 
Lei. �Instead, we need to find our way to 
survive here. The customer�s expecta-
tion is very high.�

Many executives say it will take years 
for any significant market share to be 
taken, while Europe�s own players are 
racing to meet the challenge. �We 
should not underestimate their might 
and competence, and the customer loy-
alty,� said Sigrid de Vries, head of ACEA, 
the European industry�s trade body. 

Automobiles. Munich motor show

European carmakers gear up for a fight against China�s electric vehicle incursion

China�s journey to becoming a big car exporter
Trade in finished motor vehicles, sum over previous �� months (�bn)

Source: Brad Setser/CFR using Chinese customs data
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PETER CAMPBELL AND 
PATRICIA NILSSON � MUNICH  

This was Brian Gu�s first ever Munich 
motor show, but the vice-chair of Chi-
nese electric-vehicle maker Xpeng still 
saw a lot of familiar faces from home.

�They�re all here,� he said, naming 
Chinese rivals from Warren Buffett-
backed BYD to Geely.

Twice as many Chinese carmakers 
exhibited at Europe�s largest biennial 
motor show this year compared with 
2021, occupying almost two-thirds of 
the floor space. Many used the show to 
reveal a bevy of enticing models 
intended to win over European motor-
ists from the German brands that his-
torically dominated the exhibition. 

Xpeng, which recently agreed a  5bn 
deal to help Europe�s largest carmaker 
Volkswagen improve its technology, 
used the Munich event to reveal that it 
would start selling cars in Germany, 
France and the UK from next year.

For years, China�s carmakers learnt 
their craft from western rivals, through 
joint ventures that the international 
auto groups were required to form.

Big names accept the need to 
sharpen competitive edge as 
Asian rivals flex their muscles

an agency and managing a large luxury 
group. �We know how to manage com-
plicated, demanding, creative personal-
ities and to make intangible assets pros-
per [but] we have not thought at all in 
terms of synergies or complementarity� 
with Kering or its brands, said one of the 
people involved in the talks. 

Artemis was attracted by the oppor-
tunity of working with Singapore�s 
Temasek, which the French group 
believes shares a similar long-term out-
look and which will remain a minority 
shareholder in CAA. The agency�s low 
overheads and profit margin of more 
than 30 per cent were also attractive, 
people close to Artemis said, as was the 
diversified nature of the business. 

The high-profile motion picture divi-
sion at CAA accounts for only about 
15-20 per cent of revenues, with televi-
sion bringing in roughly a quarter. Its 
sports business is the largest division, 
accounting for about 30 per cent, and 

incudes talent management and advis-
ing teams and consulting on major 
sports infrastructure projects such as 
the Yankee Stadium in New York. 

�What reassured [Artemis] is that the 
agency is very diversified. Everyone 
focuses on the Hollywood star agency 
and it�s not even 20 per cent of the turn-
over,� said the person involved in nego-
tiations. 

On CAA�s side, �I think what inter-
ested them is that they didn�t want to go 
from fund to fund any more . . . so when 
they were approached they were 
responsive and quite receptive�, the per-
son added. 

That variety gave Pinault comfort in 
making the investment, according to 
the person. But the deal comes at a time 
of upheaval in the industry with a strike 
by actors and writers paralysing pro-
duction just as streaming platforms 
begin to curb their spending on content. 

Longer-term, the rise of streaming is 
fundamentally reshaping the way the 
industry operates while the extended 
shutdown of production and cinemas 
during the pandemic dealt it a blow. 

Founded in the 1970s by Michael 
Ovitz and other agents fleeing the Wil-
liam Morris Agency, CAA is home to 
some of the biggest names in entertain-
ment, from Zendaya, Reese Wither-
spoon and Lady Gaga to George Clooney 
and Steven Spielberg. Lourd, who was 
once married to Carrie Fisher, is a huge 
figure in Hollywood and acts as a con-
sigliere to both talent studio chiefs.

TPG bought a minority stake in the 
agency in 2010 and took control four 

Star couple: 
François-Henri 
Pinault and his 
wife Salma 
Hayek on the 
red carpet at 
this year�s 
Cannes film 
festival. Below, 
CAA�s Los 
Angeles 
headquarters 
David Niviere/
Abacapress.com; Mario Tama/
Getty Images
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The next time François-Henri Pinault 
shows up in Hollywood he will no longer 
be seen simply as film star Salma 
Hayek�s billionaire husband but as the 
owner of the talent agency that repre-
sents her. 

The Frenchman has unveiled an 
agreement to take a controlling stake in 
Creative Artists Agency � whose other 
A-list stars on its books include Brad Pitt 
and Margot Robbie � from private 
equity firm TPG in his family holding 
company Artemis�s biggest ever deal. 

The venture into entertainment is a 
new direction for Pinault and Artemis, 
which have spent most of the past dec-
ade building a $40bn portfolio focused 
on luxury with its stakes in Gucci owner 
Kering and auction house Christie�s. 

The deal, which values CAA at more 
than $7bn including debt, also marks 
the latest investment in California by 
Artemis, which was embroiled in a long 
and bruising legal battle in the 1990s 
over the fate of a junk bonds portfolio 
bought from insurer Executive Life.

�The way I see it, this is more of a per-
sonal investment of the Pinault family 
than anything related to Kering or the 
luxury business,� said Luca Solca, lux-
ury analyst at Bernstein. �Pinault�s wife 
� Salma Hayek � is a first-level movie 
star, plugged in on what goes on in 
Hollywood.�

The idea was echoed by a banker in 
the industry. �I�m not sure it has any-
thing to do with Kering but having con-
trol over such an influencing crowd can 
be useful,� the banker said, adding 
that the deal was �more likely to have 
crossover implications for his wife� than 
for Kering.

People close to Pinault say he has been 
looking for businesses in the US or Asia 
that are not tied to luxury cycles for the 
past two years, and insisted Hayek was 
not involved. 

�The deal has absolutely nothing to do 
with pleasing Salma Hayek, this is a 
business decision,� said one of the peo-
ple. �She didn�t know he was involved in 
this deal until he told her . . . she wasn�t 
even particularly happy about it.�

Talks between Artemis, CAA and TPG 
started at the end of 2022, with the 
French group�s team travelling to Los 
Angeles in April to meet key staff at the 
3,000-strong agency. 

Pinault was involved throughout, 
especially in initial conversations with 
the CAA�s three top executives and the 
process of assessing the business. How-
ever, the bulk of the negotiations were 
led by Artemis deputy chief executive 
Heloise Temple-Boyer and super-agent 
Bryan Lourd at CAA, according to two 
people involved in the talks. 

Lourd eventually broached the idea of 
Artemis buying a part of CAA from its 
private equity owners, which had not 
been actively looking to sell the busi-
ness, and talks heated up this spring. 

While the link with the luxury side of 
the business is not expected to be direct, 
people close to Artemis think there are 
overlaps in the knowhow needed to run 

Pinault�s star rises in Hollywood with 
acquisition of A-list talent manager
French tycoon spearheads investment into agency that represents celebrities including his wife Hayek
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The Russian assets of Volvo AB, the 
Swedish truckmaker, are to be trans-
ferred to a local investor, according to a 
Russian ministry of trade statement 
reported by the Interfax news agency. 
A Volvo AB representative told the 
Financial Times the transaction was a 
�voluntary divestment� as a result of 
the group�s working to liquidate its 
assets in Russia after the country�s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

The statement did not name the new 
owner, but Russia�s company registry 
showed control of several Volvo AB sub-
sidiaries passed this week to Igor Kim, 
the main shareholder in Expobank, who 
has been involved in multiple transfers 
of ownership of foreign companies, and 
his business partners.

It was unclear yesterday if Volvo had 
received any proceeds from the deal. 
The transaction�s complexities under-
line the challenges facing foreign com-
panies still doing business in Russia 
either due to a reluctance to leave or the 
increasing restrictions imposed by the 
Russian authorities on divestments.

Volvo suspended all its sales, service 
and production activities in Russia on 
February 28 last year, four days after the 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

Volvo�s main asset in Russia, which 
accounted for around 3 per cent of 
group net sales before the suspension, 
was a factory in Kaluga, 180km south-
east of Moscow, that produced 3,000 
vehicles annually under the Volvo and 
Renault brands. 

Volvo booked a provision of SKr4.1bn 
in April 2022 for its Russian business, 
saying that it had total assets in the 
country of about SKr9bn.

A group representative told Vedomo-
sti newspaper last October that it was 
considering selling the Russian business 
as it could not currently conduct opera-
tions in Russia. 

It had begun to �adapt� the business 
and was making employees redundant, 
the representative said.

Control of several Volvo Group sub-
sidiaries in Russia transferred on 
Wednesday to Kim, Expobank�s main 
shareholder, and his business partners, 
information from the Russian company 
registry shows. 

On Thursday, Expobank�s first deputy 
chair Alexey Sannikov was appointed 
chief executive of the Kaluga plant. 
Expobank grew out of the former Russia 
business of Barclays, the UK bank, and 
has been owned by Kim since the UK 
bank left the Russian market in 2011. 
Expobank had been involved in financ-
ing exit deals, several people from the 
Russian banking industry told the FT.

Natasha Tsukanova, managing direc-
tor of Xenon Capital, which is advising 
on several exit deals, said arranging 
financing to buy exiting foreign compa-
nies was a �complex challenge�.

Expobank did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

Automobiles

Volvo trucks 
exits Russia 
and transfers 
its assets to 
local investor 

years later, seeking a way to bet on the 
exploding value of sports and entertain-
ment rights in the belief that talent 
agencies were more stable businesses 
that the broader market understood. 

Its equity investment was used, in 
part, to transform CAA away from a law 
firm model where top rainmakers 
focused on their books of business to 
one where most key employees owned 
equity stakes in the business and were 
incentivised to increase its value.

No single client represents more than 1 
per cent of CAA�s revenues, according to 
people familiar with the matter, and 
apart from a drop in 2020 revenues have 
grown consistently for three decades.

The last time a Pinault ventured to 
Los Angeles, it did not end well. In the 
1990s François-Henri�s father François 
purchased a portfolio of junk bonds 
from Executive Life, a now defunct Cali-
fornia insurer that had been bought by 
Credit Lyonnais. Allegations of fraud in 
the California Life transaction led to 
Pinault being caught up in years of legal 
proceedings that ended only in 2015.

The CAA deal is the second foray by 
French investors into Hollywood in a 
year after Mediawan, founded by tele-
coms billionaire Xavier Niel, struck a 
deal in December to buy Brad Pitt�s 
sought-after production company Plan 
B Entertainment. Before that, the last 
major Gallic venture into the US enter-
tainment industry was in 2001 when 
Vivendi bought Universal Studios. 

With Pinault�s Hollywood bet, there is 
a new Frenchman in Tinseltown whose 
star is on the rise. 

�I�m not 
sure it has 
anything to 
do with 
Kering but 
having 
control over 
such an 
influencing 
crowd can 
be useful�
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European gas prices jumped yesterday 
after workers at liquefied natural gas 
facilities in Australia began strike 
action, stoking fears of disruption to 
global supplies.

Prices of TTF, the European bench-
mark, rose as much as 16 per cent to 
 35.4 per megawatt hour ($11.1 per mil-
lion British thermal units). 

The industrial action covers the Gor-
gon and Wheatstone facilities, which 
account for roughly 7 per cent of global 
LNG supply and which are operated by 
US oil and gas giant Chevron.

Unions said their members will first 
engage in limited industrial action, 
stopping work for up to 11 hours. If no 
agreement is reached by September 14, 
they plan to stop work completely for 
two weeks.

Strikes were initially set to take place 
on Thursday but were pushed back by a 
day. Offshore Alliance, a group repre-
senting two labour unions, said on 
Thursday that talks spanned the whole 
week but no deal was reached.

The union members were �seeking 

remuneration outcomes, which align 
with benchmark industry standards 
that apply to Chevron�s contemporar-
ies�, the alliance said in a statement. 

The escalation is in contrast to the sit-
uation at Woodside Energy, which 
reached an �in-principle agreement on a 
number of issues� with the alliance in 
late August. 

That averted industrial action at its 
North West Shelf facilities, which 
account for about 4 per cent of global 
LNG supply.

does not raise rates but makes it clear 
that it is still very concerned about infla-
tion and is ready to resume tightening if 
price pressures become more stubborn. 

�That would keep the market more 
on its toes, rather than a hike, which 
investors would instantly assume was 
the last,� Schumacher said.

Some investors think the looming 
recession signs in Europe will make it 
hard for the ECB to lift borrowing costs 
one more time, even if it thinks it is nec-
essary to bring inflation down to its 2 per 
cent target. 

Core inflation, which excludes more 
volatile energy and food prices and is 
closely watched by the central bank, 
remains far above target at 5.3 per cent.

�[A further rate rise] could actually 
be counterproductive because, if they 
hike into a recession, it means they will 
have to cut much more going forward,� 
said Tomasz Wieladek, chief European 
economist at T Rowe Price. �This is a 
serious risk and I think they might have 
built themselves a trap, recent data has 
been unashamedly dovish.�

Further euro weakness could compli-
cate the ECB�s task of fighting inflation 
by pushing up the cost of imports.

Chevron confirmed in a statement 
that talks had ended without agree-
ment. �We bargained in good faith and 
sought to reach an agreement that 
achieves a market competitive out-
come,� the US major said. �The unions 
continue to seek terms that are above 
and beyond equivalent terms with oth-
ers in the industry, including in agree-
ments recently reached.�

LNG from Australia, a key exporter of 
the fuel, rarely makes it directly to 
European shores. But a possible disrup-
tion to global supplies has kept Euro-
pean traders on edge for the past month.

If buyers of Australian seaborne gas in 
Asia need to hunt for alternatives, it will 
pitch them directly into competition 
with Europe, which has come to rely on 
LNG after Russia slashed its pipeline gas 
exports to the region following its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

Tom Marzec-Manser at energy con-
sultancy ICIS said a two-week strike 
�would remove around 1mn tonnes of 
LNG from the market�, adding: �Even as 
Europe heads into the winter with very 
high storages, this potential reduction in 
supply tightens what remains a very 
finely balanced global gas market.�

Commodities

Europe gas price soars after Australian 
LNG workers begin industrial action

MARY MCDOUGALL, GEORGE STEER
AND DARIA MOSOLOVA � LONDON 
MARTIN ARNOLD � FRANKFURT

The euro was hit by an eighth straight 
week of losses yesterday against
the dollar as investors responded to a 
widening gulf between a faltering
economy in the eurozone and more 
robust growth in the US.

The currency has lost more than 5 per 
cent since mid-July to trade at $1.0703, 
the steady grind lower reflecting the 
intensifying doubts over whether the 
European Central Bank will raise inter-
est rates again at its meeting next week 
amid widespread signs that the euro-
zone economy is heading for a down-
turn.

Industrial production in Germany, 
the eurozone�s traditional growth 
engine, fell for a third month in a row in 
July, figures on Thursday showed. 

Meanwhile, US jobless claims fell 
unexpectedly, the latest sign of resil-
ience in the labour market, which is 
likely to encourage the US Federal 
Reserve to hold rates at a high level for 
longer, boosting the appeal of the dollar. 

�The US data is relentless and it�s 

Currencies

Euro knocked by eight-week losing streak 
against dollar as region�s economy falters

coming at a time when the European 
manufacturing sector is very weak,� 
said Chris Turner, head of FX strategy at 
ING. �There are doubts about whether 
the ECB can squeeze in one final hike.�

Derivatives markets imply a roughly 
35 per cent chance of the ECB raising its 
deposit rate from 3.75 per cent to 4 per 
cent on September 14. Those chances 
have fallen after a string of weak eco-

nomic data in recent weeks. The euro-
zone�s official second-quarter growth 
figure was revised down from 0.3 per 
cent to 0.1 per cent and business surveys 
point to a further slowdown in August.

�It is not looking good for the
economy and that should bring more 
disinflation,� said Dirk Schumacher, a 
former ECB staffer now working as an 
economist at French bank Natixis.

Schumacher predicted the ECB would 
opt for a �hawkish pause� in which it 

�If the ECB hikes into
a recession, it means
they will have to cut much 
more going forward�

Chevron�s Wheatstone LNG facility 
is affected by the workforce strikes

data and missed payments on develop-
ers� international bonds, Beijing has so 
far limited its support to measures such 
as lowering mortgage rates and down 
payments and cutting lending costs, 
rather than launching the kind of big fis-
cal stimulus or bailout for the real estate 
industry that many global investors 
would like to see. 

The investor conferences held in 
Hong Kong this month by groups 
including Jefferies, CLSA and BNP Pari-
bas come at a pivotal time for Chinese 
markets. 

They have badly lagged behind global 
peers this year because of an under-
whelming economic rebound from 
years of pandemic-era isolation and a 
liquidity crisis in the country�s vital 
property sector.

In August alone, foreign investors 
dumped a record $12bn worth of Shang-
hai and Shenzhen listed stocks with US 
commerce secretary Gina Raimondo 
ending the month with a visit to Beijing 
where she warned that US companies 
were beginning to see China as �unin-
vestable�.

This week, China�s renminbi fell to a 
16-year low against the dollar, tumbling 
past the nadir it touched roughly a year 
ago when cities across the country 
entered economically disruptive lock-
downs as part of President Xi Jinping�s 
now-defunct zero-Covid policy.

At the Jefferies conference this week, 
China�s economic outlook was front of 
mind among fund managers canvassed 
by the Financial Times.

�We want to understand what it 
would take to convince one of the really 
big US funds � say something with a 
government component like a teachers� 
fund or something like that � to think of 
China as investable again,� said one 
western hedge fund manager. �I have to 
say, after two days, I have not seen a sig-
nal like that.�

Several investment managers said 
Chinese equities had already undergone 
a structural derating this year as global 
investors shrink their long-term alloca-
tions to Chinese stocks. Some said it was 
not yet over.

�I�d have thought we�d be done derat-
ing after a few months but I was really 

surprised by the size of the cuts to expo-
sure in August,� said a portfolio man-
ager at one US investment group, who 
expressed doubts that China would hit 
its annual growth target of �about 5 per 
cent� this year.

�Previous administrations really tried 
to hit GDP targets but this one cares 
less,� the portfolio manager added.

An equity portfolio manager at a sov-
ereign wealth fund from elsewhere in 
the region said that, �statistically speak-
ing, when you look at share prices, we 
should be close to done derating but 
there�s still a lot of room left to fall� if the 
property crisis worsened or growth 
weakened further. 

�We�ve been getting very mixed mes-
sages on China,� he added, pointing to 
high-profile promises of greater policy 
support made by top leaders in late July 
that resulted in a flurry of foreign buy-
ing. 

Those inflows reversed over signs of 
continued weakness in consumer 
spending and as hopes faded for a bail-
out of China�s beleaguered property sec-
tor, which typically accounts for about a 
quarter of economic activity. 

Kerley said it was premature to label 
China�s stock market �uninvestable� 
when it was still in the middle of a neces-
sary economic transition away from 
overreliance on the property sector.

But other investors said the confer-
ence had offered little to change atti-
tudes to China back at headquarters.

�I have learnt quite a lot but I think 
that, when I write all this up and talk to 
my colleagues back home, they are 
going to stay [out of Chinese equities],� 
said one hedge fund manager from the 
US. �They don�t feel any FOMO [fear of 
missing out] not being invested there 
right now.�

HUDSON LOCKETT AND LEO LEWIS 
HONG KONG

Fund managers flying into Hong Kong 
to check on the health of the Chinese 
economy are finding little reason to dive 
back into the country�s stock market 
with some warning that global investors 
will not be tempted back unless Beijing 
deploys a stimulus �bazooka�.

A string of high-profile investor con-
ferences in the Asian financial hub 
began this week with Jefferies� event at 
the Grand Hyatt hotel overlooking 
Hong Kong�s harbour. 

The gathering marked the first visit 
for many western investors since the 
start of the global pandemic thanks to 
the city�s tough Covid-19 quarantine 
measures, which were only lifted this 
year.

But by the end of the three-day gath-
ering � with roads near the hotel
submerged beneath waist-deep rainwa-
ter from the biggest downpour to hit the 
city in almost 140 years � delegates 
from the US, Europe and elsewhere
in Asia were downbeat on China�s
markets. 

�Historically, every time there�s been 
a big problem . . . there�s been a big pol-
icy bazooka in response,� said Michael 
Kerley, a portfolio manager at Janus 
Henderson Investors, referring to a 
large-scale stimulus like that deployed 
by Chinese authorities during the global 
financial crisis in 2008. �Now the mar-
ket wants a traditional Chinese bazooka 
and I don�t think it�s coming.�

Despite months of poor economic 

Buyers set to stay on sidelines 
unless authorities allay fears 
and move to revive economy

�We should 
be close 
to done 
derating 
but there�s 
still a lot 
of room 
left to fall�

Investor flight: 
foreign backers 
last month 
dumped a 
record $12bn of 
stocks listed on 
the Shenzhen 
stock exchange, 
pictured, and in 
Shanghai � Li 
Changwei/Oriental Image via 
Reuters 

Equities. Shrinking allocations

�Bazooka� stimulus needed to 
tempt China investors back

China stocks badly lag behind global peers
Equity benchmarks (rebased)

Source: Bloomberg
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US Treasury secretary Janet Yellen said 
China had the �policy space� to tackle 
its economic slowdown as Beijing 
extended efforts to pull the renminbi 
back from 16-year lows against the
dollar.

China�s faltering economy is fuelling 
concerns for the global economy ahead 
of a G20 summit due to start on Satur-
day in India. 

Speaking in New Delhi, Yellen said she 
did not expect the slowdown in China to 
have a �very significant direct impact on 
the United States� but said countries in 
east Asia were more likely to be 
affected.

�We see China�s growth as slowing 
over time,� Yellen told reporters. �That 
said, China has quite a bit of policy space 
to address these challenges, so we�re 
monitoring the situation.�

China has so far refrained from large-
scale fiscal stimulus or a bailout for the 
country�s struggling property sector, 
though it has cut benchmark lending 
rates as part of efforts to restore confi-
dence.

The lack of concerted effort by Beijing 
has added to downward pressure on the 

renminbi, which is down more than 6 
per cent against the dollar this year.

The exchange rate touched levels last 
seen in 2007 on Thursday after data 
showed a fourth straight month of 
decline in Chinese exports.

Following the currency�s slide, the 
central bank set the trading band for the 
renminbi against the dollar at an unex-
pectedly high level yesterday. 

Foreign exchange strategists and 
economists said it reflected senior offi-
cials� growing discomfort with renminbi 
weakness.

While policymakers welcome the 
boost to exports afforded by a softer 
currency, they remain wary of capital 
outflows that could be stoked by runa-
way depreciation against a strong dollar.

Despite the move by the People�s Bank 
of China, the renminbi fell as much as 
0.2 per cent against the dollar yesterday 
to Rmb7.3469.

Yellen did not offer any specific pre-
scriptions for Chinese officials but said 
Washington was monitoring the �chal-
lenges� facing Beijing, including �less of 
a pick-up� in consumer spending after 
Covid-19 restrictions were lifted at the 
start of this year.

Monetary easing to boost China�s 
economy has pushed down interest 
rates on Chinese government bonds rel-
ative to those on US Treasuries and has 
already prompted more than $20bn in 
foreign outflows from the country�s 
onshore debt market this year. 

That has added downward pressure to 
the exchange rate.

Currencies

Yellen says 
Beijing has 
�policy space� 
amid support 
for renminbi

Despite the move by the 
People�s Bank of China,
the renminbi fell against 
the dollar yesterday 
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3 Wall Street rebounds as rising crude 
prices boost energy stocks
3 Utilities help Europe-wide benchmark 
break seven-day losing streak
3 Asian indices edge lower after sell-off 
in techs 

US and European stocks rose yesterday 
as firmer oil prices lifted energy stocks on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

Wall Street�s benchmark S&P 500 index 
advanced 0.4 per cent by midday in New 
York while the tech-focused Nasdaq 
Composite gained 0.5 per cent. 

The gains were echoed across the 
Atlantic where the region-wide Stoxx 
Europe 600 ended seven consecutive 
days of losses to finish up 0.2 per cent.

Energy stocks posted sharp gains on 
both continents after Brent crude rose 
1.2 per cent to $90.94 a barrel, close to its 
highest point since November. West 
Texas Intermediate, the US counterpart, 
rose 1.1 per cent to $87.82.

The S&P 500 Energy index advanced 
1.5 per cent while the Stoxx Europe 600 
Energy index rose 0.4 per cent, closing at 
its highest level since March. 

Oil prices have been climbing since the 
start of the week when two of the world�s 
top producers, Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
announced they would extend supply 
cuts until the end of this year. 

Yet analysts do not �expect oil prices to 
drift too much upwards in the context of 
an overall slowdown in economic growth
. . . and with the Chinese economy 
struggling to meet its growth targets�, 
said NadŁge DufossØ, global head of 
multi-asset at Candriam.

European and Chinese stocks declined 

on the week as both markets were hit by 
weak data that made investors fret over 
the prospect of a global economic 
downturn. 

European utilities stocks rose 0.6 per 
cent yesterday, extending gains from 
earlier in the week, as they tend to be less 
sensitive to the economic cycle and 
become more attractive when investors 
expect a downturn. 

Asian markets edged lower with 
China�s benchmark CSI 300 index of 
Shanghai and Shenzhen stocks down 
0.5 per cent.

Tokyo�s Topix fell 1 per cent while Hong 

Kong markets were shut due to storms 
and flooding.

A sell-off in the region�s tech stocks 
sharpened the drop after reports that 
Beijing had banned central government 
officials from using iPhones for work � 
shares in Apple supplier TSMC, the 
world�s biggest contract chipmaker, 
retreated. 

Traders are poised for the closely 
watched US inflation report due next 
week in the hope of gaining more insight 
into the Federal Reserve�s policy plans 
more than a year after the central bank 
started to lift rates. Daria Mosolova

What you need to know

Rising crude prices lift European energy stocks to �-month high
Stoxx Europe ��� Energy index

Source: LSEG
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Markets update

US Eurozone Japan UK China Brazil
Stocks S&P 500 Eurofirst 300 Nikkei 225 FTSE100 Shanghai Comp Bovespa
Level 4464.75 1799.12 32606.84 7478.19 3116.72 115252.69
% change on day 0.31 0.17 -1.16 0.49 -0.18 -0.63
Currency $ index (DXY) $ per   Yen per $ $ per £ Rmb per $ Real per $
Level 104.975 1.072 147.665 1.249 7.343 4.992
% change on day -0.080 0.093 0.388 0.080 0.218 0.229
Govt. bonds 10-year Treasury 10-year Bund 10-year JGB 10-year Gilt 10-year bond 10-year bond
Yield 4.252 2.608 0.646 4.528 2.665 11.018
Basis point change on day -1.170 -0.200 -0.710 -2.500 -0.500 0.100
World index, Commods FTSE All-World Oil - Brent Oil - WTI Gold Silver Metals (LMEX)
Level 447.73 90.76 87.64 1918.35 23.01 3702.30
% change on day 0.13 0.93 0.89 -0.19 -1.98 -0.36
Yesterday’s close apart from: Currencies = 16:00 GMT; S&P, Bovespa, All World, Oil = 17:00 GMT; Gold, Silver = London pm fix. Bond data supplied by Tullett Prebon.
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Biggest movers
% US Eurozone UK

Up
s

Valero Energy 4.57
Loln National 4.10
Amgen 3.91
Hilton Worldwide Holdings 3.55
Phillips 66 3.33

Saipem 4.85
Ageas 4.54
Lvmh 2.62
Carrefour 2.46
Christian Dior 2.00

Gsk 4.03
Entain 3.76
Jd Sports Fashion 2.61
Compass 2.40
Hiscox Ltd 2.13

%

Do
wn

s

Bio-rad Laboratories class A -3.87
Bio-techne -3.76
Essex Property Trust -3.12
Iqvia Holdings -2.97
Solaredge -2.95

Prices taken at 17:00 GMT

Wartsila -5.09
Fresen.med.care -2.04
Philips -1.78
Alstom -1.62
Heidelbergcement -1.53
Based on the constituents of the FTSE Eurofirst 300 Eurozone

Melrose Industries -4.91
Smurfit Kappa -3.17
Convatec -2.60
Bt -1.62
Rolls-royce Holdings -1.52

All data provided by Morningstar unless otherwise noted.

Grocery chain Kroger rallied after 
drawing a line under opioid claims.

Kroger booked a $1.4bn charge during 
the second quarter as it reached �an 
agreement in principle with plaintiffs to 
settle the majority of opioid claims that 
have been or could be brought against 
the company�.

This settlement was not an �admission 
of wrongdoing or liability�, it added.

In a separate statement, Kroger and 
Albertsons said that they had signed an 
agreement with C&S Wholesale Grocers, 
which owns the Piggly Wiggly franchise, 
to sell �select stores� in connection with 
their proposed merger.

Albertsons, home to Safeway and Vons, 
also climbed.

Block, co-founded by Jack Dorsey, fell 
sharply following a systems outage for its 
payments platform, Square. 

The company said on X, formerly 
Twitter, that �sellers had been unable to 
access accounts or process payments� 
since noon on Thursday.

A cut to its outlook weighed on Rent 
the Runway, the ecommerce platform 
that allows users to hire and buy designer 
clothes.

It forecast revenue of �at least 
$296.4mn� for its fiscal 2023 year, down 
from the earlier range of $320mn to 
$330mn stated in June. Ray Douglas

Wall Street LondonEurope
German chemicals group Covestro leapt 
off the back of dealmaking rumours.

The supervisory board of the polymer 
materials group was reportedly meeting 
yesterday to discuss giving its blessing to 
formal talks with Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company, according to Bloomberg.

The state-owned energy company 
suggested to Covestro in August that it 
was willing to make a new offer of  60 
per share, said the report, topping a  55 
bid made earlier this year.

A downgrade weighed on Italian lender 
FinecoBank, which had its rating cut from 
�overweight� to �neutral� by JPMorgan.

The bank�s � 500mn deposit outflows 
in August were larger than expected 
(even accounting for August usual 
seasonality) and raised concerns of 
further deposit reductions over the 
coming months�, said the broker, adding 
that this could lead to earnings 
downgrades.

Analysts estimated that every  1bn of 
deposit reduction would result in about a 
3.5 per cent contraction in full-year 
earnings per share.

Belgian�s D�Ieteren rallied on releasing 
�very strong� first-half results, said KBC 
Securities.

The auto distributor posted an 
adjusted pre-tax profit of  548.9mn, up 
46.5 per cent year on year. Ray Douglas

Near the top of the FTSE 250 index was 
IT services group Computacenter, which 
posted a 27 per cent jump in revenues for 
the half year.

Its German operation did particularly 
well, �driven by an exceptionally strong 
technology sourcing business�, said the 
company.

Heading the mid-cap index was music 
publishing company Hipgnosis following 
news that Guernsey-registered Round 
Hill Music Royalty, a closed-end fund also 
specialising in music copyright 
investments, had agreed to be bought by 
US peer Alchemy Copyrights in a 
$468.8mn deal.

Attention would now inevitably turn to 
Hipgnosis, said Jefferies � a larger 
vehicle than RHMR �with arguably a more 
iconic music portfolio�.

At the tail-end of the FTSE 250 was 
Goldman Sachs-owned Petershill 
Partners, which cut its full-year guidance, 
forecasting partner fee-related earnings 
of $190mn to $210mn � down from an 
earlier range of $220mn to $250mn.

Berenberg buoyed JD Sports Fashion, 
lifting its price target for the retailer. 

The broker said JD looked �cheap 
against every peer group� following a 
slide in its share price that owed much to 
�macro uncertainties� and �peer 
warnings�. Ray Douglas

M ergers and acquisitions 
are Wall Street�s blood 
sport. Winning a deal is of 
paramount importance. 
So anyone who gets in the 

way of achieving that goal draws ire.
That is one reason why top US 

antitrust enforcer Lina Khan has 
become such an antagonist for 
dealmakers and why they were rejoicing 
this month when Amgen reached a 
settlement with her agency, allowing the 
pharmaceutical company�s $28bn 
acquisition of Horizon Therapeutics to 
proceed.

In its first challenge to a 
pharmaceutical deal in more than a 
decade, Khan�s Federal Trade 
Commission had sought to block the 
deal, arguing that greater market power 
would lead to higher prices for patients.

One leading corporate lawyer 
summed up the widely held view on the 
settlement on Wall Street, saying it 
would discredit Khan and the FTC. 

He added that it would be harder for 
the former Columbia professor to win 
future cases, especially as the Amgen 
settlement comes after failing to block in 
court Microsoft�s $75bn acquisition of 
Activision and Meta�s takeover of virtual 
reality fitness app maker Within.

There�s no doubt that the recent 
defeats are a setback for Khan, who was 
appointed by US president Joe Biden in 
2021 with a mandate to revive the FTC to 
its trustbusting origins. And they come 
before a big looming showdown � an 
FTC lawsuit against Amazon expected to 
be launched later this month. But the 
reality of the Amgen settlement may be 

under Khan had previously been 
reluctant to settle due to fears that 
antitrust restrictions often fail to 
preserve competition. So the settlement 
could weaken the agency�s position in 
future battles. 

�If an agency takes a very hard line on 
settlements, it must be prepared to 
litigate to the finish. If you cannot 
demonstrate your ability to prevail, a 
larger number of companies will take 
you on and ask the court to consider the 
settlement terms that the agency 
rejected,� said Kovacic. �This has proven 
to be a successful strategy for the 
merging parties in Meta/Within, and 
Microsoft/Activision.�

And it is the hope of dealmakers. 
Dealmaking volume � in dollar terms � 
has fallen significantly since Khan 
became chair of the FTC but the overall 
number of transactions is above average 
over the past decade. What this shows is 
that big companies have shied away 
from doing mega deals but smaller 
acquisitions have gone ahead as they 
probably posed less of a threat. 

Consequently, anybody talking to 
dealmakers over the past year or so will 
have noticed that barely anyone has 
been capable of hiding their loathing for 
Khan. In private, financiers accuse her of 
being anti-American and against 
business. Several Wall Street donors to 
the Democratic Party are using their 
position of influence to quietly lobby 
Biden to drop Khan if he gets re-elected, 
according to people briefed on the 
matter. That�s how badly they want her 
out of the FTC. 

Khan has an egalitarian vision of 
competition law that seeks to improve 
the wellbeing of citizens beyond their 
roles as consumers. The animus towards 
her in finance and corporate America 
might indicate that she is having an 
impact despite the setbacks. The 
Amazon case will be a big test. 

james.fontanella@ft.com

somewhat more complex than the Wall 
Street summation.

 �The FTC�s record in court and by 
settlement is by no means a defeat for 
chair Khan�s tenure,� said Eleanor Fox, 
an expert in competition policy and 
professor at New York University School 
of Law. �Amgen was not a defeat at all. It 
was a settlement and the FTC got 
restrictions that it wanted. It did not get 
to enjoin the merger but that partial 
victory is the nature of a settlement.�

In Amgen�s case, the FTC argued that 
the Big Pharma group could get buyers to 
favour Horizon�s drugs by bundling 
them with its own best medicines. Under 
the resolution, Amgen promised not to 
bundle two of Horizon�s drugs.

Fox added that a few court losses for 

the FTC or the Department of Justice 
were not a black mark either. �Our 
antitrust law is very conservative, 
making it hard for plaintiffs to win and 
the FTC � and DoJ � are fighters to try to 
push back a very long, very big-business-
friendly orientation.� 

James Keyte,   director of the Fordham 
Competition Law Institute, also pointed 
to Khan�s longer-term aims. �She uses 
litigation, if necessary, as a platform to 
try and return, in her view, antitrust law 
to its original purpose of preventing 
industry consolidation or post-merger 
abuse,� he said.

The contrary view comes from 
William Kovacic, an academic who 
chaired the FTC under Republican 
president George W Bush. He said the 
outcome of the Amgen dispute was an 
example of ambition being tempered by 
realism. But he added that the FTC 

The animus towards her
in finance and corporate 
America might indicate 
she is having an impact 

On Wall Street
Banker glee doesn�t tell the 
whole story on Khan losses













group, which boasted a valuation of 
$11.8bn just 18 months ago, is in talks 
to raise new funds in a deal that would 
value it at just $2.5bn. 

The economics behind ultrafast 
delivery were always dubious. Groups 
in this space all rely on buckets of cash 
provided by VCs to snatch market 
share with flashy branding, aggressive 
marketing and steep discounts. Their 
rapid delivery speed is accomplished 
through a combination of small
localised warehouses, an army of 
couriers and a limited selection of 
household staples. The bet was that, in
densely populated cities, ultrafast 
delivery would be easier to scale and 
more financially feasible to pull off.

That proved not to be the case. In the 
US, many of Getir�s rivals have been
sold or shut down. To reduce its own 
cash burn, Getir has closed up shop in
Spain, Italy, Portugal and France.

It now has operations in just five
markets: Turkey, the UK, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the US. 

The 80 per cent climbdown in Getir�s
valuation does not look overdone. 
Shares in DoorDash, the US food-
delivery app, and UK-based Ocado, are 
both down about 70 per cent from their 
2021 peaks.

All this bodes poorly for Instacart�s
upcoming initial public offering. The 
US grocery-delivery service could go 
public as soon as next week.

Do not expect shares to go flying off 
the shelves.

2019 and is now overseeing a stream of 
profit warnings. Disney�s share price is 
down more than a tenth since Bob Iger 
returned with a plan of cost cuts. 

Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey 
failed to solve its moderation and 
profitability problems when he came 
back. At Starbucks, Howard Schultz 
ended his third stint as chief executive 
in the midst of a fight with employees 
seeking to unionise.

Ousting CEOs and reinstating old 
bosses can make companies look weak. 

It indicates lack of planning, over-
reliance on one figure and the inability 
to evolve. Part of the problem may be 
the determination of long-term CEOs 
to keep an eye on the business. Iger 
remained Disney�s executive chair after 
stepping down as CEO and is reported 
to have kept his office. Peterson also 
moved to an executive chair role after 
handing his Flexport job to Clark. 

truly leave.

In tennis one calls this result a bagel, 
a zero. The UK�s latest annual power 
auction received no offshore wind
power project bids, the government 
said yesterday. It had served up a 
power price cap equivalent to about 
£60 per megawatt hour in today�s 
prices. That proved too low. 

Nevertheless, this could be good
news for the sector. Consider this a 
predictable surprise. A pre-announced 
price cap was about a fifth below a 
recent Irish Sea auction. Some groups
had moaned about the proposed UK 
price. That offered a warning. Wind
farm companies refused to participate.

All is not lost. German bureaucrats 
took a parsimonious view on their 
price cap in a December wind
auction, producing a historically low 
subscription rate near 20 per cent. 
Higher prices in the next two quarterly 
auctions earlier this year boosted that 
interest about seven times.

This issue is not limited to Europe.
Massachusetts had to cancel offshore
wind projects when bidders pulled out. 
Seeing this, New York watchdogs sound 
more pragmatic. They are considering 
petitions for increased power purchase 
agreements. These average 48 per cent 
on four projects from auction winners
including Equinor, BP and Ørsted, says 
Bernstein�s Deepa Venkateswaran.

New York does not want delays. But 
these will hit the UK offshore wind
sector if the British government does 
not act promptly. With no change to
the schedule, an upward adjustment to
the price cap would require a year�s 
wait. Plus some earlier wind projects 
are also stalling. The government could
miss its offshore wind capacity target of 
50GW for 2030.

over inflationary pressures. But natural
gas volatility is the main factor in 
power price fluctuations. Offshore
wind can in coming years offer more 
additional scale than most other 
renewable power sources. That means
the sooner offshore wind comes on 
stream the faster gas can be replaced.

UK offshore wind: 
net loss

Amazon executive Dave Clark was the 
perfect candidate to run freight start-
up Flexport. After building up the
logistics operation of a trillion-dollar 
company, he should have had no 
problems expanding an $8bn start-up.

But after one year, Clark is out and 
Flexport�s founder Ryan Petersen is 
back in the top job. Clark was focused 
on taking a larger share of the $140bn
freight market. But growth has been
difficult this year. Freight rates have 
fallen as spending has shifted from 
ecommerce to hospitality.

However, the CEO switch may also
show the difficulty in letting go that 
some bosses have. In the tech sector, 
where founders are revered, company 
creator comebacks are championed. 
Steve Jobs� successful return to Apple is
often invoked. Reddit co-founder Steve 
Huffman returned as chief in 2015 and 
is now expected to lead it to an IPO.

But stability and deep knowledge of a 
company can come at the expense of 
new ideas. Superdry co-founder Julian
Dunkerton has failed to make the
retailer fashionable since returning in

Returning CEOs: 
boomerang bosses

Burning Man festival goers stranded
in the desert this year had a difficult 
time sourcing wet-weather gear.
The Nevada art festival is a 
commerce-free zone where barter 
and gifting is the norm. 

That does not mean the event is
free. Plenty of money changes hands
away from the playa. Tickets to 
attend cost $575, plus $150 for a 
vehicle pass. Add taxes, fees and RV 
rental and the nine-day event can 
cost more than $1,000.

Burning Man began as a small
ceremony on San Francisco�s Baker 
Beach in 1986. By 2010, ticket prices
had reached $210. The 174 per cent 
rise since then far outpaces inflation.

Around the world, festival prices
have jumped over the past decade. 
Live experiences, muddy or not, are 
highly prized. Festival organisers 

have made events more professional,
attracting an older, wealthier 
audience. Artists have raised fees.
Organisers recently have sought to 
recoup pandemic losses too. 

Glastonbury, the largest festival in
the UK, lifted ticket prices 20 per cent 
this year to £335, citing higher 
running costs.

 In the US, desert music festival 
Coachella has doubled in price over 
that period, taking tickets to $549
($1,609 for VIP). An �interactive�
badge at the SXSW festival in Austin 
Texas is $1,595, nearly three times as 
much as it was in 2010. 

For those unwilling to pay more,
however, alternatives are available. 
Go to two of the world�s biggest 
festivals: Vienna�s Donauinselfest and
the Montreal Jazz Fest. You will find
plenty of free shows.
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Mawazine Rabat, Morocco

Donauinselfest Vienna, Austria

Montreal Int. Jazz Festival Canada

Pol�and�Rock Festival Kostrzyn, Poland

Summerfest Milwaukee, US

Rock in Rio Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Sziget Budapest, Hungary

Essence Music Festival New Orleans, US
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Ultrafast grocery-delivery start-ups 
burst on to the scene in the pandemic. 
Between 2020 and 2021, companies 
promising to bring provisions to your 
doorstep in 15 minutes or less raised a 
collective $6.5bn, says PitchBook.

But sharply higher interest rates 
have dried up the flow of venture 
capital. Consumers also appeared to 
have cast aside their inner sloths to 
fetch their own milk. Companies now 
have to accept lower valuations in 
order to raise new funds. 

Getir underscores the challenges

Getir: 
delayed delivery
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�Peak Goldilocks� 
leaves stocks in need 
of a fairy tale ending
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Katie Martin
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O ver the summer, a certain 
familiar fairy tale kept 
cropping up in financial 
markets: Goldilocks. 

Key economic data 
releases were neither too hot nor too
cold, but just right, like the porridge 
sampled in the story by the plucky 
young eponymous hero. Jobs and infla-
tion figures were bright enough to sug-
gest the US economy, in particular, was
successfully withstanding the Federal
Reserve�s scorching campaign of inter-
est rate rises, and dull enough to suggest 
the central bank might not need to do 
too much more before inflation gets
back in its box.

Now, summer is over, the tans are fad-
ing, and investors have remembered
that at the end of the Goldilocks story, a 
small child is scared out of her wits by 
hostile animals chasing her into the for-
est. Sure, the kid nicks a bit of porridge, 
breaks a chair and briefly exercises her 
squatter�s rights in a cottage, but ulti-
mately, the winners are the bears. 

So it is too in markets. August deliv-
ered the first monthly drop in the
benchmark S&P 500 index since Febru-
ary, and the opening days of September 
have been weak on both sides of the 
Atlantic. We have reached, wrote strate-
gist Bhanu Baweja and colleagues at 
UBS, �Peak Goldilocks�.

Oil is helping to fan nerves. Brent 
crude cracked above $90 a barrel this
week for the first time since November, 
after Saudi Arabia and Russia said they 
would extend supply cuts. That bench-
mark has now climbed by a quarter 
since June, rekindling concerns that the 
inflation bogeyman is down but not out.

Suddenly the story investors are tell-
ing themselves to help understand what 
fickle markets are up to has shifted. 
Should this matter? Arguably not. But 
when everyone is trying to spot how and 
when growth and perky inflation will 
give way to an elusive US economic 

downturn, it does. �It�s a narrative-
driven market,� said Salman Ahmed, 
global head of macro and strategic asset 
allocation at Fidelity International. 

Over the past couple of months, the 
main narrative has centred on a soft 
landing, where central banks succeed in
taming inflation without burning jobs or 
sparking a serious economic pullback. 

Certainly, the pessimists this year got 
it wrong. The US has dodged recession,
comfortably, and stock markets have 
swept higher, defying consensus expec-
tations for a decline. Ahmed is happy to
admit he made the same mistake, hav-
ing given up on his call for a 2023 reces-
sion in June. But he remains convinced

the damage from the Fed�s aggressive
series of interest rate rises will come. 

Up until now, growth-focused equities 
and risky bits of the corporate bond
markets � supported by excess liquid-
ity in the financial system and enthusi-
asm around artificial intelligence �
have been performing as if the rate rises
we have seen do not really matter. It is 
hard to imagine that can last for ever, 
particularly when shakier companies
that feasted on cheap money after the
pandemic come to refinance that debt at 
higher rates in the next year or two. 

Ominously, the pain is already evi-
dent in Europe, where stocks have stag-
nated and the euro has been dribbling 
lower against the all-conquering dollar 
for weeks. �Europe is in an interesting 
moment and a complicated situation,�
said Gustavo Madeiros, head of research
at Ashmore. �The impact of the hikes is
felt much earlier in Europe, where the
vast majority of lending is short-term

bank loans.� Poland�s bumper rate cut 
this week could end up as a cautionary 
tale for what lies ahead in more devel-
oped markets. 

Suddenly, market participants are 
finding it easier to rattle off reasons for 
caution. The oil price is one of them. A 
spike in European gas prices this week 
also brings a sense of dØjà vu. China�s 
economy is very clearly under strain 
and is piling additional stress on the cru-
cial industrial sector in Germany. Even 
Apple � considered something of a 
haven stock over recent years � 
dropped by 7 per cent this week after 
Chinese authorities pressed state 
employees to stop using iPhones. That�s 
a cool $200bn hit and a big challenge to 
US markets that rely heavily on a tiny 
clutch of tech stocks.

Even good news is bad news now. Data 
on Wednesday showing that the US 
services sector is in surprisingly rude 
health knocked stocks because inves-
tors are worried that the Fed has not 
done enough yet to hold inflation dura-
bly lower. Instead it will probably have 
to keep the pressure up, for longer.

It is all sounding reminiscent of 2022 
� a dreadful year for investors who had 
to deal with sinking stocks and a decline 
in bond prices. This time is different, in 
the sense that the 13 per cent climb in 
global stocks so far this year offers a 
cushion, as do the bumper yields on
even the safest government debt.

If you are willing to hold those bonds 
to maturity, you have nothing to worry 
about. But Bank of America pointed out 
this week that we�re well on track for the 
third down year in a row for the US 10-
year Treasury bond � a losing streak 
previously unmatched in the entire 250-
year history of the US republic.

Unless stocks can pull off a fairy tale
ending to this year, 2023 could shape up 
to be drab yet again.

katie.martin@ft.com

Market participants are 
finding it easier to rattle
off reasons for caution.
The oil price is one of them
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Intense rainfall causes �ooding in Spanish cities 

Sign up for The Climate Graphic: Explained newsletter ft.com/climate

Torrential rain triggered �ash �oods 
in cities across Spain and Greece 
this week. Toledo, southwest of 
Madrid, experienced record rainfall 
of ����mm in a ��-hour period last 
Sunday, according to data from 
AEMET, Spain�s meterological 
agency.

As the climate warms further, there 
will be �an increase in the amount of 
water vapour the atmosphere can 
hold�, Copernicus director Carlo 
Buontempo explains. �Climate 
models expect this increase in water 
vapour to translate into an increase 
of the most intense precipitation.�

Record heatwaves around the globe 
are also compounding the problem. 
High temperatures bake the ground 
making it very dif�cult to absorb 
the vast amount of water that these 
intense storms are producing.

Cumulative daily wild�re emissions ����-���� (tonnes of carbon, mn)
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of depression. Her hedonistic character 
took a dangerous turn with her cata-
strophic relationship with Blake Fielder-
Civil, the dismally ill-suited love of her 
life, a fringe music-industry chancer 
who introduced her to crack cocaine and 
heroin. Their volatile relationship fur-
nished Winehouse with the real-life 
material for her masterpiece Back to 
Black. Its inspired reimagining of classic 
soul, torch song, hip-hop and 1960s girl 
groups dignified the chaos and squalor of 
their actual time together. 

Her tempestuous marriage to Fielder-
Civil was over by the time she died and 
she had quit hard drugs. There were 
hopes she could resurrect her music 
career, but the scales tipped inexorably, 
sickeningly, towards tragedy. The coro-
ner ruled that alcohol poisoning was the 
cause of her death. The sight of her 
corpse being stretchered in a body bag 
from her house resembled a crime scene. 

Winehouse�s childhood home lies 
seven miles to the north of Camden 
Square, in the suburb of Southgate. Her 
mother was a pharmacist and her father 
worked in a double-glazing company 
before retraining as a taxi driver. Both 
sides of her family are Jewish. She lived 
with her mother after her parents sepa-
rated when she was nine. In Amy Wine-
house: In Her Words, we learn that she 
gained the nickname �Nooge�, a Yid-
dish-derived word �that means she was 
always pushing the boundaries�.

She moved to a flat in Camden after 
signing to Island Records in 2002. The 
district is London�s indie-rock heart-
land. Tattoo parlours, pubs, clubs and 
venues are scattered around its sprawl-
ing clothes market and the surrounding 
streets. The hard-drinking, weed-smok-
ing, music-loving, vintage-clothes-wear-
ing, tattoo enthusiast Winehouse � her 
first piece of body art, an image of Betty 
Boop, was inked on her when she was 15 
� took to the grungy pleasure zone as 
though to the manner born. 

There are numerous memorials to the 
vanished �Queen of Camden� in her old 
stamping-ground. She gazes past us in 
murals, lustrous black hair arranged like 
ice cream swirls. A life-size statue stands 
in a section of the market. The teenage 
Winehouse worked there, first at a stall 
selling candles then, less aromatically, in 
a fetish clothes store.

Fans often visit one of her favourite 
pubs, the Hawley Arms, asking for her 

H ow should Amy Wine-
house be remembered? 
The most gifted break-
through British pop star of 
the 2000s would have been 

40 next week. Instead, she died in 2011 
aged 27. Her downfall took place under 
callously voyeuristic circumstances. 
The media turned her ruination with 
drink and drugs into entertainment. 
She was scrutinised minutely but 
wrongly, as if in a distorting mirror. 
Meanwhile, the songs that she wrote 
about her suffering were not cathartic in 
that they failed to alleviate it.

She only made two albums, yet her 
musical legacy is immense. Her songs 
move like a free spirit through different 
eras of popular music, stretching back to 
jazz and reaching into rap. Her singing is 
immediately recognisable, needling, 
cajoling, emphatic, greedy, tender, sor-
rowful � a voice that demands attention 
and lavishly rewards it. She is both 
motive and challenge to the singers who 
have followed her. �Because of her, I 
picked up a guitar, and because of her, I 
write my own songs,� Adele said in 2016. 

If her decline was the essence of trag-
edy, then in her short life of extremes she 
also embodied the spirit of comedy. Her 
image was larger-than-life, a beehived 
composite of Betty Boop and Ronnie 
Spector magicked into being with a mas-
cara wand and singular imagination. She 
was witty, clever, ribald, charismatic. 

A persistent streak of humour runs 
through her songs. �The only time I hold 
your hand/Is to get the angle right,� is 
her bravura description of unsentimen-
tal sex with an ex-boyfriend in the track 
�In My Bed�. It appears on her aptly 
titled debut Frank, released in 2003 
when she was just 20, a precocious 
display of talent that brought her fame 
in Britain. Three years later its succes-
sor Back to Black made her an interna-

tional superstar. This 16mn-selling 
colossus was inspired by a break-up. 
There is anguish in it but also comedy, as 
with the blackly funny, twist-in-the-tale 
track �You Know I�m No Good� � the 
twist being that the man who the singer 
is cheating on doesn�t care about being 
betrayed. He also, she realises with a 
lurch, has been cheating on her.

�Whenever I write anything sad, I 
never just let it be that way. I put a moral 
or a punchline in it,� Winehouse says in 
the posthumous documentary Amy, 
which came out in 2015. In the same 
film, her regular producer and song-
writing partner Salaam Remi explains 
how he conceived his role when she was 
first sent to his Miami studio as a Lon-
don ingØnue with the sketches of the 
tracks that would end up on Frank. 
�What I allowed her to do,� he says, �was 
put her wit into her songs.�

 
The tree facing her former house in 
Camden, north London, is now a shrine 
to the singer. It is a London plane in a 
large, leafy square that splits the differ-

ence between grandness and ordinari-
ness. Winehouse�s old home, which she 
purchased in 2010, the year before her 
death, is at the grand end of the scale, a 
semi-detached 19th-century villa.

Her impromptu memorial tree has 
bamboo fencing wrapped around its 
lower trunk. In the slats of this fencing 
are numerous commemorative tokens: 
bunches of dried-up flowers, hair bands, 
padlocks, a bra, drawings. 

�I know your died [sic] but people still 
care about you and I�m one of the peo-
ple,� reads a letter from a girl in a child�s 
handwriting. Her �fav� song is �Rehab�. 
�You never knew me and yet you man-
aged to touch me in a way that doesn�t 
make sense,� a 31-year-old called Emily 
from Nashville states in another letter. 
A drawing of the singer surrounded by 
hearts carries the legend: �Remember-
ing Amy Queen of Camden!�

Remembering Amy is an emotional 
need, and also an industry. She remains 
a big commercial draw: Back to Black 
notched up its 127th week in the UK top 
40 on its 15th anniversary in 2021. She 
died without a will. Her estate is control-
led by her divorced parents, Janis Wine-
house-Collins and Mitch Winehouse. A 
book marking what would have been 
her 40th birthday, Amy Winehouse: In 
Her Words, brings us family photos, 
teenage journals and poems. Its pro-
ceeds are going to the Amy Winehouse 
Foundation, set up in 2011 to help vul-
nerable young people.

The flood of posthumous albums that 
has been observed with other prema-
turely dead icons has not occurred. Jimi 
Hendrix, who also died at 27, released 
four albums in his lifetime but has had 
more than 80 appear under his name 
since his death. In contrast, Wine-
house�s slender body of work while 
alive, just the two albums, has been 
joined by only one compilation of previ-
ously unheard recordings, 2011�s Lion-
ess: Hidden Treasures. But the manage-
ment of her legacy has not been without 
controversy. A planned tour featuring a 
hologram of the singer was shelved in 
2019 amid accusations of exploitation.

She is not an easy figure to commemo-
rate: there is as much or more to lament 
in her curtailed life as to celebrate. She 
suffered from bulimia from her late 
teens and spoke of experiencing periods 

Another Amy
As we approach what would have been Amy Winehouse�s 40th birthday,

the lurid tales of her life are giving way to a more considered appreciation

of her work. Ludovic Hunter-Tilney goes in search of a singular legacy

Above: Amy 
Winehouse, 
photographed 
by Jake Chessum 
in 2004

Below: a statue 
of the singer 
in Camden, 
London, where 
she lived
Jake Chessum/Supervision; 
Stefano Guidi/Getty

signature cocktail, the Rickstasy, a 
mixer-free skull-crusher. �All the time,� 
says a bar staff member called Melissa 
who has worked there for four years. 
�But we don�t make it, we never have. 
We would never make it.�

An autographed photo of the singer 
hangs on the wall, with a thought bubble 
that she drew above her head containing 
the words �I love Blake�. She met Field-
er-Civil in another pub, the Good Mixer, 
while playing pool, the favoured sport of 
wastrels and one at which she excelled. 

It turns up in her majestic ballad 
�Love Is a Losing Game� with its 
resigned refrain: �And now, the final 
frame�. An illustration of her with a pool 
cue hangs over the door to the ladies� 

toilets. I narrowly lose a game to Andy, a 
silver-haired man in dark glasses with a 
Liverpudlian accent. He tells me that his 
brother, now deceased, used to be one of 
Winehouse�s minders. 

 
Dale Davis is a session musician who 
plays in The Amy Winehouse Band, a 
tribute act featuring members of her 
live band. He used to be her bassist. He 
remembers speaking to her over the tel-
ephone on the night she died. �When 
she rang me on the Friday, she said, �Oh 
Dale, I�m a little drunk�, and I said, �Well, 
you don�t sound it.� Then we just had a 
normal, loving conversation,� he recalls. 
The call ended with them making plans 
to meet the following evening. �I love 
you,� he told her, �I love you more,� she 
replied, and hung up. �Those were my 
last words from her,� he says.

Davis joined her touring band in 2003 
and became its bandleader the following 
year. He was instantly struck by her tal-
ent. �There weren�t many vocal tricks 
per se, but she was a great singer in how 
she told a story with such conviction and 
clarity,� he says.

Winehouse attended the Sylvia Young 

Continued on page 2

Fans visit the Hawley Arms 
asking for her favourite 
cocktail. �But we don�t 
make it, we never have,� 
says a bar staff member. 
�We would never make it�
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song waiting to happen,� she reckoned. 
Her uncensored way of presenting 
herself made her easy prey for a new 
and old media-conducted assault on 
traditional notions of privacy.

�Because of her personality, her back-
ground and her ideas about the kind of 
music she made, she was perfectly 
placed to be the fulcrum of the most 
extreme version of those forces,� Ditum 
says. �They fell on her at once.�

Viewed as tragedy, Winehouse�s death 
raises the question of blame. The Oscar-
winning Amy, directed by Asif Kapadia 
(who also made the documentary 
Senna) spread the load widely, from the 
singer�s own wilful character to heed-
lessness about her health on the part of 
those around her. Winehouse�s father 
Mitch came out of it badly, portrayed as 
dazzled by his daughter�s fame to the 
extent of being blind to its destructive 
consequences. He said afterwards that 
he suffered a nervous breakdown as a 
result of his depiction.

Amy was commissioned by Wine-
house�s record label, Universal Music. 
Her estate riposted in 2021 with a docu-
mentary pointedly called Reclaiming 
Amy. This reclamation continues with 
Amy Winehouse: In Her Words, which 
memorialises her in a positive way, as a 
loving and talented daughter who fell 
victim to addiction as though struck 
down by an unpredictable illness. 

Competing interpretations of this 
brilliant but deeply flawed individual 
will continue for as long as she is 
remembered. Another version of her 
life is currently being filmed, a biopic 
called Back to Black directed by Sam 
Taylor-Johnson. Meanwhile, the real 
Winehouse gets more distant with each 
passing year, like the drying tears that 
recur throughout Back to Black�s songs.

This is where we must turn for a bal-
anced portrait of Winehouse, one in 
which the conflicting characteristics of 
comedy and tragedy are resolved � her 
work. In Back to Black�s title track, her 
finest song, desperate longing for the 
lover who has left is envisaged as chips 
pushed on to a single square as the rou-
lette wheel spins, a metaphor that exists 
alongside bleaker meanings of depres-
sion or slipping into unconsciousness. 

�The odds are stacked, I go back to 
black,� Winehouse sings, stretching out 
the last word as long as possible. She is 
telling us about loss, while allowing the 
faintest hope for the possibility of a win. 
Good songs cannot end badly, even if the 
stories they tell do. In her music at least, 
the singer managed to avoid bad end-
ings. That is where the best memory of 
Amy Winehouse resides.

Ludovic Hunter-Tilney is the FT�s pop critic
�Amy Winehouse: In Her Words� (Harper-
Collins) is out now, with all author proceeds 
going to the Amy Winehouse Foundation

Theatre School, but her singing style 
was mostly self-taught. When Frank 
came out, she was briefly labelled the 
�British Badu� due to the influence of 
one of her favourite artists, the innova-
tive US soul and R&B singer Erykah 
Badu. But classic jazz had a stronger pull 
on her imagination. 

While growing up she immersed her-
self in the work of Sarah Vaughan, 
Dinah Washington and Billie Holiday. 
From them she learnt to hone her 
exceptional gift for phrasing. In the way 
of jazz vocals, she treated her voice as a 
musical instrument. When she first 
heard Vaughan in her late teens, Wine-
house was struck by how the 1950s 
singer sounded �like a reed instrument 
� like a clarinet�.

�A lot of people, especially in the pop 
environment, tend to sing the same 
every night, but she had a very improvi-
sational attitude towards her music,� 
Davis says. �She was a musician�s singer.�

She was also a writer. �Language is 
Amy�s strong point,� states a primary 
school report in Amy Winehouse: In Her 
Words. Her English teacher at Sylvia 
Young thought she would become a nov-
elist. �She was always writing stuff,� 
Davis says. He ventures to place her 
alongside singer-songwriters such as 
Bob Dylan and Joni Mitchell.

He thinks that she was �an incredible 
singer from 2003 to the end of 2007�. 
The deterioration was rapid. I saw her 
play a vibrant gig in Camden in Novem-
ber 2006 when she flourished songs 
from the newly released Back to Black 
like a winning hand and bantered with 
watching friends and family. Just a year 
later, I witnessed a distressingly awful 
one in a Birmingham arena during 
which she came on late, broke down 
during songs, sang unintelligibly, got 
progressively more intoxicated and 
cursed the audience. In my zero-star 
review of the concert, I wrote that Davis 
and the rest of the backing band �wore 
the expressions of condemned men�. 

�That was when things started to fall 
apart,� he says of the tour.

Tragedy and comedy became entan-
gled in Winehouse�s downfall. Merci-
lessly chronicled in print and by an 
upstart generation of gossip websites, 
her misadventures were treated as a 
joke. Nicknamed �Wino�, the singer 
who liked to put punchlines in her songs 
found herself transformed into one. At 
the 2007 Brit Awards, presenter Russell 
Brand rolled her name around his 
mouth � �Amy Winehouse� � and spat 
out a gag: �Her surname�s beginning to 
sound like a description of her liver.�

Continued from page 1

At the 2007 Brit Awards  � PA Images/Alamy

Another Amy
�Everything got much, much rougher 

in the 2000s,� says Sarah Ditum, author 
of the forthcoming book Toxic: Women, 
Fame and the Noughties. �There was this 
desire for cruelty.� 

Ditum argues that the decade gave 
birth to a new culture of intrusion, with 
troubled young female celebrities as its 
focal point. Traditional media contrib-
uted to its creation with reality televi-
sion series and harshly judgmental tal-
ent shows such as Pop Idol. Another 
driving force was gossip websites such 
as Perez Hilton�s blog, launched in 2004.

�The gossip blogs brought a much 
more cut-and-thrust tone to things, 
much more savage,� Ditum says. �They 
were able to publish stuff that main-

stream publications would not have.� 
Paris Hilton�s sex tape and Britney 
Spears� mental breakdown were grist to 
the mill of this 24/7 scandal factory. So 
was Winehouse�s descent into addiction.

Much commentary was directed at 
her body, not just as the ravages of 
addiction took hold but also earlier, 
when she was often described as 
�curvy�, �buxom�, a �Jewish princess�. 
In 2006, she was reported to have 
dropped four dress sizes due to people 
talking about her weight.

�She came up in the entertainment 
industry as a girl and very young woman 
at a time when there were minimal safe-
guards around sexualising young 
women and a very aggressive discourse 
around women�s bodies,� Ditum says.

Winehouse�s plight was compounded 
by her candour about her private life. 
She was open about mining it for her 
songs. �Every bad situation is a blues 

�I love you,� he told her, �I 
love you more,� she replied, 
and hung up. �Those were 
my last words from her�

her staff scour the globe for stimulating 
new members to �oxygenate� the place. 
�Is there someone in Croatia who�s 
doing something interesting?� she asks. 

Not everyone is a fan. Mitchell Moss, 
the New York University urbanist, views 
the new clubs as byproducts of an era of 
historically low interest rates, and views 
them as antithetical to the city�s free-
spirited nightlife. �Fundamentally, 
there is too much wealth in New York 
City so joining a club is an easy, mindless 
way to park money in hopes of enhanc-
ing your nightlife,� Moss bristled.

But others see quintessentially New 
York traits in the newcomers. A real 
estate tycoon told me he recently 
accepted a business meeting because it 
was at the Aman, and he was curious to 

step behind the velvet rope. �New York 
loves exclusivity,� he confessed.

My own recent experience at the 
Aman was not terribly exciting. After 
passing the usual phalanx of stylish 
receptionists, a guest and I sipped
coffee in what could have been con-
fused with any number of boutique 
hotel lounges while a middle-aged man 
sat at a nearby table, pecking at his 
laptop. Casa Cipriani, on the other 
hand, had a tigerish atmosphere of 
older men and younger women. The 
food was exceptional.

The city�s first private clubs were 
19th-century creations inspired by posh 
London forerunners. They represented 
a self-conscious desire to join like with 
like. Or, as James W Alexander wrote in 

To watch all events from last 
weekend�s FTWeekend Festival, 
go to ukftweekendfestival.live.
ft.com. And save the date for 
our next London festival on 
Saturday September 7 2024

[Putin] has an 
undeserved 
reputation as a 
strategic genius . . . 

but I�ve always thought that 
Putin, rather than being a 
chess player, is a poker player 
[and] he�s . . . laid some very 
successful bets in the past 
which have led him to over-
reach this time.
Alex Younger, 
MI6 former chief

If Trump does win another 
term, what we have is the 
collapse of the American 
constitution.
Sarah Churchwell, 
historian and journalist

It�s a diplomatic skill in 
the [writers�] room to 
continue to make people feel 
comfortable with saying 
ideas 60, 70, 80 per cent of 
which will not be in the show.
Jesse Armstrong, 
screenwriter

If China achieves a real 
GDP per head a little above 
Portugal�s, its economy will 
be as big as that of the entire 
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FTWeekend 
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Those lucky enough to set foot on the 
rooftop terrace of the Core Club�s new 
Manhattan headquarters may experi-
ence the thrilling illusion of being able 
to reach across Fifth Avenue and touch 
the Crown Building�s gilded tower.

That seems fitting since Core and 
other members of New York City�s 
modern day private club scene are, in 
fact, Gilded Age descendants. Just now, 
they�re thriving. 

A brief, and unscientific, taxonomy: 
for downtown cool � and a possible 
late-night brush with a Kardashian or 
Mayor Eric Adams � there is Zero 
Bond, which one observer called �a 
nightclub with a membership overlay.� 
Casa Cipriani has taken over a restored 
Beaux Arts ferry terminal at the South 
Street Seaport, bringing together �an 
eclectic community who share life�s 
simple pleasures� � like being rich. Car-
bone, the New York restaurant group 
that has made a splash in Miami, is pre-
paring to open a private club at Hudson 
Yards, which is, itself, a sort of luxury 
club walled off from the rest of the city. 
San Vicente Bungalows, the Hollywood 
private club, is also on the way.

Then there are Aman and Casa Cruz, 
which are duelling for the title of Man-
hattan�s most ostentatiously expensive 
private haunts. At Aman, an offshoot of 
the $4,000-a-night hotel that recently 
opened at the Crown Building, mem-
bership is reportedly $200,000 upfront, 
and then $15,000 annually. The velvety 
Casa Cruz, a London expat that last year 
took up residence on 61st Street, begins 
at $250,000. (Technically, Cruz is not a 
private club but a restaurant with spe-
cial privileges for �partners�.)

All these follow in the slipstream of 
Soho House, which now counts 20 years 
in New York. Last year it opened The 
Ned NoMad, which apparently is not 
opposed to creativity but is not as 
explicitly geared to members from the 
creative industries as the mothership. 
Core also traces its provenance to the 
Bloomberg era. It is refreshing itself by 
moving to a new four-floor home that is 
thrice the size of the Midtown original 
and offers everything from a test 
kitchen and screening rooms to a �lon-
gevity� centre that promises to refresh 
members� skin by 10 years.

�It�s sort of the industry du jour,� said 
Jennie Enterprise, the club�s founder.

The aptly named Enterprise insists 
Core is not about �sameness� but, 
rather, creating an arena for �curiosity 
and challenging perspectives.� She and 

his history of the University Club, of 
which he was president from 1891 to 
1899: �The existence of the University 
Club in the city of New York is due to 
the proclivity of birds of a feather to 
flock together.� (Alexander apparently 
had strong feelings about the club:
His �partial� history spans more than 
600 pages.)

As with religions, clubs tend to beget 
more clubs. The Knickerbocker, for 
example, was founded in 1871 by 
disenchanted Union Club members. 
JP Morgan broke away in 1891 to open 
the Metropolitan Club further uptown. 

After the first world war membership 
began to wane but clubs limped along.

It is impossible to separate the newest 
crops from the Covid pandemic. As res-
taurants, nightclubs, spinning studios � 
and any other place a New Yorker 
might find human contact � shuttered, 
private clubs emerged as a kind of 
social refuge. Their exclusivity offered 
at least an illusion of safety from the 
frightening city beyond their walls. The 
pandemic is now past, but clubs seem to 
suit the newly flexible, remote-working 
world it left behind.

�They�re a weird Frankenstein of how 
people are living their lives,� Jolie Hunt, 
the publicist and gal about town, 
observed. At a single club, she can take 
a meeting, take a spa treatment, or have 
a night out. It is a space in the city�s 
social market somewhere between the 
randomness of a Starbucks and the fus-
tiness of the old establishment clubs, 
she argued. They are also (mostly) free 
from the prying eyes of social media.

On a recent evening, Hunt strolled 
into Zero Bond and was taken aback by 
the action: �I was like, �Wow! There�s a 
whole world going on in here.��

Around the same time, another 
clubbable friend was in Brooklyn and 
stumbled upon the raucous Giglio feast. 
It is an annual Italian-American celebra-
tion, in the Williamsburg neighbour-
hood. �It was incredible � the masses in 
the street, the collection of characters, 
every type of person under the sun,� he 
marvelled. �It was just an incredible 
New York scene and moment.� 

Evidently, there is still life in this mul-
titudinous city outside its private clubs.

If you gild it, 
they will come
Manhattan�s modern-day private club scene is thriving � 
and two of its newest additions are duelling for the title of 
the most ostentatiously expensive yet. By Joshua Chaffin

�New York loves 
exclusivity,� a real estate 
tycoon confessed

The private members� club Casa Cipriani in Lower Manhattan � Darian DiCianno/BFA

west. So arithmetic makes 
it terrifying.
Martin Wolf, 
FT chief economics commentator

I don�t really have rituals 
except writing all the time, 
and when I can�t write, when 
I�m blocked, when I feel 
depressed, which happens 
very often . . . I drink, and 
I smoke a lot. That�s my 
only ritual.
Leïla Slimani, author

I think President Xi expected 
and was possibly even 
promised a quick war that 
Russia would win.
Yuan Yang, 
FT Europe-China correspondent

We are a biological species 
and nature wins. Nature 
doesn�t care if there are 8bn 
of us, 20bn of us or 
1bn of us.
Peter Frankopan, 
historian and author
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Life
was very much a second language. 

In England, by contrast, books were 
everywhere. �I really read every damn 
thing I could find,� from Saul Bellow, 
James Baldwin and Herman Melville to 
Tolstoy and Stendhal. Later, because he 
taught them, he read the English clas-
sics, starting with Hardy and Dickens.

He also began to write. At first this 
was a private act of therapy, a way of 
reconnecting with the lost world of Zan-
zibar. But gradually he began to fiction-
alise events and, after many drafts and 
false starts, his first novel took shape. It 
was published 20 years after his arrival 
in Britain. 

Loyal editors and fans kept him going. 
The former indulged him. He insisted, 
for example, that words from Kiswahili, 
German or Arabic, which dot his prose, 
should not be italicised. �It was a 
response to perhaps an over-energetic 
desire from editors to put every word 
they didn�t know in italics. But it�s not 
foreign in the context. So let me use ital-
ics when I want emphasis and not to say, 
�This is a foreign word�,� he explains. �To 
my astonishment, they let me do it.� 

O ur main course arrives. 
�You have the south coast, 
line-caught turbot,� begins 
the waitress, presenting 
cowboy-hat-sized plates 

with tiny portions of snow-white fish. 
There�s something that sounds like a 
�chap on a plate� (I don�t dare ask for 
clarification) and �some tempura bat-
tered belly�, which turns out, indeed, to 
be the belly of the fish. 

�Do you have to spend hours learning 
that,� Gurnah asks.

�It�s a sort of learn-as-you-go type sit-
uation, or make-it-up-as-you-go,� the 
waitress deadpans. Then, more seri-
ously: �We have a whiteboard.�

The elaborate descriptions notwith-
standing, the cooking expertly brings 
out the natural flavours and succulence 
of the fish.  

Since his first novel, Gurnah has
produced a steady stream of others. He 
has compared his writing to the activity 
of a gardener, coaxing and arranging 
words. Does he feel as though he has 
perfected his craft? Not at all, he says. 
�All the time, you work at it, work at it, 
work at it.�  

He retired from teaching in 2017, but 
remains emeritus professor. �It�s just a 
polite way of saying you can have access 
to the library.� 

Ironically, the Nobel Prize has 
stopped him from writing. Since its 
announcement his life has been a blur of 
travel and promotion. This month he 
will finally get back to the novel he had 
started when the Swedish Academy 
came calling.

We pass on dessert. I suggest coffee, 
but Gurnah has developed a taste for the 
Sancerre � as have I. �Do you think I 
could stretch your budget to another?� 
he says, waving an empty glass. �We 
should have ordered a bottle.�

Our talk turns to immigration, 
which has become an issue in Britain as 
people cross the Channel in small boats 
from France. 

�Only now are you experiencing
the presence of these people in this
terrified way, enough to allow govern-
ments to act with this kind of inhuman-

ity � like these barges,� he says,
referring to a recent government deci-
sion to house immigrants on floating 
accommodation.

He finds it ironic that a government 
willing to do what he calls �these cruel 
things� is led by people, including Rishi 
Sunak, the prime minister, Priti Patel, 
the former home secretary, and Suella 
Braverman, her replacement, whose 
families have a recent experience of 
immigration. In some cases, �their very 
parents were people who had to leave 
rather suddenly from dangerous 
places,� he says. �I can�t understand, 
really, how they forget that.� 

What would a humane policy look 
like, I ask. �Well I don�t know. If I did 
know I would be running for parlia-
ment,� he parries. But he favours more 
legal routes. �There has to be a process. 
Now there is no process and therefore 
the only way to do it is to risk your life.� 

He writes poignantly about the sad-
ness of crossing continents. One of his 
protagonists, a shop owner from Zanzi-
bar, arrives at Gatwick airport to seek 
asylum. He has taken another man�s 
name and pretends not to speak English. 

By the time the immigration official 
confiscates his one memory of home � a 
fine box of incense � he has been 
stripped of everything that made him 
who he was. The fictional immigration 
official, Kevin Edelman, is the son of a 

Romanian, but doesn�t consider himself 
to be an immigrant. He is modelled on 
Michael Howard, the then hardline UK 
home secretary, whose father was also 
Romanian. �I thought it must be that if 
you are a European you can�t feel that 
you�re an immigrant. That�s the narra-
tive I guess of Edelman. He�s not black.�

The mass movement of people from 
the �global south� northwards, a rela-
tively recent reversal of a 400-year-old 
pattern that saw Europeans heading 
south, is what he calls �the phenomenon 
of our age�. 

I quote a line I had jotted down from 
By the Sea: �The same gate which had 
released horses that went out to con-
sume the world and to which we have 
come sliming up to beg admittance.� 

�There�s a better one. We are here 
because you were there,� he says. �The 
intervention of Europe into all these 
places doesn�t just stop. It continues in 
various ways. It continues with the 
havoc left behind, but it also continues 
with those who have been carried away 
by it, or seduced by it.�

Weren�t you one of those people, I ask.
�Well I came here because I wanted

to make a new life for myself. Then what 
I realised, which I hadn�t realised
before, is that having done that I had no 
other place to go. So, then I learned to 
love Britain.�

David Pilling is the FT�s Africa editor

�Their very parents 
were people who had to 
leave rather suddenly 
from dangerous places. 
I can�t understand, really, 
how they forget that�

this wonderful prize, people said who is 
he? Where does he come from? Is he 
this, or is he that?� 

An FT headline had described him as 
Tanzanian. Was that the right thing to 
do, I ask, of a man who has spent five-
sevenths of his life in Britain and who 
possesses a British, rather than a Tanza-
nian, passport? Besides, Tanzania, into 
which Zanzibar was incorporated in 
1964, does not allow dual citizenship. 
Perhaps the FT should have celebrated 
him as another British laureate?

�I never said no,� he replies. 
But we didn�t. Were we wrong?  
�I don�t really know how to answer 

that. It�s not up to me. But it would have 
been fine if you�d have said, �Hey, one of 
our boys has won the prize�.� 

H e was brought up in the old 
port city of Stone Town. 
Zanzibar had been an over-
seas territory of Oman 
from 1698 when Omani 

soldiers defeated the Portuguese in 
Mombasa and for centuries it had been a 
babble of languages and influences. 

From his house he could see the har-
bour master�s flag proclaiming the 
arrival of dhow sailing ships on the sea-
sonal musim winds. Boats carried dried 
fish, nuts, dates, cloves and perfume 
from Pakistan and Iran. Karachi and 
Bombay seemed closer than Paris or 
London, although the presence of the 
British, including soldiers parading in 
their bearskin hats, left no doubt as to 
who was in charge. 

The winds linked Zanzibar with other 
cities along the Swahili coast from 
Lamu, Malindi and Mombasa in Kenya, 
to Dar es Salaam in Tanzania and Sofala 
in modern-day Mozambique. His 
mother was from Mombasa and his 
father from Yemen.  

A waitress returns with snacks in vari-
ous boxes, elaborately presented and 
with descriptions to match. 

�We know that the earliest Muslim 
presence was probably on a small island 
called Manda, which is just off Lamu. 
They reckon that was maybe the ninth 
century,� he says. Shards of Thai pottery 
from even earlier and of Chinese pots 
from Admiral Zheng He�s 15th-century 
expeditions still litter the coast. �There 
was a pattern of trade which goes back 
way beyond what we know.�

Zanzibar had also been the hub of a 
much grimmer trade � in African 
slaves. In Paradise, Gurnah�s 1994 novel, 
which was shortlisted for the Booker 
Prize, a young boy, sold by his father 
into indentured labour, goes unwit-
tingly on a slave-trading expedition into 
Africa�s interior. From Zanzibar, 
enslaved people, often women, were 

sold to traders from India, the Middle 
East and even Indonesia. Later there 
was trade to the plantation islands of 
Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion, 
and as far away as Brazil.

Gurnah grew up in the decolonisation 
period and remembers the excitement 
of rallies calling for the expulsion of the 
British. When they finally did leave Zan-
zibar in 1963, the island erupted in a rev-
olution to remove the sultanate. Many 
of the Arabs who had lived in Zanzibar 
for generations were killed, imprisoned 
or expelled. Property and business, 
including that of Gurnah�s father and 
uncle, was expropriated. 

�It all became incredibly violent and 
racist,� says Gurnah, his voice quivering 
with what are still evidently traumatic 
events. �It didn�t have to be quite as 
cruel as it was. But it was. And when 
these things are out of control they�re 
out of control.�

Eventually schools were closed. At
18, Gurnah saw no option but to leave.
�I just thought, something better than 
this is possible.�

He acquired false documents and flew 
via Dar es Salaam to England, having 
borrowed the £400 necessary to 
present himself as a tourist. His cousin 
was studying for a PhD in agriculture at 
a campus outside Canterbury, so that�s 
where Gurnah ended up.

Several of his characters, including 
the boy in Paradise who bids farewell to 
his mother with barely a word, fail to 
realise the momentous implication of 
departure. So did Gurnah. 

�I remember waking up because we 
arrived late at night thinking, �What am 
I doing here?�� he recalls of his first night 
in Britain. ��Why are we here? I don�t 
know anything about this place.��

Having left Zanzibar illegally, there 
was no possibility of return. Thus began 
what he calls �a prolonged period of 
poverty and alienation� in a country 
whose people frequently made him feel 
unwelcome. There was the constant 
background hum of racism. Once he�d 
started university, he would enter the 
classroom to find pictures of cannibals 
chalked on the board.

Years of slog would eventually take 
him, via a PhD and a stint of teaching in 
Nigeria, to a position lecturing in
English and postcolonial literature at 
the University of Kent. 

While I�m eating my scallop, served 
in the shell in a delicate broth, he 
tells me about his early years in 
England. He threw himself into read-
ing. In Zanzibar, he had been brought 
up first on the Koran and then on 
abridged versions of books such as 
Robinson Crusoe or One Thousand and 
One Nights, often in Kiswahili. English 

Lunch with the FT Abdulrazak Gurnah

A bdulrazak Gurnah was so 
surprised to win the Nobel 
Prize in Literature two 
years ago that, when the 
Swedish academy called 

him at his Canterbury home � where he 
was making a quintessentially English 
cup of tea � he thought it was a hoax. In 
subsequent interviews, the Zanzibar-
born retired professor, who has spent 
more than 50 years of his adult life in 
Britain, has been scrupulously modest.

�I can think of several people who are 
more deserving. You can come up with 
10 or 15 names,� he says during our 
lunch in a pub-cum-restaurant near 
Canterbury, although he won�t be drawn 
on who. �I can�t answer that. I�d upset 
too many people.� 

Gurnah makes no secret of his delight 
at the prize. Since the call in October 
2021, several of his out-of-print novels 
are suddenly on the shelves again. There 
are 10 in all, as well as short stories and 
essays. Numerous translations have 
been published, including in Mandarin 
and, perhaps ironically, in his native 
Kiswahili, opening his work to new 
audiences, Zanzibaris among them. 

�It�s brilliant,� he says of the Nobel, 
with a twinkle at his good fortune. �I�d 
recommend it.�

In truth, the prize is richly deserved. 
Gurnah is a master storyteller and a lyri-
cal, if piercing, chronicler of lives lived 
in forgotten and violent corners of Euro-
pean empires. From his first novel, 
Memory of Departure (1987), to his most 
recent, Afterlives (2020), he also charts 
the immigrant experience, both the 
rupture of leaving and the shock of 
arrival. He understands the motives of 
�absolutely brilliant, agile, energetic 
African young men, as well as their fam-
ilies, who want to come to Europe� even 
as he mourns a life left behind.  

Whether he is conjuring a chilly Eng-
lish seaside boarding house or an East 
German city, his writing drifts inelucta-
bly back to Zanzibar. �We think we�re 
learning or understanding or travelling, 
but really we�re like fowl tied to a stick 
fixed in the ground,� he says of his pow-
erlessness to resist the pull.

Sometimes he forces himself to write 
about elsewhere. �You can say �OK, now 
I�m gonna try and break this and move 
to something else.� But sooner or later, 
it�s, �Oh. Where am I? Zanzibar.��

When I arrive at the Fordwich Arms, 
an old brick pub by a shimmering river, 
Gurnah is already installed in one of the 
plush green booths. He has a glass of 
white wine in front of him. There�s 
something of the still-life about the pic-
ture: the casually but immaculately 
dressed 74-year-old professor in short-
sleeve shirt with trimmed white beard, 
twinkling glassware and summer light 
dancing in the translucent liquid. 

On inquiry, it turns out to be an excel-
lent Sancerre from Sylvain Bailly. I had 
intended to abstain, but my resolve fal-
ters and I join him for what turns out to 
be more than a single glass. 

From the name of the Fordwich Arms, 
I had been expecting pub fare and was 
braced for sausages and mash. I�m 
pleasantly surprised to learn that it has 
been upgraded to a Michelin-starred 
restaurant. �I reckon it�s the best restau-
rant in Canterbury,� says Gurnah, add-
ing somewhat tartly, �which is not to say 
a great deal.� 

There�s an option for a tasting course 
but it�s all too elaborate. �No we won�t go 
there,� Gurnah says decisively. In the 
end, he orders turbot, with another 
glass of Sancerre in lieu of a starter. I opt 
for scallop followed by the turbot. 

The other advantage of this place, he 
says, is that it is 15 minutes from his 
home in the neighbouring village of 
Sturry, where he lives with his wife, the 
Guyanese-born scholar of literature, 
Denise de Caires Narain. �So I can walk 
home after our lunch.�

Further discussion of his private life is 
curtailed. �Can we not talk about this?
I like my life to be my own.�

The setting is all very English, yet
Gurnah has been celebrated as an
African writer. �When I was awarded 

His novels of empire and exile won 
him the Nobel Prize in Literature. 
Over turbot and Sancerre in 
Canterbury, the writer talks to 
David Pilling about the pull of Zanzibar, 
his disquiet at Britain�s treatment of 
refugees � and the problem with italics

�I had no other 
place to go�

FORDWICH ARMS
King St, Fordwich, 
Canterbury CT2 0DB

Glass of Sancerre x7 £56

Raw Orkney scallop £20

Turbot with Isle of Wight 
tomatoes and Jersey Royal 
potatoes x2 £80

Americano £3.50

Espresso £3.50

Total (incl tax) £183.38
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I nn AAuugguusstt 22002222,, aa ttwweeeett ffrroomm aa
wwrriitteerr nnaammeedd CCaarriinnaa HHssiieehh mmaaddee
tthhee rroouunnddss aaffttffff eerr GGlloossssiieerr pprroodduuccttss
wweerree ffooffff uunndd iinn aa TTJJTT MMaaxxxx ddiissccoouunntt
ssttoorree:: ��II ttoooo aamm gglloossssiieerr mmaakkeeuupp aattaaaa

ttjjtttt mmaaxxaaaa xx((hhoottaannddffuuffff llllooffppootteennttiiaallaaaa iinn22001177,,7777
nnoottqquuiitteewwhheerreeIIwwaannnnaabbee iinn22002222))..��

GGlloossssiieerr wwaass tthhee bbeeaauuttyy bbrraanndd tthhaatt
ddeeffiiffff nneedd tthhee mmiilllleennnniiaall ggeenneerraattiioonn aanndd
iittss ccoonnssuummppttiioonn hhaabbiittss dduurriinngg tthhee ppaasstt
ddececaaddee,, wwiitthh aaffffffff ooffff rrddaabbllee yyeett ccooooll pprrodod--
uuccttss tthhaatt ccoommbbiinneedd tthhee eexxcciitteemmeenntt ooff
SSuupprreemmee mmeerrcchh ddrrooppss aanndd tthhee ssttrraaiigghhtt--
ffooffff rrwwaarrdd sskkiinnccaarree ooff CClliinniiqquuee.. TThhee rroossyy
ccoolloouurr ooff iittss ppaacckkaaggiinngg ccaammee ttoo bbee
kknnoowwnnaass��mmiilllleennnniiaallaaaa ppiinnkk��..

IIttss ffooffff uunnddeerr EEmmiillyy WWeeWWWW iissss wwaass ppooiisseedd,,
vviissiioonnaarryy aanndd yyoouunngg.. AAffttffff eerr iinntteerrnnsshhiippss
aattaaaa RRaallpphh LLaauurreenn aanndd ffaaffff sshhiioonn mmaaggaa aazziinneess
aass aa tteeeennaaggaa eerr ((oonnee ooff wwhhiicchh llaannddeedd hheerr aa
ssttiinntt oonn rreeaalliittyytttt TTVV sseerriieess TThhTTTT ee HHiiHHHH llllssllll )),, sshhee
ffooffff uunnddeedd tthhee bbeeaauuttyytttt bblloogg IInnIIII ttoo tthheeGGlloossssssss iinn
22001100,, wwhheenn sshhee wwaass iinn hheerr mmiidd--2200ss.. IIttss
ccaannddiidd rreevviieewwss aanndd iinnttiimmaattaaaa ee iinntteerrvvrrrr iieewwss
wwiitthh cceelleebbrriittiieess,, mmooddeellss aanndd mmeeddiiaa
ttyyppeess ffeeff lltt lliikkee ggaatthheerriinngg iinn aa ffrrffff iieenndd��ss
bbaatthhrroooomm ttoo ttrryy oonn bbeeaauuttyytttt pprroodduuccttss.. IItt
wwaassaahhiitt..

BBuutt WWeeWWWW iissss ddiiddnn��tt jjuusstt wwaanntt ttoo bbee aa nneeww--
mmeeddiiaa wwhhiizzzz sshhee wwaanntteedd ttoo mmaakkee pprroodd--
uuccttss.. IInn 22001144,, IInnttoo tthhee GGlloossss bbeeccaammee
GGlloossssiieerr,, WWeeWWWW iissss��ss ffiiffff rrsstt ccoommppaannyy,,yyyy aanndd
aallaaaa mmoosstthheerr ffiiffff rrsstt rreeaallaaaa jjoobb..

TThhee ccoommppaannyy ggoott ooffffffff ttoo aa ssttuunnnniinngg
ssttaarrttrrrr .. PPrroodduuccttss ssuucchh aass tthhtttt ee ttiinntteeddggeell--ppoo--
mmaaddee BBooyy BBrrooww,, wwhhiicchh llaauunncchheedd aattaaaa tthhee
hheeiigghhtt ooff tthhee mmaanniiaa ffooffff rr aa CCaarraa DDeellevev--
iinnggnnee--ssttyyllee bbuusshhyy bbrrowow,,ww aatt oonnee ppooiinntt
ccoommmmaannddeedd aa 1100,,000000--ppeerrssoonn wwaaiitt lliisst.t.

aannnnoouunncceedd aatt tthhee ccoommppaannyy.. WWeeiissss
wwaanntteedd GGlloossssiieerr ttoo ssttaayyaaaa oonn tthhee ppaatthh ttoo
IIPPOO.. AAnndd ssoo wwhhiillee rriivvaallss ssuucchh aass DDrruunnkk
EElleepphhaanntt,, TTaattaaaa cchhaa aanndd CChhaarrllootttttttt ee TTiillbbuurryyrrrr
wweerree bbeeiinngg bboouugghhtt ffooffff rr bbiilllliioonnss ooff ddoollllaarrss
cciirrccaa 22001199,,99 GGlloossssiieerr mmiisssseedd iittss mmoommeenntt..
WWiitthhtttt GGlloossssiieerr��ss 22002211 vvaalluuaattaaaa iioonn ooff $$11..88bbnn
iitt wwaass ttoooo bbiigg ttoo sseellll ffooffff rr tthhtt aattaaaa kkiinndd ooff pprriiccee
iinntthhtttt eeppoosstt--ppaannddeemmiiccmmaarrkkeekkkk tt,, aaccccoorrddiinngg
ttoo aannaallyyssttss.. AAnndd tthhee qquueessttiioonn bbyy
tthheenn wwaass,, wwaass tthhee ccoommppaannyy eevveenn wwoorrtthh
tthhtttt aattaaaa mmuucchh??hh

SSoo WWeeWWWW iissss wwaass ssaaccrriiffiiffff cceedd.. OOnn MMaayy 2244
22002222,, WWeeWWWW iissss ppoosstteedd aa nnoottee oonn IInnssttaaggaa rraamm
aanndd ttoo tthhee GGlloossssiieerr bblloogg tthhaatt sshhee wwaass
sstteeppppiinngg ddoowwnn ffrrffff oomm tthhee cchhiieeff eexxeeccuuttiivvee
rroollee,, eeffffffff eeffff ccttiivvee iimmmmeeddiiaattaaaa eellyy..yyyy KKyyKKKK llee LLeeaahhyy,,yyyy
aann aalluummnnaa ooff NNiikkee aanndd CCoollee HHaaaann,,
wwoouullddbbeerreeppllaacciinngghheerr..rrrr

LLeeaahhyy oopptteedd ffooffff rr aa rreebboooott.. NNoo lloonnggeerr
aammbbiittiioouuss ooff bbeeccoommiinngg aa tteecchh ccoommppaannyy,,yyyy
GGlloossssiieerrhhaassooppeenneeddmmoorreessttoorreess,, iinncclluudd--
iinngg aa ffllffff aaggsshhiipp iinn MMaannhhaattttaann wwiitthh oonnee
rroooomm bbuuiilltt ttoo llooookk lliikkee tthhee NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk
ssuubbwwaayyaaaa iinn GGlloossssiieerr ccoolloouurrss,, aa ttiillee mmoossaaiicc
aanndd aa mmiirrrroorreedd wwaallll aasskkiinngg ffooffff rr sseellffiiffff eess..
AndAnd  aftafter er so so manmanyy yyearearss of of bbeineing g solsoldd
eexxcclluussiivveellyy ddiirreecctt--ttoo--ccoonnssuummeerr,,rrrr tthhee
bbrraanndd aannnnoouunncceedd iitt wwoouulldd aallssoo bbeeggiinn
rreettaaiilliinngg iinn SSeepphhoorraa,, ffooffff rrcciinngg GGlloossssiieerr ttoo
rreelliinnqquuiisshh ssoommee ooff iittss ccrreeaattiivvee ccoonnttrrooll
aanndd mmaarrggrr iinnss iinn eexxcchhaannggee ffooffff rr ggeetttttttt iinngg tthhee
bbrraannddiinnffrrffff oonnttooffaanneewwaauuddiieennccee..

CCaann GGlloossssiieerr rreeggaaiinn iittss mmoommeennttuumm??
TThhee jjuurryy iiss ssttiillll oouutt.. WWhhaattaaaa iitt mmoosstt nneeeeddss
iiss aa ssuuiittee ooff nneeww,,ww iinnnnoovvaattiivvee pprroodduuccttss
tthhaattaaaa ddeelliigghhttss iittss ccuussttoommeerrss tthhee wwaayyaaaa tthhaattaaaa
BBooyy BBrrooww oorr MMiillkkyykkkk JJeellllyy CClleeaannsseerr ddiidd
sseevveennyyeeaarrssaaggaa oo..

TThhee llaasstt ttiimmee II vviissiitteedd tthhee GGlloossssiieerr
ffllffff aaggsshhiipp ssttoorree,, iitt wwaass llaattee AAuugguusstt aanndd
MMaannhhaattaaaa tttttt aann ffeeffff lltt ddeesseerrtteedd.. BBuutt iinnssiiddee tthhee
ppiinnkk ppaallaaccee ooff pprroodduuccttss,, yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee
tthhtttt rroonnggeedd tthhtttt ee ssttoorree.. TThheeyy wweerree ggaattaaaa hhtt eerriinngg
iinn ggrroouuppss ttrryyiinngg oonn lliipp ccoolloouurrss aanndd ttaakk--
iinngg gglleeeeffuuffff ll sseellffiiffff eess.. TThhee bbrraanndd hhaassnn��tt lloosstt
aallaaaa ll iittssmmaaggaaaa iiccyyeett..

��GG�� lloossssssss yyss �� bbyybb MMaaMMMM rriissiiii aaMMeeMMMM llttzztttt eerrwwiiwwww llll bbee
rreerrrr lleeaasseeddoonnSSeeppee tteemmbbeerr1122

How Glossier 
lost its shine

Cosmetics | The billion-dollar darling of the beauty 

industry missed its moment, writes Marisa Meltzer

Main: Emily Weiss, 
founder and former 
CEO of Glossier, in 2017.
Above: Glossier�s flagship 
store in New York. 
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launched in 2014 
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LLeess ss thathann fifivvee yyearears s aftafter er itsits  laulaunnch,ch,  inin
22001199,,99 GGlloossssiieerrhhaaddaabbiilllliioonn-d-doollllaarrvvaallaaaa uuaa--
ttiioonnaannddaappoossssiibbllee IIPPOOiinntthhtttt eewwoorrkkss..

BBuutt llaasstt yyeeaarr WWeeWWWW iissss sstteeppppeedd ddoowwnn,, aass
tthhee ccoommppaannyy,,yyyy ssttrruugggglliinngg wwiitthh ssaalleess aanndd
ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy,,yyyy sseeeemmeeddttooppllaattaaaa eeaauu,, iiffnnoott bbee
iinnaasstteeaaddyyddoowwnnffaaffff llaaaa ll..

AAttAAAA GGlloossssiieerr��ss hheeiigghhtt,, WWeeWWWW iissss wwaass ffooffff nndd ooff
ffaaffff sshhiioonniinngg hheerrsseellff iinn tthhee vveeiinn ooff tthhee tteecchh
ffooffff uunnddeerrss wwhhoossee bbooookkss lliinneedd hheerr lliivviinngg
rroooomm.. SShhee wwaanntteedd ttoo eessttaabblliisshh GGlloossssiieerr
aass mmoorree tthhaann aa bbeeaauuttyy pprroodduucctt ccoomm--
ppaannyy;; sshhee wwaanntteedd ttoo pprroovvee tthhaattaaaa iitt ccoouulldd
bbeeaaddiissrruuppttiivveetteecchhccoommppaannyy..yyyy

SSoo GGlloossssiieerr ttrriieedd ttoo ddeevveelloopp aa bbeeaauuttyytttt
aapppp aarroouunndd 22001177,,7777 aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo aa ddoozzeenn

ffooffff rrmmeerr eemmppllooyyeeeess wwhhoo ssppookkee ttoo mmee ffooffff rr
mmyy ffooffff rrtthhccoommiinngg bbooookk,, GGlloossssssss yyss ::yyyy AAmmbbiittiioonn,,
BBeeaauuttyytt ,,yyyy aanndd tthhee IInnssiiddee SSttoorryyrr ooffoo EEmmiillyyll
WWeeWWWW iissiiii ss��ss�� GGlloossssiieerr.. UUnnffooffff rrttuunnaatteellyy,,yyyy nnoo oonnee
ccoouulldd aannsswweerr wwhheetthheerr tthhee aapppp hhaadd bbeeeenn
ggiivveenn aann aaccttuuaall nnaammee,, oorr ddeeffiiffff nniittiivveellyy
wwhhaattaaaa iitt wwoouulldd ddoo.. AAllll tthhtttt ee wwhhiillee,, tthhtt ee ccoomm--
ppaannyy ppoouurreedd mmoonneeyy iinnttoo aaggaa ggrreessssiivveellyy
rreeccrruuiittiinngg ttaalleenntt ffrrffff oomm bblluuee--cchhiipp ccoommppaa--
nniieess ssuucchh aass FFaacceebbooookk,, IInnssttaaggaa rraamm aanndd
AAmmaazzoonn..FFeewwooff tthhtttt eemmllaasstteeddlloonngg..

GGlloossssiieerr��ss ccrreeaattiivvee tteeaammss aallssoo hhaadd aa
hhiigghh ttuurrnnoovveerr rraattaaaa ee,, aalltthhoouugghh iitt wwaass ffooffff rr aa
mmuucchh ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt rreeaassoonn:: GGlloossssiieerr wwaass aa

With its valuation of 
$1.8bn it was too big to sell 
for that kind of price in the 
post-pandemic market

ddrreesssseerr aatt tthhee MMiillaanneessee lluuxxuurryy ddeeppaarrtt--
mmeenntt ssttoorree LLaa RRiinnaasscceennttee,, ggooiinngg oonn ttoo
ddeessiiggnn ffooffff rr NNiinnoo CCeerrrruuttii��ss HHiittmmaann mmeenn��ss
ccoolllleeccttiioonn bbeeffooffff rree ffooffff uunnddiinngg hhiiss oowwnn ffaaffff sshh--
iioonn hhoouussee iinn 11997755 aalloonnggssiiddee tthhee llaattee
aarrcchhiitteecctt SSeerrggiioo GGaalleeoottttii.. HHiiss ddeeccoonn--
ssttrruucctteedd ttaakkee oonn mmeenn��ss jjaacckkeettss wwaass tthhee
aanntthheessiiss ooff tthhee ttyytttt ppiiccaall SSaavvaaaa iillee RRooww ssttrruucc--
ttuurreedd ssuuiitt.. HHiiss bbrreeaakkttkkkk hhrroouugghh ccaammee ffiiffff vvee
yyeeaarrss llaatteerr wwhheenn hhee ddrreesssseedd RRiicchhaarrdd
GGeerree iinntthhtttt ee ffiiffff llmmAAmmeerriiccaannGGiiggiiii oolloo..

FFaasshhiioonn hhiissttoorriiaannss ccoonnssiiddeerr AArrmmaannii
tthhee mmoosstt iinnffllffff uueennttiiaall ffiiffff gguurree ooff tthhee 2200tthh
cceennttuurryyrrrr iinn IIttaalliiaann hhiigghh ffaaffff sshhiioonn aalloonnggssiiddee
tthhee llaattee GGiiaannnnii VVeeVVVV rrssaaccee aanndd VVaaVVVV lleennttiinnoo
GGaarraavvaaaa aannii.. TThhee ggrroouupp,, wwhhiicchh iinncclluuddeess
brabrandsnds  EmpEmporiorio o ArmArmaniani  andand  AArmarmanini
EExxcchhaannggee aass wweellll aass tthhee hhiigghheerr--eenndd
GGiioorrggrr iioo AArrmmaannii lliinnee,, ppoosstteedd   22..3355bbnn iinn
rreevveennuueess iinn22002222,,uupp1166..55ppeerrcceennttoonntthhtttt ee

aaddeess.. TThhee VVeeVVVV nneettiiaann ccaattaaaa wwtttt aallkk sshhiimmmmeerreedd
wwiitthhtttt bbllaacckkhheeaaddppiieecceessaannddrruuffffffff llffff eeddhhaarrllee--
qquuiinn--lliikkee ccoollllaarrss,, sseeqquuiinnnneedd lloozzeennggee--
ppaattaaaa tttttt eerrnneedd ddrreesssseess,, ttooppss aanndd ttrroouusseerrss iinn aa
vvaarriieettyytttt ooffuunnccoonnvvnnnn eennttiioonnaallaa ccoolloouurrss..

AArrmmaannii ssaayyaaaa ss hhee��ss cchhaannggeedd oovveerr ttiimmee
aanndd hhee hhaass aacccceepptteedd tthhee eevvoolluuttiioonn ooff
ffaaffff sshhiioonn,, bbuutt oonnllyy ttoo aa cceerrttaaiinn eexxtteenntt.. ��AA�� ttAAAA
oonnee ppooiinntt II kknneeww II ccoouulldd eeiitthhtttt eerr [[ssttiicckk ttoo]]
mmyy oowwnn ssttyyllee,, oorr [[ggiivvee uupp aass]] II wwoouulldd
hhaavvaaaa eenneevveerraaddaapptteeddttootthhtttt eenneewwttrreennddss..��

��CChhaannggee iiss hhaappppeenniinngg aanndd II hhaavvaaaa ee aallssoo
cchhaannggeedd .. .. .. tthhee tthhiinngg iiss tthhaatt ttooddaayy��ss
ddeessiiggnneerrss ddrraaww iinnssppiirraattiioonn ffrrffff oomm tthhee
ppaasstt aanndd iitt��ss nnoott lliikkee tthheeyy aarree iinnvveennttiinngg
aannyytthhiinngg uunnlleessss tthheeyy ddoo aa mmaattttaannaa,,�� aa
ccoollllooqquuiiaall IIttaalliiaann eexxpprreessssiioonn ttoo ddeessccrriibbee
aanneerrrraattaaaa iiccbbeehhaavvaaaa iioouurr..rrrr

WWhhaatt bbootthheerrss AArrmmaannii,, tthhoouugghh,, iiss
whawhat t he he defdefineiness as as a a laclack k of of loloyyaltaltyy bbyy
tthhee yyoouunnggeerr ggeenneerraattaaaa iioonn ooff ffaaffff sshhiioonn ccoonn--
ssuummeerrss.. ��IItt��ss vveerryy hhaarrdd nnoowwaaddaayyss,,
bbeeccaauussee wwhhaatt yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee lliikkee ttooddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy
tthheeyy wwoonn��tt lliikkee ttoommoorrrrooww .. .. .. aanndd tthhiiss
uunnddeerrwwrrrr oorrlldd ooff [[VVIIPPss]] sseett ttrreennddss,, tthheerree��ss
aa llaacckk ooff ccuullttuurree,, ooff ssuubbssttaannccee . . . . .. e evveerryyrrrr --
tthhtttt iinngg iissvveerryyrrrr ,,yyyy vveerryyrrrr ssuuppeerrffiiffff cciiaallaaaa ,,��hheessaayyaaaa ss..

AArrmmaannii rreemmaaiinnss cclloosseellyy iinnvvoollvveedd iinn
tthhee ddaayyaaaa --ttoo--ddaayyaaaa ooff rruunnnniinngg tthhee bbuussiinneessss..
HHiiss aaiiddeess ccllaaiimm tthheerree iissnn��tt aa ssiinnggllee ddooccuu--
mmeenntt AArrmmaannii ddooeessnn��tt ppeerrssoonnaallllyy ssiiggnn ooffffffff
nnoorraassiinnggllee ffiiffff gguurreehheeddooeessnn��tt llooookkaattaaaa ..

��DDeettaaiill iiss eesssseennttiiaall .. .. .. iitt iiss ooffttffff eenn tthhee
mmiinnuuttiiaa tthhaattaaaa mmaakkeess tthhee ddiiffffffff eeffff rreennccee,, nnoott
tthhtttt eeggrreeaattaaaa iiddeeaaaass tthhtttt oosseeaarreerraarree,,��hheessaayyaaaa ss..

TThhee nniigghhtt bbeeffoorree tthhee sshhooww hhee wweell--
ccoommeeddgguueessttss,, iinncclluuddiinnggaassmmaallaaaa llggrroouuppooff
jjoouurrnnaalliissttss,, oonn hhiiss yyaacchhtt ffooffff rr aa ddrriinnkkss
rreecceeppttiioonn.. WWhheenn tthheeyy hheeaaddeedd ooffffffff ttoo ddiinn--
nneerr,,rrrr aallssoo hhoosstteedd bbyy AArrmmaannii,, hhee ttooookk aa
wwaattaaaa eerr ttaaxxaaaa ii ttoo tthhtttt ee sshhooww vveennuuee iinnsstteeaadd.. HHee
wanwanteted d toto makmakee sursuree thethe  liglightshts  on on ththee
rruunnwwaayyaaaa wweerreeppeerrffeeffff cctt..

Style

At 89, Giorgio Armani is still running the show
Interview | The designer is determined to keep his 
company out of French hands. By Silvia Sciorilli Borrelli

Giorgio Armani 
in Venice, where 
the group�s 
catwalk show 
dovetailed with 
the Venice Film 
Festival 

ffoouunnddaattiioonn wwiillll oowwnn aann uunnddiisscclloosseedd
ssttaakkaaaa eekkkk iinn hhiiss ffaaffff sshhiioonneemmppiirree,,wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee rreesstt
ggooiinngg ttoo hhiiss ffaaffff mmiillyy..yyyy NNiieecceess RRoobbeerrttaa aanndd
SSiillvvaannaa AArrmmaannii wwoorrkk ffoorr tthhee ggrroouupp,,
wwhhiillee AAnnddrreeaa CCaammeerraannaa,, hhiiss nneepphheeww,,wwww iiss
aabbooaarrddmmeemmbbeerr..

PPaannttaalleeoo DDeellll��OOrrccoo,, wwhhoo hheeaaddss tthhee
mmeenn��ss ssttyytttt llee ooffffffff iiffff ccee aanndd hhaass wwoorrkkeedd wwiitthh
AArrmmaannii ffooffff rr 4466 yyeeaarrss,, iiss aallssoo ttaakkiinngg oonn aann
iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy iimmppoorrttaanntt rroollee wwiitthhiinn tthhee
ccoommppaannyy..yyyy HHee ssiittss oonn tthhee ffooffff uunnddaattiioonn��ss
bbooaarrdd aanndd iiss aallssoo ppooiisseedd ttoo iinnhheerriitt aa
ssttaakkaaaa eekkkk iinntthhtttt eeccoommppaannyy..yyyy AAttAAAA aammeenn��sssshhoowwiinn
22002211,, DDeellll��OOrrccoo jjooiinneedd tthhee ddeessiiggnneerr ffooffff rr
tthhee ccuussttoommaarryyrrrr eenndd--ooff--ffff sshhooww bbooww,,wwww aa ssuugg--
ggeessttiioonn tthhaatt hhee mmaayy oonnee ddaayy ssuucccceeeedd
AArrmmaannii aass mmeennsswweeaarr ddeessiiggnneerr..rrrr SSiillvvaannaa
AArrmmaannii,, mmeeaannwwhhiillee,, wwoorrkkss wwiitthh hheerr
uunnccllee oonn tthhee wwoommeenn��ss ccoolllleeccttiioonn.. AArrmm--
aannii��ss ddeessiiggnnss hhaavvaaaa ee eevvoollvveedd oovveerr tthhee ddeecc--

vviiccttiimm ooff iittss oowwnn ssuucccceesss.s. EEmmppllooyyeeeess
wwiitthh GGlloossssiieerr oonn tthheeiirr CCVVss ccoouulldd ggeett
lluuccrraattiivvee ppoossiittiioonnss aatt eessttaabblliisshheedd
bbrraannddss,, oorr ggoo oonn ttoo ccoonnssuulltt oorr ssttaarrtt tthheeiirr
oowwnnbbeeaauuttyytttt lliinneess..

GGlloossssiieerr wwaass aallssoo aatt aa ccrroossssrrooaaddss ffooffff rr
pprroodduucctt ssttrraatteeggyygggg ..yyyy IItt hhaadd mmaaddee iittss nnaammee
oonn nnoo--mmaakkee--uupp mmaakkee--uupp,, tthhee kkiinndd ooff
sshheeeerr ttiinnttss tthhaatt wweerree mmaaddee ttoo bbee eeaassiillyy
aapppplliieedd wwiitthh ffiiffff nnggeerrss.. OOuuttssiiddee ffuuffff nnddiinngg
ccaammeewwiitthhtttt tthhtttt eepprreessssuurree ttoossccaallaaaa eetthhtttt eeccoomm--
ppaannyyaannddeexxppaannddiittsspprroodduuccttooffffffff eeffff rriinngg..

TThhee ccoommppaannyy cchhoossee ttoo llaauunncchh aa lliinnee ooff
ccoolloouurr ccoossmmeettiiccss aass aa ssaatteelllliittee bbrraanndd
ccaalllleedd PPllaayyaaaa iinn 22001199,, tteeaassiinngg iitt wwiitthh pphhoo--
ttooss aanndd vviiddeeooss tthhaatt ssuuggggeesstteedd aa sseexxyy
nniigghhtt--ttiimmeevviibbee,, aass iiff tthhtttt eepprroodduuccttsswwoouulldd
bbee iinnssppiirreedd bbyy tthhee rreeffrrffff aacctteedd lliigghhtt ooff aa
ddiissccoo bbaallll.. TThhiiss wwaass aa hhuuggee ddeeppaarrttuurree
ffrrffff oomm aa bbrraanndd wwhhoossee rreeiiggnniinngg aaeesstthheettiicc
hhaadd bbeeeenn bbaarreellyy tthheerree nnoo--mmaakkee--uupp
mmaakkee--uupp.. TThhee pprroodduuccttss wweerree bboolldd aanndd
gglliitttttttt eerryyrrrr ,,yyyy aannttiicciippaattaaaa iinngg tthhee kkiinndd ooff ggrraapphhiicc
mmaakkee--uupp ppooppuullaarriisseedd aammoonngg ttwweennttyy--
ssoommeetthhiinnggss bbyy AAmmeerriiccaann TTVV sseerriieess
EEuupphhoorriiaa.. BBuutt tthheeyy wweerree nnoott aa ssuucccceessss,,
aanndd aaffttffff eerr ssppeennddiinngg mmoorree tthhaann aa mmiilllliioonn
ddoollllaarrss iinn pprroodduuccttiioonn ccoossttss aanndd
$$110000,,000000 iinn ssccrraappppeedd ccuussttoomm ppaacckkaaggaa --
iinngg,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo ffooffff rrmmeerr eemmppllooyyeeeess,, tthhee
lliinnee wwaass qquuiieettllyy sshhuutt ddoowwnn aaffttffff eerr lleessss
tthhtttt aannaayyeeaarr..rrrr

IIffPPllaayyaaaa wwaassaabbiitt ttooooaahhaaaa eeaaddooff tthhtttt eeccuurrvvrrrr ee,,
tthhee lliigghhtt ppiinnkk ssiiggnnaattuurree ppaacckkaaggaa iinngg aanndd
ddeewwyy pphhoottooss ooff sslliigghhttllyy ooffffffff bbffff eeaatt ((ffrrffff eecckk--
lleess,, bbuusshhyy bbrroowwss)) mmooddeellss uusseedd iinn GGll
iieerr��ss ccaammppaaiiggnnss wweerree ssoo wwiiddeellyy ccoopp
tthhaattaaaa wwhhaattaaaa oonnccee ffeeffff lltt ffrrffff eesshh ssttaarrtteedd ttoo ll
lliikkee aa cclliicchhØØ.. SSoommee llaarrggrr ee ccrreeaattaaaa iivvee aaggaa ee
cciieess wweerree rreelluuccttaanntt ttoo ttaakkee oonn GGlloossss--
iieerr aass aa cclliieenntt bbeeccaauussee ooff WWeeWWWW iissss��ss uunnii--
llaatteerraall vviissiioonn.. GGlloossssiieerr��ss rriissee aanndd
nneeaattaaaa aaeesstthheettiicc wwaass rroouugghhllyy ppaarraalllleell
ttoo IInnssttaaggrraamm,, llaauunncchheedd iinn 22001100,,
bbuutt bbyy tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee ddeeccaaddee yyoouunngg
ppeeooppllee hhaadd mmoovveedd oonn ttoo bbeeiinngg
iinnssppiirreded bbyy tthhee mmesesssyy,,yyyy sslliigghhttllyy cchhaa
oottiicc��rreeaallaaaa ��ggiirrllssooffTTiikkTTooTTTT kk..

TThheeffaaffff iilluurreeooffPPllaayyaaaa wwaass ffooffff lllloowweeddbbyy
ppaannddeemmiicc,, wwhhiicchh ttooookk aa ttoollll oonn tthhtttt ee cc

ppaannyy wwhhoossee ssttoorreess wweerree WWiillllyy WWooWWWW nnkkaa
ffaaffff nnttaassiiaass ooff ttrryyiinngg tthhiinnggss oonn eenn mmaassssee,,
wwiitthh sskkiinnccaarree pprroodduuccttss lliinneedd uupp nneexxtt ttoo
larlarge ge mirmirrrorsors  on on thethe  walwalll andand  tubtubees s ofof
bblluusshh aanndd BBooyy BBrrooww rroouugghhllyy tthhee ssiizzee ooff
aadduullttss..TTeeTTTT mmppoorraarryyrrrr ssttoorreecclloossuurreess iinnNNeeww
YYooYYYY rrkk CCiittyytttt aanndd LLooss AAnnggeelleess bbeeccaammee ppeerr--
mmaanneenntt aanndd ffuuffff rrlloouugghhss bbeeccaammee llaayyaaaa --ooffffffff ssffff
iinnAAuugguusstt22002200..

AArroouunndd tthhee ssaammee ttiimmee,, aass tthhee UUSS wwaass
uunnddeerrggrr ooiinngg aa mmaassssiivvee rraacciiaall rreecckkoonniinngg
ffooffff lllloowwiinngg tthhee mmuurrddeerr ooff GGeeoorrggrr ee FFllooyydd,, aa
ggrroouupp ooff aabbaa oouutt 5500 ffooffff rrmmeerr rreettaaiill eemmppllooyy--
eeeess aatt GGlloossssiieerr sshhoowwrroooommss ssttaarrtteedd aann
IInnssttaaggaa rraamm aaccccoouunntt ccaalllleedd @@oouuttttaatthhee--
gglloossss.. SSoommee ooff tthhtttt ee iissssuueess tthhtttt ee aannoonnyymmoouuss
ggrroouupp bbrroouugghhtt uupp iinncclluuddeedd llooww ppaayyaaaa ,,yyyy ccuuss--
ttoommeerrss aanndd mmaannaaggeerrss mmaakkiinngg rraacciisstt
ccoommmmeennttss,, aanndd aa ggeenneerraall wwoorrkk eennvviirroonn--

tthhaattaaaa ddiidd nnoott mmiirrrroorr tthhee iinncclluussiivviittyytttt
GGlloossssiieerr �� aa bbrraanndd wwhhoossee mmoottttoo
yyoouu ccaann ssiitt wwiitthh uuss�� �� pprriiddeedd iittsseellff
NNoo aaccccuussaattiioonn wwaass lleevviieedd aaggaa aaiinnsstt
eeiissssssppeecciiffiiffff ccaallaaaa llyy..yyyy
SalSaleess stastarterted d toto dedeclicline.ne.  FFor or thethe
002211 hhoolliiddaayyaaaa sseeaassoonn,, GGlloossssiieerr ssaalleess

wweerree ddoowwnn 2222 ppeerr cceenntt ffrrffff oomm 22002200,,
aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo EEaarrnneesstt RReesseeaarcrchh..
AAnndd ddaattaa ffrrffff oomm BBlloooommbbeerrggrr SSeeccoonndd

eeaassuurree,, GGlloossssiieerr��ss UUSS ssaalleess iinn 22002211
rree ddoowwnn 2266 ppeerr cceenntt ffrrffff oomm tthhee pprree--
ss yyeeaarr..rrrr ((GGlloossssiieerr ddiidd nnoott rreessppoonndd ttoo

uueesstt ttoo vveerriiffyyffff tthheessee ffiiffff gguurreess..)) IInn llaattaaaa ee
eerr 22002222,, mmoorree llaayy--ooffffss wweerree
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gg
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pprreevviioouuss yyeeaarr..rrrr AArrmmaannii iiss IIttaallyy��ss sseeccoonndd--
rriicchheesstt mmaann,, aaffttffff eerr tthhtttt ee hheeiirr ttoo tthhtt ee NNuutteellllaa
eemmppiirree GGiioovvaannnnii FFeerrrreerroo,, aanndd hhiiss bbuussii--
nneessss nnooww iinncclluuddeess rreessttaauurraannttss,, lluuxxuurryy
hhootteellssaannddaabbeeaauuttyytttt lliicceennsseewwiitthhtttt LL��LLLLOOrrØØaallaaaa ..

AArrmmaannii hhaass bbeeeenn llaayyaaaa iinngg ppllaannss ffooffff rr tthhee
ccoommppaannyy��ss ffuuffff ttuurree �� aaddmmiittttiinngg,, ccaann--
ddiiddllyy,,yyyy tthhtttt aattaaaa hhee iiss��aaffrrffff aaiiddttooddiiee��..

��II kknnooww GGiioorrggiioo AArrmmaannii,, tthhee ccoomm--
ppaannyy,,yyyy iiss iiddeennttiiffiiffff eedd wwiitthh mmee,, ssoo iitt iiss mmyy
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyytttt ttoommaakkaaaa eekk ssuurreetthhtttt iisswwiillll ccoonn--
ttiinnuuee aanndd tthhaatt tthhee ccoommppaannyy wwiillll hhaavvaaaa ee aa
ffooffff oottpprriinntt tthhaatt wwiillll rreesseemmbbllee iill ssiiggii nnoorr
AArrmmaannii,,��hheessaayyaaaa ss..

IInn 22001166 AArrmmaannii sseett uupp tthhee GGiioorrggiioo
AArrmmaannii FFoouunnddaattiioonn,, ddesesiiggnneded ttoo ffuuffff nndd
ssoocciiaall pprroojjoo eeccttss aanndd sshhiieelldd hhiiss ggrroouupp ffrrffff oomm
aa ffuuffff ttuurree ttaakkeeoovveerr oorr bbrreeaakk--kkkk uupp �� aa sseett--uupp
ssiimmiillaarr ttoo tthhaatt ooff SSwwiissss wwaattcchhmmaakekerr
RRoolleexx.. AAss ppaarrttrrrr ooff hhiiss ssuucccceessssiioonn ppllaann,, tthhtt ee

I ddoonn��tt kknnooww hhooww aannyy ooff uuss ccaann tthhiinnkk
aannyy ooff tthhiiss iiss rreepplliiccaabbllee wwiitthhoouutt
mmee,,�� ssaayyaaaa ss GGiioorrggrr iioo AArrmmaannii,, ssppeeaakkiinngg
iinn aa ssmmaallll bbaacckkssttaaggaa ee mmeeeettiinngg rroooomm
aa ffeeffff ww hhoouurrss bbeeffooffff rree hhiiss ��OOnnee NNiigghhtt

OOnnllyy VVeeVVVV nniiccee�� ccaattwwaallkk sshhooww,,ww hheelldd llaasstt
wweeeekkeenndd aattaaaa tthhee AArrsseennaallee ddii VVeeVVVV nneezziiaa,, aann
aanncciieenntt ccoommpplleexx ooff sshhiippyyaarrddss ddaattiinngg
bbaacckkttootthhtttt ee1122tthhtttt cceennttuurryyrrrr ..

AArrmmaannii,, wwhhoossee sshhooww ddoovveettaaiilleedd wwiitthh
tthhiiss yyeeaarr��ss ssuubbdduueedd VVeeVVVV nniiccee FFiillmm FFeessttii--
vvaall,, hhaass lloonngg bbeeeenn ddeetteerrmmiinneedd ttoo ddoo
tthhiinnggss ddiiffffffff eeffff rreennttllyy ffrrffff oomm hhiiss IIttaalliiaann ccoonn--
tteemmppoorraarriieess.. WWhhiillee VVaaVVVV lleennttiinnoo aanndd VVeeVVVV rr--
ssaaccee hhaavvee bbootthh bbeeeenn ssoolldd ttoo ffoorreeiiggnn
iinnvveessttoorrss,, hhee rreemmaaiinnss tthhee ssoollee sshhaarree--
hhoollddeerr ooff tthhee bbuussiinneessss tthhaatt bbeeaarrss hhiiss
nnaammee,, aa ddeecciissiioonn ssoommee aannaallyyssttss ssaayyaaaa hhaass
uunnddeerrvvrrrr aallaaaa uueeddtthhtttt eeggrroouupp..

BBuutt tthhee 8899--yyeeaarr--oolldd ddeessiiggnneerr aanndd
cchhiieeff eexxeeccuuttiivvee ssaayyss hhee hhaass nneevveerr
ddoouubbtteedd hhiiss cchhooiicceess,, aanndd iiss eessppeecciiaallllyy
kkeeeenn ttoo aavvaaaa ooiidd aa ttaakkeeoovveerr bbyy oonnee ooff tthhee
FFrreenncchh lluuxxuurryy ccoonngglloommeerraatteess.. ��TThheessee
FFrreenncchh ggrroouuppss wwaanntt ttoo ddoo eevveerryytthhiinngg,, II
ddoonn��tt ggeett iitt .. .. .. iitt��ss aa bbiitt rriiddiiccuulloouuss,,�� hhee
ssaayyss.. ��WWhhyy sshhoouulldd II bbee ddoommiinnaatteedd bbyy
oonnee ooff tthhesesee mmeeggaa ssttrruuccttuurreses tthhaatt llaacckk
ppeerrssoonnaallaaaa iitty?y?tttt ��

AAlltthhoouugghh hhee ttoolldd AAmmeerriiccaann VVooVVVV ggoo uuee iinn
22002211 hhee wwaass ooppeenn ttoo aa ��lliiaaiissoonn wwiitthh aann
iimmppoorrttaanntt IIttaalliiaann ccoommppaannyy�� �� qquuiicckkllyy
kkiinnddlliinngg ssppeeccuullaattaaaa iioonn tthhee ccoommppaannyy wwaass
ffooffff rr ssaallee �� hhee ssaayyaaaa ss nnooww tthhtttt aattaaaa hhee��ss nnoott ggooiinngg
aannyywwhheerree:: ��EEvveerryyoonnee tteellllss mmee II sshhoouulldd
jjuussttrreettiirreeaannddeennjjnn ooyytthhtttt eeffrrffff uuiittssooffwwhhaattaaaa II��vvee
bbuuiilltt,,bbuuttIIssaayyaaaa nnoo .. .. .. aabbaa ssoolluutteellyynnoott..��

WWhheenn AArrmmaannii aattaaaa tttttt eennddeedd tthhtt ee ffiiffff llmm ffeeffff ssttii--
vvaall iinn VVeeVVVV nniiccee ffooffff rr tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt ttiimmee aarroouunndd

tthhee 11997700ss,, hhee ssaayyss hhee ffeelltt lliikkee aann
��iinnttrruuddeerr��,, aa lleesssseerr--kknnoowwnn cchhaarraacctteerr
aammoonngg aa ffiiffff rrmmaammeenntt ooff ssttaarrss.. ��PPhhoottooggrraa--
pphheerrss ppiiccttuurreedd mmee wwiitthh ssoommee aaccttoorr
ffrrffff iieennddss aanndd II tthhoouugghhtt II ddiiddnn��tt ddeesseerrvvrrrr ee iitt,,
II kknneeww II hhaadd ttoo wwoorrkk hhaarrdd ttoo ddeseseerrvvee iitt
aannddeevveennttuuaallaaaa llyyIIddiidd,,��AArrmmaannii rreeccaallaaaa llss..

TThhee sshhooww,,wwww aa rreevvaammppeedd vveerrssiioonn ooff tthhee
hhaarrlleeqquuiinn--iinnssppiirreedd sspprriinngg//ssuummmmeerr
22002233 hhaauuttee ccoouuttuurree ccoolllleeccttiioonn hhee
sshhoowweedd iinn PPaarriiss iinn JJaannuuaarryyrrrr ,, uunnddeerrlliinneedd
hhooww ffaaffff rr hhee��ss ccoommee.. SSoopphhiiaa LLoorreenn,, JJeessssiiccaa
CChhaassttaaiinn aanndd BBeenniicciioo DDeell TToorroo wweerree
tthheerree iinn ssppiittee ooff tthhee SSAAGG--AAFFTTRRAARRRR ssttrriikkee
tthhaattaaaa hhaass kkeepptt mmaannyy iinn HHoollllyywwyyyy oooodd aawwaaaa aayyaaaa ..yyyy
TThheeyy jjooiinneedd ffaasshhiioonn ppeerrssoonnaalliittiieess
iinncclluuddiinngg SSaannttoo VVeerrssaaccee aanndd RReemmoo
RRuuRRRR ffffffff iiffff nnii ooff MMoonncclleerr iinn aa ffiiffff vvee--mmiinnuuttee--lloonngg
ssttaannddiinnggoovvaattaaaa iioonnaattaaaa tthhtttt eeeenndd..

TToo mmaannyy ooff tthhoossee pprreseseenntt,, iinncclluuddiinngg
ssoommee ooff AArrmmaannii��ss sseenniioorr ssttaaffffffff ,,ff tthhee ttwwtttt oo--
ddaayyaaaa eevveennttrreesseemmbblleeddaaffaaffff rreewweellll..

EEaarrlliieerr tthhaatt ddaayy,, tthhee ddeessiiggnneerr ��
kknnoowwnn ffooffff rr hhiiss rriiggoouurr aanndd ffooffff rrmmaalliittyy ��
hhaadd ttaakkeenn aa pprreessss ccoonnffeeffff rreennccee bbyy ssuurr--
priprisese as as hehe strstraayyaaaa eed d frfrom om thethe  detdetailailss ooff
tthhee sshhooww ttoo ddeessccrriibbee hhooww iitt wwaass tthhee ggeenn--
eerraall ppuubblliicc wwhhoo aapppprreecciiaattaaaa ee hhiimm aass aa ppeerr--
ssoonn aanndd nnoott tthhee ssttaarrss tthhaatt mmaakkee hhiiss
eeffffffff ooffff rrttrrrr sswwoorrttrrrr hhtttt wwhhiillee..

��TThhee ootthheerr ddaayyaaaa II [[ttooookk]] aa ppiiccttuurree wwiitthh
aann oolldd llaaddyy,,yyyy wwhhoo mmuusstt hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn 8855 aanndd
wwaass pprroobbaabbaa llyy nneevveerr aabbaa llee ttoo aaffffffff ooffff rrdd aannyy ooff
mmyy ddeessiiggnnss iinn hheerr lliiffeeffff ,, aanndd sshhee ccrriieedd.. IItt
wwaasshhaarrdd ttoohhoolldd bbaacckktthhtttt ee tteeaarrss,,�� hhee ssaaiidd,,
tteeaarryyrrrr oonncceeaaggaa aaiinn..

AArrmmaannii bbeeggaann wwoorrkkiinngg iinn ffaaffff sshhiioonn iinn
11995577 aaffttffff eerr ddrrooppppiinngg oouutt ooff mmeeddiiccaall
sscchhooooll.. HHee ttooookk aa jjoobb aass aa wwiinnddooww
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Style

W hen Ann Lowe showed 
up for her first day of 
fashion school in New 
York in 1917, she was 
already an accom-

plished designer. She had trained since 
she was a child, working under her 
grandmother and mother, who ran a 
successful dressmaking business.

But when she presented herself to the 
head of the school, he questioned 
whether she could pay her tuition fees 
and placed her in a room away from the 
other students. They did not want to sit 
next to a black woman. Yet Lowe�s skills 
soon drew the others to her door, 
begrudgingly admiring her work. She 
graduated in half the allotted time.

Lowe spent her career defying expec-
tations. She was a couturier in New York, 
the capital of American ready-to-wear, 
which had dominated fashion since the 
1920s. Instead, each of the thousands of 
gowns she created was a one-of-a-kind 
confection, designed and fitted for each 
client. Some of the wealthiest members 
of US high society were clients, including 
Marjorie Merriweather Post, Olivia de 
Havilland and Jacqueline Kennedy.

Now, more than 40 of Lowe�s designs 
are on view in Delaware at the Winter-
thur Museum, Garden & Library in Ann 
Lowe: American Couturier, the largest 
exhibition of her work to date. The show 
is accompanied by a book with the same 
title, published by Rizzoli. Both show 
her sumptuous gowns and their 
extraordinary details � dimensional 
budding roses, layered lace, appliquØ 
and beading, or trimmings intricately 
cut from the dress�s printed fabric.

Lowe�s life story makes her one of the 
most fascinating and admirable Ameri-
can designers of the 20th century. She 
was born in around 1898 in Alabama to a 
family of black dressmakers. Her grand-
mother had been enslaved, yet she and 
Lowe�s mother built a respected design 
business that served the white elite of 
Montgomery over the Reconstruction 
and Jim Crow eras. Lowe apprenticed 
under them from the age of six. Black 
Americans were experiencing an appall-
ing peak in violence and discrimination 
during the 1910s, and most black Ameri-
can women could only find work as 
sharecroppers and maids. Lowe�s family 
was designing for the governor�s wife.

An early, restrictive marriage and 
motherhood took Lowe away from the 
family business, but she continued to 
design her own wardrobe. It was so chic 
that a wealthy Tampa socialite, Jose-
phine Lee, hired Lowe on the spot after 

Jacqueline and Caroline Lee Bouvier, to 
Lowe for their 1947 debut gowns. Jac-
queline was brought back for her 1953 
wedding to Senator John Kennedy. 
Kennedy�s wedding dress would become 
Lowe�s calling card but, for a moment, it 
looked like a disaster. A water pipe burst 
in her workroom and ruined most of the 
bridal party dresses. Lowe and her team 
had to recreate their work in 10 days. 
Worse, she was not publicly credited. 

But those who knew, knew, and the 
1950s was the most stable period of 
Lowe�s career. Her only child, Arthur, 
kept her books and she branched out 
into wholesale for department stores, 
but Arthur died tragically in a car acci-
dent in 1958. Lowe fell into tax arrears 
and suffered from eye problems that 
impaired her vision. She had surgery to 

Left: Ann Lowe 
adjusting the 
bodice of a gown 
she designed 

Above: Olivia de 
Havilland, left, 
in a Sonia Gowns 
dress by Lowe at 
the 1947 Oscars 
Bettmann Archive/Getty 
Images

Exhibition | The Alabama woman who became the

unsung creator of Jacqueline Kennedy�s wedding 

dress is celebrated in a new show. By Elizabeth Way

seeing her at an Alabama department 
store in 1916. Lowe worked as her fam-
ily�s live-in dressmaker, beginning with 
the Lee twins� matching wedding gowns. 
She designed sporty, tailored walking 
suits for the Lee women, as well as party 
dresses for them and their social circle. 

Recognising her talent, the Lees sup-
ported her schooling in New York. Lowe 
returned to Tampa and remarried 
around 1920. She established an atelier 
behind her new family home in a black 
Tampa neighbourhood and trained 
other black women in her advanced 
sewing skills. It is truly astounding that 
in the segregated Jim Crow South, the 
rich, white women of the city regularly 
stopped by Lowe�s workrooms to place 
orders, drop off fabric, and pick up their 
evening gowns before parties. 

Within the racial segregation of the 
time, Lowe was a beloved part of Tampa 
�society�. She was acclaimed, even as she 
was barred from their events. Despite 
this, Lowe remembered her time in Flor-
ida fondly � she told the Tampa Tribune 
in 1976: �Those were the happiest days of 
my life and I will always feel that Tampa 
is my real home.� 

But Lowe was ready to spread her 
wings. In 1928, she moved back to New 
York City, but the Depression doomed 
her first shop. She began to design how-
ever she could � taking private clients, 
but also selling to retailers on commis-
sion and working as a designer-for-hire 
at large manufacturers. She worked for 
the then famous Hattie Carnegie, as well 
as Sonia Gowns, where she designed the 
sweetheart-neckline gown, hand-
painted with flowers, worn by Olivia de 
Havilland to receive her 1947 Oscar for 
To Each His Own.

During this period, Lowe built up her 
network of clients, who spread her 
name around their tight social circles 
even as they haggled for rock-bottom 
prices. Lowe, by her own admission, was 
not a savvy businesswoman and told the 
Saturday Evening Post in 1964: �Not 
counting the dollars going into a dress 
but just the beauty that came out of 
it . . . I didn�t realise until too late that 
on dresses I was getting $300 for, I put 
about $450 into it.� 

Within the strict tradition of the 
debutante gowns and wedding dresses 
she specialised in, Lowe made each one 
unique � white deb gowns might float on 
fringed hems, feature blooming 
roses trailing over shoulders or display 
bunches of grapes over a back-waist bow.

Janet Auchincloss was a loyal Lowe 
customer and brought her daughters, 

remove her damaged eye and filed for 
bankruptcy in 1963. 

But she was not forgotten. While 
recovering in hospital, her taxes were 
paid by an anonymous benefactor � she 
suspected by Jacqueline Kennedy. She 
also contacted Madeleine Couture, a cus-
tom shop she had previously worked for, 
whose owners, Benjamin and Ione Stod-
dard, hired her immediately. By this 
time, Lowe was in her sixties. Society 
was changing and fashion was modernis-
ing. She formed her last business part-
nership in 1965 with designer Florence 
Cowell under AF Chantilly, and one of 
her last wedding gowns shows a bold hip-
pie floral motif integrated into tradi-
tional elements like a cathedral train. 
Lowe�s poor eyesight and age led to her 
retirement in 1972. She died in 1981.

As a designer, Lowe was prolific and 
impactful. The women who wore her 
gowns were admired and in the public 
eye, inspiring wider trends. Most of her 
designs were for traditional events, yet 
within the conventions of these con-
servative occasions she was innovative. 

 She deserves to be remembered, both 
for the beauty and craftsmanship of her 
fashion and for her extraordinary life as 
a 20th-century American woman.

�Ann Lowe: American Couturier�, to 
Jan 7 2024. Elizabeth Way is guest curator 
of the exhibition and associate curator of 
costume at The Museum at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology in New York 

The 
artistry 
of Ann 
Lowe

John and Jacqueline Kennedy at their 
wedding reception in Newport, 
Rhode Island, in 1953 � Bachrach/Getty Images

An Ak-Sar-Ben countess gown (1961) 
by Lowe for Saks Fifth Avenue 
Collection of the Durham Museum./Gift of Ann Lallman Jessop
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I picked up JB Priestley�s English 
Journey, a 1934 classic in British 
travel writing, after a difficult 
winter trip to the frozen Arctic 
Ocean. I�d struggled with the scale 

of the landscape and Canada�s complex 
human history. Priestley�s journey was 
the opposite � an intimately experi-
enced, small-scale tour made close to 
home in his native land. He travelled by 
foot, tram, �motor coach� and chauf-
feur-driven Daimler (he was a success-
ful author by this time) to absorb �the 
lovely thickness of life�. 

His writing � sometimes sentimental, 
occasionally political � revealed how 
the past chimes with the present. Places 
don�t change as much as we might 
assume: �Bath spread herself before us, 
like a beautiful dowager giving a 
reception.� As for the Cotswolds, it�s 
�becoming very conscious of itself�. He 
also described the deep-rooted ugliness 
of British bigotry: �The cheap 
Press . . . yelping again about Keeping 
the Foreigner Out.�

But it was when he ventured into the 
Yorkshire Dales that I found myself slip-
ping into Google Maps to pinpoint the 
source of some of his most impassioned 
writing. Priestley was born and raised in 
West Yorkshire, in the industrial city of 
Bradford � �a city entirely without 
charm . . . but it has the good fortune to 
be on the edge of some of the most 
enchanting country in England�. This is 
the beginning of his love letter to 
�authentic dale country� which, sen-
tence by sentence, narrows down the 
wending road from Bradford, to Ilkley, 
to the cobbled village of Grassington: 
�There is everything a man can possibly 
want in these dales, from trout streams 
to high wild moor-land walks, from 
deep woods to upland miles of heather 
and ling.� 

Priestley�s pen drew my eye in closer, 
to a single groove on the map: the valley 
of Upper Wharfedale and the village of 
Hubberholme: �Once up there you seem 
at first at the world�s end; and indeed 
you are a long way from anywhere.�

I rang my colleague, the British-
American photographer Michael Turek. 

Travel

Clockwise from 
main: Upper 
Wharfedale; 
anglers near 
Buckden; 
Gordon Lee in 
his shop; a stone 
cottage on 
Akrigg Farm; in 
The White Lion 
at Cray; cattle 
near Kettlewell.
Photographed 
for the FT by 
Michael Turek

ing and talking about the little things 
that mattered to us. We stopped now 
and then for Turek to take photographs. 
I would chat to passers-by.

�The beauty of Bradford is you can 
bugger off to the Dales,� said an angler 
jangling his waders, rods and reels over 
a wooden stile.

We passed Priestley�s �troops� of 
cyclists, who whizzed along the road 
cutting through the valley. �I remember 
wondering exactly what pleasure they 
were getting from the surrounding 
country,� wrote Priestley. �They never 
seemed to lift their heads from their 
handle-bars, but went grimly on.� I 
saw a group of walkers on the skyline. �I 
cannot say much about them,� wrote 
Priestley, �except to doubt whether this 
organised, semi-military, semi-athletic 
style of exploring the countryside is 
an improvement upon our old casual 
rambling method.�

We jogged downhill, gulping at the 
Dales� clean air, to make it in time for 
lunch in Litton at The Queens Arms � a 
feast of triple-cooked beef-dripping 
chips and Yorkshire steak and ale 
pie. We walked south through Litton-
dale, pinstriped with stone walls, 
beside a river fringed in orchids and 
wild pansies. 

It was flat, solid ground, where I 
caught sight of a dazzling kingfisher 
flashing its cobalt chest. I hadn�t seen 
one for years. Nor a pub like The Falcon 
Inn in Arncliffe, where customers were 
enjoying pints of bitter on the spill of vil-
lage green. The long, strong faces of the 
Yorkshire men and women made me 
think of the early David Hockney por-
traits he drew when he was an art stu-
dent in 1950s Bradford.

It was after eight when we eventually 
got back over the moor, refuelled at The 
Fox and Hounds in Starbotton, and 
started out for the final run through 
Upper Wharfedale, walking to Buckden, 
Hubberholme, then to our beds at Cray. 
The sharp shadows of early evening 
were replaced with the blues of a fading 
light. The colours along the river had 
mellowed, the water a metallic mid-
night � in the words of West Yorkshire-
born poet Ted Hughes, �the darkness 
beneath night�s darkness�, the pools �as 
deep as England�.

With no other walkers on this stretch 
of the Dales Way, the lambs were more 
emboldened. They stopped to stare, 
with black kneecaps and blazed faces, 
nubby horns pushing at their skulls 
like snowdrops breaking out of the 
ground. Rooks had already roosted, 
leaving us with the call of a single 
cuckoo, and the drone of a motorbike 
climbing up the valley.

Bradford
Leeds

Ilkley

Grassington

Cray

Hubberholme

Yorkshire Dales
National Park

Y O R K S H I R E

�� km

'Mapcreator.io | OSM.org

StarbottonLitton

Yockenthwaite

get moving: we�d set ourselves an ambi-
tious circuit to complete, and their 
doubts that we�d pull it off soon sent us 
off on our way.

We took the high path to Buckden, 
and got our first full view of Upper 
Wharfedale, where the fields, closely 
shorn by sheep, looked like bolts of vel-

vet. We descended into the village on a 
track of polished limestone that wove 
through the green shade of beech trees 
to Buckden�s shop. 

It was like walking into a childhood 
memory: a counter of pies (sold hot or 
cold), a shelf of tinned oxtail soup, 
Princes corned beef, canned sardines, 
peach slices, jars of Hartley�s jam, yel-

�Stand beside that tree at 
night and look down the 
valley, and you won�t see 
another light,� said Turek

Across the Dales in the 
footsteps of JB Priestley 

Yorkshire | The past chimes with the present on a walk through a landscape 

that offers �everything a man can possibly want�. By Sophy Roberts

New Forest The Landmark Trust, the 
charity that conserves historic buildings 
by turning them into holiday lets, is 
fundraising for one of the unlikeliest 
projects in its 58-year history. While its 
200-strong portfolio majors on half-
timbered cottages, castles and manor 
houses, the new project is a utilitarian 
military building, built from concrete in 
1940 and currently crumbling, 
vandalised and covered in graffiti. 

RAF Ibsley Watch Office, two miles 
north of Ringwood on the western edge 
of the New Forest National Park, was the 
control tower and meteorological station 
for an airfield used by the Royal Air 

Force and United States Army Air Force 
between 1941 and 1944. Initially a fighter 
base for Spitfires, Ibsley was later home 
to more than 150 P-47 Thunderbolt 
fighter bombers. It was also 
where Leslie Howard and 
David Niven made the 1942 
film The First of the Few, 
intended to inspire public 
confidence in the Spitfire and 
thus the wider war effort.

�Watch office� was the usual 
British name for such 
structures until the USAAF 
term �control tower� gradually 
replaced it during the war. 

Similar buildings were hastily thrown up 
at airfields throughout the country, but 
Ibsley is a rare survivor and unique in its 
slender concrete viewing balcony, 

backed by floor-to-ceiling Crittall 
windows; others had wooden balconies, 
which have long since rotted away. 

After the war the three runways were 
ripped up for construction 
hardcore and gravel pits were 
dug. These have since been 
filled with water, and the area 
declared a nature reserve, so 
the watch office now looks 
out over lakes and woodland. 
The Landmark Trust 
envisages it becoming a 
holiday rental for up to eight 
guests, with the main 
operations room becoming an 

open-plan kitchen, dining and living area 
with sweeping views. The charity needs 
to raise £1.03mn to complete the 
project�s £3.1mn budget, and hopes to 
start construction work next year with 
completion in 2025. landmarktrust.org.uk  

Bolzano SkyAlps is to launch direct 
flights between London and Bolzano in 
Italy�s South Tyrol region, a potential 
boon for skiers, given the runway is only 
10 miles from the nearest pistes. The 
airline had planned to launch the route 
in December 2021 but cancelled it the 
day before the first flight was due to 
depart because of concerns its business 

model might not comply with UK 
regulations. At that point it was 
operating as a �virtual airline�, using 
another carrier, Luxwing, to operate its 
flights. In January this year, however, the 
Italian Civil Aviation Authority issued 
SkyAlps with its own air operator 
certificate, making it a fully formed 
independent airline (the first in South 
Tyrol); it plans to grow its fleet to 14 
aircraft by early next year. The London 
flights will leave Stansted on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, from 
December 13 to April 14, using 76-seat 
Dash 8 Q400 aircraft. skyalps.com

Tom Robbins

Short cuts

Commanding view: RAF Ibsley Watch Office � John Miller

windows. The green fields and blowsy 
hawthorn blossoms were dip-dyed in a 
kind of hyper-real sunshine. The bog 
cotton was beginning to turn into those 
little white puffs of light that glisten 
silver against luminous beds of sphag-
num moss. On the valley�s footpaths, 
the starry heads of wild garlic were 
on the brink of bursting from their 
papery casings. 

The forecast fixed Saturday as our big 
day, though we were starting later than 
we�d hoped � a combination of overin-
dulging the night before on The White 
Lion�s richly sauced English classics 
(pork fillet Wellington in Madeira jus; 
sticky toffee pudding in butterscotch 
sauce), and not wanting to miss out on 
its English breakfast: a perfect spread of 
steaming coffee, peppery sausages and 
old-fashioned bacon. Sharp light sliced 
into the room, across the wooden tables 
and flagstones, into nooks where I 
would have happily lingered had 
the rain come in. I enjoyed the genuine 
hospitality of its owners, but we had to 

i  /  DETAILS

Sophy Roberts and Michael Turek were 
guests of The White Lion Inn at Cray 
(bestpubinthedales.co.uk), where double rooms 
including breakfast cost from £140 per night. 
Brigantes (brigantesenglishwalks.com) and 
Inntravel (inntravel.co.uk) offer self-guided walks 
through the Yorkshire Dales, staying at different 
inns and bed and breakfasts each night and with 
luggage transferred between them; Sherpa Van 
(sherpavan.com) offers luggage transfers

lowed postcards of Lady Di, combs for 
20p apiece.

�I only take cash,� said the gentleman 
behind the counter. His name was Gor-
don Lee, a gentle, enthusiastic talker of 
83 and the shop�s proprietor for the past 
41 years.

�When I first brought my mother 
here, she said it took her back to the 
1930s,� he told us. �Upper Wharfedale 
was country, real country, she said. 
Things had crept up on us in other parts 
of Yorkshire; you know the way things 
encroach, but not here.� 

Gordon remembered the first time a 
friend called John came to stay. Gordon 
had walked in on John talking to himself 
at the window above the shop, which 
looked up the valley. �I heard John say, 
�Fancy that view every morning.��

John�s grave is in Hubberholme. Gor-
don lays fresh flowers on it every week.

�Look out for it,� he said, as Turek and 
I got going again with cups of his instant 
coffee, falling into the cadence of two 
people who know each other well, walk-

imagination. �The high moors were 
glowing,� he wrote, �the curlews were 
crying, and there blew a wind as salt as if 
it came straight from the middle of the 
Atlantic.� 

This English journey had it all: 
the comfort of the familiar, of great 
literature, and the pleasure of friend-
ship falling into that perfect rhythm of
talk and silence over a long summer�s 
day � the kind you have to snatch 
before the leaves drop and the 
landscape shifts again.

His mother�s family are from Ilkley, and 
Turek has been photographing the 
Yorkshire Dales for years. He described 
a tree at the head of Upper Wharfedale, 
about a half-hour�s walk from Hubber-
holme�s George Inn, which was a Priest-
ley favourite.

�Stand beside that tree at night and 
look down the valley, and you won�t see 
another light,� said Turek.

If we escaped the foot traffic on the 
main Dales Way � an 80-mile way-
marked footpath from Ilkley to Bow-
ness-on-Windermere in Cumbria � he 
said he�d show me how this sliver of wild 
country still felt like the end of the world. 
The plunging flight of a lapwing, the 
soughing winds on the exposed moor-
land, the obsidian stillness of the river 
pools � all of this in a patch of England 
reduced to the size of a pocket handker-
chief when we laid out an OS map in a 
cafØ at King�s Cross in London before the 
three-hour train journey north.

We booked a restaurant-with-rooms, 
The White Lion Inn at Cray � a former 
drovers� inn that dates back to the 14th 
century and was recently renovated in 
tweeds and sages. Not having a Daimler, 
Turek and I agreed we�d go without a car 
for four nights. We�d lean into Priestley�s 
observation � that the Dales had bred �a 
race of mighty pedestrians� � and walk 
everywhere, rain or shine.

We�d walk up to Buckden Pike, where 
there was a memorial to five Polish air-
men who died when their plane crashed 
into the moor in a snowstorm in 1942. 
We�d loop up to Yockenthwaite, where 
the valley fans out into a wider, paler 
sky. If the weather was on side, we�d 
refine our literary pilgrimage with one 
ambitious, 17-mile circuit broken up by 
pints and pies and a visit to the church-
yard of St Michael and All Angels in 
Hubberholme, where Priestley�s ashes 
are buried. Then we would walk back to 
Cray and pay homage to Turek�s end-of-
the-world tree.

It was early summer. Coronation 
bunting was still hanging in village 

In the footsteps of . . . 
This piece is the latest in a series 
in which writers are guided by a 
notable earlier traveller. For more 
in the series, see ft.com/footsteps

Passing under the window of Buck-
den�s village shop, I thought of Gordon�s 
mother, who had fallen for Wharfedale 
because it reminded her of England in 
the 1930s. We fumbled around in our 
pockets for chargers to power our 
phones. We were too late to poke around 
the churchyard of Hubberholme for 
Priestley�s soul (the exact location 
of his ashes isn�t marked by a grave-
stone) and, with the night pulling in, we 
huffed and puffed up the hill for the 
final mile to Cray.

We picked our way carefully over 
patches of exposed bedrock until we 
reached the stark outline of Turek�s 
end-of-the-world tree. He set up his 
camera for a long exposure. I sat on a 
rock and watched in silence, absorbing 
the energy that comes from place. 

I thought of Priestley�s description of 
Bradford�s dark offices and warehouses, 
and how the Dales pulled at the 
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Survival skills are no longer 
restricted to those with a 
penchant for military 
fatigues and conspiracies

S urrounded by dense jungle on 
a desert island off the coast of 
Panama, Tess Davison, a 
physiotherapist from Lon-
don, was lost. She had left her 

campmates to trek to a nearby beach, 
but after entering the swirling mass of 
vines and creepers she quickly took a 
wrong turn. This was, in a roundabout 
way, exactly what she had signed up for.

For the cost of a stay in a luxury 
resort, Davison, 55, had flown more 
than 5,000 miles to try to survive with-
out the assistance of civilisation. She 
had learnt to forage for flora and fauna, 
the basics of spearfishing, navigation 
and rescue signalling, and how to ignite 
a fire using just two sticks. When she 
finally found her way back to camp that 
day, she recalls chopping down a coco-
nut and lying on the beach, thinking, 
�This is worth a million bucks.�

Dicing with death in the great out-
doors is no longer the preserve of TV 
adventurers like Bear Grylls, Ray Mears 
and Ed Stafford; survival skills are no 
longer restricted to a kooky niche with a 
penchant for military fatigues and con-
spiracy theories. From the Highlands of 
Scotland to desert islands in south-east 
Asia, a growing number of specialist 
tour operators are offering the chance to 
experience what it would be like to sur-
vive in the wild, and often charging 
hefty nightly rates for the privilege.

Tom Williams, who runs Desert 
Island Survival, the bushcraft survival 
company that organised Davison�s trip 
to the Pearl Island archipelago off the 
Pacific coast of Panama, says the major-
ity of guests who go on the 20 trips he 
runs each year have never even camped 
before.

For the first five days on the island, 
guests are fed and provided with ham-
mocks while they train in bushcraft, 
then they are sent off to fend for them-
selves for three nights with no more 

than a ration of water, a machete, a hand 
knife, a satellite phone and a medical 
kit. By the time they check into a beach-
side resort on the final night, it feels like 
a �10-star hotel�, says Williams.

The surge in interest has been pro-
pelled by reality TV game shows that put 
contestants� survival skills to the test, 
such as Survivor, Naked and Afraid and 
Alone (the UK version of which con-
cludes on Channel 4 this weekend, with 
Williams taking part and down to the 
final four vying for the £100,000 prize). 
But the biggest draw for guests, Williams 
argues, is the chance to disconnect from 
the humdrum of white-collar office life 
where workers are glued to screens.

Wenjie Cai, an associate professor in 
tourism at the University of Greenwich, 
agrees that the growth in survivalist 
tourism is fuelled by �techno-stressed� 
workers wanting to escape the �constant 
connectivity in everyday life�. �Ironi-
cally, digital-free breaks often find their 
way on to social media afterwards,� says 
Cai. �These posts about life-changing 
experiences are the most powerful pro-
motional tool the companies have.�

On one desert island off the coast of 
the Philippines that Desert Island Sur-
vival uses, there is still phone signal but 
instructors change guests� pin codes for 
the duration of their 10-day stay. �We�re 
seeing skyrocketing depression and 
anxiety in our societies and hyper-
connectedness is a catalyst of that,� says 
Williams. �So counteracting that with 
experiences like ours is a big driver.�

pants are not given ration packs, 
matches, flints or fire-strikers and must 
instead forage, hunt and use primitive 
bow drill and hand drill methods to start 
fires. Oisin O�Leary, a 34-year-old fund 
manager who works in the City of Lon-
don,vividly recalls the feeling of elation 
when he managed to start his first fire 
after trying for two days on a trip to the 
Pearl Island archipelago last year. �It 
triggers this primal sense in your brain 
about �Oh, this is how our ancestors used 
to live� and you get this immense sense of 
gratitude for all these teachings,� he says.

Increasingly, however, other opera-
tors are blurring the lines between 
primitive survival skills and the modern 
trappings of luxury. At the five-star Sani 
Resort in Halkidiki, Greece, guests can 
take a break from their sun loungers 
(and the 35 bars and restaurants) to 
head into the nearby 1,000-acre wood-
land to learn how to chop logs with a 
knife and construct a shelter as part of 
the Bear Grylls Survival Academy.

As well as various UK locations, the 
academy also hosts courses in South 
Africa and the United Arab Emirates; a 
total of 60,000 clients have taken a sur-
vival course designed by Bear Grylls 
since the company was launched in 
2012. �You were considered a bit of a 
whack job if you were interested in sur-
vivalism back then,� says Paul Gardiner, 
the academy�s managing director. �But 
TV series, like the ones Bear�s done, 
have all helped create that space and 
make it a bit more serious.�

Rvival, a specialist survival camp 

operator based in Scotland, allows guests 
to customise their trips, choosing, for 
example, between an ordinary tent, a 
more luxurious bell tent, or one on the 
roof of an expedition-spec Land Rover. 
Options also include tutelage from an 
ice-swimming coach, a falconer or a 
knife-maker; trips can cost anywhere 
between £4,000 and £9,000 per person.

Eliza Brown, who set up Rvival last 
year, thinks clients are attracted to wil-
derness experiences partly in response 
to growing uncertainty in the wider 
world. �There�s a lot of chat around 
climate change and wars and all these 
elements [and] I think they�ve struck a 
chord in people who want to spend their 
money more meaningfully,� she says.

Rvival largely caters for busy white-
collar workers and executives, says 
Brown. Two of its trips this year have 
been corporate retreats with team-
building exercises led by Rvival staff 
who are former members of the military 
special forces. Corporate courses are 
also the biggest division of the Bear 
Grylls Survival Academy, says Gardiner.

Anders Anderson, lead instructor of 
The Wild Tales, which launched last 
year offering survival trips to Guyana, 
says the appeal of such experiences lies 
in the humbling power of the jungle: 
�Mother Nature just peels off these 
layers until there�s nothing left than 
whatever is in the deepest parts of 
us . . . If you come and you�re physically 
very strong or very successful with 
money, the jungle doesn�t care about 
any of this.�

His 12-night trips (which cost about 
$3,000) include introduction, expedi-
tion and isolation phases � during the 
latter, participants are left alone �to sur-
vive until the evacuation�. This year, 
Anderson has hosted about 50 guests; 
next year, he plans to host at least 150. 
�It�s growing exponentially,� he says. 
�Every time we have Instagrammers or 
YouTubers coming, we get more and 
more requests.�

Anderson describes going to collect 
his guests from their scattered camps 
after the isolation phase and finding 
�stone age� scenes. There is typically a 
fish cooking on the fire, a hut made of 
interlaced palm leaves and the smell of 
sweat and smoke pervading the air. �It�s 
just so raw and authentic,� he says.

The final episode of �Alone� (UK) is on 
Channel 4 at 9pm on Sunday; it is already 
available to stream. Oliver Barnes is the 
FT�s Leisure Industries Correspondent

A former software salesman, he had 
grown so disillusioned with his career 
that he considered crashing his car on 
the motorway to secure a few weeks off 
work for injury. Instead, inspired by a 
conversation with a friend at the pub, he 
decided to train for a North Pole expedi-
tion in 2010. After spells working on a 
superyacht, running kayak expeditions 
in Patagonia and cycling over the Andes, 
he organised the first Desert Island Sur-
vival trip in 2016. The cost of its holidays 
has since doubled to around £3,000, not 
including flights, and the company 
plans to increase the number of trips it 
runs to about 40 per year. Williams is in 
the process of hunting for new uninhab-
ited islands off the coast of Indonesia.

From the start, Desert Island Survival 
offered a �purist� approach � partici-

How being cast away with 

nothing more than a 

machete became the hot new

holiday. By Oliver Barnes

Back to basics

Clockwise from left: a Desert 
Island Survival guest on a trip to 
Panama; Louie Seddon, one of 
the contestants on Channel 4�s 
�Alone�; Tom Williams, founder of  
Desert Island Survival, prepares 
dinner � James Appleton; Channel 4; Matthew Maynard
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T hhee sseeccrreett rreeppoorrtt aabboouutt
UUkkrraaiinnee rreeaacchheedd BBrriittiisshh
iinntteelllliiggeennccee iinn FFeebbrruuaarryy..
IItt ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhee RRuussssiiaannss
kknneeww tthhee UUkkrraaiinniiaannss wweerree

��hhoossttiillee ttoo tthheemm aanndd tthheeiirr iiddeeaass��,, aanndd
tthhaatt tthhee UUkkrraaiinniiaannss wwaanntteedd ttoo kknnooww
wwhhaatt ffoorreeiiggnn ssuuppppoorrtt tthheeyy wwoouulldd
rreecceeiivvee.. TThhee ssppyy wwhhoo wwrroottee tthhee rreeppoorrtt
ccoonnttiinnuueedd:: ��II ppooiinntteedd oouutt ttoo hhiimm [[tthhee
UUkkrraaiinniiaann ssoouurrccee]] tthhaattaaaa nnoo ppoowweerr wwoouulldd
iinntteerrvveennee aaggaa aaiinnsstt RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa nnooww,,wwww aanndd tthhaatt
tthhee RRuussssiiaannss .. .. .. wwoouulldd nneevveerr ppeerrmmiitt
tthhee UUkkrraaiinnee ttoo sseeppaarraattee iittsseellff eennttiirreellyy
ffrrffff oomm RRuussssiiaa..�� RReemmaarrkkaabbllyy,,yyyy tthhaatt wwaass
wwrriitttteenn iinn 11992222,, aa cceennttuurryy bebeffooffff rree MMooss--
ccooww llaauunncchheedd iittss ffuuffff llll ssccaallee--iinnvvaassiioonn ooff

bbiiggggeesstt iiss hhooww ooffttffff eenn tthhee wweesstt ffaaiilleedd ttoo
rreeaalliissee iitt wwaass iinn aa ssppyy wwaarr aatt aallll �� aa ffaaffff iill--
iinnggaass ttrruueeooffaacceennttuurryyrrrr aaggaa ooaass ttooddaayyaaaa ..yyyy

TThhee ccoolldd wwaarr ssttaarrttrrrr eedd lloonngg bbeeffooffff rree 11994477,,7777
wwhheenn tthhee pphhrraassee wwaass ccooiinneedd bbyy BBeerrnnaarrdd
BBaarruucchh,, aa ffiiffff nnaanncciieerr aanndd aaddvviisseerr ttoo sseevv--
eerraallaaaa UUSSpprreessiiddeennttss.. AAsseeaarrllyyaass tthhtttt ee 11992200ss,,
LLeenniinn��ss sseeccrreett ppoolliiccee,, tthhee CChheekkaa,, hhaadd
mmoorree tthhaann 110000,,000000 aaggaa eennttss aattaaaa hhoommee aanndd
aa ddeeddiiccaatteedd uunniitt ttoo ccoo--oorrddiinnaattee ooppeerraa--
ttiioonnss aabbaa rrooaadd.. IInn ccoonnttrraasstt,, MMII55��ss ccoouunntteerr--
eessppiioonnaaggaa ee uunniitt hhaadd ffiiffff vvee ooffffffff iiffff cceerrss.. TThhee UUSS
wwaass lliittttllee bbeetttteerr.. IInn 11992299,, sseeccrreettaarryy ooff

UUkkrraaiinnee.. IItt iiss aallssoo jjuusstt oonnee ooff tthhee mmaannyy
rreevveeaalliinngg aannececddootteess tthhaatt mmaakkee CCaallddeerr
WWaaWWWW llttoonn��ss bbooookk SSppSSSS iieess ssuucchh aann eennggrroossssiinngg
hhiissttoorryyrrrr ooff tthhee cceennttuurryyrrrr --lloonngg iinntteelllliiggeennccee
wwaarr bbeettwwtttt eeeenn tthhee UUSS,, BBrriittaaiinn aanndd RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa..
TheThe  bboook ok gaigains ns eexxtratra, , grigrimm rreleelevavanncece
ttooddaayyaaaa ggiivveenn RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa��aaaass aassssaauulltt oonn UUkkrraaiinnee
aannddtthhtttt eeuunnffooffff llddiinnggccoollddwwaarrwwiitthhtt CChhiinnaa..

WWaaWWWW llttoonn iiss aa BBrriittiisshh bbaarrrriisstteerr,,rrrr aauutthhoorr
aanndd ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd hhiissttoorriiaann,, ccuurrrreennttllyy
aatt HHaarrvvaarrdd,, wwhhoo pprreevviioouussllyy ssppeenntt sseevv--
eerraall yyeeaarrss iinn MMII55��ss aarrcchhiivveess aass aa
rreesseeaarrcchheerr ffooffff rr tthhee ooffffffff iiffff cciiaall hhiissttoorryyrrrr ooff tthhee
UUKK��ss ddoommeessttiicc sseeccrreett sseerrvviiccee.. HHiiss oowwnn
bbooookk rraannggeess aaccrroossss ccoonnttiinneennttss aanndd ddeecc--
aaddeess,, ffrrffff oomm tthhee 11991177 BBoollsshheevviikk rreevvoolluu--
ttiioonn ttoo tthhee sseeccoonndd wwoorrlldd wwaarr,,rr ffrroomm
pprrooxxyy ccoonnffllffff iiccttss iinn tthhee ddeevveellooppiinngg wwoorrlldd
ttoo pprreesseenntt--ddaayy RRuussssiiaann aanndd CChhiinneessee
ccyybbeerrwwrrrr aarrffaaffff rree.. SSoommee ooff tthhee mmaattaaaa eerriiaall wwaass
ddeeccllaassssiiffiiffff eedd aass rreecceennttllyy aass 22002222.. IInntteerr--
vviieewwss wwiitthh iinntteelllliiggeennccee ooffffffff iiffff cceerrss aadddd ffuuffff rr--
tthhtttt eerraaccttuuaalliittØØ..ØØØØ

WWhhaattaaaa lleessssoonnss ddooeess WWaaWWWW llttoonn lleeaarrnn ffrrffff oomm
aa hhuunnddrreedd yyeeaarrss ooff rriivvaall ssppooookkeerryy?? TThhee
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TThheenn,, aaffttffff eerr tthhee tteerrrroorriisstt aattttaacckkss ooff
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000011,, wweesstteerrnn ccoouunnttrriieess
ddiivveerrtteedd tthhee bbuullkk ooff tthheeiirr sseeccuurriittyy
rreessoouurrcceess iinnttoo ccoouunntteerr--tteerrrroorriissmm.. BByy
22000066,, jjuusstt 44 ppeerr cceenntt ooff tthhee wwoorrkk
ddoonnee bbyy GGCCHHQQ,, BBrriittaaiinn��ss ccyybbeerr iinntteellllii--
ggeennccee ssppyy aaggaa eennccyy,,yyyy wwaass ccoonncceerrnneedd wwiitthh
hhoossttiillee ffooffff rreeiiggnn nnaattaaaa iioonnss.. BByy ccoommppaarriissoonn,,
aatt tthhee hheeiigghhtt ooff tthhee ccoolldd wwaarr,,rr 7700 ppeerr
cceenntt ooff iittss wwoorrkk hhaadd ffooccuusseedd oonn tthhee
SSoovviieett bblloocc..

SSppSSSS iieessccoonnttaaiinnss vvaalluuaabbaa llee lleessssoonnss ffooffff rr tthhee
pprreesseenntt.. AAss wwiitthh tthhee SSoovviieett UUnniioonn aanndd
PPuuttiinn��ss RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa,, tthhee UUSS aanndd iittss aalllliieess hhaavvaaaa ee
bbeeen en slosloww to to rreecogcognisnisee ChChinaina��ss thrthreateat..
IIttss eeccoonnoommiicc wweeiigghhtt mmaakkeess tthhee ccoouunnttrryy
mmoorree cchhaalllleennggiinngg aanndd ppootteennttiiaallllyy ddaann--
ggeerroouuss tthhaann tthhee SSoovviieett UUnniioonn.. BBeeiijjii iinngg,,
lliikkee MMoossccooww,, hhaass aallssoo eennggaaggeedd iinn
mmaassssiivvee tteecchhnnoollooggiiccaall ttrraannssffeeffff rr ffrrffff oomm
tthhee wweesstt,, oorr ��ssppyyiinngg aanndd bbuuyyiinngg�� aass
WWaaWWWW llttoonn ccaallllss iitt..

IInn 22002211,, tthhee FFBBII ooppeenneedd aa CChhiinnaa--rree--
llaattaaaa eedd iinnvveessttiiggaattaaaa iioonn eevveerryyrrrr 1122 hhoouurrss.. TThhiiss
yyeeaarr,,rrrr tthhee BBrriittiisshh ppaarrlliiaammeenntt��ss iinntteellllii--

ggeennccee ccoommmmiitttteeee wwaarrnneedd tthhaatt CChhiinnaa��ss
ssppyy sseerrvviicceess wweerree tthhee llaarrggeesstt iinn tthhee
wwoorrlldd.. CChhiinnaa aanndd iittss ssppiieess,, WWaallttoonn
wwrriitteess,, hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeccoommee lliikkee tthhee ��SSoovviieett
UUnniioonn oonn sstteerrooiiddss��.. WWeeWWWW sstteerrnn iinntteellllii--
ggeennccee iiss nnooww ��cchhaassiinngg aa hhoorrssee tthhaatt hhaass
alralreadeadyy bboltolteed d thethe  stastablebless��.. He He warwarnsns
tthhaatt iitt wwiillll bbee hhaarrdd ffoorr tthhee UUSS aanndd iittss
aallaaaa lliieess ttooccaattaaaa cchhuupp..

WWaaWWWW llttoonn��ss aaggeennttss ssoommeettiimmeess ssuuffffeerr
ffrrffff oomm aa nneeeeddlleessss ssppoooonneedd--oonn ggllaammoouurr
tthhaatt ccaann ssppooiill tthhee bbooookk��ss mmaannyy sshhaarrppllyy
eettcchheded pprrooffiiffff lleses:: tthhee wwoorrdd ��hhaannddssoommee��
aappppeeaarrss 1111 ttiimmeess,, ��ddeebboonnaaiirr�� ttwwiiccee,,
eevveenn ��ddaasshhiinngg�� ggeettss aann oouuttiinngg.. BBuutt hhiiss
cceennttrraall ccoonncclluussiioonn iiss ccrriisspp aanndd aauutthhoorrii--
ttaattaaaa iivvee.. WWeeWWWW sstteerrnn ccoouunnttrriieess iinnssiisstt tthheeyy ddoo
nnoott wwaanntt aa ccoolldd wwaarr wwiitthh CChhiinnaa..

YYeeYYYY tt aass hhiissttoorryy sshhoowwss,, ��wweesstteerrnn ppooww--
eerrss ccaann bbee iinn aa CCoolldd WWaaWWWW rr iirrrreessppeeccttiivvee ooff
wwhheetthheerr tthheeyy sseeeekk oonnee aanndd bbeeffooffff rree tthheeyy
rreeccooggnniissee iitt��..

JJooJJJJ hhnnPPaaPPPP uullRRaatthhbboonnee iissiiii tthheeFFTT��ss�� sseeccuurriittyytt
aannddddeeffee eeffff nncceeeeddiittoorr
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ssttaattaaaa ee HHeennrryyrrrr SSttiimmssoonn hhaadd cclloosseedd tthhee ggoovv--
eerrnnmmeenntt��ss ccooddee--bbrreeaakkiinngg ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt
bbeecaucausese ��gengentletlemenmen  �� do do notnot  rreadead  eaceachh
ootthhtttt eerr��ssmmaaiill..��

NNoorr ddiidd ccoolldd wwaarr eessppiioonnaaggee eenndd iinn
11999911 wwiitthh tthhee SSoovviieett UUnniioonn��ss ccoollllaappssee.. IIff
aannyytthhiinngg,, RRuussssiiaann ssppyyiinngg bbeeccaammee
��mmoorree aaggaa ggrreessssiivvee��,, WWaaWWWW llttoonn wwrriitteess.. IInn
22000033,, tthhtttt rreeeeyyeeaarrssaaffttffff eerrVVllaaddiimmiirrPPuuttiinn,,aa
ffoorrmmeerr KKGGBB aaggeenntt aanndd ssppyy cchhiieeff,,
bbeeccaammee pprreessiiddeenntt,, aann eessttiimmaattaaaa eedd 22..55 ppeerr
cceenntt ooff KKrreemmlliinn ssttaaffff hhaadd aa sseeccuurriittyy
bbaacckkggkk rroouunndd.. BByy 22001199,,99 tthhaattaaaa nnuummbbeerr hhaadd
rreeaacchheeddaanniinnccrreeddiibbllee7777ppeerrcceenntt..

WWeeWWWW sstteerrnn ccoouunnttrriieess aacctteedd aass iiff tthheeyy
wweerree uunnaawwaaaa aarree ooff tthhee tthhrreeaattaaaa .. EEvveenn aass tthhee
KKrreemmlliinn aanndd iittss ssppeecciiaall sseerrvviicceess
bbeeccaammee,, iinn WWaaWWWW llttoonn��ss wwoorrddss,, ��tthhee hhoooollii--
ggaannss ooff iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall rreellaattiioonnss��,, uussiinngg
aallll tthhee ttoooollss ooff KKGGBB ttrraaddee ccrraaffttffff �� eessppiioo--
nnaaggaa ee,, ddeeeepp--ccoovveerr iilllleeggaallss,, mmoonneeyy--llaauunn--
ddeerriinngg,, aassssaassssiinnaattiioonnss,, ddiissiinnffooffff rrmmaattiioonn
aanndd ootthheerr aaccttiivvee mmeeaassuurreess �� tthhee wweesstt
wwaass llooookkiinngg eellsseewwhheerree.. IItt bbeelliieevveedd tthhee
ccoolldd wwaarr wwiitthh RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa wwaass oovveerr..rrrr

I ff oonnee hhaadd ttoo ppiicckk aa ppeerrssoonn �� aanndd wwee
aarree ttrryyiinngg ttoo mmoovvee bbeeyyoonndd cceennttrraall
ccaassttiinngg hheerree,, ssoo nnoo ttwwtttt eeeeddyy FFrreeuudd--
iiaannss,, nnoo ttoorrttuurreedd mmuussiicciiaannss aanndd nnoo
mmoorrbbiidd sseecceessssiioonniissttss �� ttoo iilllluussttrraattaaaa ee

somsomethethinging uneunexpxpeeccteted d butbut  cecenntratrall toto
tthhee AAuussttrriiaann eexxppeerriieennccee ooff tthhee ppaasstt 110000
yyeeaarrss,, aanndd wwhhyy tthhee wwoorrlldd sshhoouulldd ccaarree,,
wwhhoowwoouullddiittbbee??

OOnnee mmiigghhtt ssttaarrtt wwiitthh HHeeddwwiigg KKiieesslleerr..rrrr
AAttAAAA 1188,, KKiieesslleerr,,rrrr tthhee ddaauugghhtteerr ooff aa UUkkrraaiinn--
iiaann bbaannkkeerr ffaaffff ttaaaa hheerr aanndd aa HHuunnggaarriiaann aarriiss--
ttooccrraattiicc ppiiaanniisstt mmootthheerr �� bbootthh aassssiimmii--
llaatteedd VViieennnneessee JJeewwss �� sshhoott ttoo cceennttrraall
EEuurrooppeeaann iinnffaaffff mmyy aass tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt wwoommaann ttoo
((ffeeffff iiggnn)) oorrggaassmm oonn ssccrreeeenn iinn tthhee 11993333
ffiiffff llmm EEccssttaassyyss ..yyyy HHeerr hhuussbbaanndd,, tthhee ffaabbuu--
lloouussllyy rriicchh AAuussttrriiaann iinndduussttrriiaalliisstt FFrriiee--
ddrriicchh MMaannddll,, 3333,, wwaass nnoott iimmpprreesssseedd.. BBuutt
tthheenn,, nneeiitthheerr wwaass sshhee wwhheenn hhee wweenntt oonn
ttoo mmaakkee wweeaappoonnss ffoorr tthhee NNaazziiss.. SShhee
ddrruuggggeedd hheerr mmaaiidd aanndd ssccaarrppeerreedd oouutt ooff
tthhee wwiinnddooww ooff hhiiss ccaassttllee.. AAbbAA ooaarrdd aa mmiidd--
AAttAAAA llaannttiicc OOcceeaann lliinneerr,,rrrr KKiieesslleerr wwaass rreebboorrnn
aassHHeeddyyLLaammaarrrr..rrrr

TThhee ddeeccaaddeess ooff gglliitttttttt eerriinngg HHoollllyywwoooodd
ffiiffff ccttiioonn tthhaatt ffooffff lllloowweedd ccoouulldd nnoott ssuurrppaassss
tthhee lliiffeeffff LLaammaarrrr wwoovvee ffooffff rr hheerrsseellff iinn rreeaall--
iittyytttt ..yyyy IInn aa pprruurriieenntt aaggaa ee wwhheenn ddiivvoorrccee ttyytttt ppii--
ccaallllyy ssppeelltt ssoocciiaall ddeeaattaaaa hh,, sshhee oouuttlliivveedd aallll
ssiixx ooff hheerr ssppoouusseess.. TThhee eecccceennttrriicc bbiilllliioonn--
airaire e HoHowarwardd HugHughehess nenevverer madmadee it it ttoo
tthhee aallttaarr wwiitthh hheerr,, bbuutt iinn bbeettwwtttt eeeenn mmaakk--
iinngg lloovvee ttoo hhiimm sshhee ssuuggggeesstteedd iimmpprroovvee--
mmeennttss ffooffff rr tthhee aaeerrooffooffff iillss ooff hhiiss SSpprruuccee
GGoooossee ffllffff yyiinngg bbooaattaaaa .. SShhee wweenntt oonn ttoo ddeessiiggnn
aa ccuutttttttt iinngg--eeddggee gguuiiddaannccee ssyysstteemm ffooffff rr ttoorr--
ppeeddooeess,, aanndd ttrriieedd ttoo ggiivvee iitt ttoo tthhee UUSS
NNaavvaaaa yy.. SSuussppeeccttiinngg hheerr GGeerrmmaanniicc bbaacckk--
ggrroouunndd,, tthheeyy ppaasssseedd.. TThheeiirr lloossss.. IIttss
wwaavvaaaa eelleennggtthh--hhooppppiinngg ttecechhnnoollooggyygggg llaatteerr
bbeeccaammeetthhtt eebbaassiiss ffooffff rrBBlluueettooootthhtttt ..

BByy aannyy ssttaannddaarrddss,, LLaammaarrrr��ss wwaass
aann eexxcceeppttiioonnaall lliiffeeffff .. AAnndd yyeett ssoo mmaannyy ooff
hheerr qquuaalliittiieess �� eeffffffff ooffff rrttlleessss ccoossmmooppoolliittaann--
iissmm,, aa ppoollyymmaatthhiicc iinntteerreesstt iinn tthhee
wwoorrlldd,, aanndd aann iiccoonnooccllaassttiicc ccoommmmiittmmeenntt
ttoo lliivviinngg ttrruutthhffuuffff llllyy �� wweerree tthhee hhaallll--
mmaarrkkss ffooffff rr aa wwhhoollee ggeenneerraattiioonn ooff VViieenn--
nneessee wwhhoossee iimmppaacctt oonn oouurr lliivveess rreemmaaiinnss
uunnddeerr--aapppprreecciiaattaaaa eedd..

TThhee wwoorrlldd hhaass ggoott AAuussttrriiaa wwrroonngg..
AAnndd ttwwtttt oo nneeww bbooookkss,, ffrrffff oomm vveerryyrrrr ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt
ssttaarrttiinngg ppooiinnttss,, ooffffffff eerr ssoommee ppooiinntteerrss
aass ttoo wwhhyy tthhaatt mmiigghhtt mmaatttteerr �� ffoorr
EEuurrooppee,, iiff nnoott ffoorr tthhee wwhhoollee wweesstteerrnn
lliibbeerraallaaaa ccoonnsseennssuuss..

AAss RRiicchhaarrdd CCoocckkeetttttttt wwrriitteess iinn VViiVVVV eennnnaa,,
��IInnaannyyffiiffff eellddtthhtttt aattaaaa II rreeaaddaannddwwrrootteeaabbaa oouutt,,
ffrrffff oomm bbuussiinneessss ttoo aaddvveerrttiissiinngg,, ffrrffff oomm pphhii--
lloossoopphhyy ttoo sshhooppppiinngg mmaallllss,, ffrrffff oomm eessppiioo--
nnaaggee ttoo mmooddeerrnn cceerraammiiccss,, tthheerree wwaass
uussuuaallllyy aa VViieennnneessee aattaaaa tthhee rroooott ooff iitt..�� AAss aa
ccoorrrreeccttiivvee,, CCoocckkeetttttttt hhaass ddeelliivveerreedd aa ssppaarr--
kkllkkkk iinngg iiff llooppssiiddeedd nneeww iinntteelllleeccttuuaall hhiissttoorryyrrrr
ooffAAuussttrriiaa��aaaassccaappiittaallaa ..

TThhaatt AAuussttrriiaa iiss ssoo mmuucchh ootthheerr tthhaann aa
wwiinnssoommee llaanndd ooff ��MMoozzaarrtt BBoonnbboonnss��
[an[and]d] LipLipizzizzaneaner r horhorsesess . . .. .. liklikeeablablee
bbuutt bbaassiiccaallllyy iinnssiiggnniiffiiffff ccaanntt mmyytthhss��,, iiss
aallssoo tthhee cceennttrraall ppooiinntt ooff PPaauull LLeennddvvaaii��ss
bbrriisskk bbooookk,, AAuussttrriiaa BBeehhiinndd tthhee
MMaaMMMM sskk �� aalltthhoouugghh hheerree tthhee iimmpplliiccaattaaaa iioonnss
aarreeddaarrkkeekkkk rr..rrrr

LLeennddvvaaii,, wwhhoo iiss nnooww 9944 �� HHuunnggaarriiaann--
bboorrnn,, nnaattuurraalliisseedd VViieennnneessee aanndd aa
ffooffff rrmmeerr FFiinnaanncciiaall TTiimmeess ccoorrrreessppoonnddeenntt

�� iiss oonnee ooff cceennttrraall EEuurrooppee��ss mmoosstt sseeaa--
ssoonneedd jjoouurrnnaalliissttss.. TThhee ppooiinntt ooff hhiiss bbooookk,,
aa sskkiillffuuffff llllyy bblleennddeedd mmiixxttuurree ooff mmeemmooiirr,,rrrr
ppoolliittiiccaall aannaallyyssiiss,, aanndd hhiissttoorryy tthhaatt ffooffff ll--
lloowwss aa ggaarrllaannddeedd 22001177 bbiiooggrraapphhyy ooff
VViikkttkkkk oorr OOrrbbÆÆnn,, iiss ttoo ttrryy ttoo ccoonntteexxttuuaalliissee
AAuussttrriiaa��aaaassrreecceenntt ttrroouubblleeddppoolliittiiccaallaaaa ttuurrnn..

AAuussttrriiaa iiss aa ccoouunnttrryy ooff jjuusstt 99mmnn ppeeoo--
ppllee aanndd aa ggrroossss ddoommeessttiicc pprroodduucctt iinn tthhee
mmiiddddllee rraannkk ooff EEuurrooppeeaann nnaattiioonnss::
bbiiggggeerr tthhaann DDeennmmaarrkk,, ssmmaalllleerr tthhaann
BBeellggiiuumm.. BBuutt iittss ccuurrrreenntt ppoolliittiiccaall
tratravaivails ls aaaa shoshoulduld  makmakee it it aa cascase e of of nnoteote..
FFiivvee ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss iinn ffiiffff vvee yyeeaarrss iiss aa bbaadd
eennoouugghh rreeccoorrdd,, aass BBrriittiisshh rreeaaddeerrss wwiillll
wweeaarriillyykknnooww..wwww

IInn AAuussttrriiaa,, hhoowweevveerr,,rrrr tthhiiss ttuurrmmooiill hhaass
ccoommee wwiitthh aa vvaasstt aanndd oonnggooiinngg nneettwwtttt oorrkk
ooff ooffffiicciiaall ccoorrrruuppttiioonn iinnqquuiirriieess,, aa
lloouuddeenniinngg ddrruummbbeeaattaaaa ooff ffaaffff rr--rriigghhtt ppoolliittiiccss
((tthhtttt ee ppooppuulliisstt FFrreeeeddoomm PPaarrttrrrr yytttt wwiillll aallmmoosstt
cercertaitainlnlyy tritriumpumphh in in nenext xt yyearear��ss eleelecc--
ttiioonn)) aanndd tthhee wwiiddeesspprreeaadd iinnffiiffff llttrraattaaaa iioonn ooff
tthhee ccoouunnttrryy��ss iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss aanndd bbuussiinneessss
bbyyVVllaaddiimmiirrPPuuttiinn��ssRRuuRRRR ssssiiaa..

PPaarroocchhiiaall?? CCoonnssiiddeerr tthhiiss aass aa ccoouunntteerr
mmeettrriicc,, ffrrffff oomm tthhee ccooaallffaaffff ccee ooff ggeeooppoolliittiiccaall
ppoowweerr ggaammeess:: wwiitthh ppeerrhhaappss tthhee eexxcceepp--
ttiioonn ooff BBrruusssseellss,, mmoorree ssppiieess aarree aattaaaa wwoorrkk
iinn ��bbaacckkwwaatteerr�� VViieennnnaa tthhaann iinn aannyy
ootthheerr EEuurrooppeeaann cciittyytttt ..yyyy AAnndd iiff aa ccoouunnttrryyrrrr ssoo
uunnaassssuummiinnggllyy cceennttrraall ttoo tthhtttt ee ccoonncceeppttiioonn
ooff lliibeberraall EEuurroopepeaann ssttaabbiilliittyytttt iiss tteeaarriinngg
iittsseellff aappaarrttrrrr ffrrffff oomm wwiitthhtt iinn,, wwhheerree ddooeess tthhtttt aattaaaa
lleeaavvee tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee ggrreeaatt EEuurrooppeeaann
ppoossttwwtttt aarrpprroojjoo eecctt??tttt

��II aallwwaayyaaaa ss ffeeffff lltt ccoonnsscciioouussllyy oorr ssuubbccoonn--
sscciioouussllyytthhtttt eeoobblliiggaattaaaa iioonnttoobbeeaarrwwiittnneessss ttoo
tthhee lluurrkkiinngg ddaannggeerr tthhrreeaattaaaa eenniinngg AAuussttrriiaa
aattaaaa aannyy ggiivveenn ttiimmee,,�� wwrriitteess LLeennddvvaaii,, wwhhoo
ssuurrvvrrrr iivveeddtthhtttt eeHHoollooccaauusstt..

AAlltthhoouugghh lliikkeellyy ttoo aappppeeaall ttoo vveerryy
ddiiffffeerreenntt aauuddiieenncceess,, bbootthh bbooookkss ��
tthhoouugghh tthheeyy ddoonn��tt ddwweellll oonn iitt �� aarree
eesssseennttiiaallllyy ttaalleess aanniimmaatteedd bbyy tthhee ssaammee
eevveenntt:: tthhee sseeccoonndd wwoorrlldd wwaarr,, hhooww iittss
sshhaaddowow ccoonnttiinnuueess ttoo lloooomm,, aanndd wwhhaatt
ffaaffff ttee aawwaaaa aaiittss tthhee ssoocciiaall ccoonnccoorrdd tthhee wweesstt
ppuuttuuppiinniittsswwaakkaaaa eekkkk ..

CCoocckkeetttttttt ��ss ppooiinntt ooff ddeeppaarrttuurree iiss CCaarrll EE
SScchhoorrsskkee��ss PPuulliittzzeerr--pprriizzee wwiinnnniinngg 11997799
wwoorrkk FFiiFFFF nn--ddee--SSiieeccllee VViiVVVV eennnnaa.. WWhheerreeaass tthhaattaaaa
hhiissttoorryy ddwweelltt oonn tthhee ggrreeaatt aarrttiissttiicc oouutt--
ppoouurriinnggooffVViieennnnaabbeeffooffff rreetthhtttt eeccaallaa aammiittyytttt ooff
tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt wwoorrlldd wwaarr ((aallll sseexx,, ddeeaatthh aanndd
ssiinnuuoouuss ffooffff rrmmss)) CCoocckkeetttttttt ��ss ffooffff ccuuss iiss oonn tthhee
iinntteerrwwaarr ppeerriioodd aanndd hhooww eevveenn mmoorree
eenndduurriinnggllyy iinnffllffff uueennttiiaall iitt hhaass bbeeeenn oonn
wweesstteerrnnccuullttuurree..

FFoorr CCoocckkeetttttttt ,, aa hhiissttoorriiaann aanndd jjoouurrnnaalliisstt

wwiitthh TThhee EEccoonnoommiisstt,,tt iinntteerrwwaarr VViieennnnaa
wwaass tthhee ccrruucciibbllee ooff aapppplliieedd sscciieennccee �� ooff
mmeetthhoodd yyookkeedd ttoo aa bbeelliieeff iinn ssoocciiaall
pprrooggrreessss.. HHiiss cceennttrraall ccoonntteennttiioonn iiss tthhaattaaaa
tthhee llooggiiccaall ppoossiittiviviissmm ooff tthhee ��VViieennnnaa
SScchhooooll�� ooff pphhiilloossoopphhyy wwaass nnoott jjuusstt aa ddrryyrrrr
aaccaaddeemmiicc pphheennoommeennoonn,, bbuutt rraatthheerr aann
aattaaaa tttttt iittuuddee tthhaattaaaa ssuuffffffff uuffff sseedd VViieennnneessee ssoocciieettyytttt
aanndd ddeeffiiffff nneedd tthhtttt ee cciittyytttt ��ss ccuullttuurraall aanndd ssoocciiaall
ttooppooggrraapphhyy..yyyy

��WWhhaatt ssttrruucckk mmee mmoosstt wwaass aa rraaddiiccaall
ppaassssiioonn ffoorr ttrruutthhffuullnneessss iinn eevveerryy--
tthhiinngg .. .. .. OOnnee hhaadd ttoo ��lliivvee�� ttrruutthh aanndd nnoott
ttoolleerraattaaaa ee aannyy pprreetteennccee iinn oonneesseellff oorr ootthh--
eerrss,,�� rreeccaalllleedd tthhee VViieennnneessee--bboorrnn eeccoonnoo--
mmiissttFFrriieeddrriicchhHHaayyaaaa eekk..

TThhee sseeccoonndd wwoorrlldd wwaarr ccaasstt tthhtttt eessee iinntteell--
lleeccttuuaallaaaa sseeeeddss iinnttootthhtttt eerriicchhssooiill ooff tthhtttt eeNNeeww
WWooWWWW rrlldd.. AAss ØØmmiiggrrØØss aaccrroossss tthhee AAttllaannttiicc,,
HHaayyaaaa eekk aanndd hhiiss ffeeffff llllooww ppoollyymmaatthh eeccoonnoo--
mmiissttss LLuuddwwiigg vvoonn MMiisseess aanndd OOsskkaarr MMoorr--
ggeennsstteerrnn bbeeccaammee tthhee hhiigghh pprriieessttss ooff
AAmmeerriiccaannnneeoolliibbeerraallaaaa ccaappiittaallaa iissmm..

WWhhaattaaaa mmaakkeess CCoocckkeetttttttt ��ss bbooookk ccoommppeell--
lliinngg,, hhoowweevveerr,,rrrr aarree ssttoorriieess ooff tthhee lleesssseerr--
kknnoowwnn,, eeqquuaallllyy ssppiirriitteedd VViieennnneessee tthhaatt
mmoouullddeedd tthhee ccoonnttoouurrss ooff tthhee ccoonnssuummeerr--
ccaappiittaalliisstt woworrlldd oorrddeerr:: tthhee ggeenneessiiss ooff
MMaaddiissoonn AAvvAAAA eennuuee aaddvveerrttiissiinngg wwaass VViieenn--
nneessee,, oobbsseerrvveess CCoocckkeetttttttt ((HHeerrttaa HHeerrzzoogg,,
EErrnnsstt DDiicchhtteerr)).. AAss wwaass tthhee sshhooppppiinngg
mmaallll ((VViiccttoorr GGrruueenn)).. AAnndd ccoorrppoorraattee
mmaannaaggaa eemmeenntt tthheoeorryy ((PPeetteerr DDrruucckkeerr))..
NNoott ttoo mmeennttiioonn tthhtttt ee llaattaaaa eerr sseexxuuaall aawwaaaa aakkeekkkk nn--
iinngg ooff wweesstteerrnn yyoouutthh ((tthhaannkk yyoouu,, WWiill--
hheellmmRReeiicchh))..

BBuutt iinn aann eerraa wwhheerree,, aass LLeennddvvaaii��ss bbooookk
aatttttttt eessttss,, tthhee cceerrttaaiinnttiieess ooff tthhiiss oorrddeerr aarree
eevveerryywwhheerree eerrooddiinngg,, tthhee lliimmiittss ooff tthhiiss
ttiiddyy nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee aass hhiissttoorryyrrrr bbeeaarr ssoommee tteesstt--

ttiioonnaarriieess aanndd ffooffff rrmmeerr ppoolliittiicciiaannss ccoommee
tthhiicckk aanndd ffaasstt.. IIff,,ff aass tthhee ccaabbaarreett ppeerr--
ffooffff rrmmeerr HHeellmmuutt QQuuaallttiinnggeerr ppuutt iitt,, ��AA�� uuss--
ttrriiaa iiss aa llaabbyyrriinntthh iinn wwhhiicchh eevveerryyoonnee
kknnoowwss tthheeiirr wwaayy aabboouutt iinn,,�� tthheenn ffooffff rr aa
nnoonn--AAuussttrriiaann tthhtttt iiss iiss,, nneevveerrttrrrr hhtttt eelleessss,, aa vvaall--
uuaabbaa llee iiffddeennsseegguuiiddee..

TThhee wwaarr ddiissccrreeddiitteedd ssoommee ooff tthhtttt ee iinntteell--
lleeccttuuaall uunnddeerrccuurrrreennttss ooff NNaazziissmm
pprreesseenntt iinn AAuussttrriiaa,, bbuutt iitt ddiidd nnoott ddeessttrrooyy
tthhtttt eemm,,aassLLeennddvvaaii iisswweellllaawwaaaa aarree..AAnnddhhee iiss
ttoooo wweellll--vveerrsseedd iinn tthhtttt ee iinnttrriiccaacciieess ooff AAuuss--
ttrriiaann ppoolliittiiccaall lliiffeeffff ttoo kknnooww tthhaattaaaa tthheeyy aarree
nnoott ssoolleellyy ccaacchheedd iinn tthhee ffaaffff rr--rriigghhtt FFrreeee--
ddoommPPaarrttrrrr yytttt ,,yyyy ffooffff uunnddeeddiinn11995566..

LLeennddvvaaii ccaarreeffuuffff llllyy ttrraacceess tthhtttt ee eevvoolluuttiioonn
ooff AAuussttrriiaa��aaaa ss ppaarrttyytttt ppoolliittiiccss aanndd rreesseerrvveess
hhiiss mmoosstt ttrreenncchhaanntt ccrriittiicciissmm ffoorr tthhee
pprreesseenntt ddaayyaaaa ..yyyy HHiiss ccrriittiicciissmm ooff SSeebbaassttiiaann
KKuuKKKK rrzz �� AAuussttrriiaa��aaaass nnooww ffaaffff lllleenn WWuuWWWW nnddeerrkkrrrr iinndd
cchhaanncceelllloorr wwhhoo mmaaddee hhiiss wwaayy iinnttoo
ppoowweerr bbyy ppaarrttnneerriinngg wwiitthh tthhee FFrreeeeddoomm
PPaarrttrrrr yytttt iinn22001177��iissppaarrttrrrr iiccuullaarrllyyssttiinnggiinngg..

AAnndd yyeett,, ddeessppiittee iittss ppoolliittiiccaall ffrrffff aaccttuurreess,,
mmooddeerrnn AAuussttrriiaa,, iiss,, ooff ccoouurrssee,, aa lloonngg wwaayyaaaa
ffrrffff oomm tthhee hhaarrrroowwiinngg eexxppeerriieenncceess ooff tthhee
iinntteerrwwrrrr aarr ffiiffff rrsstt rreeppuubblliicc.. IItt rreemmaaiinnss oonnee ooff
tthhee mmoosstt eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy ssuucccceessssffuuffff ll ssttaattaaaa eess
iinn EEuurrooppee;; VViieennnnaa iiss ccoonnssiisstteennttllyy
rraannkkeedd aass tthhee wwoorrlldd��ss bbeesstt cciittyytttt ttoo lliivvee iinn..
TThhee ccoouunnttrryyrrrr hhaass aa hhiigghhllyy ddeevveellooppeedd wweell--
ffaaffff rreessttaattaaaa ee..

IIff tthheerree iiss aa qquueessttiioonn bbootthh tthheessee bbooookkss
lleeaavvaaaa ee ooppeenn,, iitt iiss ppeerrhhaappss wwhhyy VViieennnnaa��ss
eexxppoorrtt ttoo tthhee wweesstteerrnn wwoorrlldd,, aaccccoorrddiinngg
ttoo CCoocckkeetttttttt �� tthhee ttrriiuummpphh ooff lliibbeerraall ccoonn--
ssuummeerr ccaappiittaalliissmm �� iiss ffaaffff lltteerriinngg nnooww.. IItt��ss
wwoorrtthh nnoottiinngg tthhaatt tthhee FFrreeeeddoomm PPaarrttyytttt ��ss
sswweerrvvee eevveenn ffuuffff rrtthheerr ttoo tthhee rriigghhtt iiss,, iiff
aannyyttyyyy hhtttt iinngg,, bbeeiinngg ssuuppeerrcchhaarrggrr eedd bbyyiiddeennttii--
ttaarriiaann iiddeeaass rreeiimmppoorrtteedd ffrrffff oomm AAmmeerr--
iiccaa.. IItt wwoouulldd oobbvviioouussllyy bbee rriiddiiccuulloouuss ttoo
ddececllaarree wwesestteerrnn ccaappiittaalliissmm bbaannkkrruupptt,,
bbuutt iitt sseeeemmss iittss aanniimmaattaaaa iinngg ccoonncceeppttss aarree
ssttrruugggglliinngg ttoo iinnssppiirree mmeeaanniinngg oorr ttrraannss--
llaattaaaa ee iinnttooaappoolliittiiccss tthhtttt aattaaaa ddooeess..

EEvveenn VViieennnnaa,, aa cciittyy tthhaatt gguuaarrddss iittss
iinntteelllleeccttuuaallaaaa rreeppuuttaattaaaa iioonn ffiiffff eerrcceellyy,,yyyy sseeeemmssttoo
bbee ssiinnkkiinngg iinnttoo llaattee--ccaappiittaalliisstt sseellff--ffff ppaarr--
ooddyy..yyyy JJuusstt ooffffffff tthhee sshhoowwccaassee RRiinnggssttrraassssee,, aa
vvaassttnneewwtteemmppllee ttoo lluuxxuurryyrrrr ccoonnssuummeerriissmm
iiss ccuurrrreennttllyy iinn tthhee tthhrrooeess ooff ccoonnssttrruucc--
ttiioonn,, ffiiffff nnaanncceedd bbyy tthhee bbiilllliioonnaaiirree RReennØØ
BBeennkkoo �� aa ffoorrmmeerr bbuuddddyy ooff ffoorrmmeerr
cchhaanncceelllloorr KKuuKKKK rrzz,, wwhhoo iiss aallssoo iinn tthhee ssppoott--
lliigghhtt ffooffff rr ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ccoorrrruuppttiioonn.. TThhee
nnaammeetthhtttt eeyyhhaavvaaaa eecchhoosseenn??nn LLaammaarrrr..rrrr

SSaaSSSS mmJJooJJJJ nneesseeee iissiiii tthheeFFTT��ss�� SSwwiiwwww ttzztttt eerrllrrrr aannddaanndd
AAuussttrriiaaCCooCCCC rrrreerrrr sseeee ppss oonnddeenntt
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the world we know? And 
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at what�s to come? Sam Jones 
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iinngg.. IInntteerrwwaarr iinntteelllleeccttuuaall VViieennnnaa wwaass,,
aaffttffff eerr aallll,, nnoott jjuusstt tthhee vviiccttiimm ooff NNaazziissmm,,
bbuuttaarrggrr uuaabbaa llyyaallaaaa ssoo iittssccrruucciibbllee..

IItt iiss tteelllliinngg tthhaatt CCoocckkeetttt��ss bbooookk,,
tthhoouugghh wwiiddee--rraannggiinngg aanndd iilllluummiinnaattaaaa iinngg,,
dradrawswsaaaa almalmostost  eexxcluclusisivvelelyy on on EngEnglislish-h-
llaanngguuaaggaa ee sseeccoonnddaarryyrr ssoouurrcceess aanndd mmeemm--
ooiirrss.. UUnnssuurrpprriissiinnggllyy,,yyyy yyoouu wwiillll ffiiffff nndd ffeeffff ww ooff
tthhee nnuummeerroouuss wwoorrkkss ooff AAuussttrroo--ffaaffff sscciisstt,,
ppaann--GGeerrmmaann oorr VVööVVVV llkkiisscchh iinntteelllleeccttuuaall
oouuttppuutt ooff tthhee iinntteerrwwaarr eerraa iinn mmooddeerrnn
EEnngglliisshhttrraannssllaattaaaa iioonn..

CCoocckkeetttttttt aacckknnoowwlleeddggeess tthhiiss wwoorrlldd iinn aa
sslliimm cchhaapptteerr oonn ��BBllaacckk VViieennnnaa�� �� tthhee
ccoonnsseerrvvrrrr aattaaaa iivvee aannttoonnyymm ttoo ssoocciiaalliisstt ��RReedd
VViieennnnaa��aaaa �� bbuutt iitt iinnaaddeeqquuaattaaaa eellyy eexxpplloorreess

tthhee ppoowweerr ooff tthheessee iiddeeaass,, wwrriittiinngg tthheemm
ooffffffff aass ccrraannkkyykkkk ppsseeuuddoosscciieennccee aanndd ffaaffff iilliinngg
ttooaaccccoouunntt ffooffff rr tthhtttt eeiirr ttrraaggaaaa iiccggrriipp..

TThhee ccoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee pphhiilloossoopphheerr aanndd
ssoocciioollooggiisstt OOtthhmmaarr SSppaannnn,, ddeessccrriibbeedd bbyy
CCoocckkeetttt aass ��pprroobbaabbllyy tthhee mmoosstt cceellee--
bbrraattaaaa eedd aaccaaddeemmiicc iinn VViieennnnaa��aaaa ,, ggeettss aa mmeenn--
ttiioonn.. BBuutt iiff hhee wwaass ggeennuuiinneellyy ssoo iimmppoorr--
ttaanntt �� aanndd hhee wwaass �� tthheenn tthhiiss iiss aa ssuurr--
pprriissiinnggeelllliippssiiss.. SSppaannnn��ss iiddeeaass,,ooffaaccoorrppoo--
rraattiisstt,, hhiieerraarrcchhiiccaall ssoocciieettyy,, mmaayy bbee
uunnppaallaattaabbllee ttoo uuss nnooww,,ww bbuutt iinntteerrwwaarr
VViieennnnaa��ss eedduuccaatteedd yyoouutthh ffiiffff zzzzeedd wwiitthh
tthheemm aanndd hhee wwaass rreeaadd aaccrroossss GGeerrmmaann--
ssppeeaakkaaaa iinnggEEuurrooppee..

TThheerree aarree ootthheerr oommiissssiioonnss.. NNoo
aaccccoouunntt iiss ggiivveenn ooff VViieennnnaa��ss ccoonnttrriibbuu--
ttiioonn ttoo pphheennoommeennoollooggyygggg oorr tthhee iinntteelllleecc--
ttuuaall lleeyylliinneess tthhaattaaaa eexxtteennddeedd oouutt ffrrffff oomm tthhee
cciittyytttt �� vviiaa EEddmmuunndd HHuusssseerrll ttoo FFrreeiibbuurrggrr ,,
sseeaattaaaa ooff MMaarrttrrrr iinn HHeeiiddeeggggeerr,,rrrr oorr,,rrrr vviiaa aannootthhtttt eerr
rroouuttee,, ttoo tthhee FFrraannkkffuuffff rrtt SScchhooooll,, wwhhoossee
ccuullttuurraall ccrriittiicciissmm rreejjee eecctteedd ((aanndd wwaass
rreevviilleedd bbyy)) NNaazziiss aanndd lliibbeerraall mmaarrkkeett
eeccoonnoommiissttssaallaaaa iikkeekk ..

OOnnee ssttrreennggtthh ooff LLeennddvvaaii��ss bbrriisskk
aaccccoouunntt ooff tthhee ppaasstt 5500 yyeeaarrss ooff AAuussttrriiaann
ppoolliittiiccss,, mmeeaannwwhhiillee,, iiss iittss mmoorree ssuuppppllee
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg tthhtttt aattaaaa iiddeeaass aarree aass sslliippppeerryyrrrr
aass tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo ppoosssseessss tthheemm.. PPeerr--
hhaappss aass aa rreessuulltt,, wwhhaatt LLeennddvvaaii��ss bbooookk
llaacckkss ccoommppaarreedd wwiitthh CCoocckkeetttt��ss iiss tthhee
ssaammee lliigghhttnneessss ooff ttoouucchh.. HHiiss iiss aa vveerryy
cclloossee rreeaaddiinngg ooff ccoonntteemmppoorraarryyrrrr AAuussttrriiaann
ppoolliittiiccss,, aanndd tthhee nnaammeess ooff ppaarrttyy ffuuffff nncc--
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llll ttoooo eeaaggeerr ttoo wweellccoommee eexxiilleess ssuucchh
aass WWooWWWW llff aanndd RRoobbeerrtt FF KKeennnneeddyy JJrr,,rrrr wwhhoo
pposiositiotionn tthemhemselselvveess as as depdeplatlatforformemedd
ttrruutthhtttt --tteelllleerrss..

HHaavvaaaa iinngg ddaabbbblleedd iinn ccoonnssppiirraaccyy tthheeoo--
rriieess aabboouutt EEbboollaa,, EEddwwaarrdd SSnnoowwddeenn,, 55GG
aanndd ssiiss,, sshhee hhiitt ppaayy ddiirrtt wwiitthh CCoovviidd,,
ttwweeeettiinngg tthhaatt vvaacccciinneess ��lleett yyoouu ttrraavvaaaa eell
bbaacckk iinn ttiimmee�� aanndd tthhaattaaaa vvaacccciinnaattaaaa eedd ppeeoo--
ppllee ccoouulldd ��sshheedd�� aanndd eennddaannggeerr tthhee
uunnvvaacccciinnaatteedd �� lleeaaddiinngg TTwwiitttteerr ttoo
ssuussppeenndd hheerr ffooffff rr sspprreeaaddiinngg mmeeddiiccaall mmiiss--
iinnffooffff rrmmaattiioonn.. AAss WWooWWWW llff��ss ccllaaiimmss bbeeccaammee
mormore e oovveertrtlly y ppoliolitictical,al,  thethe  conconflaflatiotionn
bbeettwweeeenn tthhee ttwwoo NNaaoommiiss aacccceelleerraatteedd,,
ffuuffff rrtthheerr eexxaacceerrbbaattaaaa eedd bbyy lliiffeeffff ggooiinngg oonnlliinnee
dduurriinngg lloocckkddoowwnn..

mmeenntt ttoo ddeeccllaarree aa ffoouurr--ddaayy
nnaattiioonnaall bbaannkkiinngg hhoolliiddaayyaaaa aanndd tthhee
NNYYSSEE cclloosseedd ffoorr oonnllyy tthhee tthhiirrdd
ttiimmeeiinniittsshhiissttoorryyrrrr ..yyyy

TThhee aauutthhoorr��ss ddeettaaiilleedd rreesseeaarrcchh
aanndd ccoolloouurrffuuffff ll ssttoorriieses bbrriinngg ttoo lliiffeeffff
tthhee ddooggggeedd eeffffoorrttss ooff NNeeww DDeeaall
rreeffoorrmmeerrss ttoo iinnvveessttiiggaattee tthhee
wwrroonnggddooiinngg,, aanndd wwrriittee llaawwss aanndd
rruulleess ttoo pprreevveenntt aa rreeppeeaatt.. SShhee
rreemmiinnddss rreeaaddeerrss ooff tthhee hhaarrdd--
ffooffff uugghhtt lleeggiissllaattaaaa iivvee aanndd ccoouurrttrrrr bbaattaaaa tttttt lltttt eess
bbeehhiinndd mmuucchh ooff tthhee ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall pprroo--
tteeccttiioonnss tthhaatt iinnvveessttoorrss ttaakkee ffoorr
ggrraanntteedd ttooddaayy.. LLaawwss ccrreeaattiinngg
ddeeppoossiitt iinnssuurraannccee,, nnaattaaaa iioonnaall iinnvveess--
ttoorr pprrootteeccttiioonn ssttaannddaarrddss aanndd tthhee
rreegguullaattaaaa iioonn ooff ssttoocckk eexxcchhaannggeess aanndd
bbrrookkeerrss aallll ppaasssseedd iinn aa ttwwoo--yyeeaarr
ppeerriioodd aanndd tthheenn ffaaffff cceedd bbiitttttttt eerr cchhaall--
lleennggeess iinntthhtttt ee ffeeffff ddeerraallaa ccoouurrttrrrr ss..

Though Kennedy is better 
known as the founder of a political 
dynasty, Henriques tracks his 
critical role as a high-profile entre-
preneur who helped make the SEC 
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T aalleess ooff ssccaammmmeerrss ccoonnttiinnuuee
ttoo ffaasscciinnaattee aanndd ddeelliigghhtt..
DDeessppiittee aa ccoonnsseennssuuss tthhaatt
ccoonnmmeenn �� aanndd ddeessppiittee
ssoommee hhiigghh--pprrooffiiffff llee rreecceenntt

ccaasseess,, tthhtttt eeyy aarree ooffttffff eenn mmeenn �� ccoommmmiitt aaccttss
tthhaatt mmoosstt ppeeooppllee ffiinndd rreeppuullssiivvee,, wwee
ccaann��tt sseeeemm ttoo llooookk aawwaaaa aayyaaaa ,,yyyy aass aann eevveerr--eexx--
ppaannddiinngg lliisstt ooff bbooookkss,, ppooddccaassttss aanndd TTVV
sseerriieessddeemmoonnssttrraattaaaa eess..

OOnn ttoo tthhaatt wweellll--wwoorrnn ppaatthh sstteeppss
YYeeYYYY ppookkaa YYeeYYYY eebboo,, aa BBrriittiisshh--GGhhaannaaiiaann
jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,, wwiitthh hheerr ddeebbuutt AAnnaannssii��ss��
GGoolldd,, wwhhiicchh tteellllss tthhtttt ee rreemmaarrkkaabbaa llee ssttoorryyrrrr ooff
JJoohhnn AAcckkaahh BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh,, aa cchhaarriissmmaattaaaa iicc
GGhhaannaaiiaann hhuucckksstteerr wwhhoo ffooffff rr ttwwtttt oo ddeeccaaddeess
mmaasstteerrmmiinnddeedd wwhhaattaaaa sshhee ppllaauussiibbllyy ccaallllss
��oonnee ooff tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt ccoonn aarrttiissttss ooff
aallaaaa ll ttiimmee��..

BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh �� hheerree rreeffeeffff rrrreedd ttoo wwiitthh aa
wwiinnkk aanndd aa nnuuddggee aass ��OOuurr MMaann�� �� hhaadd
mmuullttiippllee aalliiaasseess:: hhee ccllaaiimmeedd ttoo bbee,, aatt
vvaarriioouuss ttiimmeess,, ddiipplloommaattaaaa ,, ddooccttoorr,,rrrr bbaannkkeekk rr,,rrrr
HHaarrvvrrrr aarrdd pprrooffeeffff ssssoorr aanndd aa UUNN ccoonnssuullttaanntt..
HHee wwaass aallssoo eessppeecciiaallllyy ffooffff nndd ooff hhiigghh--eenndd

aaddee,, ffrrffff oomm 11997733 ttoo 11998866,, BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh aanndd
hhiiss AAmmeerriiccaann ppaarrttnneerr,,rr RRoobbeerrtt EElllliiss,,
mmaaddee aawwaayy wwiitthh mmiilllliioonnss ooff ddoollllaarrss,,
defdefrauraudindingg hunhundrdreedsds of of ppeeoploplee inin thethe
pprroocceessss.. BBllaayy--MMiieezzaahh ccoonnttiinnuueedd tthhee
ssccaamm ffooffff rr aa ffeeffff ww mmoorree yyeeaarrss aaffttffff eerr EElllliiss lleeffttffff
tthhtttt eeeenntteerrpprriissee..

EEvveenn JJoohhnn MMiittcchheellll �� NNiixxoonn��ss ddiiss--
ggrraacceedd aattttoorrnneeyy--ggeenneerraall �� ggoott hhiimmsseellff
iinnvvoollvveedd,, hhaavvaaaa iinngg bbeeeenn pprroommiisseedd aassttrroo--
nnoommiiccaall rreettuurrnnss.. HHiiss mmeerree ccoonnnneeccttiioonn
ttoo tthhee sscchheemmee hheellppeedd BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh bbuurr--
nniisshh hhiiss rreeppuuttaattaaaa iioonn aass aa wweellll--ccoonnnneecctteedd
iinntteerrnnaattaaaa iioonnaallaaaa bbuussiinneessssmmaann..

WWhhyy ddiidd ppeeooppllee ffaaffff llll ffooffff rr tthhee aacctt?? TThhee
rreeaassoonnss wweerree nnuummeerroouuss aanndd nnoott aallttoo--
ggeetthhtttt eerr ssuurrpprriissiinngg:: ggrreeeedd,, ppeerrssoonnaallaaaa aammbbii--
ttiioonn,, hhuubbrriiss.. OOtthheerrss bbeelliieevveedd BBllaayyaaaa --MMiiee--
zzaahh wwaass aa ffrrffff aauudd,, bbuutt wweerree ccoonnvviinncceedd tthhee
mmoonneeyy eexxiisstteedd ssoommeehhooww.. HHee aallssoo ssoolldd
ppeeooppllee ssttoorriieess tthhaattaaaa ssuuiitteedd tthheeiirr ppoolliittiiccaall
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hhootteellss.. ((NNeeeeddlleessss ttoo ssaayy,, hhee nneevveerr
iinntteennddeedd ttoo ppaayy..)) IInn ffaacctt hhiiss rreeaall
nnaammee wwaass JJoohhnn KKoolloorraahh BBllaayy,, aanndd
hhee��dd�� ggrroowwnn uupp ppoooorr iinn tthhee ccooaassttaall vviillllaaggaa ee
ooffAAlleennggeennzzuurree..

IItt wwaass dduurriinngg aa ssppeellll iinn pprriissoonn iinn tthhee
UUSS iinn 11997722 �� tthhee rreessuulltt ooff ffaaffff iilliinngg ttoo ppaayyaaaa
tthhee bbiillll aatt aa PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa hhootteell wwhhiillee
iimmppeerrssoonnaattaaaa iinngg aann eemmiissssaarryy ooff tthhee GGhhaa--
nnaaiiaann ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt �� tthhaatt BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh
ccoonnccoocctteedd hhiiss bbiiggggeesstt ttrriicckk,, tthhee oonnee tthhaattaaaa
wwoouulldd mmaakkee hhiimm iinnffaaffff mmoouuss aanndd ffooffff rrmmss
tthhee ffooffff ccuuss ooff tthhee bbooookk.. IItt wwaass nnaammeedd TThhee
OOmmaannGGhhaannaaTTrruussttFFuunndd..

IInn OOuurr MMaann��ss tteelllliinngg,, tthhee ffuuffff nndd hhaadd
bbeeeenn sseett uupp bbyy KKwwaammee NNkkrruummaahh,,
GGhhaannaa��aaaass ffiiffff rrsstt ppoosstt--iinnddeeppeennddeennccee pprriimmee
mmiinniisstteerr aanndd pprreessiiddeenntt,, wwhhoo hhaadd ppuurr--
ppoorrtteeddllyy ccrreeaammeedd ooffffffff llaarrggrr ee aammoouunnttss ooff
hhiiss ccoouunnttrryy��ss wweeaalltthh �� ssoommee $$2277bbnn iinn
ccaasshh aanndd ddiiaammoonnddss aanndd 3300,,000000 ggoolldd
bbaarrss,, aallll hhiiddddeenn iinn SSwwiissss bbaannkkss.. TToo
aacccceessss tthheessee ffuuffff nnddss,, BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh ssiimmppllyy
nneeeeddeedd mmoonneeyy iinn aaddvvaannccee.. AAnnyyoonnee wwhhoo
iinnvvnnnn eesstteeddwwoouullddggeettaa110-0-ffooffff llddrreettuurrnn..

TThhee wwhhoollee tthhiinngg wwaass,, ooff ccoouurrssee,,
aa ffiiffff ctctiioonn;; ddeessppiittee aalllleeggaattaaaa iioonnss ooff ccoorrrruupp--
ttiioonn,, NNkkrruummaahh wwaass iinn ffaaffff ctct aa hheerroo ooff tthhee
indindepependendeencence  mmoovvemeement nt whowho  strstroovvee
ffooffff rr hhiiss ccoouunnttrryyrrrr ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee aa mmoorree bbaallaanncceedd
rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp wwiitthh wwoorrlldd popowweerrss.. BBuutt iitt
wwaass aa ssppeeccttaaccuullaarrllyy ssuucccceessssffuuffff ll ddeecceepp--
ttiioonn nnoonneetthheelleessss;; oovveerr mmoorree tthhaann aa ddeecc--

oobbjjbb eeccttiivveess.. TThhiiss wwaass ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ttrruuee ooff
aann AAffrriiccaann--AAmmeerriiccaann pprriieesstt ccaalllleedd
JJaammeess EEddwwaarrdd WWooWWWW ooddrruuffffffff ,,ff wwhhoo mmiinniiss--
tteerreedd aatt tthhee pprriissoonn iinn PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa.. AA
ppaassssiioonnaattee bbeelliieevveerr iinn eeccoonnoommiicc ffrrffff eeee--
ddoomm ffooffff rr AAffrrffff iiccaann ssttaatteess,, WWooWWWW ooddrruuffffffff wwaass
ccoonnvviinncceedd bbyy BBllaayyaaaa --MMiieezzaahh tthhtttt aattaaaa tthhtttt ee ffuuffff nndd
wwoouulldd bbee uusseedd ttoo ttrraannssffooffff rrmm nnoott oonnllyy
GGhhaannaabbuutteennttiirreeccoouunnttrriieess..

��IItt wwaass aass iiff aallll ooff WWooWWWW ooddrruuffffffff ��ss ddrreeaammss
hhaadd ccoommee ttrruuee,,�� YYeeYYYY eebboo wwrriitteess.. WWooWWWW ooddrruuffffffff
eennddeedd uupp iinnttrroodduucciinngg hhiimm ttoo EElllliiss,, wwhhoo
aarrrraannggeedd ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee hhootteell bbiillll ttoo bbee ppaaiidd aanndd
BlaBlayyaaaa -Mi-Miezaezah h to to bbee frfreeeed d �� wwithith  disdisas-as-
ttrroouussrreessuullttss..

TThhee iirroonnyy iiss ssttrriikkiinngg.. AAss YYeeYYYY eebboo wwrriitteess::
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uunnddeerr hhoouussee aarrrreesstt �� oonnee llaasstt ggrreeaatt
eessccaappee..MMeeaannwwhhiilleehhiissaaccccoommpplliiccee,,EElllliiss,,
wweenntt ttoo jjaaiill..

YYeeYYYY tt hhiiss ssttoorryy eecchhooeess iinnttoo tthhee pprreesseennt,t,
wwhheerree mmaannyy EEuurrooppeeaannss oorr AAmmeerriiccaannss
ssttiillll sseeeemmaallaa ll ttoooo wwiilllliinnggttoobbeelliieevvee tthhtttt aattaaaa iinn
ppaarrttrrrr nneerrsshhiipp wwiitthhtttt aa ppaallmm ggrreeaasseedd hheerree oorr
tthheerree,, tthheeyy ttoooo,, ccoouulldd mmaakkee ooffffffff wwiitthh aa
ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurraabbllee o oiill d deeaall o orr a ann i innffllffff aatteedd c coonn--
ssttrruuccttiioonnpprroojjoo eecctt..

IItt ccoouulldd eevveenn bbee aarrggrr uueedd tthhtttt aattaaaa BBllaayyaaaa --MMiiee--
zzaahh��ss sscchheemmee hhaass ssiimmiillaarriittiieess ttoo tthhee
aaddvvaanncceedd--ffeeffff ee ffrrffff aauuddss ooff tthhtttt ee 11998800ss,, wwhhiicchh
llaaiidd tthhee ggrroouunnddwwoorrkk ffooffff rr tthhee oommnniipprreess--
eenntt ��NNiiggeerriiaann pprriinnccee�� eemmaaiill pphhiisshhiinngg
ssccaammss ooff ttooddaayyaaaa �� wwiitthh gguulllliibbllee ffooffff rreeiiggnn--
eerrss ppeerrssuuaaddeedd tthhaattaaaa ddiizzzzyyiinngg aammoouunnttss ooff
AAffrrffff iiccaann mmoonneeyy ccoouulldd bbee tthheeiirrss iiff oonnllyy
tthhtttt eeyysseennddaassmmaallaaaa llaaddvvaannccee..

AAnndd tthhee iinnttrriigguuee ccoonnttiinnuueess:: iinn 22000099,,99 aa
ggrroouupp nnaammeedd tthhee FFrriieennddss ooff OOmmaann
GGhhaannaa TTrruusstt FFuunndd ssuucccceessssffuuffff llllyy ppeettii--
ttiioonneedd GGhhaannaa��aa ss ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ttoo iinnvveessttii--
ggaattaaaa ee tthhtttt ee sscchheemmee,, aappppaarreennttlltt yy bbeelliieevviinngg iitt
wwaass eennttiirreellyy ppllaauussiibbllee tthhaattaaaa tthhee ccoouunnttrryyrrrr ,,
ssoo rriicchh iinn nnaattuurraall rreessoouurrcceess,, hhaadd ssoommee
mmoonneeyy ssttoowweedd ssoommeewwhheerree ffooffff rr aa rraaiinnyy
ddaayyaaaa ..yyyy AA ccoommmmiissssiioonn ffooffff uunndd nnoo eevviiddeennccee
tthhtttt aattaaaa tthhtttt ee ffuuffff nndd eevveerr eexxiisstteedd.. BBuutt iittss lleeggeenndd
lliivveessoonn..

AAaannuu AAddeeooyyoo eeyyyy iissiiii tthhee FFTT��ss��
wweewwww sseeee tt AAffAA rrffff iiccaa ccoorrrreerrrr sseeee ppss oonnddeenntt

��TToo bbllaacckk ppeeooppllee,, [[BBllaayy--MMiieezzaahh aanndd
EElllliiss]] wweerree sseelllliinngg lliibbeerraattaaaa iioonn:: aa cchhaannccee ttoo
rreeppaaiirr tthhee wwoouunnddss ooff ccoolloonniiaalliissmm.. TToo
eevveerryyoonnee eellssee,, tthheeyy wweerree sseelllliinngg tthhee
cchhaannccee ttoo lloooott aann AAffrriiccaann ccoouunnttrryy��ss
aanncceessttrraall wweeaalltthh �� wwhhiicchh iiss ttoo ssaayyaaaa ,,yyyy tthheeyy
wweerreesseelllliinnggccoolloonniiaallaaaa iissmm..��

YYeeYYYY eebboo wwrriitteess eexxtteennssiivveellyy aabboouutt tthhee
mmiissmmaannaaggaa eemmeenntt ooff GGhhaannaa bbootthh bbeeffooffff rree
aanndd aaffttffff eerr iinnddeeppeennddeennccee iinn 11995577;; iinn tthhee
ddeeccaaddee bbeeffoorree iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,, sshhee
ccllaaiimmss,, BBrriittaaiinn eexxttrraacctteedd ££115500mmnn ffrrffff oomm
tthhee ccoouunnttrryy �� ppeerrhhaappss ££33bbnn iinn ttooddaayyaaaa ��ss
mmoonneeyy �� aanndd iinnvveesstteedd jjuusstt ££11..55mmnn.. FFaarr
ffrroomm ssiipphhoonniinngg ooffff tthhee ccoouunnttrryy��ss
rreessoouurrcceess,, NNkkrruummaahh iinn ffaaffff cctt ssuucccceeeeddeedd
iinn bbrriinnggiinngg hhoommee ggoolldd rreesseerrvveess bbeeiinngg
hheelldd iinnLLoonnddoonn..

SShhee iiss aallssoo cclleeaarr--eeyyeedd aabbaa oouutt tthhee hhaarrmm
ppeerrppeettrraatteedd aaffttffff eerr iinnddeeppeennddeennccee bbyy aa
ssuucccceessssiioonn ooff mmiilliittaarryyrrrr rruulleerrss �� ppaarrttiiccuu--
llaarrllyy JJeerrrryy RRaawwlliinnggss,, pprreessiiddeenntt ffrrffff oomm
11998811 ttoo 22000011,, wwhhoo aalllleeggeeddllyy eennrriicchheedd
hhiimmsseellff aanndd hhiiss ccrroonniieess aattaaaa tthhee ccoouunnttrryyrrrr ��ss
eexxppeennssee wwhhiillee eessppoouussiinngg ffaaffff uuxx--rreevvoolluu--
ttiioonnaarryy iiddeeoollooggyygggg ..yyyy TThhee bbooookk iiss ccrriisspp aanndd
wweellll--ttoolldd,, bbrriimmmmiinngg wwiitthh vviivviidd sscceenneess
aannddccoolloouurrffuuffff llwwrriittiinngg..

DDeessppiittee tthhee ttrraaiill ooff ddeebbtt aanndd ddeessttrruuc-c-
ttiioonn hhee lleeffttffff iinn hhiiss wwaakkee,, BBllaayy--MMiieezzaahh
nneevveerr ffaaffff cceedd aannyy rreeaall ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess.. AAss
tthhee wwaallllss wweerree cclloossiinngg iinn,, hhee ddrrooppppeedd
ddeeaadd ooff nnaattuurraall ccaauusseess iinn 11999922 wwhhiillee
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hhee wwoorrdd ��ddooppppeellggäännggeerr�� iiss ffrrffff oomm tthhee
GGeerrmmaann ddooppppeell ((ddoouubbllee)) aanndd ggäännggeerr
((ggooeerr,,rr oorr wwaallkkeerr)).. FFrreeuudd ccaalllleedd tthhee
ffeeffff eelliinngg ooff wwaallkkiinngg aalloonnggssiiddee aa ddoouubbllee
��uunnccaannnnyy��,, HHiittcchhccoocckk ��vveerrttiiggoo��..
BBeeyyoonndd tthhee uunneeaassee ccaauusseedd bbyy tthhee bblluurr--
rriinngg ooff hheerr ��ppeerrssoonnaall bbrraanndd��,, KKlleeiinn
eexxppaannddss tthhee mmeettaapphhoorr ooff tthhee
ddooppppeellggäännggeerr ttoo eexxaammiinnee wwhhaattaaaa sshhee ccaallllss
tthhee ��mmiirrrroorr wwoorrlldd�� �� tthhee ppoollaarriissaattiioonn
ooffppoolliittiiccss..

WWhhiillee ��WWooWWWW llff aanndd hheerr ffeeffff llllooww ttrraavvaaaa eell--
lleerrss .. .. .. aarree nnooww iinn ooppeenn wwaarrffaaffff rree aaggaa aaiinnsstt
oobbjjbb eeccttiivvee rreeaalliittyy��,, lliibbeerraallss aarree aallssoo aatt
ffaauulltt.. BByy nnoott ppuusshhiinngg hhaarrdd eennoouugghh
aaggaa aaiinnsstt tthhtttt ee ssyysstteemm,, KKlleeiinn aarrggrr uueess,, tthhtttt ee lleeffttffff
hhaass aalllloowweedd tthhee ffaaffff rr rriigghhtt ttoo ccoo--oopptt aannttii--
eessttaabbaa lliisshhmmeennttaarriiaanniissmm..

SShhee aallssoo ccoovveerrss tthhee aaddvveenntt ooff ��ddiiaaggaa oo--
nnaalliissmm�� �� ��ssttrraannggee--bbeeddffeeffff llllooww ccooaallii--
ttiioonnss�� ssuucchh aass tthhee wweellllnneessss iinnffllffff uueenncceerrss
aanndd nneeoo--ffaaffff sscciissttss wwhhoo wwaaggaa eedd wwaarr aaggaa aaiinnsstt
vvaacccciinneess aanndd hhaavvaaaa ee mmoovveedd oonn ttoo ttaarrggrr eettss
ssuucchhaass��wwookkeekk nneessss��..

KKlleeiinn ccaauuttiioonnss aaggaa aaiinnsstt mmoocckkiinngg ccoonn--
ssppiirraaccyy tthheeoorriissttss,, wwhhoo ��ggeett tthhee ffaaccttss
wwrroonngg bbuutt ooffttffff eenn ggeett tthhee ffeeffff eelliinnggss rriigghhtt��..
WWhhiillee WWooWWWW llff aanndd ootthheerrss ddeemmoonniissee iinnddii--
vviidduuaallss ssuucchh aass AAnntthhoonnyy FFaauuccii,, tthhee rreeaall
ccoonnssppiirraaccyy,,yyyy KKlleeiinn hhoollddss,, iiss ssttrruuccttuurraall::
��tthhee ssyysstteemm iissiiii rriiggggeedd,, aanndd mmoosstt ppeeooppllee
aarree iinnddeeeeddggeetttttttt iinnggssccrreewweedd,,��bbuuttbbyyccaappii--
ttaalliissmm rraatthheerr tthhaann ��aa ccaabbaall ooff uunniiqquueellyy
nneeffaaffff rriioouuss iinnddiivviidduuaallaaaa ss��..

TThhee bbooookk iiss mmoosstt eennggaaggiinngg wwhheenn
KKlleeiinn iiss eessssaayyaaaa iissttiicc rraattaaaa hheerr tthhaann ddiiddaaccttiicc..
SShhee ddeeffttffff llyy wweeaavvaaaa eess iinn ccuullttuurraall rreepprreesseenn--
ttaattaaaa iioonnssooff tthhtttt eeddoouubbllee��ffrrffff oommDDoossttooeevvsskkyykkkk
aanndd GGrraahhaamm GGrereeennee ttoo PPhhiilliipp RRootthh��ss
OOppOO eerraarrrr ttiioonn SShhyyhh llyyyy oocckk aanndd JJoorrddaann PPeeeellee��ss ffiiffff llmm
UUssUUUU ��ttooffrrffff aammeehheerr tthhtttt iinnkkiinngg..

T hhee CCaannaaddiiaann ��eeccoo--ssoocciiaalliisstt��
NNaaoommii KKlleeiinn iiss kknnoowwnn ffooffff rr
hheerr bbiigg--iiddeeaa bbooookkss.. HHeerr
bbeessttsseelllliinngg ddeebbuutt,, tthhee aannttii--
ccoorrppoorraattee NNooNNNN LLooggoo oo ((11999999)),,

bbeeccaammee aa bbiibbllee ffooffff rr aannttii--gglloobbaalliissaattiioonn
aaccttiivviissttss.. TThhTTTT ee SShhoocckk DDooccttrriinnee ((22000077)) ccrrii--
ttiiqquueedd ffrrffff eeee--mmaarrkkeett ��sshhoocckk tthheerraappyy��..
TThhTTTT iissiiii ChChaannggeess EEvveevvvv rryyrr tthhiinngg ((22001144)) bbllaammeedd
tthhtttt eecclliimmaattaaaa eeccrriissiissoonnccaappiittaallaaaa iissmm..

IInn DDooppppeellggll aannggeerr,, hheerr nniinntthh bbooookk,, tthhee
ppoolliittiiccaall ggeettss ppeerrssoonnaall.. TThhrroouugghhoouutt hheerr
ccaarreeeerr,,rrrr KKlleeiinn hhaass aattaaaa ttiimmeess bbeeeenn ccoonnffuuffff sseedd
wwiitthh NNaaoommii WWooWWWW llff,,ff wwhhoo mmaaddee hheerr nnaammee
wwiitthh tthhee ffeeffff mmiinniisstt ttrreeaattiissee TThhTTTT ee BBeeaauuttyytt
MMyyMM tthh ((11999900)).. TThheessee mmiixx--uuppss uusseedd ttoo bbee
ooccccaassiioonnaall ooccccuurrrreenncceess tthhaattaaaa KKlleeiinn ccoouulldd
llaauugghhooffffffff ..ffff

BByy tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee ppaannddeemmiicc,, hhooww--
eevveerr,,rrrr wwhheenn ��OOtthhtttt eerr NNaaoommii�� wwaass ssppoouuttiinngg
aannttii--vvaaxxaaaa ccoonnssppiirraaccyy tthheeoorriieess,, iitt wwaass nnoott
ssooffuuffff nnnnyyaannyymmoorree..

HHooww hhaadd aa lliibbeerraall ��mmeeddiiaa ddaarrlliinngg��
bbeeccoommee aa rreegguullaarr oonn SStteevvee BBaannnnoonn��ss WWaaWWWW rr
RRoooomm ppooddccaasstt aanndd TTuucckkeerr CCaarrllssoonn��ss
sshhooww oonn FFooxx NNeewwss?? IInn aa ssppeeccttaaccuullaarrllyy
pubpubliclic  humhumiliiliatiatioon, n, WWolfolfWWWW ��ss 20120199 bboookok
OOuuttrraarrrr ggaa eess:: SSeexxeeee ,,xxxx CCeeCCCC nnssoorrssrrrr hhiippii ,,pppp aanndd tthhee CCrrCCCC iimmii--
nnaalliizziiii aattiioonn ooffoo LLffff oovveevvvv ,, aabbaa oouutt JJoohhnn AAddddiinnggttoonn
SSyymmoonnddss aanndd tthhee ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn ooff hhoommoo--
sseexxuuaall aaccttss iinn VViiccttoorriiaann EEnnggllaanndd,, wwaass
ddiissccrreeddiitteedd lliivvee oonn BBBBCC RRaaddiioo 33.. SShhee hhaadd
mmiissuunnddeerrssttoooodd ��ddeeaatthh rreeccoorrddeedd�� iinn
ccoouurrttrrrr ddooccuummeennttss ttoo mmeeaann tthhtt aattaaaa mmeenn ccoonn--
vviicctteedd ooff ssooddoommyy hhaadd bbeeeenn eexxeeccuutteedd
rraatthheerr tthhaann rreelleeaasseedd.. TThhee bbooookk wwaass
ppuullppeedd bbyy hheerr UUSS ppuubblliisshheerr;; aann
aammeennddeeddvveerrssiioonnrreelleeaasseedd iinntthhtttt eeUUKKssttiillll
ccaammeeuunnddeerr ffiiffff rree..

CCoonnddeemmnneedd bbyy tthhee lleeffttffff ,, WWoollff rraann
iinnttoo tthhee aarrmmss ooff tthhee ffaaffff rr rriigghhtt �� wwhhoo aarree
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Fighting in
the Street
Regulatory history risks being technical, but this 
account of the SEC�s early battles with Wall Street 
is riveting and timely, writes Brooke Masters 

T hhee UUSS SSeeccuurriittiieess aanndd
EExxcchhaannggee CCoommmmiiss--
ssiioonn iiss vveerryy mmuucchh iinn
tthhee nneewwss.. CChhaaiirr GGaarryy
GGeennsslleerr rreecceennttllyy

mmaaddee wwaavvaa eess wwiitthh aann aaggggrreessssiivvee
rreegguullaattoorryy aaggeennddaa tthhaatt sseeeekkss ttoo
ppuutt aa wwiiddee rraannggee ooff iinnvveessttmmeenntt
ffiirrmmss,, ffrroomm ccrryyppttooccuurrrreennccyy
eexxcchhaannggeess ttoo pprriivvaattaaaa ee eeqquuiittyytttt ffuuffff nnddss,,
uunnddeerrmmuucchhttiigghhtteerrssuuppeerrvvrrrr iissiioonn..

TThheeffiiffff nnaanncciiaallaaaa iinndduussttrryyrrrr iiss ffiiffff gghhttiinngg
bbaacckk,, ccllaaiimmiinngg tthhee SSEECC hhaass oovveerr--
sstteeppppeeddaannddeexxcceeeeddeeddiittss ssttaattaaaa uuttoorryyrrrr
aauutthhoorriittyy iinn wwaayyss tthhaatt wwiillll uullttii--
mmaatteellyy hhaarrmm iinnvveessttoorrss.. TThhaatt
mmaakkeess TTaaTTTT mmiinngg tthhee SSttrreeeett,, aa nneeww
bbooookk bbyy DDiiaannaa BB HHeennrriiqquueess aabbaa oouutt
tthhee ffooffff uunnddiinngg yyeeaarrss ooff AAmmeerriiccaa��ss
pprriimmaarryyrr sseeccuurriittiieess rreegguullaattaaaa oorr,,rrrr ppaarr--
ttiiccuullaarrllyyttiimmeellyy..yyyy

AA ffoorrmmeerr NNeeww YYoorrkk TTiimmeess
rreeppoorrtteerr,, ppeerrhhaappss bbeesstt kknnoowwnn ffooffff rr
TThhTTTT ee WWiiWWWW zziiii aarrddrrrr ooffoo LLiieess,, hheerr bbeessttsseelllliinngg
bbooookk aabboouutt ffrraauuddsstteerr BBeerrnnaarrdd
MMaaddooffffffff ,,ffff HHeennrriiqquueess hhaass pprroodduucceedd aa
lliivveellyy ttaallee tthhaatt ppiittss ccoommmmiitttteedd
rreeffooffff rrmmeerrss aaggaa aaiinnsstt ffaaffff ttaaaa --ccaattaaaa iinnssiiddeerrss
wwhhoo ffeeaatthheerreedd tthheeiirr oowwnn nneessttss
wwhhiillee ffeeffff nnddiinnggooffffffff ssccrruuttiinnyy..yyyy

TThhiiss iinn--ddeepptthh hhiissttoorryy ooff WWaaWWWW llll
SSttrreeeett aanndd WWaaWWWW sshhiinnggttoonn ffrrffff oomm tthhee
llaattaaaa ee11992200ss ttootthhtttt ee ssttaarrttrrrr ooff tthhtttt ee sseeccoonndd
wwoorrlldd wwaarr sshhoowwss rreeaaddeerrss hhooww aanndd
wwhhyy tthhtttt ee NNeeww DDeeaall rreeffooffff rrmmeerrss ooff tthhtttt ee
11993300ss bbeelliieevveedd tthhtttt aattaaaa ttaammiinngg AAmmeerrii--
ccaannffiiffff nnaanncceewwaassaanneesssseennttiiaallaaaa ppaarrttrrrr ooff
ppuulllliinngg tthhee ccoouunnttrryy oouutt ooff tthhee
DDeepprreessssiioonn.. IItt tthheenn ffoolllloowwss tthhee
ffllffff eeddgglliinngg SSEECC aass iitt ggaaiinneedd tthhee ppooww--
eerrss aanndd wwrroottee tthhee rruulleess tthhaatt
GGeennsslleerr nnooww wwaannttss ttoo eexxppaanndd,,
wwhhiillee ffiiffff gghhttiinngg ooffffffff WWaaWWWW llll SSttrreeeett ccrriittii--
cciissmmaannddrreeccaallaaaa cciittrraannccee..

TThhoouugghh rreegguullaattaaaa oorryyrrrr hhiissttoorryyrr rruunnss
tthhee rriisskk ooff bbeeiinngg tteecchhnniiccaall aanndd ddrryyrrrr ,,yyyy
HHeennrriiqquueess nneeaattllyy ssiiddeesstteeppss tthhiiss
pprroobblleemm bbyy aanncchhoorriinngg hheerr ssttoorryyrrrr iinn
ffooffff uurr llaarrggrr eerr--tthhtttt aann--lliiffeeffff ppeerrssoonnaalliittiieess..
PPrreessiiddeenntt FFrraannkklliinn DDeellaannoo RRoooo--
sesevveltelt puspushehed d forfor  thethe  crcreateationion  ofof
tthhee SSEECC;; JJoosseepphh KKeennnneeddyy,, tthhee bbuucc--
ccaanneeeerriinngg IIrriisshh--AAmmeerriiccaann bbuussii--
nneessssmmaann,, sseerrvveedd aass iittss ffiiffff rrsstt cchhaaiirr;;
WWiilllliiaamm OO DDoouuggllaass,, aa ffeeffff iissttyy pprroo--
ggrreessssiivvee llaawwyyeerr,, lleedd iitt ttoo ggrreeaatteerr
ssttrreennggtthhss;; aanndd RRiicchhaarrdd WWhhiittnneeyy,,
tthhee ppaattrriicciiaann NNeeww YYooYY rrkk SSttoocckk
EExxcchhaannggee cchhaaiirr,, ffooffff uugghhtt rreegguullaattaaaa iioonn
eevveerryyrrrr sstteeppooff tthhtttt eewwaayyaaaa ..yyyy

TheThe  stostory ry opopensens  wwithith  thethe  mosmostt
ddeevvaassttaattaaaa iinngg ssttoocckk mmaarrkkeett ccrraasshh iinn
UUSS hhiissttoorryy,,yyyy tthhee OOccttoobbeerr 11992299
ffrrffff eennzzyy tthhaattaaaa ddeessttaabbaa iilliisseedd bbaannkkss aanndd
hheellppeedd uunnlleeaasshh tthhee DDeepprreessssiioonn..
HHeennrriiqquueess eexxpplloorreess tthhee ppeeooppllee
aanndd aabbuussiivvee pprraaccttiicceess bbeehhiinndd tthhee
ssppeeccuullaattaaaa iivveebboooommooff tthhtttt ee11992200ss,,aanndd
tthhee wweeaakk rreessppoonnsseess ooff WWhhiittnneeyy
aanndd aa ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall sseerrvviicceess iinndduussttrryy
mmoorree iinntteerreesstteedd iinn pprrootteeccttiinngg iittss
oowwnn tthhaann iinn mmaarrkkeett iinntteeggrriittyytttt aanndd
iinnvvnnnn eessttoorrpprrootteeccttiioonn..

WWhhiillee HHeerrbbeerrttrrrr HHoooovveerr,, UUSS pprreess--
iiddeenntt aatt tthhee ttiimmee,, rreemmaaiinneedd iinn
tthhrraallll ttoo aannttii--rreegguullaattoorryy ffooffff rrcceess,,
FFDDRR mmaaddee ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall rreeffooffff rrmm aanndd
sspprreeaaddiinngg tthhee bbeenneeffiiffff ttss ooff ccaappiittaall--
iissmm mmoorree wwiiddeellyy aa cceennttrreeppiiececee ooff
hhiiss 11993322 ccaammppaaiiggnn.. BByy tthhee ttiimmee hhee
ffiiffff nnaallllyy ttooookk ooffffffff iiffff ccee iinn MMaarrcchh 11993333,,
tthhee ssiittuuaattaaaa iioonn wwaass ddiirree:: wwiiddeesspprreeaadd
bbaannkk rruunnss hhaadd ffooffff rrcceedd tthhee ggoovveerrnn--

TThhee ppeeeekk ddoowwnn tthhee rraabbbbiitt hhoollee iiss eelluu--
cciiddaattiinngg,, ssaavvaaaa iinngg tthhee rreesstt ooff uuss ffrrffff oomm ��aa
mmaasstteerr��ss ddeeggrreeee��ss wwoorrtthh ooff hhoouurrss��
iimmmmeerrsseedd iinn ��eexxttrreemmeellyy pprroolliiffiiffff cc aanndd
eeddiittiinngg--aavvaaaa eerrssee�� ppooddccaassttss.. KKlleeiinn ((oorr hheerr
oonn--ppaaggaa ee ddooppppeellggäännggeerr)) iiss ccoommppaanniioonnaa--
bbllee aanndd sseellff--ffff ddeepprreeccaattaaaa iinngg.. RReeaaddiinngg DoDopp--
ppeellggll aannggeerr iiss lliikkee bbeeiinngg sseeaatteedd nneexxtt ttoo
ssoommeeoonnee rreeaallllyy iinntteerreessttiinngg aatt aa ddiinnnneerr
ppaarrttrrrr yytttt .. .. .. bbuutt tthhtttt aattaaaa ddooeessnn��tt ssttoopp tthhtttt ee rreeaaddeerr
ffrrffff oomm bbeeggiinnnniinngg ttoo cchheecckk tthheeiirr wwaattcchh
bbeeffooffff rreeddeesssseerrttrrrr ..

MMiiddwwaayyaaaa tthhrroouugghh,, tthhee bbooookk bbeeggiinnss ttoo
bbeeccoommee rreeppeettiittiivvee aanndd lloossee iittss ffooffff ccuuss..
KKlleeiinn��ss aarrgguummeenntt tthhaatt NNaazziissmm wwaass tthhee
dopdopppelgelgängängerer of of wweestestern rn colcolonionialialismsm
ffeeffff eellss rreettrrooffiiffff tttttttt eedd;; aanndd aann eennttiirree cchhaapptteerr
ddeevvootteedd ttoo tthhee IIssrraaeellii--PPaalleessttiinniiaann ccoonn--
ffllffff iicctt iiss ssuuppeerrffllffff uuoouuss ggiivveenn tthhaattaaaa iitt iiss oonnee ooff
ffeeww iissssuueess tthhee ttwwoo NNaaoommiiss aaggrreeee oonn..
KKlleeiinn,, wwhhoo aaddvvooccaattaaaa eess bbooyyccootttttttt iinngg IIssrraaeell,,
aappppllaauuddss WWooWWWW llff��ss iinncceennddiiaarryyrrrr rreeffeeffff rreennccee ttoo
��gg�� eennoocciiddee�� iinnGGaazzaa iinn22001144..

KKlleeiinn��ss aammiiaabbaa llee ccoommppaannyy ccaann ssttaarrtt ttoo
ffeeffff eell lliikkee aa TTrroojjoo aann hhoorrssee:: II ffooffff uunndd mmyysseellff
wwoonnddeerriinngg hhooww II hhaadd ggoonnee ffrrffff oomm cchhuucckk--

lliinngg aabboouutt RRootthh��ss ��mmoommmmyy iissssuueess�� ttoo
rreeaaddiinnggaabbaa oouuttRReeddVViieennnnaa..

TThhee bbooookk eennddss nnoott wwiitthh aa bbaanngg bbuutt aa
wwhhiimmppeerr,,rrrr wwiitthhtt KKlleeiinn rreeppoorrttrrrr iinngg tthhtttt aattaaaa ��tthhtttt ee
ccoonnffuuffff ssiioonn wwiitthh OOtthheerr NNaaoommii hhaass ddiieedd
ddoowwnn��.. TThhee ccoonncclluussiioonn iiss nnoott aattaaaa yytttt ppiiccaall ooff
bbiigg--iiddeeaa bbooookkss,, bbuutt ffeeffff eellss ddiissaappppooiinntt--
iinnggllyy wwaann aaffttffff eerr tthhee mmoorree nnuuaanncceedd
rreeffllffff eeccttiioonnss tthhaattaaaa ooppeenn DDooppppeellggllll aannggeerr.. ��WWeeWWWW
mmuusstt bbeeggiinn,, aatt oonnccee,, ttoo bbuuiilldd�� aa ��wwoorrlldd
ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt ffrrffff oomm tthhee wwaayyaaaa iitt iiss nnooww��,, KKlleeiinn
eexxhhoorrttrrrr ss,,wwiitthhtttt lliitttttttt lltttt eebbyywwaayyaaaa ooffaabblluueepprriinntt..

IInn aa ppoosstt--ttrruutthh eerraa iinn wwhhiicchh ppoolliittiiccaall
ssppeeeecchh ooffttffff eenn ggooeess uunnaaccttiioonneedd,, iitt ��mmiigghhtt
bbee ttiimmee ttoo aaddmmiitt tthhaatt wwoorrddss aarree nnoo
lloonnggeerr ddooiinngg wwhhaatt wwee eexxppeecctt tthheemm ttoo
ddoo��,, KKlleeiinn ccoonncceeddeess.. SShhee nnoonneetthheelleessss
lliikkeess ttoo tthhiinnkk ooff hheerr wwoorrddss aass ��aammmmoo ffooffff rr
aaccttiivviissttss��.. WWhhaatteevveerr oonnee tthhiinnkkss ooff
KKlleeiinn��ss ppoolliittiiccaall vviieewwss,, ttiimmee wwiillll tteellll iiff
hheerr aarrggrr uummeennttss hhiitt tthheeiirr mmaarrkk..

As Wolf �s claims became
more overtly political, 
the conflation between the 
two Naomis accelerated

and the New Deal more palatable 
to business at a time when it was 
under attack from conservatives. 
But it was the SEC�s third chair, 
Douglas, aided inadvertently by 
Whitney, who really gave the 
agency its swagger and many of 
the teeth that allow it to help keep 
the markets clean today. Taming 
the Street tells the riveting story of 
how Whitney was secretly embez-
zling client money, and when Wall 
Street�s biggest names, including 
the House of Morgan, tried to 
cover up his crimes, they created 
an opening for Douglas to push 
through reforms.

hhoouugghh tthhtttt ee ssttoorriieess aarree nniinnee ddeecc--
aaddeess oolldd,, tthheeyy rreessoonnaattee ttooddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy aass
ppoowweerrffuuffff ll ffiiffff nnaanncciieerrss sseeeekk ttoo ccoonn--
vviinnccee bbootthh CCoonnggrreessss aanndd aann
iinnccrreeaassiinnggnn llyyccoonnsseerrvvrrrr aattaaaa iivveeSSuupprreemmee
CCoouurrttrrrr ttooccrriimmpptthhtttt eeSSEECC��ss�� ppoowweerraanndd
lliimmiitt iittss aabbiilliittyytttt ttoo ssccrruuttiinniissee tthheeiirr
mmoonneeyymmaakkaaaa iinnggnn aaccttiivviittiieess..

�L�Laawmawmakkaaaa ersers  �� andand  thothose se wwhhoo
vvoottee tthhtttt eemm iinnttoo ooffffffff iiffff ccee �� mmuusstt ccoommee
ttoo tthhtttt eeiirr sseennsseess .. .. .. DDeerreegguullaattaaaa iioonn iiss
tthhee rroouuttee tthhaattaaaa wwoouulldd ccaarrrryyrrrr ttooddaayyaaaa ��ss
AAmmeerriiccaa ssttrraaiigghhtt bbaacckk iinnttoo tthhtttt ee pplluu--
ttooccrraatt��ss ppaarraaddiissee ooff tthhee uunnrreegguu--
llaattaaaa eedd11992200ss,,��HHeennrriiqquueesswwaarrnnss..

BBrroorrrr ookkee MMaaMMMM sstteerrssrrrr iissiiii tthhee FFTT��ss�� UUSSUUUU
ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall eeddiittoorr
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O nn SSaattuurrddayay 2323 JuJunnee 11939344,,
tthhtt ee RRuuRRRR ssssiiaann ppooeett BBoorriiss PPaass--
tteerrnnaakk wwaass aatt hhoommee wwiitthh
hhiiss ffaammiillyy wwhheenn hhee
rreecceeiivveedd aann uunneexxppeecctteedd

tteelleepphhoonnee ccaallll.. IItt wwaass JJoosseepphh SSttaalliinn,,
pphhoonniinngg ttoo ddiissccuussss tthhee rreecceenntt aarrrreesstt ooff
PPaasstteerrnnaakk��ss ffrrffff iieenndd aanndd ffeeffff llllooww ppooeett OOssiipp
MMaannddeellssttaamm.. TThhee ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn llaasstteedd
tthhrreeee oorr ffooffff uurr mmiinnuutteess aanndd eennddeedd wwhheenn
SSttaalliinn aabbrruuppttllyy hhuunngg uupp.. WWhheenn PPaasstteerr--
nnaakk ttrriieedd ttoo ccaallll bbaacckk,, hhee wwaass ttoolldd tthhee
nnuummbbeerrnnoolloonnggeerreexxiisstteedd..

AAtt lleeaasstt 1133 vveerrssiioonnss ooff tthhiiss eexxcchhaannggee
hhaavvaaaa ee ccoommee ttoo lliigghhtt,, aanndd ssiinnccee tthhee 11997700ss
((wwhheenn hhiissttoorriiaann LLaazzaarr FFlleeiisshhmmaann ffiiffff rrsstt
ddrreeww aattaaaa tttttt eennttiioonn ttoo iittss ssiiggnniiffiiffff ccaannccee)),, iitt hhaass
ggeenneerraatteedd ggrreeaatt sscchhoollaarrllyy iinntteerreesstt aanndd
ggiivveennrriissee ttooaaddiizzzzyyiinnggaarrrraayyaaaa ooff iinntteerrpprree--
ttaattaaaa iioonnss,, gglloosssseeddvvaarriioouussllyyttooccoonnddeemmnnoorr
ccoonnddoonnee PPaasstteerrnnaakk��ss eeqquuiivvooccaattaaaa iinngg rreeppllyy
aabboouutt MMaannddeellssttaamm:: ��WWeeWWWW aarree ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt,,
CCoommrraaddeeSSttaallaaaa iinn..��

TThhee pprroolleettaarriissaattaaaa iioonnooff RRuuRRRR ssssiiaann ccuullttuurree
wwaass ggaatthheerriinngg ppaaccee aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee aanndd
wwoouulldd rraappiiddllyy eessccaallaattee iinnttoo tthhee ��ggrreeaatt
tteerrrroorr�� ooff 11993377--3388 iinn wwhhiicchh ssoo mmaannyy
SSoovviieett aarrttiissttss aanndd iinntteelllleeccttuuaallss lloosstt tthheeiirr
lliivveess.. AArrrreesstteedd aa sseeccoonndd ttiimmee iinn 1199338,8,
MMaannddeellssttaamm wwaass sseenntt iinnttoo eexxiillee,, wwhheerree
hhee ddiieedd ooff ttyytttt pphhuuss.. PPaasstteerrnnaakk eevveennttuuaallllyy
ffeeffff llll ffrrffff oomm ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurr iinn 11995599,, aaffttffff eerr wwiinnnniinngg
tthhee 11995588 NNoobbeell PPrriizzee.. DDeennoouunncceedd bbyy
ootthheerr wwrriitteerrss,, ssttrriippppeedd ooff hhiiss hhoonnoouurrss iinn
RRuussssiiaa aanndd eexxppeelllleedd ffrrffff oomm tthhee UUnniioonn ooff
SSoovviieettWWrrWWWW iitteerrss,,hheeddiieeddnnoott lloonnggaaffttffff eerr..rrrr

WWiitthh hhiiss nneeww bbooookk AA DDiiccttaattoorr CCaaCCCC llllss,,
IIssmmaaiill KKaaddaarree,, AAllbbaanniiaa��aaaass ggrreeaattaaaa eesstt lliivviinngg
wwrriitteerr,,rrrr eenntteerrss tthhee ffrrffff aayyaaaa wwiitthh aann eelllliippttiiccaall
iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn ooff ��tthhoossee ffaaffff ttaall 220000 sseecc--
oonnddss��:: ��wwhheenn tthhee llaawwss ooff ttrraaggaa eeddyy hhaadd
bbrroouugghhtt tthhee ppooeett aanndd tthhee ttyyrraanntt
ttooggeetthheerr��.. NNooww 8877,, KKaaddaarree hhaass ffiiffff rrsstt--
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hhaanndd eexxppeerriieennccee ooff tthhee ppeerriillss ooff aauutthhoorr--
sshhiipp iinn tthhee ccoonntteexxtt ooff ttyyrraannnniiccaall
rreeggiimmeess.. UUnnddeerr AAllbbaanniiaann ccoommmmuunniissmm
aaffttffff eerr 11994455,, hhiiss oowwnn wwoorrkk wwaass cceennssoorreedd
aanndd bbaannnneedd,, aanndd iinn 11999900 hhee ssoouugghhtt
ppoolliittiiccaallaa aassyylluummiinnFFrraannccee..

LLiikkee PPaasstteerrnnaakk,, KKaaddaarree hhaass bbeeeenn
nnoommiinnaatteedd ffoorr tthhee NNoobbeell PPrriizzee ((1155
ttiimmeess,, aallll ssoo ffaaffff rr uunnssuucccceessssffuuffff ll)) aanndd hhee,,
ttoooo,, oonnccee rreecceeiivveedd aa pphhoonnee ccaallll ffrrffff oomm aa
ddiiccttaattaaaa oorr,,rrrr AAllbbaanniiaa��aaaa ss EEnnvveerr HHooxxhhaa.. TToo hhiiss
ccoonnsstteerrnnaattaaaa iioonn,, hhee ffooffff uunndd hhiimmsseellff ffllffff aaiilliinngg
iinn tthhee mmoommeenntt.. TThhee eexxppeerriieennccee iiss
rreeccoouunntteedd iinn AA DDiiccttaattoorr CCaaCCCC llllssllll ,, pprroommppttiinngg
sseellff--ffff llaacceerraattaaaa iinngg rreettrroossppeeccttiivvee qquueessttiioonnss
aanndd ffuuffff eelllliinngg hhiiss oobbsseessssiioonn wwiitthh tthhee SSttaa--
lliinn//PPaasstteerrnnaakkaaaa pphhoonneeccaallaaaa ll..

TThhee bbooookk bbeeggiinnss iinn aa sseemmii--ffiiffff ccttiioonnaall
mmooddee,, nnaarrrraatteedd bbyy aa qquuaassii--aauuttoobbiioo--
ggrraapphhiiccaall AAllbbaanniiaann aauutthhoorr..rrrr PPrriicckkllkkkk yy ccoonn--
vveerrssaattaaaa iioonnss wwiitthh hhiiss eeddiittoorr aabbaa oouutt hhiiss llaattaaaa --
eest st manmanuscuscripript t araree intinterserspperserseedd witwithh
��nnococttuurrnnaall MMuussccoovviittee wwaannddeerriinnggss�� iinn
wwhhiicchh hhee ddrreeaammss aabbaa oouutt hhiiss ssttuuddeenntt ddaayyaaaa ss
aattaaaa tthhtttt eeGGoorrkkyykkkk IInnssttiittuuttee..

TThhee aauutthhoorr iiss ttoorrmmeenntteedd bbyy tthhee qquueess--
ttiioonn ooff wwhhyy PPaasstteerrnnaakk rreessppoonnddeedd aass hhee
aalllleeggeeddllyy ddiidd.. WWhhaattaaaa ddiidd hhee kknnooww?? WWhhaattaaaa
ddiidd hhee aaccttuuaallllyy ssaayy oorr nnoott ssaayy?? WWaaWWWW ss hhee
rreessppoonnssiibbllee ffooffff rr MMaannddeellssttaamm��ss ddoowwnnffaaffff llll??
��TThhee ssaadd ssttoorryy ooff PPaasstteerrnnaakk wwaass oonnllyy
oonnee ooff mmaannyy iinnddiiccaattoorrss tthhaatt MMoossccooww
aannddTTiirraannaawweerreerreeaaddyyffooffff rraasshhoowwddoowwnn..��

TThhee sseeccoonndd hhaallff ooff tthhee bbooookk,, sseett iinn
22001155,, aabbaa aannddoonnss ffiiffff ccttiioonn aanndd aassssuummeess tthhee
ffooffff rrmm ooff aann eessssaayyaaaa iinn wwhhiicchh KKaaddaarree ssccrruuttii--
nniisseess eeaacchh ooff tthhee 1133 kknnoowwnn vveerrssiioonnss ooff
tthhee ffaaffff bbaa lleedd pphhoonnee ccaallll.. DDrraawwaaaa nn ffrrffff oomm KKGGBB
aarrcchhiivveess,, mmeemmooiirrss aanndd iinntteerrvviieewwss,, tthhee
vveerrssiioonnss aarree ssuupppplliieedd bbyy ffrrffff iieennddss,, wwiivveess,,
lloovveerrss,, rriivvaallss,, sseeccrreett aaggaa eennttss aanndd hhiissttoorrii--
aannss.. KKaaddaarree ppiicckkss eeaacchh oonnee aappaarrtt,, cchhaass--
iinngg ddoowwnn tthheeiirr hhiiddddeenn mmeeaanniinnggss wwiitthh

tthhee ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn ooff aa bbllooooddhhoouunndd oonn
tthhtttt eesscceennttooffaa ffooffff xx..

OOnnee ooff tthhee 1133 vveerrssiioonnss ccoommeess ffrrffff oomm
AAnnnnaa AAkkhhmmaattaaaa oovvaa��aaaass ddiiaarryyrrrr ,,yyyy aa cclloossee ffrrffff iieenndd
ooff MMaannddeellssttaamm��ss wwiiffeeffff NNaaddeezzhhddaa,, aanndd
rruummoouurreedd ttoo hhaavvee bbeeeenn PPaasstteerrnnaakk��ss
lloovveerr.. PPaasstteerrnnaakk��ss oolldd ffrrffff iieenndd aanndd rriivvaall
NNiikkoollaaii VViillmmoonntt aasssseerrttss,, ��TThheessee wweerree
hhiiss wwoorrddss aass [[hhee]] hhiimmsseellff ttoolldd tthheemm ttoo
mmee..��BBuutt tthhtt eemmoorreeKKaaddaarreeddiiggss,, tthhtttt eemmoorree
tthhtttt eettrruutthhtttt eelluuddeesshhiimm..

WWaaWWWW ss tthhee ccaattaaaa aallyysstt ffooffff rr tthhee ccoonnvveerrssaattaaaa iioonn
a a ppooem,em, ppennenneedd bbyy ManMandeldelstastam,m, thathatt
aappppeeaarreedd ttoo ddeessccrriibbee SSttaalliinn aass tthhee
��KKrreemmlliinn mmoouunnttaaiinneeeerr��?? WWaaWWWW ss PPaasstteerr--
nnaakk ffllffff uusstteerreedd bbyy rreecceeiivviinngg tthhee ccaallll oorr
ccooooll--hheeaaddeedd?? AAss KKaaddaarree eexxccllaaiimmss iinn
mmoocckk vveexxaattiioonn:: ��AAnnyybbooddyy wwhhoo tthhiinnkkss
aatt ffiiffff rrsstt tthhaatt tthhiirrtteeeenn vveerrssiioonnss aarree ttoooo
mmaannyy,,yyyy mmaayyaaaa bbyy tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee ccaassee tthhiinnkk
tthhtttt aattaaaa tthhtttt eesseeaarree iinnssuuffffffff iiffff cciieenntt!!��

KKaaddaarree��ss ddeeeepp ddiivvee iinnttoo tthhee ��eenniiggmmaass
ooff ccoommmmuunniissmm�� ddrraawwss iinn nnoott jjuusstt tthhee
ggiiaannttss ooff RRuussssiiaann ccuullttuurree bbuutt aa hhoosstt ooff
ootthheerrss,, iinncclluuddiinngg FFrreeuudd,, SSeenneeccaa aanndd
eveveenn HHeelleenn ooff TTrrooyy.. TThhee aatttteennttiioonn hhee
ggiivveess ttoo tthhee SSttaalliinn--PPaasstteerrnnaakk--kkkk MMaannddeell--
ssttaamm ttrriiaannggllee iiss tthhrreeaaddeedd wwiitthh ccaappttiivvaattaaaa --
iinngg ddiiggrreessssiioonnss,, ffrrffff oomm SSeenneeccaa��aaaass ssuuiicciiddee ttoo
LLeenniinn��ssssyypphhiilliiss..

WWhhaattaaaa ggrraadduuaallllyy bbeeccoommeess cclleeaarr iiss tthhaattaaaa
KKaaddaarree iiss uussiinngg tthhee SSttaalliinn//PPaasstteerrnnaakk
ccoonnvveerrssaattaaaa iioonn aass aann eexxtteennddeedd mmeettaapphhoorr
ttoo eexxpplloorree tthhee nnaattuurree ooff ppoowweerr aanndd tthhee
iinntteerrppllaayyaaaa bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ppoolliittiiccaall ppoowweerr aanndd
aarrttrrrr iissttiiccppoowweerr..rrrr

OOnnee ssuurrpprriissiinngg oommiissssiioonn iiss NNiikkoollaaii
BBuukkhhkkkk aarriinn,, wwhhoossee lleetttttttt eerr ttoo SSttaalliinn iinn 11993344
aarrggrr uuaabbllyy ddiidd mmoorree ddaammaaggaa ee ttoo MMaannddeell--
ssttaamm tthhaann PPaasstteerrnnaakk��ss rreessppoonnssee.. NNoorr
ddooeess KKaaddaarree mmeennttiioonn tthhaattaaaa bbyy 11993344 SSttaa--
lliinn hhaadd ddrraawwnn uupp aa lliisstt ooff ccoonnddeemmnneedd
wwrriitteerrss tthhtttt aattaaaa ddiiddnn��tt iinncclluuddee MMaannddeellssttaamm,,
ssuuggggeessttiinngg tthhaatt SSttaalliinn mmaayy nnoott hhaavvee
aauutthhtttt oorriisseeddtthhtttt eeaarrrreesstt..

QQuuiibbbblleess aassiiddee,, AA DDiiccttaattoorr CCaaCCCC llllss iiss aa
tthhoouugghhtt--pprroovvookkiinngg ccoonnssiiddeerraattaaaa iioonn ooff tthhee
rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp bbeettwwtttt eeeenn wwrriitteerrss aanndd ttyytttt rr--
aannnnyy,,yyyy wwiitthh JJoohhnn HHooddggssoonn��ss ttrraannssllaattiioonn
ggrraacceeffuuffff llllyy rreennddeerriinngg KKaaddaarree��ss iimmaaggaa iinnaa--
ttiioonn.. TTyyrraannnnyy��ss ffeeffff aarr ooff aarrtt aanndd aarrttiissttss iiss
tthhtttt ee ttrruutthhtttt wwoorrttrrrr hhtt sseeeekkiinngg,, aass KKaaddaarree ssaayyaaaa ss::
��WWeeWWWW wwhhoo kknnowow ssoommeetthhiinngg aabboouutt tthhiiss
mmaattaaaa tttttt eerr aarree oobblliiggeedd ttoo bbeeaarr wwiittnneessss ttoo iitt,,
eevveenn tthhoossee aassppeeccttss tthhaatt aarree iimmppoossssiibbllee
ttoo ccoonnffiirrmm .. .. .. aarrtt,, uunnlliikkee aa ttyyrraanntt,,
rreecceeiivveessnnoommeerrccyy,,yyyy bbuuttoonnllyyggiivveess iitt..��
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eerr ooppeennss tthhee bbooookk,, aa kkiilllleerr lleeaavvaaaa --
iinngg hhiiss vviiccttiimm��ss cchhiilldd aalliivvee aanndd
uunnttoouucchheedd aatt tthhee mmuurrddeerr sscceennee..
FFeennnneellll��ss pprroottaaggoonniissttss,, GGrraaccee
AArrcchheerr aanndd HHaarrrryy QQuuiinnnn,, aarree
oonnccee aaggaa aaiinn ppuurrssuuiinngg aa sseerriiaall kkiilllleerr
eevveenn aass aannootthheerr rreelleennttlleessss ccrriimmii--
nnaall iiss bbeenntt oonn mmuurrddeerriinngg GGrraaccee..
FFeennnneellll��ss aaggaa eennddaa hheerree iiss tthhtttt ee rraattaaaa cchh--
eettiinngg--uupp ooff ssuussppeennssee,, aanndd tthhaatt��ss
ddoonnee wwiitthhtttt aapplloommbb �� bbuutt nnoott wwiitthhtttt --
oouutt eennggeennddeerriinngg aa cceerrttaaiinn ccoouunn--
tteerriinnttuuiittiivveessyymmppaattaaaa hhtttt yyffooffff rr tthhtttt eebbrruu--
ttaalliisseedd ((aanndd bbrruuttaall)) kkiilllleerr ppuurr--
ssuueeddbbyytthhtt eedduuoo..

MMeell MMccGGrraattaaaa hh mmaaddee wwaavvaaaa eess wwiitthh
hheerr hhiigghhllyy rreeggaarrddeedd EEddiiee KKiiggllaattaaaa uukk
serserieiess of of ArArcctictic  mymyststeerieriess butbut  isis
jjuusstt aass ccoommffooffff rrttrrrr aabbaa llee wwiitthhtttt ddoommeessttiicc
ccrriimmee.. IInn TTeellll MMee YYooYYYY uurr SSeeccrreettss
((HHQQ,, ££1166..9999)),, MMeegg aanndd MMaarrcc hhaavvaaaa ee
lloosstt tthheeiirr ddaauugghhtteerr aanndd ttuurrnn ttoo aa
tthhtttt eerraappiisstt,, JJaanneetttttttt ee,, ttooaassssuuaaggaa eetthhtttt eeiirr
ggrriieeff.. TThhee ccoouuppllee mmoovvee ttoo aa ssmmaallll
totown wn whewherre e thetheyy araree nnot ot knoknownwn
aanndd aarree pplleeaassaannttllyy ssuurrpprriisseedd ttoo
sseeee tthhaatt JJaanneettttee hhaass aallssoo mmoovveedd
tthheerree.. BBuutt wwhhiillee tthhee llaatttteerr iiss iinnii--
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tthhaatt ��tthhee pprreesseenntt wwiinnss eevveerryy bbaatt--
ttllee,, bbuutt tthhee ppaasstt aallwwaayyaaaa ss wwiinnss tthhee
wwaarr..rrrr �� TThhaattaaaa ddiiccttuumm mmiigghhtt sseerrvvrrrr ee aass
HHeerrrroonn��ss lliitteerraarryyrrrr mmootttttttt oo..

IInn tthhee pprreesseenntt,, aa rreettiirreedd ssppooookk
nnooww ccaallaaaa lleedd MMaaxxaaaa JJaannÆÆ��eekk ffllffff eeeessnnoocc--
ttuurrnnaall iinnttrruuddeerrss iinn hhiiss DDeevvoonn ccoott--
ttaaggee.. TThhiiss vviirrttuuoossoo rruurraall cchhaassee
mmiigghhtt ppuutt ssoommee tthhrriilllleerr bbuuffffffff ssffff iinn
mmiinndd ooff GGeeooffffrreeyy HHoouusseehhoolldd��ss
ccllaassssiicc RRooggoo uuee MMaaMMMM llee..

WhoWho  is is purpursuisuing ng thethe  wwellell--disdis--
gguuiisseedd MMaaxx,, aanndd wwhhyy?? BBaacckk iinn
WWhhiitteehhaallll,, aa ddiissggrraacceedd,, ddeerreelliicctt
eexx--PPMM hhaass,, aass aa ppaarrttiinngg sshhoott,, sseett
uupp tthhee ��MMoonnoocchhrroommee�� iinnqquuiirryy
iinnttoo hhiissttoorriicc wwrroonnggddooiinngg bbyy tthhee
ssppooookkss.. TThhee ssppiieess�� sstteeeellyy aanndd
ddeevviioouuss ddiirreeccttoorr,,rrrr ��FFiirrsstt DDeesskk��,,
mmaakkeess iitt hheerr jjoobb ttoo eerraassee MMoonnoo--
cchhrroommee,, wwhhiillee ffeeffff nnddiinnggooffffffff ppllaannss ttoo
oouuttssoouurrcceetthhtt eennaattaaaa iioonn��ssssaaffeeffff ttyytttt ..yyyy

SSoo mmuucchh ffoorr nnooww.. BBeeffoorree,, iinn
BBeerrlliinn aaffttffff eerr tthhee WWaaWWWW llll��ss ffaaffff llll,, rrooookkiiee
aaggaa eenntt AAlliissoonn NNoorrtthh aarrrriivveess aattaaaa tthhee
llooccaall ssttaattaaaa iioonn,, oosstteennssiibbllyy ttoo ��cclleeaann
tthhtttt eeccooggssaannddssttrriipptthhtt eeggeeaarrss�� iinntthhtt ee
iinntteerreessttss ooff eeffffffff iiffff cciieennccyy bbuutt aaccttuuaallllyy
ttoo ssppyy oonn tthhee ssppiieess ffooffff rr DDaavvaaaa iidd CCaarrtt--
wwrriigghhtt,, tthhee ccaarrddiiggaann--ccllaadd SSvveenn--
ggaallii ooff RReeggeenntt��ss PPaarrkk.. SShhee lleeaarrnnss

cchhiillddrreenn,, tthhee ffrrffff aaggiilliittyy ooff lliiffeeffff ,, tthhee ddiiffffffff iiffff --
ccuullttyytttt ooff ssuurrvvrrrr iivviinngg ddeeeepp wwoouunnddss �� LLii llaayyaaaa ss
tthhiiss tteerrrriittoorryy bbaarree wwiitthh ssyymmppaatthhyy aanndd
wwiitthhoouutt aa sshhrreedd ooff sseennttiimmeennttaalliittyy..yyyy IInn
��HHeelllloo,, GGooooddbbyyee��,, oonnee ooff tthhtt ee ttwwtttt oo pprroottaaggaa --
oonniissttss ccoonnssiiddeerrss tthhee ddeeaatthh ooff aa cclloossee
ffrrffff iieenndd��ss ccoouussiinn iinn hhiiss ssoopphhoommoorree yyeeaarr::
��HHooww ssttrraannggee,, NNiinnaa tthhtttt oouugghhtt,, tthhtttt aattaaaa aaffttffff eerr aa
yyoouunngg lliiffeeffff eennddss ppeeooppllee tthhiinnkk aanndd ttaallkk
aabboouutt tthhee ddeeaattaaaa hh mmoorree tthhaann tthhee lliiffeeffff .. IItt iiss
eeaassiieerr tthhaattaaaa wwaayyaaaa :: ttrraaggaa eeddiieess aanndd ccaattaaaa aassttrroo--
pphheeaallaaaa wwaayyaaaa sshhaavvaaaa eeaanneennddiinngg..��

EEvveenn iinn tthhee ssaaddddeesstt ooff tthheessee ssttoorriieess,,
ggrriieeff iissaaccccoommppaanniieedd bbyy tthhtttt ee mmeessssiinneessssooff
eexxiisstteennccee,, iittss aabbaa ssuurrddiittiieess aanndd iittss gglloorriieess..
IInn SSuucchh CCoommmmoonn LLiiffii eeffff ,, aann 8888--yyeeaarr--
oolldd wwoommaann,, DDrr DDiittmmuuss,, eexxcchhaannggeess
mmeemmoorriieess aanndd ddiissqquuiieettiinngg sseeccrreettss wwiitthh
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H iissttoorryy aalltteerrss tthhee
llaannddssccaappee,,�� mmuusseess aa
ssccrreeww--uupp BBrriittiisshh ssppyy
iinn tthhee ppoosstt--ccoolldd wwaarr
BBeerrlliinn ooff 11999944;; ��iitt

ddooeessnn��tt cchhaannggee tthhee ppeeooppllee..�� SSiinnccee
SSllooww HHooHHHH rrssrrrr eess iinn 22001100,, MMiicckk HHeerrrroonn
hhaass ppuubblliisshheedd eeiigghhtt ssaattiirriiccaall
tthhrriilllleerrss aabboouutt ddeeaaddbbeeaatt sseeccrreett
aaggeennttss hheeaaddqquuaarrtteerreedd iinn tthhee
ccaarreeeerr dduummppiinngg--ggrroouunndd ooff
��SSlloouugghh HHoouussee��.. TThhee sseerriieess hhaass
ggrroowwnn iinnttoo aa ssttiinnggiinngg ccoommiicc ppaannoo--
rraammaa ooff aa ccoouunnttrryyrrrr aanndd wwoorrlldd rraapp--
iiddllyy iinn ffllffff uuxx bbuutt ssttiillll tteetthheerreedd ttoo
ssttuubbbboorrnn hhuummaann ffrrffff aaiillttiieess.. HHeerr--
rroonn��ss lleetthhaallllyy wwiittttyy pprroossee hhiittss aa
sswweeeett ssppoott iinn tthhtttt ee cceennttrree ooff aa ttrriiaann--
gglleewwhhoosseeppooiinnttssaarree JJoohhnnlleeCCaarrrrØØ,,
PPGG WWooWWWW dehdehousousee �� andand, , pperherhapsaps,,
RRiicckkyykkkk GGeerrvvaaiiss��ss TThhTTTT ee OOffOO ffffff iiffff ccee.. TThhee
vviissiioonn,, aanndd ssttyytttt llee,, hhaavvaaaa ee rreeccrruuiitteedd
hhoorrddeess ooff ffaaffff nnss aanndd ssppuunn ooffffffff aa ssttaarr--
ssttrreewwnnTTVVsseerriieess..

TThhoouugghh mmaarrkkeetteedd aass aa ��ssttaann--
ddaalloonnee�� bbooookk,, TThhTTTT ee SSeeccrreerrrr tt HHooHHHH uurrssrrrr
ddeelliivveerrss aa bbaacckkssttoorryy,,yyyy oorr pprreeqquueell,,
ttoo ssoommee ooff HHeerrrroonn��ss sseenniioorr ccrreeww:: aa
ssoorrtt ooff SSttaarr WWaaWWWW rrssrrrr :: EEppEE iissiiii ooddee 11 ffooffff rr tthhee
sscchheemmeerrss aanndd bbuunngglleerrss ooff
��RReeggeenntt��ss PPaarrkk�� ((hhiiss ffiiffff ccttiioonnaall HHQQ
ooff BBrriittiisshh iinntteelllliiggeennccee)).. AAddmmiirreerrss
ccaann rreesstt eeaassyy:: tthheessee uunnvveeiilleedd
sseeccrreettss ppllaauussiibbllyy eexxtteenndd tthhtt ee aarrcc ooff
kknnoowwnn ccaarreeeerrss aanndd aallssoo pprroovvee

In the beginning
Boyd Tonkin on a sort-
of prequel for Mick 
Herron�s Slough House 
schemers and bunglers

ffrrffff oomm BBrriinnsslleeyy MMiilleess,, bbootthh aa ffooffff uull--
mmoouutthheedd sslloobb aanndd tthhee ��oorraaccllee�� ooff
BBeerrlliinn eessppiioonnaaggaa ee,, tthhaatt ��tthhee ppaasstt
lliieess bbeehhiinndd aa wwaallll�� �� bbootthh ffiiffff gguurraa--
ttiivvee aanndd lliitteerraallaaaa �� bbuutt tthhtttt aattaaaa ��mmeemmoo--
rriieess,, ggiivveenn eennccoouurraaggaa eemmeenntt,, ccllaamm--
bbeerr oovveerr��.. AAss ddoo ddeebbttss,, ggaaffffffff eeffff ss aanndd
ccrriimmeess �� ssuucchh aass tthhee eexxeeccuuttiioonn ooff
tthhrreeee ffeeffff mmaallee SSttaassii ooffffffff iiffff cceerrss aaffttffff eerr
oonneeppaasssseeddiinntteell ttootthhtttt eeBBrriittiisshh..

IInn ppoosstt--WWaallll BBeerrlliinn oorr ppoosstt--
BBrreexxiittLLoonnddoonn,, ttwwtttt iinncciittiieessooffsseeeeddyy
mmeennaaccee aanndd sshhaaddoowwyy iinnttrriigguuee,,
HHeerrrroonn sstteeeerrss tthhrroouugghh aa ssnnaakkiinngg
pplloottwwiitthhtttt hhiisshhaabbaa iittuutttt aallaaaa ffllffff aaiirr ffooffff rrppuunn--
ggeennttllyy pprreecciissee sscceennee--sseetttttttt iinngg aanndd
ddeeffttffff llyy ttuurrnneedd ccoommiicc rreeppaarrtteeee..
GGiivveenn tthhee aabbsseennccee ooff tthhee SSlloouugghh
HHoouussee ccaasstt ooff mmiissffiiffff ttss,, tthhee ttoonnee
ffeeffff eellss ddaarrkkeerr tthhaann bbeeffooffff rree �� lleessss
DDaavvaaaa iidd BBrreenntt,, mmoorree GGeeoorrggrr ee SSmmiilleeyy..yyyy
IInn bbeelleeaaggaa uueerreedd WWhhiitteehhaallaaaa ll,, tthhtttt ee llaabbaa --
yyrriinntthhiinnee ooffffffff iiffff ccee ppoolliittiiccss �� aallwwaayyaaaa ss
HerHerrronon��ss forforte te �� rreesolsolvveess intinto o aa
clecleararer er figfight:ht:  bbetwetweeen en thethe  rrem-em-
nnaannttssooffaappuubblliicc--sseerrvvrrrr iicceeeetthhtttt oossaanndd
wweellll--ccoonnnneecctteedd aasssseett--ssttrriippppeerrss
wwiitthhtttt ddooccttoorreedd CCVVssVVVV .. AAlltthhtttt oouugghh ��tthhtttt ee
EEssttaabbaa lliisshhmmeenntt hhaadd bbeeeenn ddiissmmaann--
ttlleedd tthheessee ppaasstt ddeeccaaddeess��,, aa mmuurrkk--
iieerreelliitteewwiillll sslloott iinnttooiittssppllaaccee..

EEvveerr rreessoouurrcceeffuuffff ll,, FFiirrsstt DDeesskk
ccaann ssttiillll ppaayyaaaa hheerr ��ddeebbtt ooff hhoonnoouurr��
ffrrffff oomm tthhee BBeerrlliinn ppaasstt.. TThhee LLoonnddoonn
ffuuffff ttuurree,, tthhoouugghh,, llooookkss gglloooommiieerr
tthhaann aa ssooddddeenn FFeebbrruuaarryy aaffttffff eerr--
nnoooonn iinn SShhoorreeddiittcchh.. SSttiillll,, HHeerrrroonn
kkeeeeppss uupp hhiiss ggrraavviittyy--ddeeffyyffff iinngg
bbaallaanncciinngg aacctt:: bbeellllyy--llaauugghh ssppyy
ssppooooffoonnoonneessiiddee,, eelleeggiiaaccssttaattaaaa e-oe-off--ffff
tthhee--nnaattiioonn ssaattiirree oonn tthhee ootthheerr,,rrrr
wwiitthh aa tthhiinn,, ttaauutt lliinnee ooff ppoolliisshheedd
pprroosseebbeettwwtttt eeeenn..
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Death becomes him
S tteepphheenn KKiinngg��ss vvaarriioouuss

rreettiirreemmeennttss oovveerr tthhee
yyeeaarrss hhaavvaaaa ee tthhaannkkffuuffff llllyy
pprroovveedd ttoo bbee aass sshhoorrtt--
lliivveedd aass FFrraannkk SSiinnaattaaaa rraa��aaaass

wweerree �� nnoott lleeaasstt bbeeccaauussee KKiinngg hhaass
ccoonnjjooiinneedd hhiiss mmaasstteerryy ooff tthhee
mmaaccaabbaa rree ttoo aann eeqquuaall ccoommmmaanndd ooff
tthhee ccrriimmee ggeennrree.. TThhee llaattaaaa eesstt,, HHoollllyy
((HHooddddeerr ££2255//SSccrriibbnneerr $$3300)),, sseeeess
tthhtttt ee wweellccoommee rreettuurrnn ooff aa cchhaarraacctteerr
wwhhoo ddeebbuutteedd iinn KKiinngg��ss 22001144 nnoovveell
MMrr MMeerrccrrrr eeddeess,, HHoollllyy GGiibbnneeyy.. TThhee
aauutthhoorr rreemmaarrkkeedd tthhaatt sshhee hhaadd
��ssttoolleenn hhiiss hheeaarrtt�� �� aa sseennttiimmeenntt
eecchhooeeddbbyymmaannyyrreeaaddeerrss..

HHoollllyy iiss tthheoeorreettiiccaallllyy oonn lleeaavvaaaa ee
bbuutt,, oonn bbeehhaallff ooff hheerr ddeetteeccttiiveve
aaggaa eennccyy,,yyyy aacccceeppttss aa rreeqquueesstt ttoo ffiiffff nndd
tthhee mmiissssiinngg ddaauugghhtteerr ooff aa cclliieenntt..
SShhee ffiiffff nnddss hheerrsseellff iinn ccoonnffllffff iicctt wwiitthh
aaddvveerrssaarriieess wwhhoossee ccuunnnniinngg iiss
mmaattaaaa cchheeddbbyytthhtttt eeiirrddeepprraavvaaaa iittyytttt ..yyyy

KKiinngg iiss iinntteerreesstteedd iinn wwhhaatt lliieess
bbeehhiinndd tthhee ffaaffff ccaaddee ooff bboouurrggeeooiiss
ddeeccoorruumm aass pprreesseenntteedd bbyy aa dduuoo ooff
eellddeerrllyy pprrooffeeffff ssssoorrss,, ddeevvootteedd ooccttoo--
ggeennaarriiaannss wwhhoo aarree aammoonngg tthhee
mmoosstt ffeeffff aarrssoommee ooff ooppppoonneennttss.. TThhee
nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee ffooffff lllloowwss ttrraaddiittiioonnaall ppaattaaaa --
tteerrnnss,, bbuutt tthhaattaaaa AAnncciieenntt MMaarriinneerr��ss
gglliitttttttt eerriinnggnn eeyyee ttrraannssffiiffff xxeessuussaass tthhtttt oorr--
oouugguu hhllyyllll aasseevveerr..rrrr

EEqquuaallllyy aatt hhoommee wwiitthh bbootthh tthhee
ggrruueessoommee aanndd tthhee mmeerreellyy ccrriimmii--
nnoouuss iiss BBrriittiisshh aauutthhoorr DDaavvaaaa iidd FFeenn--
nneellll,, aanndd TheThe  SilSilentent  ManMan ((ZZaaffffffff rrffff ee,,
££1166..9999)) iiss aann eexxeerrcciissee iinn cchhiilllliinngg
tthhee rreeaaddeerr��ss bblloooodd iinn aass tthhoorroouugghh--
ggooiinngg ffaaffff sshhiioonn aass hhiiss eeaarrlliieerr TThhTTTT ee AArrtt
ooffoo DDeeaatthh.. AAffttffff eerr aann EEmmiillyy DDiicckkiinn--
ssoonn eeppiiggrraapphh ((tthhee ssoouurrccee ooff tthhee
nnoovveell��ss ttiittlltttt ee)),, aa ccoolldd--bbllooooddeedd mmuurr--

ttiiaallllyy aa rreeaassssuurriinngg pprreesseennccee,, tthhee
dedestrstrucuctitivve e sesecrcretsets  thetheyy shasharreedd
wwiitthh hheerr aarree ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee ccaattaaaa aassttrroopphhiicc
ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess aass tthhee ttrruuee nnaattuurree
ooff tthhee tthheerraappiisstt bbeeccoommeess aappppaarr--
eennt.t. MMccGGrraattaaaa hh��ss uunnssppoooolliinngg ooff hheerr
uunnsseettttlliinngg ddrraammaa iiss nnoonnppaarreeiill,,
sshhoorreedd uupp wwiitthh mmuullttii--ffaacceetteedd
cchhaarraacctteerriissaattaaaa iioonn..

AAuussttrraalliiaann ccrriimmee,, oonnccee bbaarreellyy
nnoottiicceedd iinn tthhee UUKK,, iiss aaccccrruuiinngg aa
ddeevvootteeddffooffff lllloowwiinngg..GGaarrrryyrrrr DDiisshheerr iiss
ttoopp ooff tthhee ttrreeee,, aanndd iinn DDaayyaaaa ��ss EEnndd
((VViippeerr,,rrrr ££99..9999)) hhee ttaakkeess rreeaaddeerrss
bbaacckkttootthhtttt eeSSoouutthhtttt AAuussttrraallaaaa iiaannttoowwnn
ooff TTiivveerrttoonn wwiitthh aannootthheerr ccaassee ffooffff rr
hhiiss ssttuubbbboorrnn sslleeuutthh PPaauull HHiirr--
sscchhhhaauusseenn,, hheerree ttaakkiinngg oonn ccyybbeerr--
bbuullllyyiinngg,, aannttii--CCoovviidd ccoonnssppiirraacciieess
aanndd wwhhiittee ssuupprreemmaacciisstt rrhheettoorriicc..
As As thethe  forforegoegoinging  migmight ht sugsuggegestst,,
hhoott--bbuuttttoonn iissssuueess aarree ccrruucciiaall ttoo
DDiisshheerr��ss sscceennaarriiooss.. TTiivveerrttoonn iiss aa
ccoonnssuummmmaatteellyy eevvookkeedd ssmmaallll
ttoowwnn aanndd aa PPeettrrii ddiisshh ffooffff rr aa vvaarriieettyytttt
ooff ssoocciieettaallaa rruuppttuurreess..

MMyy pprreeddeecceessssoorr aass tthhee FFTT��ss
ccrriimmee ccrriittiicc,, CChhrriissttoopphheerr FFoowwlleerr,,rrrr
ddiieedd iinn MMaarrcchh tthhiiss yyeeaarr,,rrrr lleeaavvaaaa iinngg aa
rreemmaarrkkaabbllee lleeggaaccyy..yyyy HHiiss qquuiirrkkyykkkk ,,yyyy
cchhaarraacctteerrffuuffff ll BBrryyrrrr aanntt && MMaayyaaaa ddeetteecc--
ttiivvee sseerriieess iiss oonnee ooff tthhee gglloorriieess ooff
tthhee BBrriittiisshh ccrriimmee ffiiffff ccttiioonn sscceennee,,
bbuutt mmaannyy rreeaaddeerrss wwoouulldd ppiicckk tthhee
varvariouiouss vvoluolumemess ofof aautoutobiobiogragra--
pphhyy aass hhiiss wwiittttiieesstt aanndd cclleevveerreesstt
wwoorrkk.. AAppppeeaarriinngg ppoosstthhuummoouussllyy,,yyyy
tthhee ffiiffff nnaall vvoolluummee,, WWoorrdd MMoonnkkeeyy
((DDoouubblleeddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy ££1188..9999)),, iiss aa ddeelliigghhtt::
ppeerrcceeppttiivvee,, wwiissee aanndd iilllluummiinnaattaaaa iinngg
oonn tthhtt ee aaccttss ooff rreeaaddiinngg aanndd wwrriittiinngg..
AAllll ooff tthhiiss iinn aa bbooookk ffuuffff llll ooff ddiissaarrmm--
iinnggllyy ssaarrddoonniicc ggaalllloowwss hhuummoouurr

ababoutout  hishis oownwn impimpendendinging  deadeath.th.
AAnnuunnmmiissssaabbaa llee ffaaffff rreewweellll..

TThhee pphhrraassee ��ssuuii ggeenneerriiss�� mmiigghhtt
hhaavvee bbeeeenn ccooiinneedd ffoorr tthhee cceellee--
bbrraattaaaa eedd PPeenngguuiinn MMooddeerrnn CCllaassssiiccss
sseerriieess,, nnooww rreeaappppeeaarriinngg iinn iittss
ffaaffff mmoouussoorriiggiinnaallaaaa ggrreeeennlliivveerryyrrrr ..yyyy WWiitthhtttt
ssuucchh iinncclluussiioonnss aass RRoossss MMaaccddoonn--
aalldd��ss TThhTTTT ee DDrroorrrr wwnniinngg PPooPPPP ooll,, GGeoeorrggrr eses
SSiimmeennoonn��ss MMaaiiggii rreerrrr tt aanndd tthhee HHeeHHHH aadd--
lleesseeee ssssss CCooCCCC rrpprr ssee aanndd JJoosseepphhiinnee TTeeTTTT yy��ss�� TThhTTTT ee
FFrraarrrr nncchhiissiiii ee AAffAA ffffff aaffff iirr ((aallll ££99..9999)),, rreecc--
oommmmeennddaattaaaa iioonnssaarreessuuppeerrffllffff uuoouuss..

FFiinnaallllyy,,yyyy tthhrreeee vveerryy aabbaa llee wwrriitteerrss
aatt tthheeiirr ppeeaakk:: MMiirrrroorr IImmaaggee bbyy
GGuunnnnaarr SSttaaaalleesseenn ((OOrreennddaa,,
££99.9.999)) ffiiffff nnddss tthhee SSccaannddiinnaavvaaaa iiaann
hheeiirr ttoo tthhee ggrreeaatt UUSS pprriivvaattee eeyyee
mmaasstteerrss ddeelliivveerriinngg hhiiss ccuussttoommaarr--
iillyy ffaaffff ssttiiddiioouuss wwoorrkk;; ssoocciiaall wwoorrkkeerr--
ttuurrnneedd--ddeetteeccttiivvee VVaarrgg VVeeuumm
iinnvvnnnn eessttiiggaattaaaa eess aa sshhiipp hheeaaddiinngg ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee
NNoorrwweeggiiaann ccooaasstt wwiitthh aa ccllaannddeess--
ttiinnee ccaarrggrr oo.. BBrriittaaiinn��ss PPeetteerr JJaammeess��ss
SSttoopp TThheemm DDeeaadd ((MMaaccmmiillllaann,,
££2222)) iiss tthhtttt ee1199tthhtttt eennttrryyrrrr iinnhhiiss ffooffff rrmmii--
ddaabbllee RRooyy GGrraaccee sseerriieess;; hheerree,, tthhee
BBrriigghhttoonn--bbaasseedd ddeetteeccttivivee iiss uupp
aaggaaiinnsstt bbrruuttaall bbllaacckk--mmaarrkkeett
ggaannggss.. FFaarr mmoorree iinnddiivviidduuaall tthhaann
tthhee ccuurrrreenntt TTVV sseerriieess.. AAnndd TThhee
DDeevviill SSttoonnee ((CCaannoonnggaattaaaa ee,, ££99..9999)) iiss
aa rreemmiinnddeerr tthhaatt CCaarroo RRaammssaayy
ffuuffff llllyy ddeesseerrvvrrrr eess aa ppllaaccee iinn tthhtttt ee uuppppeerr
eecchheelloonnss ooff SSccoottttiisshh ccrriimmee wwrriitt--
iinngg,, wwiitthh ddiissoorrggaanniisseedd GGllaassggooww
ccooppppeerr DDCCII CChhrriissttiinnee CCaappllaann bbaattaaaa --
ttlliinngg ppoolliiccee ccoorrrruuppttiioonn aanndd
SSaattaaaa aanniissttss iinnaattoop-p-nnoottcchhoouuttiinngg..

BBaarrrryyrr FFooFFFF rrssrrrr hhaaww iissiiii tthhee aauutthhoorr ooffoo
��SS�� iimmeennoonn:: TThhTTTT ee MMaaMMMM nn,, TThhTTTT ee BBooookkss,,ss
TThhTTTT ee FFiiFFFF llmmss��
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hheerr ccaarreerr,,rrrr IIddaa,, wwhhoo lleeffttffff CChhiinnaa ffooffff rr AAmmeerr--
iiccaa iinn hheerr ffooffff rrttiieess.. TThheeiirr tthhoouugghhttss aanndd
ccoonnvveerrssaattaaaa iioonnss aarree nnoott aabbaa oouutt ddeeaattaaaa hh,, bbuutt
iiccee sskkaattiinngg,, cchhiillddhhoooodd iimmaaggiinnaarryy
ffrrffff iieennddss aanndd,, iinn IIddaa��ss ccaassee,, tthhee ffeeffff eellggoooodd
aarrttiicclleess sseenntt ttoo hheerr bbyy hheerr hhuussbbaanndd iinn
CChhiinnaa,, wwhhiicchh sshhee tthhiinnkkss ooff aass ��ssppiirriittuuaall
ooppiiuummffooffff rr tthhtttt eeddiissaappppooiinntteedd��..

WWeeWWWW ddnneessddaayyaaaa ��ss�� cchhiilldd iiss ffuuffff llll ooff wwooee,, aass tthhtttt ee
oolldd EEnngglliisshh ffooffff llkk ssoonngg hhaass iitt aanndd,, ppiieeccee bbyy
ppiieeccee,, tthhiiss ccoolllleeccttiioonn bbeeccoommeess aa sshhiimm--
mermeringing  memeditditatiation on on on badbad  lucluck, k, accacci-i-
ddeennttss aanndd ffllffff eeeettiinngg mmoommeennttss iinn ttiimmee..
LLiivveess aarree cchhaannggeedd aanndd hheeaarrttrrrr ss sshhaattaaaa tttttt eerreedd..
BBuutt iitt aallssoo ttoouucchheess oonn uunneexxppeecctteedd ccoonn--
nneeccttiioonnssaannddtthhtttt eessttrraannggnn eenneessssooff lloovvee,,aanndd
tthhee ffaaffff iinntt ppoossssiibbiilliittyytttt ooff hhooppee tthhaattaaaa ccaann bbee
ffooffff uunnddiinnoollddssoonnggnn ssoorrbbooookkss,, iinnaarrttrrrr oorrccoonn--
vveerrssaattaaaa iioonnsswwiitthhtttt ssttrraannggnn eerrss..

IIff wwrriitteerrss hhaavvaaaa ee ccllaannss,, LLii bbeelloonnggss ttoo tthhee
ssaammee ffaaffff mmiillyy aass WWiilllliiaamm TTrreevvoorr ((wwhhoossee
ffrrffff iieennddsshhiipp LLii cciitteess iinn tthhee aacckknnoowwlleeddgg--
mmeennttss)) aanndd AAlliiccee MMuunnrroo,, wwhhoo ccrreeaatteedd
ssoommeetthhtttt iinnggnn ppoowweerrffuuffff llllyymmoovviinnggnn ffrrffff oommmmeell--
aanncchhoollyy aanndd ssttrruuggggllee.. AAss aa mmootthheerr tteellllss
hheerr aauuttiissttiicc ssoonn iinn ��OOnn tthhtttt ee SSttrreeeett WWhheerree
YYooYYYY uu LLiivvee��,, ��AA�� nnyytthhiinngg tthhaatt ccoouulldd ggoo
wwrroonngg �� aa mmaarrrriiaaggaa ee,, aa cchhiilldd,, aa mmeeddiiccaall
ttrreeaattaaaa mmeenntt,, aa ppaaiinnttiinngg,, aann aaffffffff aaffff iirr,,rrrr aa ttrreeee ��
ssttaarrtteedd wwiitthh hhooppee.. TThhee oonnllyy ooppttiioonn wwaass
ttoobblluunnddeerroonntthhtttt rroouugghhhhooppiinnggnn ..��

Heart to heart
The short stories in Yiyun Li�s latest collection are quiet, 
subtle and often agonisingly wrenching. By Nilanjana Roy

A ss aa cchhiilldd,, YYiiyyuunn LLii ooffttffff eenn ssaattaaaa
oonn tthhee ppuubblliicc ssttaaiirrccaassee ooff
hheerr ffaammiillyy��ss aappaarrttmmeenntt
bblloocckk oonn tthhee oouuttsskkiirrttss ooff
BBeeiijjii iinngg,, qquuiieettllyy lliisstteenniinngg ttoo

tthhee aadduullttss ttaallkkiinngg aarroouunndd hheerr..rrrr LLii mmaayyaaaa bbee
5500 nnooww,,ww aanndd oonnee ooff AAmmeerriiccaa��ss lleeaaddiinngg
autauthorhorss,, butbut  inin WWednednesdesday�ay�WWWW ss�� CChilhilddCCCC , , herher
tthhiirrdd ccoolllleeccttiioonn ooff sshhoorrtt ssttoorriieess,, yyoouu
sseennssee tthhaattaaaa ssaammee pprreesseennccee:: aann aattaaaa tttttt eennttiivvee,,
ccuurriioouuss,, nnoonn--jjuuddggmmeennttaall oobbsseerrvveerr,,rr
ssooaakkiinngg uupp tthhee ggrriieeffssffff ,, lloovveess aanndd ffaaffff iilluurreess
ooffhheerrcchhaarraacctteerrss..

AA 1166--yyeeaarr--oolldd ssttuuddeenntt aatt tthhee ttiimmee ooff
tthhee 11998899 TTiiaannaannmmeenn SSqquuaarree mmaassssaaccrree,,
LLii wwaass ddeetteerrmmiinneedd ttoo lleeaavvaaaa ee CChhiinnaa aanndd
mmoovveedd ttoo tthhee UUSS iinn 11999966 ttoo ssttuuddyy iimmmmuu--
nnoollooggyy aatt tthhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff IIoowwaa.. BByy
22000055,, sshhee hhaadd sswwiittcchheedd ttoo ccrreeaattaaaa iivvee wwrriitt--
iinngg.. HHeerr bbooddyy ooff wwoorrkk iinncclluuddeess sshhoorrtt
ssttoorryyrrrr ccoolllleeccttiioonnss ssuucchh aass GGoolldd BBooyyoo ,,yyyy EEmmeerr--rrrr
aalldd GGiirrll ((22001100,, sseett iinn CChhiinnaa)),, aaccccllaaiimmeedd
nnoovveellss ffrrffff oomm TThhTTTT ee VVaaVVVV ggaa rraarrrr nnttsstttt ((22000099)) ttoo TThhTTTT ee
BBooookk ooffoo GGoooossee ((22002323)),, aanndd aa hhaauunnttiinngg
mmeemmooiirr ooff hheerr jjoouurrnneeyy bbaacckk ffrroomm
ddeepprreessssiioonn aanndd ssuuiicciiddaall tthhoouugghhttss uussiinngg
rreeaaddiinngg aass aa lliiffeeffff lliinnee,, DDeeaarr FFrriieenndd,,dd FFrroorrrr mm
MMyyMM LL ffii eeffff II WWrrWWWW iittee ttoo YYooYYYY uu iinn YYooYYYY uurr LL ffii eeffff ,, wwhhiicchh
ccaammeeoouutt iinn22001177..

TThhee 1100 sshhoorrtt ssttoorriieess aanndd oonnee nnoovveellllaa
�� SSuucchh CCoommmmoonn LLiiffii eeffff ,, aa mmaarrvveell ccoomm--
pprreesssseedd iinnttoo 7755 ppaaggeess �� tthhaatt mmaakkee uupp
WWeeWWWW ddnneessddaayyaa ��ss�� CChhCCCC iilldd wweerree wwrriitttteenn oovveerr 1144
yyeeaarrss.. TThheeyy aarree qquuiieett,, ssuubbttllee aanndd ooffttffff eenn
aaggoonniissiinnggllyy wwrreenncchhiinngg aass LLii eexxpplloorreess
tthhee bbrriittttllee ffrrffff aaccttuurreses wwiitthhiinn tthhee hhuummaann
hheeaarrtt.. ��AA�� iirr ooxxiiddiisseess,, wwaatteerr rruussttss,,�� aa
cchhaarraacctteerr rreeffllffff eeccttss iinn tthhee ttiittllee ssttoorryy,,yyyy
wwhhiicchh ffooccuusseess oonn aa wwoommaann ttaakkiinngg aa

ttrraaiinn ffrroomm AAmmsstteerrddaamm ttoo BBrruusssseellss
ffoouurr yyeeaarrss aaffttffff eerr tthhee ssuuiicciiddee ooff hheerr
tteeeennaaggaa ee ddaauugghhtteerr.. ��TTiimmee,, lliikkee aaiirr aanndd
wwaattaaaa eerr,,rrrr eerrooddeess..��

OOffttffff eenn tthheessee ssttoorriieess aarree sseett iinn tthhee UUSS,,
iinn cciittiieess iinncclluuddiinngg NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk aanndd SSaann
FFrraanncciissccoo,, aanndd mmaannyy ooff hheerr cchhaarraacctteerrss
aarree ccaauugghhtt iinn mmiidd--lliiffeeffff ,, llooookkiinngg bbaacckk aattaaaa ��
oorr aawwaaaa aayyaaaa ffrrffff oomm �� tthhee mmuurrkk aanndd ggrriieeffssffff ooff
tthhee ppaasstt.. IInn ��AA SShheelltteerreedd WWooWWWW mmaann��,, wwee
mmeeeett AAuunnttiiee MMeeii,, aa CChhiinnesesee--AAmmeerriiccaann
lliivvee--iinn nnaannnnyy wwhhoo��ss sseeeenn 112266 ffaaffff mmiilliieess
aanndd 113311 bbaabbiieess tthhrroouugghh tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt mmoonntthh
ooff lliiffeeffff ,, wweeaatthheerreedd mmuucchh aanndd sseeeemmss ttoo
bbeelliieevvee,, aatt lleeaasstt aatt ffiiffff rrsstt,, tthhaatt sshhee ��hhaadd
tthhee sseennssee nnoott ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee aa cchhiilldd��..

MMeeaannwwhhiillee,, iinn ��AA SSmmaallll FFllaammee��,, BBeellllaa,,
wwhhooiissoonnhheerrsseeccoonnddddiivvoorrccee,,ddrriiffttffff ssbbaacckk
ttoo mmeemmoorriieess ooff bbeeiinngg aa ttrroopphhyy bbaabbyy
aaddoopptteedd bbyy wweeaalltthhyy CChhiinneessee ppaarreennttss ��
ttrreeaatteedd aass aa ppoosssseessssiioonn,, aallbbeeiitt aa cchheerr--
iisshheedd oonnee.. IInn ��AAlloonnee��,, aa mmiiddddllee--aaggeedd
wwoommaann ccaalllleedd SSuucchheenn eennccoouunntteerrss aa
lloonneellyy oollddeerr mmaann aanndd rreeccaallllss aa ttrraaggaa eeddyy
ffrrffff oomm hheerr cchhiillddhhoooodd iinnvvnnnn oollvviinngg ffiiffff vvee yyoouunngg
ggiirrllss.. ��TThheerree wweerree ppllaacceess tthhaatt wwoouulldd
nneevveerr bbee ddeessttrrooyyeedd bbyy aa ffiiffff rree oorr aa ttoorrnnaaddoo
oorr aann eeaarrtthhqquuaakeke,, jjuusstt aass tthheerere wweerree
tthhoossee lluucckkyykkkk ppeeooppllee wwhhoo eessccaappeedd ddiissaass--
tteerrss uunnssccaatthheedd,,�� sshhee tthhiinnkkss.. PPaarreennttss,,
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aamm iinn tthhee 11995500ss,, aanndd wwhheenn tthhaatt ccooll--
llaappsseedd iitt wwaass uusseedd ffooffff rr llaannddffiiffff llll.. SSoo wwhheenn
YYeeYYYY vvttuusshheennkkoo��ss poepoemm wwaass ppuubblliisshheded iinn
11996611 wwiitthh tthhee ooppeenniinngg lliinnee ��OOvveerr BBaabbii
YYaaYYYY rr,,rrrr tthhtttt eerree iissnnoommoonnuummeenntt��,, iittwwaassppoolliitt--
iiccaall ddyynnaammiittee.. BByy tthhtttt ee ttiimmee SShhoossttaakkoovviicchh
ssttaarrtteedd ccoommppoossiinngg,, tthhee ppooeemm hhaadd
aallrreeaaddyy bbeeeenn ddeennoouunncceedd.. SSiiggnniiffiiffff ccaanntt
popolliittiiccaall pprresesssuurree wwaass ppuutt oonn tthhee ccoomm--
ppoosseerr ttoo ccaanncceell tthhee ssyymmpphhoonnyy��ss pprree--
mmiieerree.. WWhheenn hhee ppuusshheedd aahheeaadd,, tthhee
SSoovviieett pprreessss ccrriittiicciisseedd tthhee ppiieeccee aass aa
��mmiissttaakkeenn,, ddiissttoorrtteedd ppoorrttrraayyaaaa aall��.. SShhooss--
ttaakkaaaa ookkkk vviicchh aanndd YYeeYYYY vvttvvvv uusshheennkkookkkk wweerreemmaakkaaaa iinngg
aa ffoorrmmiiddaabbllee ppoolliittiiccaall ssttaatteemmeenntt bbyy
ttuurrnniinngg aauuddiibbllee wwhhaatt tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt
hhaaddttrriieeddssoohhaarrddttooeerraassee..

OOnnee ooff tthhtttt ee bbooookk��ss ssttrreennggtthhtttt ss iiss sshhoowwiinngg
tthhaatt tthhiiss mmuussiicc iiss iinnvvoollvveedd iinn vveerryy ccuurr--
rreenntt ddeebbaattaaaa ee aanndd ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy aarroouunndd tthhee
wwaayyaaaa tthhaattaaaa tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt iiss rreemmeemmbbeerreedd..
EEiicchhlleerr ddooeessnn��tt ssttoopp aatt tthhee pprreemmiieerree ooff
SSyymmpphhoonnyy NNoo.. 1133,, bbuutt rreevveeaallaaaa ss tthhtttt aattaaaa iitt wwaass
nnoott ppuubblliisshheedd iinn RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee oorriiggiinnaallaaaa
tteexxtt uunnttiill 22000066,, aanndd tthhaatt tthhee VViieennnnaa
PPhhiillhhaarrmmoonniicchhaassyyeett ttooppeerrffooffff rrmmiittoonnccee..

IInn GGeerrmmaannyy,,yyyy mmeeaannwwhhiillee,, SSttrraauussss��ss
ffaaffff mmiillyy ddeenniieedd EEiicchhlleerr aacccceessss ttoo cceerrttaaiinn
mmaatteerriiaallss ffrroomm tthhee ccoommppoosseerr��ss wwaarr
yyeeaarrss iinncclluuddiinngg uunnsseenntt ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee,,
aanndd ddooccuummeennttaattaaaa iioonn ccoonncceerrnniinngg hhiiss vviissiitt
ttoo TTeerreezzíínn iinn aa ffuuffff ttiillee aatttteemmpptt ttoo oobbttaaiinn
tthhee rreelleeaassee ooff JJeewwiisshh ffaaffff mmiillyy mmeemmbbeerrss ooff
hhiissddaauugghhtteerr--iinn--llaawwaaaa iinntteerrnneeddtthhtttt eerree..

IItt��ss aa ttiimmeellyy rreemmiinnddeerr tthhaatt tthhee

POLYMATH 1,247 SET BY NEO CROSSWORD 17,518 SET BY ROSA KLEBB

Nikita Vitiugov, the current 
world No 25 and the 2021 
Russian champion, has 
transferred to England. 
Vitiugov, 36, is the latest 
among several younger 
grandmasters opposed to the 
war against Ukraine to take 
advantage of global body 
Fide�s policy of listing 
Russians as FID and enabling 
transfers with reduced 
formalities and minimal 
cost. Serbia, Spain and 
Slovenia have already gained 
strong Russians, but 

Vitiugov is the highest rated 
GM yet to make a move. 

He used to reside in St 
Petersburg, then switched to 
Spain with his wife, and his 
son was born there. Now he 
has rented a flat in East 
Anglia, where his family will 
join him. His transfer was 
helped by ECF international 
director Malcolm Pein, and 
can be viewed as the first 
fruit of the new government 
grant of £500,000 over two 
years for elite chess, 
announced last month. It is 

Puzzle number 2536
White mates in three moves 
(by Dietrich Wasmann). 
The US legend Paul Morphy 
took more than an hour to 
find the solution. Nearly a 
century later, it was shown 
to Alexander Alekhine a few 
months before his death. 
Alekhine gave a quick look, 
rattled off White�s first move 
and the mating variations, 
then added: �Morphy must 
have been asleep that day.� 
How do you compare?

Solution, back page

likely the GM will become an 
instructor at training camps 
planned for the England 
open and women�s teams, 
plus the best junior talents.
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Diversions
CHESS LEONARD BARDEN

R eeffllffff eeccttiinngg oonn hhiiss eexxppeerriieennccee aattaaaa
AAuusscchhwwiittzz,, PPrriimmoo LLeevvii wwrroottee
tthhaatt ��oouurr llaanngguuaaggee llaacckkss
wwoorrddssttooeexxpprreesssstthhtttt iissooffffffff eeffff nnccee,,
tthhee ddeemmoolliittiioonn ooff aa mmaann..�� IItt��ss

ssoommeetthhiinngg mmaannyy hhaavvaaaa ee ggrraapppplleedd wwiitthh
wwhheenn rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt ��
wwoorrddss aarree ssiimmppllyy iinnaaddeeqquuaattaaaa ee ffooffff rr aarrttiiccuu--
llaattaaaa iinnggwwhhaattaaaa nneeeeddssttoobbeessaaiidd..

TThhaattaaaa mmuussiicc mmiigghhtt bbee aabbaa llee ttoo ccoommmmuu--
nniiccaattaaaa ee ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaattaaaa llaanngguuaaggaa ee ccaannnnoott
iiss tthhee iiddeeaa tthhaatt mmoottiivvaatteess TTiiTTTT mmee��ss�� EEcchhoo..
FFooccuussiinngg oonn wwoorrkkss tthhaatt ccoommmmeemmoorraattee
tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt wwrriitttttttt eenn bbyy ffooffff uurr ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt
ccoommppoosseerrss �� AArrnnoolldd SScchhooeennbbeerrggrr ,, RRiicchh--
aarrdd SSttrraauussss,, BBeennjjnn aammiinn BBrriitttteenn aanndd
DDmmiittrrii SShhoossttaakkoovviicchh �� JJeerreemmyy EEiicchhlleerr
sseettss oouutt ttoo eexxpplloorree hhooww mmuussiicc ccaann bbee aa
��wwiittnneessss ttoo hhiissttoorryy�� aanndd ��aa ccaarrrriieerr ooff
mmeemmoorryyrrrr ffooffff rraappoosstt--HHoollooccaauussttwwoorrlldd��..

EEiicchhlleerr,,rrrr aa ccrriittiicc aanndd ccuullttuurraall hhiissttoorriiaann,,
iisssseeaarrcchhiinnggffooffff rrwwaayyaaaa ss tthhtttt aattaaaa wweeccaannlleeaarrnnttoo
hheeaarr tthhee hhiissttoorriiccaall ccoonntteexxtt ooff wwoorrkkss lliikkee
SScchhooeennbbeerrgg��ss AA SSuurrvviivvoovvvv rr ffrrffff oorrrr mm WWaaWWWW rrssrrrr aaww
((11994477)),, aa mmuussiiccaall aaccccoouunntt ooff aa ccoonncceenn--
ttrraattaaaa iioonn ccaammpp ssuurrvvrrrr iivvoorr��ss ssttoorryyrrrr tthhtttt aattaaaa MMiillaann
KKuuKKKK nnddeerraa ccaalllleedd ��tthhee ggrreeaattaaaa eesstt mmeemmoorriiaall
eevveerr ddeeddiiccaattaaaa eedd ttoo tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt��.. SShhuutt--
ttlliinngg bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ppaasstt aanndd pprreesseenntt,, bblleenndd--
iinngg bbiiooggrraapphhyy,,yyyy mmuussiicc ccrriittiicciissmm,, pphhiilloossoo--
pphhyy aanndd hhiissttoorryy,,yyyy EEiicchhlleerr aasskkss wwhhaatt tthhee
hhiissttoorryyrrrr ooff mmuussiicc lliikkee tthhiiss ccaann ccoonnttrriibbuuttee
ttooHHoollooccaauussttccoommmmeemmoorraattaaaa iioonn..

CCllaassssiiccaall mmuussiicc iiss ooffttffff eenn ssiiddeelliinneedd iinn
ccuullttuurraall aaccccoouunnttss ooff tthhee sseeccoonndd wwoorrlldd
wwaarr,,rrrr bbuutt EEiicchhlleerr mmaakkeess aa ppoowweerrffuuffff ll ccaassee
ffooffff rr tthhiinnkkiinngg aabbaa oouutt tthhee ccrreeaattaaaa iioonn aanndd ppeerr--
ffooffff rrmmaannccee ooff mmuussiiccaall wwoorrkkss aass ppoolliittiiccaall
aactctss.. SShhoossttaakkoovviicchh��ss SSyymmpphhoonnyy NNoo.. 1133,,
ffoorr eexxaammppllee,, sseettss YYeeYYYY vvggeennyy YYeeYYYY vvttuusshh--
eennkkoo��ss ppooeemm ccoommmmeemmoorraattiinngg tthhee vviicc--
ttiimmss ooff tthhee BBaabbaa ii YYaaYYYY rr mmaassssaaccrreess �� wwhheerree
aann eessttiimmaattaaaa eedd 3333,,777711 JJeewwiisshh ppeeooppllee wweerree
mmuurrddeerreedd iinn ttwwtttt oo ddaayyaaaa ss,, aanndd 110000,,000000 ttoo
115500,,000000 ppeeooppllee kkiilllleedd oovveerr tthhee wwaarr.. BByy
ppuutttttttt iinngg tthhtttt ee ssyymmpphhoonnyy iinn iittss ffuuffff llll ccoonntteexxtt,,
EEiicchhlleerrsshhoowwsshhoowwppoolliittiiccaallaaaa llyy iinnffllffff aammmmaa--
ttoorryyrrrr SShhoossttaakkaa ookkkk vviicchh��sscchhooiicceewwaass..

TThhee SSoovviieett UUnniioonn eexxppeennddeedd ccoonnssiiddeerr--
aabbaa llee eenneerrggrr yygggg aanndd rreessoouurrcceess oonn ffooffff rrggrr eetttttttt iinngg
tthhee mmaassssaaccrreess,, nnoott lleeaasstt bbyy ccoovveerriinngg uupp
tthhee ssiittee.. TThhee rraavvaaaa iinnee wwaass ffllffff ooooddeedd bbyy aa

ppaasstt ccoonnttiinnuueess ttoo aanniimmaattee tthhee pprreesseenntt..
TThhee wwoorrkkss tthhaattaaaa EEiicchhlleerr ddiissccuusssseess wwiillll

pprroobbaabbllyy bbee kknnoowwnn ttoo ccllaassssiiccaall mmuussiicc
lolovversers. . IndIndeeeedd thathat t is is parpartltly y whwhyy thetheyy
hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn cchhoosseenn,, pprroommppttiinngg rreeaaddeerrss ttoo
hheeaarr ffaaffff mmiilliiaarr wwoorrkkss aaffrrffff eesshh.. BBuutt iitt aallssoo
lleeffttffff mmee wwoonnddeerriinngg aabboouutt tthhee ffaattee ooff
wwoorrkk bbyy ccoommppoosseerrss wwhhoo ddiidd nnoott rreeaacchh
tthhee ssaammee hheeiigghhttss ooff ffaaffff mmee aass tthheessee ffooffff uurr..rrrr
EEiicchhlleerr wwrriitteess ppeerrcceeppttiivveellyy aabboouutt hhooww
mmuusseeuummss sshhaappee mmeemmoorryy,,yyyy bbuutt aass tthhee
pphhiilloossoopphheerr LLyyddiiaa GGooeehhrr hhaass aarrggrr uueedd,, aa
mmuussiiccaall ccaannoonn iiss iinn iittsseellff aa kkiinndd ooff iimmaaggaa ii--
nnaarryy mmuusseeuumm.. EEiicchhlleerr rreeffllffff eeccttss lleessss oonn
hhooww hhiiss cchhooiiccee ooff ppiieecceess iinn ttuurrnn sshhaappeess
tthhtttt eewwaayyaaaa tthhtttt eeHHoollooccaauusstt iissrreemmeemmbbeerreedd..

WWhhaatt aabboouutt tthhee 11996611 ccoollllaabboorraattivivee
ccaannttaattaa JJüüJJJJ ddiissiiii cchhee CChhCCCC rroorrrr nniikk,, ffooffff rr eexxaammppllee,,
wwrriitttteenn bbyy ffiiffff vvee ccoommppoosseerrss ffrrffff oomm bbootthh
EEaasstt aanndd WWeeWWWW sstt GGeerrmmaannyy?? TThhiiss uunniioonn ooff
ppoossttwwaarr GGeerrmmaannyy tthhrroouugghh mmuussiicc iiss aa
qquuiittee ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt vviissiioonn ffooffff rr aa ppoosstt--HHoolloo--
ccaauusstt wwoorrlldd tthhaann tthhaatt pprreesseenntteedd bbyy tthhee
ccoommppoosseerrss iinn TTiiTTTT mmee��ss�� EEcchhoo.. AAnndd wwhhaatt ooff
wwoommeenn �� ddiidd tthhtttt eeyy ccoommppoossee ppiieecceess ccoomm--
mmeemmoorraattaaaa iinngg tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt?? IIff ssoo,, wwhhaattaaaa
mmeemmoorriieessmmiigghhtt tthhtttt eesseewwoorrkkssccaarrrryyrrrr ??

WWhhaatteevveerr ggaappss TTiimmee��ss�� EEcchhoo mmiigghhtt
hhaavvaaaa ee,, iitt iiss aann eellooqquueenntt aanndd tthhoouugghhtt--pprroo--
vvookkiinngg aaddddiittiioonn ttoo tthhee vvaasstt lliitteerraattaaaa uurree oonn
tthhee sseeccoonndd wwoorrlldd wwaarr.. IItt ooffffeerrss aann
iinnssiigghhttffuuffff ll rreeffllffff eeccttiioonn oonn hhooww wwee rreemmeemm--
bbeerr aanndd wwhhoo wwee ffoorrggeett �� aanndd wwhhyy
nnaattiioonnaall ccoommmmeemmoorraattiioonnss aarree nneevveerr
ppoolliittiiccaallaaaa llyynneeuuttrraallaaaa ..

Time�s Echo: 
The Second 
World War, the 
Holocaust, and 
the Music of 
Remembrance
by Jeremy Eichler
Faber £25/Knopf $30
400 pages

�Self Portrait� 
by Austrian 
composer 
Arnold 
Schoenberg 
(1911) 
 Bridgeman Images

Books

Filling the
silence

Can music articulate the horrors 

of the Holocaust? By Leah Broad

Waiting to Be 
Arrested at 
Night: A Uyghur 
Poet�s Memoir 
of China�s 
Genocide
by Tahir Hamut Izgil 
translated by 
Joshua L Freeman 
Jonathan Cape 
£18.99, 272 pages
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If they had been playing 
Duplicate Pairs, North-
South might have alighted in 
an off-centre 3NT but, 
instead, 4H was contracted 
� and failed. Would you 
have succeeded? 

Playing a Strong NT, 
North rebid 1NT to show 12-
15pts. West led 7� to East�s 
A�; Q� returned. South 
covered with K�, and West 
ruffed and switched to 7�. 
Declarer is committed to 
taking the finesse now; it 
lost, and East cashed his 

East�s Q�; West does not 
ruff. East continues with J�; 
South plays K� perforce, 
West will ruff and switch to 
a spade. However, now, the 
spade finesse can be avoided 
since dummy�s long club 
suit is almost established. 
Declarer rises with A�, 
cashes A�, K�, and ruffs a 
fourth club in hand with a 
high trump. He pulls the 
final trump and reaches 
dummy with A� to discard 
his spade loser on the fifth 
club, now a winner.

BRIDGE PAUL MENDELSON

winning club. One down.
When you know that an 

opponent is void � why else 
would West lead the first 

suit bid � do not condemn 
winning cards to a pointless 
death. Take time to analyse 
the likely course of play. 
Having ruffed, surely West 
will switch to a spade, 
forcing you to finesse. If you 
can foresee these elements, 
then a better play becomes 
available.

At trick two, South ducks 

DeaDealerler:: NorNorth th N/SN/S  GamGamee

NorNorthth EasEastt SouSouthth WesWestt
1C1C NBNB 1H1H NBNB
1NT1NT NBNB 4H4H

A Q 4
K 9
A 8 6
6 5 4 3 2

E

S

N

W

J 5
A Q J 10
K 4
K 9 8

6

9 8 2

10 9 3
Q

K
7
J
A J 10

10 7 6 3
8 5 4 3
Q 7 5 2
7

2

cciirrccuullaattee tthhaatt tthheeyy hhaavvee aa ddeevviiccee tthhaatt
mmaaggiiccaallllyy ddeetteeccttss KKoorraannss aanndd pprraayyeerr
mmaattss.. IInn aa rreeggiimmee wwhheerree UUyyggyyyy hhuurrss aarree
aallssoo ccoo--oopptteedd iinnttoo tthhee ssuurrvveeiillllaannccee
aappppaarraattuuss,, tthhee ccoommpplleexxiittiieess ooff aallllee--
ggiiaannccee aanndd iiddeennttiittyy aarree eennddlleessss.. TThhee
bbooookk bbeeggiinnss wwiitthh IIzzggiill bbeeiinngg ppuulllleedd iinnttoo
aa ppoolliiccee iinntteerrrrooggaattiioonn.. FFiirrsstt hhee��ss lleeffttffff
aalloonnee iinn tthhee ssttaattiioonn ffooffff rr aann hhoouurr:: aa ppssyy--
cchhoollooggiiccaall tteesstt.. TThheenn tthhee ppoolliiccee ooffffffff iiffff cceerr��ss
ppeenn ggiivveess hhiimm ttrroouubbllee;; hhee hhaass ttoo sshhaakkee iitt
rreeppeeaatteeddllyy ttoo ggeett tthhee iinnkk ffllffff oowwiinngg.. BBuutt
rraattaaaa hheerr tthhaann ggooiinngg ttoo ggeett aannootthheerr ppeenn,, hhee
ppeerrssiissttss.. ��HHiiss ppaattiieennccee ssuurrpprriisseedd mmee,,��
IIzzggiillqquuiippss..

YYeeYYYY tt UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr vviictctiimmss ooff tthhee ssyysstteemm aarree
nnoott mmeerreellyy vviiccttiimmss.. IIzzggiill��ss eexxpplloorraattaaaa iioonnss
of of whewhenn to to rreesissistt, , andand  whwhen en to to quiquietletlyy
aacccceepptt tthhee oovveerrttuurreess ooff ppoolliiccee ooffffffff iiffff cceerrss,,
pprroovviiddee uusseeffuuffff ll iinnssttrruuccttiioonn ffooffff rr aannyyoonnee
wwrreessttlltttt iinnggwwiitthhtttt aauutthhtttt oorriittaarriiaannppoowweerr..rrrr

HHaallffwwffff aayyaaaa tthhrroouugghh ddiirreeccttiinngg aa tteelleevvii--
ssiioonn sseerriieess,, IIzzggiill iiss ttoolldd bbyy hhiiss pprroodduucceerr
ooff aa ddiirreeccttiivvee bbaannnniinngg tthhee ccoommmmoonn
IIssllaammiicc ggrreeeettiinngg aassssaallaammuu aallaaiikkuumm ffrrffff oomm
bbrrooaaddccaasstt.. IIzzggiill ppuusshheess bbaacckk,, ssaayyaaaa iinngg tthhtttt aattaaaa
tthhee ddiirreeccttivivee ddiidd nnoott ccoommee iinn wwrriittiinngg
ffrrffff oomm tthhtttt ee pprrooppaaggaa aannddaa mmiinniissttrryyrrrr ,,yyyy aanndd tthhtttt eeyy
hhaavvaaaa ee aallrreeaaddyy ffiiffff llmmeedd ttoooo mmuucchh ttoo ssttaarrtt
aaffrrffff eesshh.. SShhoorrttllyy aaffttffff eerr,,rrrr IIzzggiill hheeaarrss tthhaattaaaa tthhee
ddiirreeccttiivvee hhaass bbeeeenn rreesscciinnddeedd;; hhee
eemmeerrggrr eessvviiccttoorriioouuss..

YYeeYYYY tt bbaarreellyy ttwwtttt oo yyeeaarrss llaattaaaa eerr,,rrrr tthhtttt ee rreeggiioonnaallaaaa
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt hhaadd iissssuueedd eevveenn hhaarrsshheerr
iinnjjnn uunnccttiioonnss aaggaaiinnsstt ccoommmmoonn IIssllaammiicc
nnaammeess,, ssuucchh aass AAiisshhaa aanndd MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,
aanndd IIssllaammiicc rreeffeeffff rreenncceess iinn ppllaaccee nnaammeess;;
nnoo UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr ddaarreedd ggrreeeett oonnee aannootthhtttt eerr wwiitthhtttt
aassssssss aallaammuu aallaaiikkuumm..

TThhiiss iiss aa bbeeaauuttiiffuuffff ll rreeaadd.. IIzzggiill��ss ppooeettiicc
ggaazzee,, aanndd tthhee eelleeggaanntt ttrraannssllaattiioonn bbyy
JJoosshhuuaa LL FFrreeeemmaann,, pprroodduuccee aa ccoommppeell--
lliinngg pprroossee tthhaattaaaa ppuusshheess yyoouu ttoo kkeeeepp rreeaadd--
iinngg,, eevveenn aass yyoouu bblliinnkk bbaacckk tteeaarrss.. ��IInn
tthhiiss lliiffeeffff ,, ppeerrhhaappss iitt iiss mmyy ffaaffff ttee ttoo lleeaavvaaaa ee
tthhoossee cclloosseesstt ttoo mmee wwiitthh nnoo ggooooddbbyyeess,,��
IIzzggiillwwrriitteessaasshheenneeaarrssAAmmeerriiccaa..

YYuuYYYY aann YYaaYYYY nnggnn iissiiii tthhee FFTT��ss�� EEuurroorrrr ppee--CChhCCCC iinnaa
ccoorrrreerrrr sseeee ppss oonnddeenntt

A city under siege
Inside China�s campaign against Uyghurs. By Yuan Yang

Y oouu tthhiinnkk yyoouu kknnooww tthhee oouutt--
lliinneess ooff tthhee pplloott:: tthhee pphhoottooss
ooffmmeenn iinn cchhaaiinnss,, tthhtttt ee aaccccuussaa--
ttiioonnss aanndd ddeenniiaallss tthhaatt
aaccccoommppaanniieedd BBeeiijjiinngg��ss

ddeetteennttiioonn ooff hhuunnddrreeddss ooff tthhoouussaannddss ooff
TTuurrkkiicc MMuusslliimmss iinn CChhiinnaa��aa ss nnoorrtthhwwesestt--
eerrnnbboorrddeerrrreeggiioonnooffXXiinnjjnn iiaanngg..

TThhee UUNN hhaass ssuuggggeesstteedd tthhtt aattaaaa tthhtttt iiss ppaarrttrrrr iicc--
uullaarr aattaaaa rroocciittyytttt �� tthhee eerraassuurree ooff IIssllaamm aanndd
tthhee ddeetteennttiioonn ooff iittss aaddhheerreennttss iinn XXiinn--
jjiiaanngg �� mmiigghhtt aammoouunntt ttoo ��ccrriimmeess
aaggaa aaiinnsstt hhuummaanniittyytttt ��.. IItt iiss oonnee ooff tthhee llaarrggrr --
eesstt ddeetteennttiioonnss ooff aann eetthhnniicc oorr rreelliiggiioouuss
ggrroouuppssiinncceetthhtttt eeHHoollooccaauusstt..YYeeYYYY tttthhtttt ee llaarrggrr eerr
tthhtttt ee aattaaaa rroocciittyytttt ,,yyyy tthhtttt ee hhaarrddeerr iitt ccaann bbee ttoo ggrraasspp
aattaaaa aahhuummaannlleevveell..

IInn hhiiss ddeebbuutt bbooookk,, TTaahhiirr HHaammuutt IIzzggiill,,
oonnee ooff tthhee UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr llaanngguuaaggaa ee��ss mmoosstt cceellee--
bbrraattaaaa eedd lliivviinngg ppooeettss,, bbrriinnggss uuss iinnssiiddee tthhee
lliiffeeffff ooff aa UUyyggyyyy hhuurr iinntteelllleeccttuuaall lliivviinngg iinn
XXiinnjjnn iiaanngg��ss ccaappiittaall cciittyytttt ooff UUrruummqqii iinn tthhee
cciittyytttt ��ss ddyyiinngg ddaayyaaaa ss.. WWaaWWWW iittiinngg ttoo BBee AArrrreerrrr sstteedd
aatt NNiiNNNN ggii hhtt iiss aa ffiiffff rrsstt--peperrssoonn aaccccoouunntt ooff hhiiss
lliiffeeffff iinn tthhtttt ee yyeeaarrss uupp ttoo tthhtttt ee mmaassss ddeetteennttiioonn
ccaammppaaiiggnntthhtttt aattaaaa bbeeggaanniinn22001177..7777

IIzzggiill iinnttrroodduucceess uuss ttoo aa ccoommmmuunniittyy

tthhaatt wwee wwiillll nneevveerr bbee aabbllee ttoo mmeeeett:: aa
wwoorrlldd ooff ccaammaarraaddeerriiee,, llaattaaaa ee--nniigghhtt ffeeffff aassttss
aannddppooeettrryyrrrr rreecciittaallaaaa ss;; tthhtttt eeUUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurrmmeennrriidd--
iinngg bbiiccyycclleess ttoo tthhee bbaazzaaaarr wwiitthh mmuussiicc
bbllaassttiinngg ffrrffff oomm tthhee rraaddiiooss ssttrruunngg aarroouunndd
tthheeiirr nneecckkss;; tthhee eerrrraanntt nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd
bbooookksseelllleerrwwhhoosslleeeeppssuunnttiillnnoooonn..

IItt��ss aallll ttoooo cclleeaarr tthhaatt mmaannyy ooff tthheessee
ppeeooppllee wwiillll ddiissaappppeeaarr iinnttoo tthhee ccaammppss
tthhaatt tthhee CChhiinneessee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt hhaass bbuuiilltt
aaccrroossss tthhee XXiinnjjnn iiaanngg rreeggiioonn.. BByy ccoonnttrraasstt,,
IIzzggiill aanndd hhiiss ffaaffff mmiillyy eessccaappeedd ttoo tthhee UUSS,,
wwhheerreehheeiissnnoowwaabbaa lleettoowwrriitteeaannddttooppuubb--
lliisshh.. HHee ddeesseerrvvrrrr eess ttoo bbee rreeaadd aanndd lliisstteenneedd
ttoowwiiddeellyy..yyyy

TThhee mmoosstt ffaaffff sscciinnaattaaaa iinnggnn ppaarrttrrrr ss ooff tthhtttt ee bbooookk
ddeeaall wwiitthh tthhee llesessseerr--kknnoowwnn peperriiododss ooff
XXiinnjjnnnn iiaannggnn ��ss�� hhiissttoorryyrrrr ,,yyyy tthhtttt ee ddeeccaaddee tthhtttt aattaaaa lleedd uupp
ttoo tthhee mmaassss ddeetteennttiioonn ccaammppaaiiggnnss,, wwhheenn
rreelliiggiioouuss ffrrffff eeeeddoommss wweerree ggrraadduuaallaaaa llyy bbeeiinngg
eerrooddeedd.. IIttpprroovviiddeessaalleessssoonniinnhhoowwccrraacckk--
ddoowwnnssggaattaaaa hhtttt eerrmmoommeennttuutttt mmaanndd,, iinnppaarrttrrrr iicc--
uullaarr,,rrrr hhooww oommnniipprreesseenntt ssuurrvveeiillllaannccee
ssppeeeeddss uupp mmiinnoorriittiisseedd ggrroouuppss�� iinntteerrnnaallaaaa ii--
ssaattaaaa iioonnoofftthhtttt eeiirroopppprreessssiioonn..

AAffttffff eerr tthhee ppoolliiccee ccoommppeell ffaaffff mmiilliieess ttoo
hhaanndd iinn tthheeiirr rreelliiggiioouuss iitteemmss,, rruummoouurrss

Rumours circulate that 
the police have a device 
that magically detects 
Korans and prayer mats
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junior and Ardant spouting sub-porn 
dialogue to seduce a hotel plumber. The 
overall feeling is of being stuck at the 
New Year�s Eve party from hell with a 
rogue�s gallery of cosmetically over-
enhanced trolls. eeeee 

Polanski wasn�t the only controversial 
name in a line-up also featuring Woody 
Allen, who was greeted on the Venice 
Lido by both ovations and protests. Coup 
de Chance, about a married woman (Lou 
de Laâge) bumping into an old school 
friend (Niels Schneider) and embarking 
on a guilt-wracked affair, is the direc-
tor�s 50th feature but his first made 
entirely in a foreign language. 

An American going to France to make 
a film about infidelity is the cinematic 
equivalent of bringing croissants to 
Paris, and while Allen treads this well-
trodden ground elegantly, he brings 
nothing new to the genre. It may not be a 
surprise to seasoned Woody-watchers 
that the unfaithful spouse comes out 
seeming sympathetic, but the whole 

Directors 
take the 
starring role

Venice Film Festival | As strikes keep actors away,

film-makers step into the limelight � resulting in 

both triumph and travesty. By Raphael Abraham

thing hinges on an arbitrary final twist 
that is impossibly daft, the film�s title 
acting as an inadequate fig leaf. aaeee

Of the elder statesman of cinema, it 
was William Friedkin who came out 
with most dignity intact. The maker of 
The French Connection and The Exorcist, 
who died last month, caps off his 60-
year career with The Caine Mutiny Court-
Martial, a contemporary imagining of 
the aftermath of Herman Wouk�s classic 
play starring a twitchy Kiefer Suther-
land and an outstanding Jason Clarke. 

Taking place almost entirely in a mili-
tary courtroom, it is an unflashy but 
tightly scripted, directed and acted 
exercise in cinematic minimalism. Best 
of all, it culminates in that rarest of 
things: an eloquent and satisfying end-
ing that elevates the whole endeavour. 
The ever-punchy Friedkin leaves us 
with a wagging finger and a potent 
reminder of the debt we all owe to life-
long soldiers. aaaee 

It wasn�t all about past masters. Ger-
man second-time feature director 
Timm Kröger showed off an impressive 
array of tricks in the black and white The 
Theory of Everything, a metaphysical 

Top: Sofia 
Coppola at the 
premiere of 
�Priscilla�

Above: Emma 
Stone and Mark 
Ruffalo in 
�Poor Things�

From far left: 
Melvil Poupaud 
and Lou de 
Laâge in Woody 
Allen�s �Coup de 
Chance�; Timm 
Kröger�s �The 
Theory of 
Everything� 
Reuters; Searchlight Pictures

A n existential question hov-
ered over this year�s Venice 
Film Festival: what is such 
an event without the 
world�s biggest movie 

stars? Photographers, fashionistas 
and fans were left bereft by the non-
appearance of striking actors; the sud-
den outbreak of shouting and whooping 
caused by a passing star was a rare 
sound this year. But for those here pre-
dominantly for the films, there was no 
shortage. The directors and their shiny 
new works took the starring role and, 
after a shaky first couple of days, they 
duly delivered.

After bringing duck-racing, break-
dancing and kinky sex games to the 
court of Queen Anne and Venice in 
2018, Yorgos Lanthimos returned with 
the even more outlandish and wildly 
enjoyable Poor Things. Adapted freely 
from Alasdair Gray�s 1992 novel, it 
plunges us into a deeply surreal version 
of Victorian London. The home of Dr 
Godwin Baxter has decor by Salvador 
Dalí and pets by Hieronymus Bosch � 
upholstered flooring, a bird with dog 
legs, a barking rooster.

Emma Stone is Bella Baxter, a naive 
woman-child who teeters around doll-
like on her heels wearing a vacant 
expression, blurting out comic non-se-
quiturs and urinating where she pleases. 
Willem Dafoe is her �God�, an experi-
mental surgeon whose face is a patch-
work fright-mask of badly botched 
suturing. As Bella�s creator of sorts, he is 
both Frankenstein and monster. He is 
also her de facto father figure, his 

schoolmasterly manner giving the 
dynamic Pygmalion overtones.

Into this curious set-up Lanthimos 
injects a large helping of sex, Bella 
embracing the newly discovered 
delights of self-love with gusto. This 
being Victorian Britain, the awakening 
of female sexuality quickly brings out 
two things in the men: fear and preda-
tion. In swoops Mark Ruffalo�s randy 
dandy Duncan Wedderburn, all pursed 
lips and twitching moustache. As 
Bella and her new beau embark on a 
tour of Europe there is much �furious 
jumping�, but gradually events take a 
darker turn, Bella�s understanding 
growing more sophisticated as the film 
becomes a picaresque travelogue with a 
pronounced feminist impera-
tive. Watching Ruffalo unravel is one of 
the film�s great pleasures, but what 
really anchors it is a performance of 
burning intensity from Stone. 

Poor Things is a full-scale assault on 
the ears and eyeballs from Lanthimos 

�Poor Things� is a riotously 
funny work that offers 
social commentary 
without hectoring

noir set in the early 1960s in the Swiss 
Alps, though mercifully a million miles 
from The Palace. Shot in an eye-grabbing 
chiaroscuro, with severe camera angles 
and expressionist framings, it shows 
flashes of Alfred Hitchcock, Orson 
Welles and Carol Reed, especially dur-
ing a Third Man climax of tunnels and 
torches. Diego Ramos Rodríguez�s score 
also evokes the best of thrillers past.

The narrative, however, offers some-
thing altogether fresher, young quan-
tum physics student Johannes (Jan 
Bülow) grappling with his far-reaching 
dissertation and stumbling on a myste-
rious plot that may or may not involve 
francophone jazz pianist Karin (Olivia 
Ross), who does little to keep his 
mind on academic matters. Kröger 
maintains a commanding grip on the 
labyrinthine material until the film�s 
final act, which leaves too many ques-
tions unanswered. aaaae 

Even more of a head-scratcher is the 
denouement in delicately constructed 

Japanese drama Evil Does Not Exist, the 
latest from Ryusuke Hamaguchi, whose 
Drive My Car unexpectedly cruised all 
the way to a Best Picture Oscar nomina-
tion last year. The new film is one of the 
most vivid and memorable in this year�s 
Venice competition.

The action takes place in forested 
mountains two hours from Tokyo, 
where plans for a glamping resort are 
causing consternation among the 
nature-attuned locals. Hamaguchi 
alternates between unhurried scenes of 
woodcutting and water-gathering, and 
dialogue-heavy confrontations between 
the burghers and the company repre-
sentatives sent in to sweet-talk them. 
The director mesmerises with his skilful 
pacing and unusual camera moves, then 
pulls the rug out with a series of wrench-
ing last-minute shots that had critics 
huddling in fascinated confusion after-
wards, hungry for a second viewing that 
might shed light on it all. aaaae

Sofia Coppola�s Priscilla was the 14th 
competition film to screen � and the 
first directed by a woman. The mystery 
here was not so much what would 
become of the doe-eyed schoolgirl 
courted by Elvis Presley during his mili-
tary service in Germany, but what new 
perspective the film could bring to this 
well-known Cinderella story gone sour. 

Cailee Spaeny is quietly touching as 
the ninth-grader plucked from obscu-
rity by the King to be his princess, while 
Jacob Elordi nails the pop icon�s voice if 
not all the mannerisms. Adapting Pris-
cilla Presley�s 1985 memoir Elvis and Me, 
Coppola paints him as a vain and child-
ish narcissist who transforms from ten-
der lover to devil in disguise with a pat-
tern of grooming, gaslighting and vio-
lent outbursts. She studiously avoids the 
splashy Las Vegas aesthetic of Baz Luhr-
mann�s Elvis, adopting instead a muddy 
palette of browns. It�s a curiously muted 
affair that shines little new light, espe-

cially as it stops dead at the dissolution 
of the Presleys� marriage, suggesting 
that for Priscilla there was no life after 
Elvis. aaaee

The subject of a woman living in a cel-
ebrated musician�s shadow was better 
explored in Bradley Cooper�s Leonard 
Bernstein biopic Maestro, which showed 
earlier in the festival (for a full review 
see FT.com). 

Poor Things remained one of the front-
runners for the Golden Lion at press 
time, Emma Stone�s performance likely 
to catch the eye of the Venice jury, led 
this year by her La La Land collaborator 
Damien Chazelle. But there was also a 
lot of love for Agnieszka Holland�s 
Poland-Belarus-set The Green Border, 
which screened after many of us had 
already left the Lido.

It�s undeniable that Venice lost some 
of its sparkle this year with the absence 
of Hollywood stars, but for now its sta-
tus as a launch pad for next year�s 
awards season should remain intact. 
However, given that much of the US 
movie industry has ground to a halt, it 
may be that next year the stars will be 
back but the movies themselves will be 
in shorter supply. Of course, there is far 
more to world cinema than Hollywood 
alone, but it�s no secret that big film fes-
tivals depend on big American titles. 
Their absence would pose an even 
greater existential threat.

labiennale.org

The ever-punchy William 
Friedkin leaves us with a 
potent reminder of the debt 
we owe to life-long soldiers

Above, from 
left: Fortunato 
Cerlino, John 
Cleese and 
Oliver Masucci 
in Roman 
Polanski�s 
comedy 
�The Palace�

Left: Cailee 
Spaeny as Elvis�s 
wife in Sofia 
Coppola�s 
�Priscilla�

Right: Hitoshi 
Omika and 
Ryo Nishikawa 
in Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi�s 

�Evil Does 
Not Exist� 

and his crew. No other mainstream 
director today is making movies this 
visually bold and brilliantly realised. 
Here he manages to pull off a riotously 
funny work that offers social commen-
tary without hectoring and makes the 
impossible believable. By the end, what 
seem strangest are the all-too-familiar 
ways of the world and especially the cru-
elty of possessive men � not so outland-
ish after all. aaaaa 

What could possibly follow that? How 
about a bawdy comedy set in a Swiss 
Alpine hotel starring Mickey Rourke, 
John Cleese and Fanny Ardant? Oh, 
and it�s directed by Roman Polanski. The 
Palace, sadly, did not turn out to be a sick 
joke, just a series of terminally unfunny 
ones, the out-of-competition film 
becoming a festival talking point for all 
the wrong reasons. If the fact that it is set 
on the night of Y2K isn�t a clue that it�s 
out of step with the times, there is also 
the sight of Cleese as an American bil-
lionaire bedding a woman 70 years his 



9 September/10 September 2023 � FTWeekend 13

Arts

I n a rehearsal room in west London, 
the poet Lemn Sissay and I are dis-
cussing early morning routines. For 
some people, it�s a brisk run or a few 
minutes of yoga. For Sissay, it�s a 

poem. For more than 10 years, he has 
been waking at dawn and writing a 
short, rhyming poem, distilling that 
potent moment when the dark gives 
way to the light. �It�s my mental stretch-
ing,� says Sissay, who was awarded an 
OBE for services to literature and char-
ity in 2022. �It just exercises my mind to 
think more clearly . . . It�s like having a 
word shower in the morning.�

Sissay, who fizzes with energy, has 
always been an early riser. But he began 
this practice as an experiment: an 
attempt to write, without fear of judg-
ment, then posting the poems daily on 
social media.

�I got this thought: what if it didn�t 
matter what people thought of what you 
are writing? It�s a kind of punk-rock 
experiment on social media. I�m not try-
ing to look good here. I�m trying to 
explore my imagination first thing in 
the morning. And I�m going to do it 
every day regardless of whether [oth-
ers] like it or not.�

The results have travelled far and 
wide � they�ve appeared on buildings, 
bridges and been sung at Stonehenge � 
and he�s now collected a selection into a 
new book, Let the Light Pour In. With its 
sunny cover, it feels like a compendium 
of hope and wisdom: short missives 
from the border between light and dark-
ness, both physical and mental. Sissay 
points out that poets have invoked the 
dawn since the Odyssey and there is 
something about that ritual of pause, 
reflection and writing that feels ancient.

It�s not just the book that brings us to 
this conversation about morning rou-
tine, however. We meet in a rehearsal 
room because Sissay is also here to talk 
about his latest project: a new staging of 
Franz Kafka�s Metamorphosis for Frantic 
Assembly theatre company. 

Again, early morning plays a crucial 
role. The 1915 novella begins when 
exhausted salesman Gregor Samsa 
wakes up to find himself inexplicably 
transformed into a giant insect. His first 
instinct, despite his traumatised state, is 
to try his utmost to reassure his frantic 
family that he can get back on track. 

Sissay�s script incorporates a short 
prologue in which we glimpse the
daily drudgery that has led to this
crisis. We watch Gregor repeatedly rise 
and dress in the dark, hurrying to catch 
the 5am train, his movements increas-
ingly drained. Key to this staging is 
Frantic Assembly�s trademark physical-
ity, using movement to express the 
characters� unspoken feelings and fears. 

A new day 
dawns

Lemn Sissay | The poet on

his adaptation of Kafka�s

�Metamorphosis� and writing

at sunrise. By Sarah Hemming

From main: 
Lemn Sissay; 
rehearsals 
for Frantic 
Assembly�s 
�Metamorphosis�
Paul Crowther/Camera Press; 
Adi Detemo

I watch the cast rehearse one section, 
repeating the moves over and over until 
they fuse with the script. The idea, 
director Scott Graham explains, is to 
pull away from the notion of Gregor as a 
freakishly large cockroach and explore 
the psychological terrain of the story. 

�We�re trying to understand what the 
metamorphosis was,� says Graham. 
�Within the novella, we are led to 
believe that it�s sudden. But actually, 
there are hints that it wasn�t � that Gre-
gor�s work is getting harder and harder. 

�So what happens in his room is a
man desperately trying to put
himself together like a jigsaw so he can 
leave the room again and look exactly 
how he is supposed to look . . . We�ve 

talked about definition and perspective 
and what we perceive to be of value
in someone.�

There have been countless interpreta-
tions of Kafka�s original, with readers 
seeing a metaphor for the artist�s posi-
tion in society or a critique of material-
ism. Graham points out that its power 
resides partly in its elusive, fable-like 
quality, but he does see in it an all too 
topical story about economic hardship 
and the demonisation of others. 

�The family has got themselves in 
debt,� Graham says. �It feels like this is a 
story about austerity and the economic 
structure under which people are being 
trampled. The pressure on the family is 
released in its weakest part, and the 
weakest part is their relationship with 
Gregor. So when things go wrong you 
can point and go, �There�s the source of 
our problems.� I think that�s what�s going 
on in society as well. Families are a 
microcosm of society. Whenever we go 
into recession, always more kids go into 
care,� adds Sissay. �Here a family is 
pressurised through austerity, as my 
foster family were, and there is a fall guy 
in the family.� 

Sissay has written with moving frank-
ness about his own childhood experi-
ence. His father was an Ethiopian pilot, 
his mother, young and unmarried, had 

to give him up to be fostered. When he 
was 12, his white foster family abruptly 
expelled him and he was put into care. 
He�s keen to stress that his personal 
background does not define this stage 
adaptation � but it is present in it. 

�This is a story about somebody who 
is in a family who is then seen as outside 
of that family. I have that experience. 
But actually, this is about austerity and 
how a family can turn against one of 
their own. And I would put it to you that 
the majority of families have done 
that . . . So I am in there, I have to be. I 
don�t want to shy away from it. This is 
about a dysfunction that happens 
within families.�

Graham and Sissay talk about fami-
lies and how we can all experience meta-
morphosis, whether it be sudden � an 
accident, say � or gradual, as we age. 

�The pandemic made us all feel
like outsiders,� Sissy says. �It made
us all experience a little of what
Gregor experiences when he�s locked in 
his bedroom. There�s no better time for 
Gregor to be on stage, after what we�ve 
been through.�

�Metamorphosis� runs at Theatre Royal 
Plymouth from September 11, then touring, 
franticassembly.co.uk. �Let the Light Pour 
In� is out on September 21

�This is 
about how a 
family can 
turn against 
one of 
their own
 . . . most 
families 
have done 
that�

finding new homes. The multisensory 
Bolivian-American artist Donna 
Huanca has joined Sean Kelly, which 
has her painting �Cotyledon Sun� 
(2023, $70,000) on its booth at The 
Armory Show. Kelly describes Huanca 
as �a fantastic artist with a very 
powerful performative element to her 
work, as well as fabulous paintings�. 
Huanca remains represented by Peres 
Projects in Berlin. 

Meanwhile, Hauser & Wirth has 
announced its representation of Sonia 
Boyce, Simon Lee�s star artist since 
winning the Golden Lion award at last 
year�s Venice Biennale. Hauser will 
work with Italy�s Apalazzo Gallery, 
which has represented Boyce since 
2017. Lee�s gallery website lists 44 
represented artists, not including 
Huanca and Boyce, who had left before 
its official closure, without 
commenting on why. A spokesman for 
BDO, the joint administrators, says the 
company has appointed the art 
advisory business Gurr Johns �to assist 
in the detailed process of returning 
artworks to their established owners 
[or] representatives�.

Phillips will offer a monumental two-
part painting by Gerhard Richter for 
about $30mn as the star lot of its 
November 14 sale in New York. 
�Abstraktes Bild� (1987) stands 2.6m 
high and 4m wide and was last sold at 
Sotheby�s in 2018 for $32mn. Keeping 
its price at a similar level as five years 
ago is not a reflection of a cooler 
market, says Jeremiah Evarts, Phillips 
deputy chair of 20th-century and 
contemporary art, but more because 
its seller �is not looking for a return on 
investment and didn�t want to be too 
aggressive and . . . put people off�.

Sotheby�s auction of thousands of 
items that belonged to late Queen 
singer-songwriter Freddie Mercury was 
always going to be a hit; in the end, the 
month-long presale viewing in London 
had an astonishing 140,000 visitors, 
with queues around the block and 
moments of spontaneous song.

The first live sale of 59 of his most 
prized items was like no other, opening 
with the auctioneer Oliver Barker 
beating out the introduction to Queen�s 
�We Will Rock You� on his rostrum. 
The best performing lots were not from 
Mercury�s handful of fine art, but more 
personal items such as a silver snake 
bangle, worn in the 1975 �Bohemian 
Rhapsody� video, which went for 
£550,000 against a presale estimate of 
£7,000-£9,000 (£698,500 with fees). 
The top price of the evening was 
£1.4mn, for Mercury�s baby grand 
piano (£1.7mn with fees), though this 
was below its estimate of £2mn-£3mn. 
Overall, the auction beat its £4.8mn-
£7.2mn expectations to make a total 
£9.6mn (£12.2mn with fees).

The Freddie Mercury sales continue 
until September 13. The items are 
being sold by Mary Austin, Mercury�s 
longtime companion and the main 
beneficiary of his will after he died of 
Aids-related pneumonia in 1991.

The art market opens its new season 
with a clash between two big-brand 
fairs: Frieze in Seoul (September 6-9) 
and The Armory Show in New York 
(September 8-10). The twist is that both 
are now in the same stable: Frieze�s 
parent company, Endeavor, acquired 
the Manhattan fair from real estate 
company Vornado for $24.4mn in July.

Frieze�s second edition in Seoul had 
an energised opening on Wednesday 

with dealers and visitors reporting a 
more global attendance this year. �The 
fair feels very confident,� says Courtney 
Plummer, director at Lisson Gallery. 
Her gallery was among several 
international outfits focused on 
strengthening ties with Seoul outside of 
the fair, holding a temporary exhibition 
at EUM The Place (September 2-10). 
�The pop-up helped move more 
momentum into the fair, where we 
made sales across the board,� she says.

Cultural crossover is also reflected 
through many of the 120 booths at 
Frieze and its Masters section for older 
art. Lehmann Maupin included work 
by Korea�s Do Ho Suh, Lee Bul and Sung 
Neung Kyung, paired with western art. 
�Korea�s art is finally getting the 
recognition it deserves,� says Emma 
Son, Lehmann Maupin senior director.

HyungTeh Do, chief executive of 
Korea�s longstanding Gallery Hyundai, 
welcomes the arrival of international 
galleries on the scene, particularly their 
representation of the country�s artists. 

�Korea is becoming more potent within 
the larger Asian market,� he says. The 
gallery reported early sales of prints 
and paintings from its solo booth of 
Korea�s female Modern art pioneer, 
Seundja Rhee.

Artists previously represented by the 
London gallery Simon Lee, which was 
put into administration in July, are 

Left: Sotheby�s 
sale of items 
that belonged to 
the late Freddie 
Mercury (left) 
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the �Bohemian 
Rhapsody� video

Below: Donna 
Huanca�s 
�Cotyledon Sun� 
(2023) � Sean Kelly

release Mantaray. She was 
joined by the musicians who 
worked on it. Anonymous 
but effective, they lacked 
the spark of the inspired 
individuals who worked 
with Siouxsie in the past, the 
likes of guitarist John 
McGeoch and drummer 
Budgie. Siouxsie, on the 
other hand, was very much 
the star; and an undimmed 
one at that.

She introduced songs with 
unexpected levity and 
illustrated them with 
mesmerising twirls and 
elaborate handography. Her 
low voice remains 
formidable, an authoritative 
style that makes a virtue of 
inflexibility. She ended with 
one of the Banshees� 
signature hits, �Hong Kong 
Garden�, an evergreen relic 
from 1978, after which she 
swept from the stage with a 
wave � off to return the 
following night, and then 
who knows when.

Ludovic Hunter-Tilney
musicglue.com/siouxsie

Colourful: Siouxsie Sioux � James Watkins

Mystery observes its own 
timetable. Hence the 
reapparition of Siouxsie 
Sioux after a 10-year 
absence from the stage, 
without a stated explanation 
for the return. The former 
leader of Siouxsie and the 
Banshees, gothic-rock 
supremos in the 1980s, 
began her solo tour in 
Belgium in May. If the 
location was chosen for 
sentimental reasons � her 
father was Belgian � then 
the singer, 66, has kept them 
to herself. 

Meteorology has its own 
timetable too. Thus a 
sweltering London night 
baked the first of her two 
shows at the Troxy. A few 
younger recruits among her 

decadent, foreboding work 
have been parcelled off into 
goth, the post-punk offshoot 
that became as well known 
for its look � fishnet shirts, 
clompy boots, hairspray, 
black everything � as its 
dirgey sound. 

Siouxsie lays claim to 
another heritage. Her 
support act was a cabaret 
troupe hoofing away to a 
high-kicking soundtrack. 
Clips from the original King 
Kong were also shown before 
she came on, marking the 
film�s 90th anniversary. The 
range of references 
continued in the set list. 
�Here Comes That Day� cast 
her as a Shirley Bassey 
belter, albeit with a vastly 
narrower vocal reach. �Peek-
A-Boo� was a fantasy of 
Weimar hip-hop. �Into a 
Swan� shifted gear into 
crushing industrial rock.

The last of the above 
songs was from Siouxsie�s 
last album, 2007�s solo 

POP

Siouxsie Sioux
Troxy, London
aaaae

Review 

patient fans wore 
the full Halloween 
fetishwear regalia, 
but older ones, 
who were in the 
majority, opted for 
boring black T-
shirts, the 
standard 
wardrobe of the 
reluctantly 
summering goth. 
Meanwhile, 
Siouxsie appeared 
from behind a 
slowly rising 
curtain in a 
flowing cyan 
chiffon trouser suit with 
grey-streaked dark hair and 
Cleopatra eye make-up.

Her get-up was colourful, 
but the opening words of the 
first song weren�t. �Only at 
night time, I see you,� 
Siouxsie sang as her four-
piece band ground out a 
dark, churning groove. This 
was �Night Shift�, among the 
heaviest songs in the 
Banshees� discography, 
triggered by the 1970s serial 
killer Peter Sutcliffe, who 
murdered 13 women. Both 
song and heat pressed down 
suffocatingly. Welcome 
back, queen of goth.

That�s not a label to use in 
her presence, incidentally � 
or else a withering stare may 
ensue. (According to a 
former bandmate from the 
1990s, Jon Klein, she was 
like �a cross between a big 
sister and the worst 
headmistress�.) Siouxsie, or 
Susan Ballion of Chislehurst, 
south-east London, as she 
once was, disdains the way 
that the Banshees and their 

Buyers want it all at Freddie Mercury sale
The Art Market | Frieze fairs clash; Pace to open in Japan; Simon Lee�s artists find new homes. By Melanie Gerlis
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I want to make sure I get this right for 
you,� says Shania Twain. I�ve just 
asked her for some music recom-
mendations, and she�s spent the last 
few minutes looking through her 

phone. Eventually she lands on three 
picks: R&B country artist Breland, who 
is supporting her on her upcoming UK 
tour, American rock band Greta Van 
Fleet and a wild card, Dan McCafferty, 
lead singer of Nazareth � �the greatest 
rocker who ever lived�.

It makes sense that Twain has an 
eclectic taste in music. One of the best-
selling female artists of all time � often 
hailed as the �queen of crossover� � 
her own music is both ubiquitous and 
hard to categorise. Her first two albums 
were country (a self-titled debut and 
The Woman in Me). Her 1997 album Come 
on Over, which featured �Man! I Feel 
Like a Woman!�, �That Don�t Impress 
Me Much� and �You�re Still the One� � 
was rock-inflected country-pop, pro-
duced by her former husband, Robert 
�Mutt� Lange, who had worked with 
AC/DC and Def Leppard. Her 2023 
album, Queen of Me, has a synthy, high-
production sound, leaning firmly 
towards pure pop.

I�m speaking to Twain, 58, at an 
extremely busy time for her. Having 
returned to the spotlight in 2014 after 
a near 10-year hiatus, the singer is now 
at �the top of the mountain�, in her 
words, of the second stage of her career. 
A Netflix documentary, Not Just a 
Girl, was released last year and she is 
about to embark on the UK leg of her 
Queen of Me tour. A few days before 
we speak, she has released an extended 
edition of Come on Over for its 25th 
anniversary. 

�At the time when Come on Over was 
[first] released, I wasn�t stopping for a 
second to enjoy what was happening,� 
Twain says. �It�s only now that I�m 
going, �Wow.� I have the time to reflect 
and enjoy how monumental that was in 
my life and career.� 

That sense of enjoyment is hard-
earned. If Twain is known for her feel-
good anthems, she has also endured tur-
bulent hardship. She grew up in poverty 
in the mining town of Timmins, Ontario, 

Clockwise from 
main: Shania 
Twain; Breland 
opens for Twain 
at her first show 
in Nashville for 
five years this 
June; at the 
Country Music 
Association Fan 
Fair in 1995 
Vincent Dolman/Camera 
Press; Reuters

singing in bars from the age of eight. At 
22, after her parents died in a car crash, 
she supported her siblings by singing in 
hotels. In the 1990s, she moved to Nash-
ville, signed a record deal and produced 
four albums in less than 10 years, three 
of which went diamond (selling more 
than 10mn copies). 

But then, at the peak of her fame in 
2003, she contracted Lyme disease. It 
severely affected the nerves in her vocal 
cords and led to her retreating from the 
spotlight for almost a decade. �It�s very 
ironic that my voice would be affected 
by Lyme disease,� she says. �It�s prima-
rily something that goes to other parts of 
your body.�

There was a 2020 Covid hospital-
isation too. It was a horrifying time,
but one that produced musical inspira-
tion: �Before I know I�m going to 
recover, I start writing all the things

that air can give us.� This impulse 
turned into the song �Inhale/Exhale 
AIR� on Queen of Me. Today Twain
views her music as a positive release 
and, in conversation, embodies its 
straight-talking cheerfulness. I say it 
must feel good to be back. She sings: 
�Aaabsolutely.�

Come on Over, Twain�s third album, 
has sold more than 40mn copies world-
wide and is still the eighth best-selling 
album in history. For many who grew up 
in the 1990s, the songs epitomise the 
sound of that era: power-ballad vocals, 
twangy guitar flourishes, sassy put-
downs � so what, do you think you�re Elvis 
or something? (Not to mention the 
accompanying video aesthetics: leopard 
print, coiffed bangs, men�s shirt, short 
skirt.) But 25 years on, the album also 
sounds uncannily contemporary. Twain 
thinks that the direct, honest style of 

her writing is the reason for the songs� 
staying power: �Record-making is about 
my truth � I wouldn�t be able to get up 
on stage if it wasn�t authentic. So maybe 
it�s because I�m speaking so frankly 
about what I really think.�

At the time of its release, Come on Over 
was interpreted as a backlash against 
the narrow gender conventions of 1990s 
country music: Twain�s sexy, humorous 
persona didn�t fit the mould of chaste 
femininity. But she says a transgressive 
message was unintentional. 

�When �Man! I Feel Like a Woman!� 
came out of my mouth, [Lange] just 
thought it was awesome, that it was 
super clever . . . It never offended the 
people it was meant to inspire, and 
that�s the beauty of it.�

Given she has been writing songs for 
more than four decades, it�s unsurpris-
ing that Twain takes her craft seriously. 
Her answers are peppered with meta-
phors: the process is a �crossword� or a 
�lyrical puzzle�, which involves �twist-
ing the language and cadence without 
losing the message�. 

�Writing a novel is easier than writing 
a three-minute, 22-second story that 
actually says something profound,�
she says. �You really do have to say a
lot in a short space of time, and it�s gotta 
be poignant.�

We�re almost out of time, so I ask 
Twain to name her three favourite songs 
to perform live. �I mean, �Man! I Feel 
Like a Woman!� I will never get tired of 
because the enthusiasm is so extraordi-
nary, and the meaning of the song has 
evolved so much over the course of its 
life.� Then there�s �Pretty Liar� from 
Queen of Me. And finally, �You�re Still 
The One�, because �there�s no wrong 
way to do the song. I could play it on a 
banjo and it would still be itself.�

As for how she feels about touring 
again: �It�s going to be very emotional 
for me, because my time on stage now is 
more valuable than ever. I�ve never 
been so liberated as a singer and a song-
writer. I�ve never felt more respected by 
the industry, by the audience. So I�m just 
taking it all in . . . It�s a win. The only 
challenge is making sure I enjoy it.�

Shania Twain performs at the O2, London, 
on September 16 and 17. �Come on Over: 
The Diamond Edition� is available now. The 
FT Weekend podcast episode with Shania 
Twain is released on September 15

��Man! I Feel Like a 
Woman!� I will never get 
tired of because its meaning 
has evolved so much�

I consider myself very lucky. Some 
conductors only get to do the Ring 
once,� says Antonio Pappano, as he 
looks forward to opening the Royal 
Opera�s 2023-24 season on Monday 

with his second new production of Das 
Rheingold � the first of the four operas 
that make up Wagner�s Der Ring des Nibe-
lungen, the apex of German opera. It will 
be a four-year journey to the full Ring, 
Covent Garden�s first in nearly 20 years.

�What is this Anglo-Italian-American 
kid doing in these waters? I have put in a 
lot of homework and have a history 
going back some years with these 
operas,� says Pappano. �The way I con-
duct them is never going to sound like a 
German Kapellmeister, but these are the-
atre pieces and are to be sold as theatre. 
One must never forget that.�

The timing of Pappano�s second Ring 
is unusual, to say the least. He is due to 

leave the Royal Opera at the end of the 
season and it would be normal practice 
for the incoming music director, Jakub 
Hr��a, to use a new Ring to stamp his 
authority on the company.

Pappano says that the way it has 
worked out was not intentional. �I kept 
telling them I was going to leave, but I 
don�t know if anybody believed me,� he 
says, speaking as rehearsals were under 
way last month. �Maybe they thought 
the Ring was a carrot, but for me the car-
rot was to work with [director] Barrie 
Kosky. I had heard so much about him 
and it seemed everybody was working 
with him except for me. Jakub is a prince 
for accepting this arrangement and he 
will conduct the complete cycles when 
they come round.�

Although Pappano has made his 
name in Italian opera, he was no late 
starter in the Wagner stakes. In the 
1980s, when he was still primarily a 
rehearsal pianist and opera coach, he 
made an effort to immerse himself in 
German operas, first in Barcelona and 
Frankfurt. Then came the invitation to 
work as assistant to Daniel Barenboim 
(�Imagine playing the piano for him!�) 
at Bayreuth, Wagner�s own festival.

�I had this obsession not to be pigeon-
holed in the Italian repertoire with a 
name like mine,� he says. �What I learnt 
at Bayreuth was how to become a real 
opera conductor. You get a rehearsal 
period of six or eight weeks. Do you have 
the artistic stamina to nourish your 
team over that period of time? My 
responsibility covered scheduling and 
to play, coach and conduct. I learnt Tris-
tan und Isolde in three weeks and among 

several times I conducted was the last 
hallucination of Tristan, which is a diffi-
cult passage. I thought I would look at 
Barenboim�s score for help, but there 
wasn�t a mark on it.�

He must have made a good impres-
sion, because he worked as assistant 
again on Barenboim�s celebrated Ring 
cycle in 1988 and a few years later was 
entrusted with conducting his own 
performances of Lohengrin at Bayreuth. 
Then came the Royal Opera and his 
first Ring cycle in London, starting in 
2004, so it has been a long path to Ring 
number two.

The plan to pair Pappano and Kosky 
was conceived by Oliver Mears, the 
Royal Opera�s director of opera, even 
before he took up his job in 2017. The 
Australian Kosky, former intendant at 
the Komische Oper Berlin, comes with 
huge experience. Audiences in the UK 
know him from a couple of big hits at 
Glyndebourne, Saul and this summer�s 
Dialogues des CarmØlites, but may feel 
more nervous after his Royal Opera Car-
men, featuring a gorilla, and putting 
Siegfried in a Superman costume in his 
Hanover Ring.

�I knew that Kosky�s interaction with 
Wagner had been complex for a number 
of reasons,� says Mears, �but I was confi-
dent we would get a Ring that wasn�t
literal or banal, was deeply thought
and poetic, but also, when it needed to 
be, irreverent.

�That combination of qualities is 
shared between the two of them, in that 
they both utterly live and breathe thea-
tre. We have all spent tedious hours 
watching performances of Wagner and 

that is absolutely not going to happen 
with Tony and Barrie. Then again, get-
ting them together in the same room, 
and getting this Ring into the schedule, 
took about two years.�

One agreed aim was to cast singers 
who would be playing their roles for the 
first time. Wotan will be Christopher 
Maltman, who has never sung a full 
cycle. There will be a new Brünnhilde, 
yet to be named, and in Das Rheingold, 
Loge, Froh, Donner and the Rhinemaid-
ens are all first-timers. Pappano says 
they were keen to find singers who are 
fresh and have �a wanderlust, a desire to 
explore with the team�.

Inevitably, the weight of expectation 
with a new Ring is huge. �It is,� says 

Mears, �the project by which every great 
opera house is measured, for its sense of 
ambition, its standards and what the 
company has to say about the world and 
about the art of opera as it is now.� 

He points to a group of pictures 
behind him from Covent Garden�s Ring 
of 1892, which was conducted by 
Mahler. �Imagine hearing Mahler 
conduct the Ring in this same theatre,� 
says Mears. �An audience here expects 
the best.�

For Pappano, this Ring will provide a 
climax to 22 years of dedicated service 
to the Royal Opera. He says he is looking 
forward to taking over as chief conduc-
tor of the London Symphony Orchestra, 
where he hopes to offer concert per-
formances of opera as he has done with 
the Orchestra dell�Accademia Nazionale 
di Santa Cecilia in Rome.

Another opera-house post is a bigger 
question. �I doubt I will be music direc-
tor in another house,� he says. �You 
never say never, but I have been doing 
this for many years, and the time and 
dedication needed to keep a big ship like 
this afloat takes a lot out of you.�

What would he like to see as his leg-
acy? �I would like to say that I never 
�phoned it in�. My love for opera, and my 
fascination with it, are the same as when 
I walked in the door in August 2002. The 
orchestra is an amazing instrument 
now, so much more specific in what they 
do and aware of the drama in the music, 
which is important. Opera, after all, is a 
night out at the theatre.�

�Das Rheingold� opens on September 11, 
roh.org.uk

Stepping back into the Ring 
Antonio Pappano | The conductor is taking on the Everest of opera just as he leaves Covent Garden after 22 years � and wants it to be compelling theatre too. By Richard Fairman
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