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Saudi Arabia is pushing the UK, Japan 
and Italy to allow it to become a full 
partner in the landmark next-
generation fighter jet project that the 
three countries agreed in December.

The request, confirmed by five senior 
officials in London, Tokyo and Rome, 
has already created strains within the 
tri-nation alliance. The UK and Italy are 
open to Saudi membership but Japan is 
firmly opposed.

The Global Combat Air Programme, 
which seeks to deliver a highly 

advanced and exportable combat air-
craft by 2035, was a significant advance 
for all three signatories, particularly 
Japan, which had historically restricted 
defence exports and never collaborated 
on a programme of this scale.

Efforts by Saudi Arabia to join GCAP 
have intensified significantly in recent 
weeks, according to officials in London 
and Tokyo. Those included a direct 
request to Prime Minister Fumio Kish-
ida when he met Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman in Jeddah in July.

Saudi membership would involve a 
significant financial contribution to a 
project whose costs are estimated in the 
tens of billions of dollars, said people 

briefed on the matter. While talks 
remained at an early stage, the Saudi 
proposal could include an offer to con-
tribute engineering expertise, they said.

A senior British defence source said: 
“We see Saudi Arabia as a key partner in 
the fighter programme and we are 
working to ensure strong progress as 
soon as possible.”

Japan overturned its decades-long 
ban on arms exports in 2014. But Japa-
nese officials say adding Saudi Arabia to 
the mix would complicate discussions 
on to whom Tokyo can sell its arms. 

Despite Italy and the UK’s tentative 
support for Saudi membership, people 
briefed on the matter said it came with 

substantial caveats. Those include 
doubts over whether Riyadh would 
have anything significant to offer on the 
technological side. There are greater 
concerns over security, already a source 
of friction within the existing alliance. 

For Riyadh, interest in GCAP follows 
delays in obtaining a second tranche of 
Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft from the 
UK. Germany, one of four partners in 
the Eurofighter consortium, imp osed an 
arms embargo on the kingdom in 2018. 
Berlin said last month it had no immedi-
ate plans to back delivery. 

Germany’s stance threatens to stymie 
a follow-on order for more Typhoons 
promised to Saudi Arabia in 2018.

Saudis push to join fighter jet club
3 Tri-nation advanced aircraft project 3 Italy and UK open to request 3 Japan firmly opposed

Paradise lost
Hawaii reels
from disaster
Authorities on the Hawaiian island of 
Maui warned yesterday that the death 
toll from deadly wildfires was set to rise 
as workers began to search through 
burnt-out homes and businesses.

By morning locally the number of 
dead had risen to at least 55 after one of 
the worst fires of its kind in modern US 
history ripped through the popular sea-
side tourist town of Lahaina. 

Blazes were still burning across Maui. 
Richard Bissen, mayor of Maui County, 
told NBC that the death toll “could go 
up”, while Hawaii governor Josh Green 
said the fire was likely to be “the largest 
natural disaster in the state’s history”. 
Death tally climbs page 2
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The recovery in business travel has 
stalled this year amid record price rises 
for premium flights and growing pres-
sure on big companies to cut their car-
bon emissions. 

Europe’s three major airline groups 
reported a drop in the rate of recovery in 
corporate travel in their most recent 
earnings, while bookings at US airlines 
have flatlined over the past year. 

According to data from the Global 
Business Travel Association and CWT, a 
business travel and meetings company, 
the average premium class air fare has 
risen from $3,666 in 2019 to $4,395 this 
year. Recent price rises are the highest 
on record, they said.

Robin Hayes, chief executive of Jet-

Blue, said in the US airline’s results call 
this month that the industry was now 
operating “in a world where business 
travel may not be coming back”. 

British Airways owner IAG, Air 
France-KLM and Lufthansa said book-
ings from corporate customers were 
between 60 and 70 per cent of pre-
pandemic levels in the second quarter, a 
decline from the first three months of 
the year, according to calculations from 
analysts at Bernstein.

IAG chief executive Luis Gallego told 
analysts “things are not improving 
recently” for corporate travel, and that 
booking volumes had “plateaued”, 
although he highlighted signs of a 
stronger second half of the year. The 
bosses of Air France-KLM and 
Lufthansa said they had written off a full 
recovery in domestic business travel.

Across the Atlantic, the post-pandemic 

recovery has typically outpaced Europe, 
but business travel bookings at US air-
lines have stagnated at 75 per cent of 
2019 levels since spring 2022, according 
to analysts at Melius Research. 

Paul Abbott, chief executive of Amer-
ican Express Global Business Travel, 
said multinationals had been slower to 
bring back business travel than smaller 
companies, where demand has recov-
ered to 86 per cent of 2019 levels, com-
pared with 70 per cent for larger groups. 

Some big companies have cut back on 
travel to reduce their carbon emissions.

Corporate travel is worth $1.2tn a 
year, according to AmexGBT, and is crit-
ical to many airlines and hotel groups. 

“It’s clear that rising costs and pricing 
pressures will likely continue to be a sig-
nificant factor in business travel for the 
foreseeable future,” said Suzanne Neu-
fang, GBTA chief executive.

Business class revival stalls as premium 
flights cost more and carbon curbs bite
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The methane belched out by Ireland’s 
cows is putting the country’s climate 
targets at risk and the government has 
a drastic solution. On a lush island 
where the beasts are a constant of the 
pastoral landscape and archaeological 
remains show dairying has been 
carried out for 6,000 years, ministers 
want to cull 200,000 of them. Though 
farming makes up 40 per cent of Irish 
emissions, dairy farmers and a sector 
worth €13.1bn a year feel victimised.
Mass cull i PAGE 3

Climate goals force Ireland 
to question its sacred cow

Cheap, addictive, available 
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Homes and buildings razed to the ground in Lahaina on the island of Maui after fires that began burning on Tuesday — Patrick T. Fallon/AFP via Getty Image
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a small foothold on the eastern bank, 
but the governor of Russian-occupied 
Kherson, Vladimir Saldo, said Ukraine’s 
forces were “eliminated” there on July 1.

Michael Clarke, a military expert and 
former head of the Royal United Serv-
ices Institute, said the raids were appar-
ently seeking to establish small pockets 
of Ukrainian forces that could then be 
used for a broader attack to clear Rus-
sian forces from the southern east bank.

“We don’t know exactly what the axis 
of their attack is going to be, but all of 
the signs are — and there could be some 
grand deception in this — they want to 
go south of Orikhiv towards Tokmak 
and Melitopol,” he said, referring to 
Ukraine’s current offensive push in 
southern Zaporizhzhia, north-east of 
where the raids are taking place.  

Drawing more Russian troops into 
defending Kherson could shore up 
Ukraine’s positions elsewhere, particu-
larly further east, where Kyiv hopes to 

sever a land bridge to Russian-occupied 
Crimea.

This week several Russian military 
bloggers said there had been skirmishes 
in areas where the Dnipro constitutes 
the front line, with one asserting that 
Ukrainian forces managed to advance 
800 metres through Russian defences 
near the town of Kozachi Laheri. “One 
objective was set [this week] and it was 
executed but we can’t here and now say 
what exactly it was,” said Hanna Maliar, 
Ukraine’s deputy defence minister.

The Institute for the Study of War 
confirmed the skirmishes based on data 
from Nasa, the US space agency. In a 
report on Tuesday, the think-tank said 
Ukrainian forces appeared to have con-
ducted a “limited raid” across the Dni-
pro but it “remains unclear whether 
Ukrainian troops have established an 
enduring presence on the east bank”.

Elsewhere, over the more than 
1,000km of frontline positions where 

intense battles are playing out, Ukraine 
is continuing to launch attacks despite 
the strength of Russian defences, which 
include heavily mined territory and 
extensive networks of trenches.

Maliar said on Wednesday Ukraine 
had made additional moderate gains in 
the south and east of the country, where 
troops were trying to liberate about 18 
per cent of territory still occupied by 
Russia. Ukraine’s army, she said, contin-
ued to “conduct offensive actions on the 
southern flank” of the eastern bombed-
out city of Bakhmut, where it is trying to 
semi-encircle Russian troops who cap-
tured it after a nine-month assault.

“The main direction of the enemy 
offensive remains the Kupyansk direc-
tion,” she said, referring to the city in 
north-eastern parts of Ukraine liber-
ated last autumn in an unexpected 
counteroffensive. “Here the enemy has 
formed an offensive group and is trying 
to move forward, but without success.” 

Counteroffensive. Strategy

Foray across Dnipro tests Russian forces

ROMAN OLEARCHYK AND ISOBEL KOSHIW 
KYIV

Elite Ukrainian troops carried out a dar-
ing raid this week across the Dnipro 
river on enemy positions in Russian-
occupied territory near the southern 
city of Kherson.

Ukraine has carried out sporadic 
raids, often under cover of darkness, 
across the river that functions as a 
southern front line. But the latest foray 
appears to form part of a counteroffen-
sive strategy to pin down Russian forces 
and create multiple bridgeheads for a 
broader attack, analysts say.

It came as Kyiv’s allies grow increas-
ingly restless about the limited progress 
of Ukrainian attempts to penetrate
fortified enemy defences and make size-
able gains in occupied territories.

“The Ukrainian armed forces will be 
hoping the Kherson raid puts the Rus-
sians in a dilemma about whether 
Ukraine is going to do something more 
significant in Kherson or . . . draw off 
Russian reserves,” said Mick Ryan, a 
retired Australian Army major-general 
and military strategist. 

He said both sides were “trying to find 
weaknesses in their adversary”, keep 
their opponents guessing and lure them 
into diverting resources away from 
where a major strike could take place.

Ukrainian forces began their renewed 
offensive in June south of Zaporizhzhia 
city but have been carrying out raids 
across the Dnipro since the autumn. 

By June 6, the night before the Nova 
Kakhovka dam burst and flooded the 
surrounding area, Ukrainian forces 
were stationed on islands in the river 
and Russian military bloggers feared 
Kyiv was preparing a big assault — but 
Russian drone footage from the day the 
dam burst shows Ukrainians fleeing on 
boats back to Kyiv-controlled Kherson.

A few weeks later, Ukraine troops 
crossed the river near the Antonivsky 
bridge north of Kherson city, where they 
dug in for at least a week. Analysts at US-
based think-tank the Institute for the 
Study of War raised the possibility that 
some Ukrainians may have maintained 

Raid by Ukraine troops seems 

designed to create bridgeheads 

for broader attack on enemy 

Biden 
ordered 
federal 
aid to 
supplement 
state and 
local 
recovery 
efforts

On the attack:
a Ukrainian 
soldier operates 
a combat drone 
in the 
Zaporizhzhia 
area last week 
Dmytro Smoliyenko/
Ukrinform/ABAC
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Economists are wrong to believe a 
€1bn-plus cruise ship was mainly 
behind pulling the French economy 
out of its recent rut in the quarter to 
June, the country’s statistics office said.

The delivery of the MSC Euribia from 
the Chantiers de l’Atlantique shipyard 
on France’s west coast in May led to a 
surge in the country’s exports. Many 
economists assumed this was the main 
reason for France’s stronger than fore-
cast quarterly gross domestic product 
growth of 0.5 per cent, which gave the 
overall eurozone a much-needed uplift.

However, national statistics office 
Insee said the boost to exports on deliv-
ery of the 331-metre ship was almost off-
set by a corresponding reduction in its 
value from French inventories, as is 
standard practice in such cases.

“The contribution to GDP from this 
activity goes through production, which 
is recorded gradually over the project, 
about two years, and contributes to a 
gradual increase in inventories,” Insee 
said. “On delivery to the owner, there is 
an export and a decrease in stock.”

The high value of the cruise ship, esti-
mated by Insee to be worth more than 
0.2 percentage points of quarterly 
French GDP, helped lift exports of trans-
port equipment 11.2 per cent from the 
previous three months. 

This contributed to quarterly growth 
in French exports of 2.6 per cent and 
prompted several economists to cite the 
delivery as the main reason why the 
eurozone’s second-largest economy had 
exceeded the quarterly growth rate of 
0.1 per cent they had forecast, when 
Insee released the figures last month.

“On our reading of the data, French 
GDP was indeed somewhat boosted by 
transport equipment exports,” Mariana 
Monteiro, an economist at France’s big-
gest bank, BNP Paribas, said this week.

“As well as the cruise ship, there was 
also some contribution from a recovery 
in Airbus exports,” she added, estimat-
ing that these combined added about 
0.3 to 0.4 percentage points to French 
quarterly GDP growth. Cruise ship 
deliveries were “erratic” so would not 
provide “a sustained boost” to GDP even 
if more were due in coming years.

Jim Reid, a research strategist at Deut-

sche Bank, told clients that French GDP 
numbers were “distorted by the deliv-
ery of a cruise ship”. 

Claus Vistesen, an economist at 
research group Pantheon Macroeco-
nomics, said he had discussed the issue 
with Insee and he still thought it was “a 
pretty straightforward case of a one-off 
rise in exports adding a boost to GDP 
growth, holding other things equal”. 

Net foreign trade added 0.7 percent-
age points to French GDP in the most 
recent quarter, but a drop in inventories 
deducted only 0.1 percentage points. 

Vistesen said this was “a big surprise”, as 
“falling inventories didn’t offset the rise 
in net goods trade”, adding that “Insee is 
hoisted on its own petard here”.

But Insee said the impact of deducting 
the MSC Euribia from inventories was 
partially masked by a surge in coking 
and refining stocks after these 
rebounded following strikes earlier in 
the year.

Some economists have changed their 
minds about the cruise ship’s impact, 
such as Jack Allen-Reynolds at consult-
ant Capital Economics. He initially 
wrote that the rebound of the whole 
eurozone, with quarterly growth of 0.3 
per cent after six months of near stagna-
tion, was “largely due to a huge increase 
in Ireland’s GDP and the export of a 
cruise ship from France”.

But he added he later concluded the 
MSC Euribia’s contribution to GDP “will 
have been much smaller than the im -
pact on France’s gross exports” because 
of its offsetting deduction from invento-
ries. He said this made France’s latest 
quarterly expansion of 0.5 per cent from 
two consecutive quarters of 0.1 per cent 
growth “all the more surprising”.

Statistics Office

France sinks myth of cruise ship boost for economy

Buoyant: the Euribia made a gradual 
but ultimately small contribution

ATTRACTA MOONEY

At least 55 people have been killed and 
hundreds are missing after one of the 
deadliest wildfires in modern US history 
tore across the Hawaiian island of Maui.

US president Joe Biden declared a 
major disaster in the wake of the fires, 
which began on Tuesday and have 
engulfed the historical town of Lahaina 
in the popular tourist destination.

Firefighters are still battling multiple 
blazes across the island, which have 
destroyed homes and businesses. The 
fires were fanned by strong winds from 
Hurricane Dora, passing hundreds of 

miles south of Hawaii, and were exacer-
bated by dry conditions. 

The Maui County mayor’s office said 
on Thursday evening there were 55 con-
firmed deaths, up from 36 on Wednes-
day. 

Hawaii governor Josh Green said the 
wildfires were “likely the largest natural 
disaster in the state’s history”. 

Biden ordered federal aid to supple-
ment state and local recovery efforts in 
the areas affected by wildfires, which 
include western parts of the island as 
well as inland areas. 

The Hawaiian fires follow an unusu-
ally active wildfire season in the north-
ern hemisphere, with fires raging in 
Canada for almost four months. Smoke 
from the Canadian fires, which have so 
far burnt more than 13mn hectares of 
boreal forests, descended on New York 

and other US cities earlier this summer.
The fires on Maui broke out on the 

same day that scientists confirmed July 
as the hottest month on record. 

Thomas Smith, associate professor in 
environmental geography at the Lon-
don School of Economics and Political 
Science, said that while wildfires were 
not unusual in Hawaii, the current fires 
were “burning a greater area than usual, 
and the fire behaviour is extreme, with 
fast spread rates and large flames”.

He said that vegetation in the lowland 
areas of Maui was “particularly parched 
this year”, because of below average pre-
cipitation in the spring and little rainfall 
this summer.

He added that temperatures in the US 
state had been above average, particu-
larly overnight temperatures. 

“This is important because low

relative humidity drives more extreme 
fire behaviour, and if relative humidity 
remains low overnight, the fires become 
difficult to control and can spread for 
multiple days,” he said.

Katharine Hayhoe, chief scientist at 
the Nature Conservancy, wrote in a 
tweet: “Climate change doesn’t usually 
start the fires; but it intensifies them, 
increasing the area they burn and mak-
ing them much more dangerous.”

On Thursday morning local time, offi-
cials said the fire in Lahaina, which had 
been left without power, was 80 per cent 
contained. Tourists in the town, once 
Hawaii’s royal capital, had been forced 
to jump into the sea and tread water for 
hours to escape the flames. 

More than 11,000 people were with-
out power across Maui yesterday morn-
ing, according to Poweroutage.com.
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White House unveils ban on some 
US investment in China tech sectors

The Biden administration will ban some US invest-
ment into China’s quantum computing, advanced 
chips and artificial intelligence sectors, as it boosts 
efforts to stop the Chinese military from accessing 
American technology and capital.

The executive order unveiled by President Joe 
Biden on Wednesday comes into force next year and 
will also require companies to notify the government 
of other investments in the three Chinese sectors.

The action will largely affect private equity and 
venture capital firms as well as US investors in joint 
ventures with Chinese groups. A US official said it 
would create a “very targeted” programme focusing 
on the three sectors the administration has also 
marked in other tech-related moves aimed at China.

Ukraine president Volodymyr Zelenskyy ordered 
the sacking of all the country’s regional army recruit-
ment chiefs after investigators discovered officials 
had been taking bribes to allow people to avoid the 
military draft on medical grounds.

Despite the patriotic fervour after Russia’s full-
scale invasion, some men are desperate to escape the 
military call-up and are willing to pay to get out of it.

Men aged 18-60 have been banned from leaving 
the country since martial law was introduced in
February 2022, but draft exemptions exist. A gov-
ernment investigation uncovered corruption at 
recruitment centres in 11 different regions. Many 
draft dodgers were asked to pay $6,000 for a medical 
certificate granting them an exemption.

Gender politics of ‘Barbie’ earns film 
ban in conservative parts of Mideast

Italy blunder on windfall tax raises 
questions about Meloni’s credibility 

The Italian government’s blunder over a windfall tax 
on banks inflicted damage to Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni’s effort to project herself as a fiscally respon-
sible steward of her country’s economy.

A partial rollback of the measure on Tuesday night 
helped bank shares recover some of their lost ground 
after a precipitous drop, but the tumultuous episode 
hit the reputation of Meloni’s rightwing coalition.

Since taking power in October, she has sought to 
reassure apprehensive financial markets that she 
would be a safe pair of hands. But the chaotic attempt 
to impose a windfall tax on banks’ net interest 
income raised questions about Meloni’s understand-
ing of the market ramifications of populist policies.

Barbie fans take photographs of a promotion in Dubai. 
However, the film has been banned in parts of the 
Middle East over themes including gender, feminism 
and sexuality. Kuwait said it promoted alien beliefs. 

Zelenskyy sacks regional army 
chiefs after draft-dodging exposed

Maui 

Hawaii wildfires death tally climbs 
Firefighters battle blazes 
fanned by strong winds 
from Hurricane Dora
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54,000 jobs and brought in a record 
€6.8bn in exports in 2022.

“This is Ireland’s biggest native indus-
try, full stop,” said Conor Mulvihill, 
director of Dairy Industry Ireland, 
which represents producers, manufac-
turers and specialised nutrition firms. 
Ireland has 18,000 dairy farmers, many 
of them in small rural co-operatives.

The drastic plan was laid out in a gov-
ernment document obtained by the 
Irish Independent newspaper in May 
under a freedom of information 
request. It has not yet been approved or 
made public policy. 

Not only would it hammer a profita-
ble industry that supplies 130 markets 
and that Ireland maintains is very effi-
cient in emissions terms, Mulvihill said 
it would risk more of the world’s milk, 
butter and cheese coming from coun-
tries with worse records than Ireland.

If anyone had to cut their herd num-
bers, though, it should be dairy produc-
ers, argued Tony Tuohy, a former dairy 
farmer turned beef producer who keeps 
90 heifers on his farm in Dromkeen, 
County Limerick. 

Beef herds have already contracted by 
almost a quarter in the past decade, 

according to the ICBF, and Tuohy said 
beef farmers “barely make enough to 
get by”. Dairy is far more profitable and 
herd sizes have ballooned since 2015, 
when EU quotas — introduced in 1984 to 
end surpluses that led to butter moun-
tains and milk lakes — were scrapped. 
“That blew the dam away. It left every-
one producing what they liked and let 
the herd get too big,” Tuohy said.

Ireland’s Agriculture and Food Devel-
opment Authority (Teagasc) said that 
targets could be hit if farmers adopted 
new methods — as Maher has been 
doing — fast and on a large scale. A 14 
per cent fall in nitrogen fertiliser use was 
a big driver of the fall in 2022 emissions. 

Teagasc predicts that overall cattle 
numbers will naturally trend down, to 
6.8mn cows in 2030. If farmers also 
adopted new technology significantly, 
emissions would fall to 17mn tonnes by 
2030, roughly meeting the sector’s 
17.25mn goal, the agency found. 

Karl Richards, acting head of the Tea-
gasc Climate Centre, said large herd 
reductions should be a “last resort” in 
reaching those goals. If the herd size fell 
to 6.5mn, emissions could fall still fur-
ther, to 16.4mn tonnes, Richards said. 

“By combining high adoption rate[s] 
with slight reductions in the herd, we 
can achieve the targets,” he said.

Pat McCormack, president of the Irish 
Creamery Milk Suppliers Association, 
saw potential in a voluntary herd reduc-
tion scheme as suggested by a panel set 
up by the agriculture ministry last year.

Under the proposal, farmers would 
receive a payment of €3,000 per cow, 
adding up to almost€200mn a year. But 
McCormack said nothing had been con-
firmed, adding: “If there’s no budget, 
what are we talking about?”

The agriculture ministry said officials 
“are currently working to explore” the 
reduction proposal further. Elections 
are due within 18 months and parties 
will be keen to court the powerful rural 
vote, according to analysts.

But according to Marie Donnelly, 
chair of the Climate Change Advisory 
Council, “agriculture is not the bogey-
man. Quite honestly, our single biggest 
challenge right now here in Ireland is 
transport.” Ireland’s transport emis-
sions rose 6 per cent last year.

But for Maher, one thing is clear: “If 
we want to sell our image as a green 
country, we need to do more.”

Call for change: 
Tony Tuohy, a 
beef producer 
who keeps 90 
heifers on his 
farm in 
Dromkeen, 
thinks dairy 
producers 
should cut herd 
numbers 
Robert Stothard/FT

‘The media 
portray us 
as climate 
killers and 
climate 
deniers. 
We are the 
first to see 
climate 
change’

JUDE WEBBER — CAPPAMORE

Gearóid Maher, a fifth-generation Irish 
dairy farmer, stands in what looks like a 
field of weeds. He has planted the chic-
ory, plantain, brassica, kale leaves and 
clover deliberately, to reduce his farm’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Yet he feels dairy farmers like him are 
being unfairly blamed as Ireland strug-
gles to a make a dent in its ambitious cli-
mate targets.

Ireland’s cows — which belch out 
methane, the gas responsible for more 
than a quarter of global warming — are 
the country’s worst climate offender.

That has prompted the government 
to float proposals to cull almost 200,000 
dairy cows over the next three years. 
The island has 7.1mn cattle, of which 
1.6mn are being used for dairy.

The drastic prospect was seen as a 
way to help achieve a tough 25 per cent 
cut in agricultural emissions by 2030. 
Ireland had by far the largest rise in 
greenhouse gas emissions in the EU in 
the last quarter of 2022 compared with 
the same period in 2021, and has the 
worst methane emissions per capita in 
the bloc.

Maher’s multi-species fields are one of 
the ways he is slashing emissions on his 
210-acre farm in Cappamore in County 
Limerick in south-west Ireland. He has 
also halved the use of nitrogen fertilisers 
and cut out pesticides.

“There’s no chemical sprays or ferti-
lisers. This is ready for grazing,” he says. 

Farming makes up almost 40 per cent 
of all emissions on an island famous for 
its grass-fed dairy and beef. The Irish 
government has set a target of reducing 
the nation’s overall emissions by 51 per 
cent by the end of the decade, en route 
to its goal of net zero by 2050. 

Progress is slow. Overall carbon emis-
sions in Ireland fell just 1.9 per cent last 
year, according to Ireland’s Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. Farming managed 
a cut of only 1.2 per cent, although that 
was a swing from 2021, when agricultural 
emissions rose 3.6 per cent.

The independent Climate Change 
Advisory Council warned last month 
that Ireland stood no chance of hitting 
its overall targets “unless urgent action 
is taken immediately”.

Dairy farmers — they have increased 
herd numbers by 38 per cent in the past 
decade, according to the Irish Cattle 
Breeding Federation — feel they are 
being blamed. 

“It’s almost like there’s a bull’s eye on 
our backs,” said Maher, 38, who has 110 
cows. “The media portray us as climate 
killers and climate deniers. We are the 
first to see climate change. We are doing 
our bit to change things.”

Cows are a constant of the pastoral 
landscape on a lush island where 
archaeological remains show dairying 
has been carried out for 6,000 years. 

The dairy industry is worth €13.1bn a 
year to the Irish economy, supports 

INTERNATIONAL

Ireland considers cow cull in bid to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Plan laid out in government document irritates dairy industry that is vital to economy

MYLES MCCORMICK — HOUSTON

The Biden administration is granting 
$1.2bn to projects to strip carbon diox-
ide out of the atmosphere in a bet on a 
nascent technology that it hopes will be 
key to achieving its net zero goals. 

The US Department of Energy said yes-
terday it had chosen two “direct air cap-
ture” hub developments in Texas and 
Louisiana as recipients for the funding, 
one of which is being built by oil com-
pany Occidental Petroleum. The 
projects will be the biggest of their kind. 

The White House hopes the grants 
will help to commercialise the capture 
process, driving down costs and spur-
ring a buildout across the US as Presi-
dent Joe Biden looks to decarbonise the 
economy by mid-century. 

“These hubs are going to help us prove 
out the potential of this game-changing 
technology so that others can follow,” 
said Jennifer Granholm, US energy sec-
retary. The news comes as the president 
tours the US to tout his “Bidenomics” 
programme of huge federal spending 
and tax breaks for clean tech projects. 

The investment is a win for Occiden-
tal, backed by Warren Buffett’s Berk-
shire Hathaway, which is betting that 
carbon management will play a big role 
in global decarbonisation efforts. The 
company was the S&P 500’s best per-
former last year with $12.5bn in profits. 

Vicki Hollub, Occidental chief execu-
tive, said the selection of Occidental’s 
project in Texas was an endorsement of 
its “readiness, technical maturity and 
. . . ability . . . to move this technology 
forward so it can reach its full potential”.

The investments would “position the 
US as the location to demonstrate the 
commercial viability of direct-air cap-
ture and climate-relevant scale”. 

Direct air capture sucks already emit-
ted CO₂ out of the air to be buried under-
ground or reused in building materials, 
agricultural products or fuels, rather 
than contribute to global warming by 
lingering in the atmosphere. 

The International Energy Agency has 
said the technology will play “an impor-
tant and growing role” in setting the 
world on track to net zero. But it is not 
proven at scale and some environmen-
talists worry it will slow the transition to 
cleaner forms of energy.

Fewer than 30 DAC plants had been 
commissioned globally, said the IEA, 
with only six being built. The largest is 
due online in Iceland next year to 
remove 36,000 tonnes of CO₂ from the 
atmosphere a year. Global CO₂ emiss -
ions rose last year to about 37bn tonnes. 

The funding is the first tranche of a 
$3.5bn pot for four DAC hubs under the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law passed in 
2021. The package represents the larg-
est investment in such carbon removal. 

Both developments are aiming to 
build plants capable of capturing an ini-
tial 1mn tonnes a year of CO₂. 

Net zero push

US bets $1.2bn 
on technology 
that sucks 
carbon
from the air

NIC FILDES  — SYDNEY
SAMUEL AGINI — LONDON

The sold-out World Cup clash between 
Australia and France today is set to 
become one of the most viewed 
matches in the sport-obsessed nation’s 
history, the latest high-water mark for 
women’s football as its showpiece tour-
nament reaches the closing stages.

The quarterfinal will be played before a 
capacity crowd in Brisbane, but it will 
also be beamed live around Australia, as 
well as the Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
Sydney’s Olympic Park and other are-
nas associated with the country’s more 
traditional sports of rugby and cricket. 

The day’s Australian Rules Football 
games have been rescheduled to avoid a 
clash with a sporting event being billed 
as the most consequential in Australia 
since the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

Gen Dohrmann, president of Women 
Sport Australia, a sporting advocacy 
body, said the “phenomenal” success of 
the tournament, co-hosted with neigh-
bour New Zealand, underscored the 
broad-based and growing appeal of 
women’s football. 

“The broadcast trends are blowing 
other sports out of the water,” she said. 
“People are waking up to the fact that 
women’s sports aren’t just for females. A 
lot of those stigmas are being turned on 
their head.”

Ahead of the World Cup, the ninth 
instalment of a quadrennial tourna-
ment first played in 1991, market 
research group Euromonitor Interna-
tional forecast that it would draw more 

than 2bn broadcast viewers, up from 
1.1bn at the last event held in France.

It is also expected to bring in $300mn 
of sponsorship revenue for Fifa, foot-
ball’s world governing body, according 
to analytics group GlobalData. Gianni 
Infantino, Fifa president, has said he 
expected the World Cup to generate 
about $500mn of revenue, allowing the 
governing body to break even on the 
tournament. 

It is not just Australian fans who have 
tuned in. The World Cup has broken 
broadcast records outside the host 
nations. An average 6.4mn fans watch -
ed the 1-1 draw between the Nether-
lands and the US on Fox, a record view-
ership for a women’s group stage match 
in the US. 

The BBC said more than 5mn televi-
sion viewers watched England beat 
Nigeria on penalties, with a further 
2.6mn streaming, the highest figures yet 
in the UK. Almost 54mn in China 
watched their country’s 6-1 loss against 
England in the group stages.

The success of the Matildas, as the 
Australian women’s team is known, had 
provided a “unifying moment” for the 
country, said Craig Foster, a former Aus-
tralian men’s international, now a 
sports broadcaster.

He said that the huge support among 
immigrant communities in Australia for 
many of the teams, such as Colombia, 
Ireland and Brazil, alongside the vora-
cious backing for the home side, had 
been the hallmark of the event.

“It used to be the immigrant game 
played by people who happened to be 

time difference and the distance and 
cost for international tourists.

More than 500,000 fans have also 
watched games from the “fan zones” 
which have been set up in city centres. 
That has had a knock-on effect in pro-
moting the game to new fans, especially 
in expatriate communities drawn to the 
events. 

Rena Baba, a 24-year-old from Japan, 
was among those watching yesterday 
evening’s quarterfinal against Sweden 
at the fanzone in Sydney. While she had 
not been particularly interested before, 
Baba noted she felt a sense of “empow-
erment” from the game, despite her 
team’s 2-1 loss, and was “inspired” by 
the performance of the Nadeshiko, as the 
Japanese team are known. 

Stina Norlander, a masters student in 
Sydney, celebrated with a pocket of 
Swedish fans, some of whom had trav-
elled to Australia for the tournament 
despite their early games being held in 
New Zealand. “I would love to see Swe-
den play Australia in the final.”

With traditional heavyweights inc lu -
ding the US, Germany, Canada and Nor-
way eliminated from the tournament, a 
first-time winner is guaranteed, increas-
ing the stakes for the remaining teams.

If Australia are able to overcome a tal-
ented French side, the prospect of a last-
four clash with arch sporting rivals Eng-
land would propel the women’s game in 
the country to yet another level, accord-
ing to Foster. “It’s going to blow TVs up 
across the country,” he said.
Person in the News see Opinion
Chelsea plays long game see Companies

Women’s sport

World Cup football frenzy breaks out in Australia

down on the riots. Prosecutors took 
about five weeks to clarify the circum-
stances around Bendriss’s death, 
enough to move ahead with the prelimi-
nary charges against the three officers. 

Prosecutors said surveillance footage 
showed that Bendriss, who was riding a 
scooter, was trying to steal a bag from 
another man who had looted goods 
from the Foot Locker store nearby and 
was shot as he sought to flee from police. 

“Additional investigation must still be 
carried out in particular as to whether 
the conditions were met for police to use 
their so-called intermediary weapons in 
this way, and whether the response was 
proportional,” prosecutors said.

The three officers, who are part of an 
elite Raid unit that usually handles hos-
tage or terrorist situations rather than 
maintaining public order, will not be 
held in pre-trial detention while the 
investigation against them moves 
ahead. In contrast, in the Merzouk case, 
an officer is being held in pre-trial 
detention while he faces preliminary 
charges of voluntary homicide, which 
he has denied. 

Arié Alimi, a lawyer representing 
Bendriss’s widow, said in an interview 
that they welcomed the decision by 
prosecutors to file preliminary charges 
because it “recognised that the police 
shot at Mohamed when he was not caus-
ing them any danger”. But he criticised 
the disclosure of the alleged theft and 
promised to file a defamation suit 
against the prosecutors. 

Marseille

French police officers charged 
over man’s death during riots 
LEILA ABBOUD — PARIS  

Prosecutors in France have filed pre-
liminary charges against three police 
officers in Marseille in connection with 
the death of a 27-year-old man during 
riots that rocked the country in July.

The three officers were suspected of 
“armed assault that led to the uninten-
tional death” of Mohamed Bendriss, 
prosecutors said in a statement on 

Thursday, because they allegedly shot 
him with a so-called LBD gun that fires 
rubber balls, as officers responded to 
looting at a Foot Locker store. 

The incident was the only death that 
occurred in clashes with police in the 
aftermath of the fatal shooting by them 
of 17-year-old Nahel Merzouk at a traffic 
stop that went wrong outside Paris. 

The death sparked a week of unrest 
across France. In many cities and towns, 
including Paris, Lille and Marseille, the 
protests escalated into looting and riot-
ing that the mass deployment of 40,000 
police officers struggled to contain. 

Since then about a dozen investiga-
tions have been opened by the police’s 
internal disciplinary body to examine 
alleged wrongdoing during the crack-

Widow’s lawyer claims the 
‘police shot at Mohamed 
when he was not causing 
them any danger’

here but weren’t seen as Australian,” he 
said of football’s history in a country 
where it traditionally struggled to com-
pete with more established sports. 

But the success of the diverse Matil-
das, who are seeking to secure a semi-
final place against European champions 
England or Colombia, had delivered 
huge benefits to the social cohesion of 
Australia, with stars such as Sam Kerr 
and Mary Fowler becoming household 
names. “That’s the biggest takeaway 
from this tournament,” Foster said. “It’s 
not about getting a ball into a net. It’s 
[now] the Australian game; it’s the true 
face of Australia.”

The frenzy for the event has extended 
beyond the TV screen with a record 
1.7mn tickets sold. That has helped dis-
pel fears that holding the tournament in 
the Pacific region would quell interna-
tional interest in the event due to the 

Success: Katrina Gorry on the ball in 
Australia’s 2-0 defeat of Denmark
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JOSEPH COTTERILL — JOHANNESBURG  

South Africa’s president Cyril Ram-
aphosa has approved a pardon for his 
predecessor Jacob Zuma as part of a 
“special remission” that also released 
thousands of other prisoners, the latest 
twist in a legal case that has tested the 
country’s rule of law.

The 81-year-old former president was 
handed a 15-month prison sentence in 
2021 for defying an investigation into 
systematic corruption of state institu-
tions during his rule, but was later 
released on medical grounds.

Zuma briefly returned to a prison in 
the state of KwaZulu-Natal yesterday 
but was released later under a scheme 
whereby Ramaphosa “approved the 
remission of non-violent offenders in 
South Africa”, the Department of Cor-
rectional Services said.

Ramaphosa granted the pardon to 
almost 10,000 prisoners because of 
overcrowding, and the need to protect 
inmates from health risks and a “surge 
in gangsterism”, the department added.

But critics noted how the block par-
don came just as the prisons service was 
due to decide on whether Zuma should 
return to jail, after the highest court last 
month upheld a ruling that the correc-
tional department had wrongly granted 
him medical parole in 2021.

The Zuma sentencing saga has shone 
a light on the rule of law in South Africa 
and Ramaphosa’s promises to arrest the 
country’s decline after the rot known as 

the years of “state capture”. An inquiry 
into the scandal, in which the powerful 
Gupta business family was accused of 
using a friendship with the former presi-
dent to loot the state, concluded last 
year that Zuma “readily opened the 
doors” to graft. Zuma and the Guptas 
deny any wrongdoing.

Opposition figures condemned the 
pardon, and the unusual circumstances 
in which it was done. John Steenhuisen, 
Democratic Alliance leader, said Ram-
aphosa’s government had “once again 
weaseled out of standing up for the rule 
of law and the constitution, and chosen 
through a cynical and manipulative 
move to set Jacob Zuma free”. 

However, Ronald Lamola, South 
Africa’s justice minister, said Ram-
aphosa “didn’t just wake up and take a 
decision”, and that the bulk pardon had 
been in the works since April.

The constitutional court had origi-
nally found Zuma in contempt for defy-
ing its orders to appear before an in -
quiry into the looting of state resources 
during his nine years in power. 

Last month’s decision meant that this 
sentence legally still stood but that the 
prisons service could decide whether his 
period of parole could count towards 
time served or whether he should be re-
incarcerated. Makgothi Thobakgale, 
head of the prison service, said Zuma’s 
brief return to prison yesterday meant 
that his department had complied with 
the court rulings and that granting of 
the pardon was a separate process. 

Corruption allegations 

Former S Africa president 
Zuma given ‘special’ pardon 

RAYA JALABI — BEIRUT

A forensic audit of Lebanon’s central 
bank found evidence that $111mn in 
“illegitimate commissions” had been 
paid from one of its accounts, transac-
tions it said “appears” related to a 
scheme at the centre of the probes into 
its ex-governor in Lebanon and several 
European countries.

The report from Alvarez & Marsal also 
described an institution mired in 
opaque practices, bad governance and 
lacking adequate risk-management 
measures, with recently departed gov-
ernor Riad Salameh exerting “largely 
unscrutinised authority”. 

When Lebanon’s economy imploded 
in 2019, international donors demanded 
a forensic audit of the Banque du Liban 
before they would send aid and loans to 
the crisis-hit country. 

After pushback from the government, 
the BdL and some political leaders, 
A&M was tasked by the government in 
2021 to conduct a forensic audit of the 
central bank’s accounts and practices. It 
did this despite severe delays, con-
straints and attempts to obfuscate infor-
mation, the report noted.

The Financial Times has reviewed a 
copy of the report, which covers 2015-
2020 and was handed to government 
officials. Lebanon’s currency has 
slumped 98 per cent against the dollar 
amid the four-year economic melt-
down, while its banks have imposed 
punishing haircuts on depositors’ with-

Forensic report

Audit finds bad governance 
at Lebanon’s central bank

drawals, pushing people into poverty. 
Salameh stepped down on July 31 after 
30 years running the BdL. Once praised 
as a financial whizz, he was subject to 
intensifying scrutiny, dogged by allega-
tions of corruption and financial mis-
management at the central bank. 

He faces judicial investigations in 
Lebanon while both France and Ger-
many have issued warrants for his 
arrest. This week Salameh was sanc-

tioned by the US and UK, who accused 
him of engaging in “unlawful practices” 
that enriched himself, members of his 
family and his associates.

Salameh has denied all allegations 
against him, insisting his wealth stems 
from his previous job as an investment 
banker and from family inheritance. 

The BdL said its acting governor was 
ready “to fully co-operate with the [Leb-
anese] judiciary and furnish any 
requested information”. Salameh dis-
puted A&M’s findings, calling them 
“subjective views”, and said there was 
“never misconduct” during his tenure.

He said the actions of the BdL were 
“governed by” decisions taken by the 
Central Council, the bank’s main gov-
erning body, which were lawful.

A&M described BdL as 
mired in opaque practices 
and lacking adequate risk 
management measures

In Iowa, the latest New York Times/
Siena poll showed Trump ahead with
44 per cent of the vote and DeSantis sec-
ond with 20 per cent. Tim Scott came 
third with 9 per cent, bringing the South 
Carolina Republican senator, who is due 
to visit the Iowa State Fair next week, 
higher up the pack after he started to 
flood the local airwaves with adverts.

This means that DeSantis is facing an 
uphill battle on two fronts in the state. 
On one side, he is attempting to chip 
away at Trump’s support, but without 
making his criticism too explicit, 
despite the series of criminal charges 
the former president faces.

“I think there’s a huge majority of 

Americans that want to go a different 
direction. I don’t think they want to go 
and look back at the past,” DeSantis said 
at a campaign stop on Thursday.

But DeSantis also has to consider his 
other rivals: as well as Scott, Iowa voters 
at the fair this week were still contem-
plating Vivek Ramaswamy, who 
opposes environmental, social and gov-
ernance criteria in investing; Nikki 
Haley, Trump’s former UN ambassador; 
and Mike Pence, former vice-president, 
who addressed the fair on Thursday.

“The more I see of [DeSantis], the less 
I care for what he stands for and his tac-
tics,” said Denise Sutter, a farmer along-
side her husband. “I’m really interested 

in Scott . . . I really like his stance on 
some stuff.” Kevin Johnson, 60, a 
Lutheran pastor, said: “We were leaning 
towards DeSantis [but] he seems to be 
failing a little bit. I still support him 
[but] the Pence speech was excellent. I 
thought it really hit all the right buttons, 
you know:pro-life, conservative values, 
close the borders.”

The biggest concern for DeSantis will 
still be that Trump’s base is so hard to 
crack, despite the fact he has embraced 
so many of the policies and hard-right 
stances of the former president.

“There’s a lot of people that really still 
do like Trump, and I’m not sure why. 
But Trump supporters are out,” said 
Robert Wheeler, a 63-year-old Republi-
can leaning towards DeSantis. 

The Florida governor has faced criti-
cism for being too wooden, for focusing 
too much on his anti-woke agenda 
rather than kitchen-table economic 
issues, for moving too far to the right on 
issues including abortion, and for failing 
to take on Trump more directly. 

But his defenders still see DeSantis as 
the most viable Trump alternative. “I 
tend to trust people that are proven and 
he’s a governor, and he did very, very 
well navigating the Covid issue and the 
Florida economy is doing well,” said Jay 
Nelson, a 52-year-old sheep farmer. “So 
I struggle to understand why he’s not 
doing better than he is today.”

Victory in the Iowa caucus on the 
Republican side has not translated into 
winning the White House since the days 
of George W Bush’s campaign. In 2008 
Mike Huckabee won but John McCain 
became the nominee, in 2012 Rick San-
torum prevailed over Mitt Romney, and 
in 2016 Ted Cruz edged out Trump. 

But beating Trump in the first contest 
could still be crucial for his challengers 
— and there are some signs of shifts 
under way. “We need to find somebody 
that is electable,” said Angel Grubb, 
another Fairway Queen. “And I hope 
DeSantis is, but I’m not sure.”
Notebook see Letters page

Republican party. Nomination battle

DeSantis tries to build momentum in Iowa 

JAMES POLITI — DES MOINES

Stacey Fox came to the Iowa State Fair 
with her golfing friends — a group of 
ladies who call themselves the Fairway 
Queens. And on Thursday she said she 
still had a preference for Ron DeSantis 
in the race for the White House.

“I think he has strength. I think he has 
backbone. I think he has electability,” 
said the 54-year-old, who runs a chain of 
retail stores.

But even Fox is uncertain whether the 
Florida governor can pull off his goal of 
defeating Donald Trump and breaking 
the former president’s stranglehold on 
the Republican electorate ahead of the 
Iowa caucuses to be held in mid-
January — when the first ballots will be 
cast in the 2024 election. 

Since launching his bid in late May, 
DeSantis has been struggling to gain 
ground on the former president and 
consolidate support among anti-Trump 
voters within the party, forcing him to 
shake up the top brass of his campaign 
and attempt a reboot. “Honestly, I don’t 
know if he can beat Trump,” Fox said.

Every four years the Iowa State Fair 
becomes a testing ground for presiden-
tial hopefuls, who stop by to woo some 
of America’s most courted voters as 
farmers display prized livestock, and 
food trucks sell fried cheese curds and 
corn dogs. DeSantis will be at the fair 
this morning, while Trump is set to 
attend in the afternoon — and the 
urgency for the Florida governor to 
make some progress is mounting.

“DeSantis is positioning himself to be 
there in case Trump flames out,” said 
Donna Hoffman, a political scientist at 
the University of Northern Iowa. “He 
certainly does need to build some 
momentum here.”

Florida governor sets out his 

stall at state fair in effort

to stir faltering campaign

Meet and greet: 
Florida 
governor Ron 
DeSantis chats 
to voters at the 
Iowa State Fair 
Scott Morgan/Reuters
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lot of 
people that 
really still 
do like 
Trump, and 
I’m not sure 
why. But 
Trump 
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are out’

JOE DANIELS — BOGOTÁ

Ecuador is holding six Colombians in 
connection with the assassination of 
presidential candidate Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, police have said, while the 
US is sending agents from the FBI to aid 
the investigation.

Villavicencio, a 59-year-old centrist 
former lawmaker and investigative 
journalist, was shot while leaving a rally 
in Quito on Wednesday, deepening a 
security crisis ahead of presidential and 
legislative elections on August 20.

Police in Ecuador confirmed on 
Thursday that the suspects arrested 
immediately after the killing, as well as 
another who died in a shootout at that 
time, were Colombians.

Police have linked the killing with 
organised crime, which has mush-
roomed in Ecuador as the country is 
increasingly drawn into the activities of 
drug cartels in Latin America.

“The national police now have the 
first arrests of the alleged material 
authors of this abominable event and 
will employ all of their operative and 
investigative capacity to discover the 
motive of this crime and its intellectual 
authors,” interior minister Juan Zapata 
said on Thursday.

The FBI is meanwhile assisting with 

the probe into the killing, a common 
practice with US allies in the region. 
Ecuador president Guillermo Lasso, 
who declared a state of emergency and 
three days of national mourning, said he 
had requested help from US investiga-
tors and that they would arrive shortly.

It is not the first time that Colombian 
gunmen have been involved in the 
assassination of a politician overseas. 
Some 26 Colombians were members of a 

group that killed Haitian president Jov-
enel Moïse in Haiti in 2021.

Vigils took place across the country 
on Thursday for Villavicencio, who was 
campaigning on an anti-corruption 
platform and as a journalist led investi-
gations into Rafael Correa, the leftwing 
former president who governed Ecua-
dor from 2007 to 2017 and who was later 
convicted on corruption charges. Correa 
is living in exile in Belgium.

It is not yet clear what organised 
crime groups may have been involved. 
A video on social media on Thursday in 
which men in black uniforms and bala-
clavas and claiming to represent the Los 
Lobos, or “the wolves”, drug gang, which 
is based in Ecuador, took responsibility 
for the murder. Another video appeared 

hours later, in which another group of 
men also claiming to be from Los Lobos, 
denied involvement.

Two candidates, indigenous leader 
Yaku Pérez and law-and-order cam-
paigner Jan Topic, announced a tempo-
rary suspension of campaigns after the 
assassination. A presidential debate is 
scheduled to take place tomorrow.

Ecuador has been beset by a surge in 
violent crime in recent years as criminal 
organisations fight to consolidate drug-
trafficking routes. Some 3,500 have 
been killed so far this year, according to 
the police. Last year, 4,800 homicides 
were reported in the nation of 18mn, 
almost double the rate of the year before 
and quadruple that of 2018, the interior 
ministry stated.

INTERNATIONAL
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Colombians held over Ecuador poll killing
FBI assists with inquiries 
into political assassination
linked to organised crime

‘The national police now 
have the first arrests of the 
alleged material authors of 
this abominable event’

STEFANIA PALMA — WASHINGTON

A US Department of Justice special 
counsel has been appointed to oversee 
a federal investigation targeting Joe 
Biden’s son Hunter, raising the stakes 
in a criminal case that threatens to 
complicate the president’s re-election 
campaign.

US attorney-general Merrick Garland 
yesterday named David Weiss — the US 
attorney for the district of Delaware 
who was appointed by Donald Trump 
and has led the criminal probe into 
Hunter Biden so far — as special coun-
sel, giving him greater independence to 
pursue the politically sensitive case.

Garland said he had made the move at 
Weiss’s request, in light of the “extraor-
dinary circumstances relating to this 
matter.” 

The appointment comes after a plea 
deal Hunter Biden had initially reached 
with federal prosecutors to resolve the 
charges unravelled last month during a 
court hearing in Delaware. Federal pros-
ecutors said in a court filing yesterday 
that further plea negotiations between 
the government and Hunter Biden “are 
at an impasse”. 

The DoJ “now believes that the case 
will not resolve short of a trial”, the court 
filing said. The investigation into 
Hunter Biden remains ongoing, Garland 
said.

The US attorney’s office in Delaware 
declined to comment beyond Garland’s 
statement. A lawyer representing 
Hunter Biden did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

Weiss’s appointment and the govern-
ment’s filing are a sharp about-turn in
a case that seemed to be near its conclu-
sion, in what had been a welcome
development for Joe Biden’s re-election 
campaign. 

Hunter Biden’s legal and personal 
struggles have at times loomed over his 
father’s presidency, stoking criticism 
from Republican lawmakers and politi-
cal opponents including Trump.

Hunter Biden in June had agreed to 
plead guilty to two misdemeanour 
counts of wilful failure to pay federal 
income tax. He was accused of not pay-
ing income tax in excess of $100,000 on 
annual income of more than $1.5mn 
earned in 2017 and 2018, according to 
court filings.

He also agreed to enter a “pretrial 
diversion agreement” in relation to a 
separate charge accusing him of pos-
sessing a firearm as an unlawful or 
addicted user of a controlled substance. 
Under this deal, defendants are typi-
cally redirected to community services.

But the judge overseeing the case in 
Delaware last month raised doubts 
about the terms of the deal, including 
questions around the firearm offence.

Weiss’s appointment could help the 
DoJ, which has installed a special coun-
sel to manage probes targeting Trump, 
defuse accusations of partiality in a sen-
sitive case.

Federal investigation

US special 
counsel picked 
in Hunter 
Biden probe
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If film directors can be compared to bat-
tlefield commanders then, at the peak 
of his career in the 1970s, William Fried-
kin was a five-star general. He had cov-
ered himself in glory with critically 
acclaimed hits such as The French Con-
nection and The Exorcist, still lauded 
today as works that rewrote the play-
books for action and horror films 
respectively. 

Unfortunately, the director was also 
sometimes at war with his own troops, 
from actors and on-set collaborators to 
the studio executives who financed his 
work. In his 2013 autobiography The 
Friedkin Connection: A Memoir, he wrote: 
“Every one of my films, plays and 
operas has been marked by conflict, 
sometimes vindictive. The common 
denominator is me, so what does that 
tell you?” 

It tells you that Friedkin, who has died 
aged 87, was contrary and complicated 
to his very marrow, qualities that come 
through in his memoir as well as in
the pugnacious interviews he gave over 
the years. “In spite of all the gifts that 
God has given to me, I still occasionally 
harbour anger and resentment,” he 
wrote. “My salvation is to channel them 
into my work.” 

By all accounts, including Friedkin’s 
own, that pugnacity was a quality he 
possessed from childhood, and honed in 
Chicago, Illinois, where he was born in 
1935 to Rachael and Louis Friedkin, Jew-
ish emigrants from Ukraine. Friedkin 
said later that he had a happy childhood 
even though they were “extremely 
poor.” A lucky break landed him a job in 
the mailroom at the local television sta-
tion. He might have stayed there sorting 
letters if he hadn’t, by chance, watched 
Citizen Kane in his twenties. He hustled 
his way out of the mailroom and into the 
studio at his workplace, learning film-
craft on the job.

Friedkin’s first films were documen-
taries, and a certain devotion to realism 
remained throughout his career. The 
People vs. Paul Crump, a documentary 
about a prisoner on death row for rob-
bery and murder, was released in 1962. 
The film was credited with staying 
Crump’s execution. It certainly boosted 
Friedkin’s career, for he soon after 
moved to Hollywood. From Good Times 
(1967), a larky spoof starring rising pop 
stars Sonny & Cher as themselves, he 
moved on to film versions of theatrical 
hits, including seminal gay drama The 
Boys in the Band (1970).

None of those early works augur what 
was to come with The French Connection 
(1971), Friedkin’s breakthrough success 
and arguably his best film. Based on a 
true story, this gritty thriller unfolds a 
complex saga of heroin smuggling, 
hard-graft detective work and, above 
all, cars, which feature as chase vehicles, 
places of illicit storage and instruments 
of destruction. Friedkin notoriously 
played fast and loose with health and 
safety in a way that no director would 
get away with now, with stunt cars 
nearly careening into passers-by.

Next came a swerve into horror with 
The Exorcist (1973) which, for all its 
occult trappings, is a film as grounded in 
realism as The French Connection — a 
quality which helps in terrifying its 
viewers. Friedkin pushed the actors to 
their limits, especially young Linda 
Blair who played the demon-possessed 
adolescent Regan. Ellen Burstyn, who 
played Regan’s mother, claimed she 
never properly recovered from a spinal 
injury incurred on set. But for Friedkin, 
the only thing that mattered was explor-
ing the primal battle between good and 
evil playing out in a child’s bedroom.

The film’s record-breaking success 
scarred Friedkin in a way, since it set a 

bar that was near impossible to meet 
again. Sorcerer (1977), his epic-scaled 
remake (which he refused to call a 
remake) of the French adventure The 
Wages of Fear, failed to make its massive 
budget back, partly because it opened 
alongside Star Wars. 

Indeed, for every relative success 
enjoyed by Friedkin, there was an
equal, if not greater, disappointment:
in 1980, gay serial-killer story Cruis-
ing blotted his copybook with many 
queer viewers who had loved The Boys
in the Band. While the director’s collabo-
rations with playwright Tracy Letts, to 
make Bug in 2006 and Killer Joe a
few years later were thoughtful and pol-
ished, they were preceded by flops
such as the courtroom drama Rules of 
Engagement and thriller Jade, which 
even schlock aficionados struggle to 
defend.

Friedkin married four times, and is 
survived by his last wife, former Para-
mount chair and chief executive Sherry 
Lansing, as well as his two sons. Though 
his personal life was as eventful as his 
career, the director spent little time on it 
in his memoir. For him, it was all about 
the work — his channel to salvation.
Leslie Felperin 

For every relative 
success he enjoyed, there 
was an equal, if not 
greater, disappointment

Friedkin’s ‘The Exorcist’ is grounded 
in a realism that terrifies its audience

W hen Jimmy Kimmel 
hosted the Academy 
Awards this year, the 
comedian opened by 
telling the star-studded 

audience how great they looked. Then 
he stung: “When I look around this 
room, I can’t help but wonder, ‘Is Ozem-
pic right for me?’” 

Kimmel was needling Hollywood for 
its newfound dependence on the diabe-
tes medication that spurs weight loss, 
which has reportedly become de 
rigueur among the wealthy and famous. 

Novo Nordisk, the company behind 
semaglutide — branded as Ozempic for 
diabetes and Wegovy for weight loss — 
has benefited from a surge in demand 
from patients inspired by celebrities’ 
transformations. But the drug’s reputa-
tion as a “skinny jab” has not helped 
persuade health systems and insurers, 
or payers, to cover the cost of it. 

This week, the Danish drugmaker 
published headline trial data that it 
believes will make the difference. In a 
trial of patients with obesity and cardiac 
conditions, Wegovy was shown to cut 
the risk of serious events such as heart 
attacks and strokes by 20 per cent, prov-
ing that the drug improves heart health 
— and has the potential to reduce high 
healthcare costs. 

Lars Fruergaard Jørgensen, Novo 
Nordisk’s chief executive, tells the 
Financial Times that the “whole reason” 
the company did the trial was to help 
win the argument with payers. 

Shares in the company and its main 
rival, the US pharma group Eli Lilly, shot 
to record highs, as investors hoped that 
payers would not be able to refuse to 
cover the drugs for much longer. 

Drugmakers believe the medicines 
will help save on the healthcare costs 
related to obesity, which add up to 
about $170bn a year in the US, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

However, health insurers and public 
payers argue that they have no way to 
magic up the money to pay for the drugs 
that would be needed to cater to a 
potential market of tens of millions of 
patients in the US alone.   

James Gelfand, president of the 
ERISA Industry Committee, which rep-
resents large US employers that provide 
health benefits, says the conflict is tak-
ing over his LinkedIn feed. 

“It’s a war zone between patient advo-
cates and doctors who are extolling the 
virtues of these drugs, and then plan 
sponsors, administrators, actuaries, etc, 
who are saying these drugs are a mas-
sive profiteering scheme,” he says. 

Health effects 

After decades of drugs that either 
offered lacklustre weight loss, or serious 
side effects, semaglutide was a break-
through for the treatment of obesity. 

First developed to treat diabetes, the 
compound was trialled by Novo in 
patients with obesity who were not dia-
betics. Results published in 2021 
showed participants taking weekly 
injections lost an average of about 15 per 
cent of their body weight, compared to 
about 2 per cent with diet and exercise.  

The drugs have side effects — most 
commonly nausea and gastrointestinal 
problems — and in animal studies, 
Wegovy increased the risk of thyroid 
cancer. But many people frustrated 
with not being able to lose weight solely 
through diet and exercise were pre-
pared to put up with these risks to 
finally see an impact on their size and 
their health. 

While many clinicians presumed the 
drugs would improve heart health 
because obesity is a major risk factor for 

run, on hospitalisations for heart 
attacks and strokes. 

Stacie Dusetzina, professor of health 
policy at Vanderbilt University, said the 
fact that Medicare does cover semaglu-
tide for treatment of diabetes suggests 
that, after the new data, it could cover 
the drug for people with cardiac condi-
tions. The Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services did not respond to a 
request for comment. 

In Europe, Jørgensen says the drugs 
could help not just save healthcare costs 
but also get people back to work. “If you 
can turn them back from being consum-
ers of healthcare services to consume 
less of those and actually be active in the 
workforce and taxpayers, that eco-
nomic model would be very beneficial 
for most typical European societies 
where healthcare is funded by tax pay-
ments,” he says. 

‘Very hard to justify’ 

But for insurers and health systems, the 
conundrum has barely changed. 

David Rind, chief medical officer at 
the Institute for Clinical and Economic 
Review, a non-profit that estimates fair 
prices for the US health system, says he 
does not think the heart trial has 
changed the ethics of coverage.

ICER’s cost-effectiveness assessment 
concluded they represented low long-
term value for money — and it already 
assumed the obesity medications had 
some cardiac benefit. 

The biggest problem is the sheer 
number of people who could qualify for 
the drug: at current prices, ICER esti-
mated that only 0.1 per cent could be 
treated within five years without “major 
budget disruptions” for the insurers.

“The options are to move money 
away from other healthcare, raise pre-
miums, or taxes if you’re the govern-
ment, or manufacturers could lower the 
price to a cost-effective price and still 
make enormous amounts of money 
because enormous numbers of patients 
want this,” Rind says. 

Drugmakers will be reluctant to offer 
big discounts on such a popular drug, 
but the opacity of the US drug pricing 
system means they could do deals to 
offer larger rebates if volumes increase.

Gelfand, who represents large US 
employers that provide health benefits, 
says the price tag is still “very hard to 
justify”, particularly given patients have 
to take the drug for life. He expects 
employers to stick to covering very nar-
row patient groups, if any at all. 

A single heart trial was never likely to 
change payers’ position on the drugs 
overnight, and even if it had, Novo Nor-
disk would not have enough of the drug 
to supply the world. 

But it could be the first in a series of 
data releases that proves how weight 
loss drugs prevent the serious conse-
quences of obesity — eventually reshap-
ing not just patients, but also the health-
care industry and the broader economy. 

Emily Field, an analyst at Barclays, 
says that the benefits of the drugs are 
“only just starting to be understood” 
and eventually, doctors will become 
used to treating obesity before other 
health problems develop.

“This is like the smartphone, it is 
going to change society in a big way,” she 
says. “This trial is a huge validation that 
it is not just cosmetic.”

Additional reporting by Jamie Smyth in 
New York

Weight-loss drugs: vanity or virtue?

FT BIG READ. HEALTH

A new study bolsters the case that semaglutide, branded as Ozempic or Wegovy, is not merely a ‘skinny 
jab’ for the rich and famous but has a key role to play in treating and reducing the costs of obesity.

By Hannah Kuchler

heart disease, Novo Nordisk invested in 
its largest-ever trial — following over 
17,000 people since 2018 — to obtain 
proof. 

The initial result was “out of this 
world”, says Martin Lange, executive 
vice-president of development for Novo 
Nordisk. The data from trials suggests 
the drug is not just having an impact by 
helping people lose weight, he says, but 
also by lowering blood pressure, chang-
ing the balance of lipids in the blood, 
and reducing inflammation. 

The full study, which will be released 
at an academic conference and is yet to 
be peer reviewed, will also show the 
drug’s impact on 28 other factors, 
including on other expensive conditions 
such as kidney disease. 

Analysts believe the trial could also 
help build confidence that the benefits 
of the drug outweigh the risks, after the 
European regulator began investigating 
reports of patients having suicidal 
thoughts, and a US lawsuit claiming that 
Novo and Lilly’s diabetes drugs cause 
“stomach paralysis”. Lange says the 
heart trial showed no causal link with 
suicidal ideation or thyroid cancer. 
Novo and Lilly have said patient safety is 
their top priority. 

Despite Wegovy’s sudden ubiquity in 
popular culture, less than half of all US 
commercial insurers cover the weight 
loss drug. Medicare, the government-
backed insurance for seniors, is prohib-
ited by Congress from paying for any 
obesity medications.  

In Europe, where supply problems 
mean Novo Nordisk is only just slowly 
starting to launch the drug, public 
health systems are restricting who qual-
ifies for it. The UK’s National Institute 

‘This is 
going to 
change 
society in a 
big way. 
This trial is 
a huge 
validation 
that it is 
not just 
cosmetic’

Despite 
Wegovy’s 
sudden ubiquity 
in popular 
culture, less 
than half of all 
US commercial 
insurers cover 
the weight loss 
drug — FT Montage

‘It’s a war 
zone 
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patient 
advocates 
who extol 
the virtues 
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those who 
say they are 
a massive 
profiteering 
scheme’
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for Health and Care Excellence (Nice), 
for example, will pay for it for patients 
at the higher end of the body mass 
index, who already have at least one 
weight-related condition, and then for 
only two years, despite evidence show-
ing that if you stop taking the drug, you 
regain weight. 

After the heart trial data, financial 
analysts believe things will have to 
change. Evan Seigerman, an analyst at 
the Canadian investment bank BMO, 
says not covering a drug that is poten-
tially life-saving will be “unethical”. 

“Before the data, a lot of these weight 
loss drugs were seen as vanity, no one 

was treating obesity as a medical condi-
tion, a precursor to negative health out-
comes,” he explains. “If you have cancer, 
they are not going to deny you a cancer 
drug. Now, you’re going to treat obesity 
as a medical condition.” 

Novo Nordisk’s Jørgensen says that 
with broader coverage, the company 
hopes to reach more patients with the 
highest BMIs and comorbidities, even 
though some “less fortunate individuals 
will not be able to pay out of pocket”. 

Novo and other drugmakers have 
been lobbying Congress to pass a law 
reversing the ban on Medicare coverage 
of drugs designed to address obesity. 
Seigerman is optimistic that the new 
data will help convince lawmakers it 
will save Medicare money in the long 

  27-33%  
Annual sales 
growth forecast for 
drugmaker Novo 
Nordisk this year

  $1,300       
The approximate 
monthly retail price 
for semaglutides 
in the US 
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Correction

c Egypt controls one of the entry points 
into Gaza. An FT Weekend Magazine 
article on August 5 wrongly stated that 
Israel controlled all entry points.

Opinion Society

The price of saying ‘I don’t’ 
to a friend’s wedding 

house deposit. But for others, wed-
dings are a luxury they simply cannot 
afford. Half of people surveyed by 
Monzo bank said they had refused an 
invitation to a wedding, stag or hen 
party this year due to the expense. For 
the first time, more than half of UK 
weddings are happening on a day 
other than Saturday, according to 
Bridebook data for this year. A trend 
driven by the capacity crunch, having 
a midweek wedding could halve the 
cost of venue hire compared with a 
weekend — although your guests will 
have to spend precious days from their 
annual leave entitlement. 

The one wedding invitation I 
received this year made a nod to the 
financial pressures guests could be 
facing, stating: “We would prefer your 
presence than your presents.” Even so, 
16 times as many couples this summer 
have asked for cash rather than having 
a traditional gift list, with donations 
towards a honeymoon being the most 
popular request. 

Not inviting children to wedding 
ceremonies also adds to costs for 
guests who need childcare. One friend 
was invited to a ceremony overseas 
where children were allowed for some 
parts of the proceedings, but not oth-
ers. In the end, he paid to fly his 
mother out to help — which rankled, 
as the groom’s stag do had also 
involved an expensive overseas trip. 

More than one in three stag and hen 
dos now happen abroad, according to 
Bridebook, tallying with this sum-
mer’s foreign travel boom. Once 
expensive meals and activities are 
added in, costs can quickly spiral — 
another way that social media breeds 
desire by inviting us to compare our-
selves with others and question 
whether we are doing “enough”. A 
friend recently pulled out of a hen do 
in Marbella when the WhatsApp 
group set up by the maid of honour 
shared links for chartering a yacht. 
She lost her £500 deposit, but consid-
ered that better than getting into debt.

“There is a sense of obligation that 
you have to spend money on some-
one’s wedding or hen do, stag do, and 
that if you don’t, there are sometimes 
consequences,” says Alice Tapper, 
who publishes anonymous financial 
confessions on her Instagram account 
Go Fund Yourself. She has featured 
stories of wedding guests who have 
run up huge credit card bills and one 
who ghosted her best friend rather 
than face the shame of admitting she 
could not afford to take part. 

By all means, plan your post-pan-
demic wedding with abandon, but be 
sensitive to your guests’ financial con-
straints. As your married life unfolds, 
you will come to realise just how valu-
able your friendships really are. In 
many cases, they may well outlast the 
marriage you have invited them to. 

claer.barrett@ft.com

W ith a record number of 
couples getting mar-
ried this year, there is 
certainly lots to cele-
brate this wedding 

season. However, the cost of doing so 
may be tying your finances in knots.

Having been delayed by pandemic 
restrictions, couples have had longer 
to plan ever more elaborate ceremo-
nies. You only have to glance at Insta-
gram to see what’s propelling the cost 
of the UK wedding, now costing a 
record average of £24,000. From a 
dinosaur-loving couple who shared 
their first dance with an animatronic 
velociraptor to a bride who floated 
down the aisle suspended by helium 
balloons, your nuptials can now be 
watched by tens of thousands of peo-
ple, courtesy of social media. Some-
thing borrowed and something blue is 
no longer going to cut it. 

“Every detail now matters and will 
be captured,” says Hamish Shephard, 
founder of the Bridebook app, which 
has been used to plan nearly 50,000 
weddings in the UK this summer. 

In the quest for digital perfection, 91 
per cent of couples are shelling out for 
a professional photographer. “Our 
data also shows that physical photo 
albums have declined in recent years, 
while demand for video and drone 
footage has risen,” he says, adding that 
nearly half of couples have a “no 
phone” policy for guests at their cere-
mony as they want to “control the nar-
rative”. This is good news for the econ-
omy, with 139,000 wedding busi-
nesses in Britain now employing over 
half a million people. But wedding 
guests could be forgiven for feeling 
like an extra on a film set. 

Getting married in a French châ-
teau, rural idyll or lighthouse may 
generate plenty of likes online, but the 
cost of attending weddings in far-flung 
places takes a financial toll on your 
friends. On the FT’s Money Clinic pod-
cast this week, I spoke to 27-year-old 
Rob, who has been invited to nine 
weddings this summer, and reckons 
he will spend more than £3,000 on 
travel, accommodation and gifts 
(even though he intends to wear the 
same suit to all of them). 

That’s going to put a dent in Rob’s 

Couples want to ‘control 
the narrative’. Guests 
could be forgiven for 

feeling like film extras

Jonathan McHugh

Claer 
Barrett

Israel to preserve peace and participate 
in the upbuilding of the State on the 
basis of full and equal citizenship and 
due representation in all its provisional 
and permanent institutions.” 

And, in fact, the Arab citizens of 
Israel have had the right to vote in all 
elections — and been represented in 
the Knesset — ever since the state’s 
founding.
Henry D Fetter
Washington, DC, US

How feminists regard 
malfunctioning appliances
Reading Camilla Cavendish’s piece 
“Consumers must fight for the right to 
repair” (Opinion, FT Weekend, August 
5) made me smile with pleasure. 

As a dyed-in-the-wool feminist in
my sixties, I regard any appliance or 
contraption that doesn’t seem to 
function with any common sense as 
“designed by a man”. Sorry, but 
there it is. 
Chloë Alexander
Chloë Alexander Design, Corsham, 
Wiltshire, UK

Mary Queen of Scots’ code 
had been cracked before 
Imogen Savage, in her piece “Queen of 
ciphers” about how three amateurs 
cracked a 445-year-old code to reveal 
Mary Queen of Scots’ secrets, wasn’t to 
know that Mary’s code had already 
been cracked before (Spectrum, FT 
Weekend, July 8). 

A letter from her early days in Bolton 
Castle was in the autograph collection 
of Robert Schuman, the former French 
foreign minister who as founder of the 
European coal and steel community is 
seen as one of the architects of the 
European Union project.

Schuman had asked a civil servant in 
the French foreign office to decipher 
the letter, and the official dutifully 
obliged, by what means is unknown. 
My father, Walter Stein, acquired the 
letter (and transcription) at auction 
and integrated it in his own, unique 
autograph collection, which reads like 
a backdoor keyhole view of European 
history, 1520-1966.
Vivien Reuter
London SW19, UK 

A Nordic sarnie separator 
In “Beware the rise of competitive 
packed lunches” (Opinion, July 8) Tim 
Hayward’s thoughts on Nordic packed 
lunches reminded me of my carefully 
guarded mellomleggspapir sheets, a relic 
of several years living in Norway and 
something, so far as I know, 
unavailable in the UK. These small 
greaseproof rectangles not only 
separate my “occasional travelling” 
open sandwiches or quiche portions 
but also slices of home-made cake. 
They can be used to help grease the 
bread or cake tin. A small but infinitely 
useful discovery, and I hope that, at 81, 
my remaining packs last as long as I 
need them.
Gina Douglas Parmenter
London SW4, UK

Notable was the 1997 Nato-Russia 
Founding Act, with 19 co-operative 
projects. Key Nato leaders also 
recognised that Ukraine would be 
western in politics and economics, but 
could not be in Nato, just as the west 
could not accede to Ukraine being part 
of a Russian sphere of influence. This 
led to the 1997 Nato-Ukraine Charter 
(which as US ambassador to Nato I 
negotiated with Ukraine).

But in 2008, the George W Bush 
administration committed a historic 
error, convincing Nato partners to 
declare that “Ukraine and Georgia will 
become Nato members”. 

Ironically, it’s doubtful that Ukraine 
and Georgia could join Nato, which 
requires consensus of all alliance 
members, now 31. Several will never 
commit to go to war against Russia on 
behalf of Ukraine or Georgia, under the 
Nato Treaty’s Article 5. Unilaterally, 
however, the US and other allies should 
continue providing robust support for 
Ukraine’s security.

Whatever happens in the war, at 
some point Russia will again become a 
great power. Thus any hope of lasting 
stability in Europe, rather than 
decades-long, heavily-armed 
confrontation, requires that Russia is 

not denied a role in Europe’s security 
architecture. Of course, Moscow would 
need to start by abiding by the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum, which 
pledged US-UK-Russia non-aggression 
against Ukraine.

This is basic geopolitics: ignored in 
1919 and 2008 — and violated by 
Russia in 2014 and 2022. It must be 
respected if a new cold war is to be 
forestalled — or, worse, open US/Nato-
Russia conflict.
Robert Hunter
Former US Ambassador to Nato
Negotiator of Nato-Ukraine Charter
Washington, DC, US

W hy did Hillary Clinton 
lose the 2016 
presidential election 
to Donald Trump? 
That is a question a 

few Democrats are still asking 
themselves seven years later, as the 
legacy of Trump’s victory casts its long 
shadow over the 2024 elections.

All manner of explanations have 
been put forward, including Russian 
misinformation campaigns, rising 
racism, growing inequality and 
popular anger against elites. But these 
days, Clinton’s circle is tossing a new 
idea around: loneliness was also to 
blame for the loss. Writing in The 
Atlantic this week, she noted that 
surveys have pointed to a sharp rise in 
isolation among Americans. “As the 
trust and social ties that used to bind 
communities together have frayed, 
apathy, isolation, and polarisation 
have undercut the old ‘we’re all in this 
together’ ethos,” she says.

This follows a startling advisory this 
year from the surgeon-general Vivek 
Murthy that decried an “epidemic of 
isolation and loneliness”, backed up 
by a blizzard of statistics and charts. 
Apparently, “social isolation, 
measured by the average time spent 
alone” increased from 285 minutes 
per day in 2003 to 333 minutes per 
day in 2020, and “this decline is 
starkest for young people aged 15 to 
24”. Meanwhile, “almost half of 
Americans in 2021 reported having 
three or fewer close friends”, while 
“only about a quarter reported the 
same in 1990”. Unsurprisingly, 

isolation worsened during the 
pandemic. While Murthy’s report 
fretted about the impact on our 
physical health, Clinton fears for the 
health of democracy. She argues it was 
this loneliness, exacerbated by social 
media, that helped extremist views to 
spread in 2016, fanned by Trump 
operatives such as Steve Bannon.

Clinton’s detractors would dismiss 
all this as special pleading. Bannon, 
for example, has told me that the real 
reason for Trump’s 2016 victory was 
popular fury aimed at the 
establishment. And Clinton’s 3,500-
word essay will undoubtedly spark 
plenty of snarky comments. Writing 
this week in the Rupert-Murdoch-
owned New York Post, Rich Lowry, 
editor-in-chief of the conservative 
National Review, slammed her essay 
as being “as absurd and self-serving as 
you’d expect from a woman who 
managed one of the more shocking 
losses in US presidential history and 
has been offering excuses ever since” 
and “a case study in the myopic self-
righteousness of the left”. 

Whatever you think about the 2016 
election, it is worth turning over what 
Murthy and Clinton are fretting about. 
More than a century ago, Émile 
Durkheim, the French sociologist, 
invented the word anomie to describe 
the social alienation he feared had 
been created among workers after 
industrialisation. Like pundits today, 
Durkheim fretted about rising suicide, 
rage and revolutionary fervour, which 
he partly blamed on technology. What 
would Durkheim have made of similar 

social dynamics in the high-velocity 
context of the internet and social 
media? This trend is occurring 
alongside other similar dangers. 

First, the networked nature of cyber 
space appears to be fuelling a decline 
in respect for authority figures, 
coupled with a rising reliance on peer 
groups for advice, approval and 
camaraderie. Second, the shift into 
cyber space seems to be creating more 
social tribalism because we can easily 
customise our identities and social 
groups online. One result is that those 
we imagine as angry loners are not so 
alone anymore. 

Lowry’s solution to Clinton’s claims 
is that Americans should re-embrace 
traditional values, such as marriage 
and family. “According to a 2020 
Gallup survey, 41 per cent of single 
people reported being lonely the day 
before, whereas only 16 per cent of 
people married or in a domestic 
partnership said the same thing,” he 
noted in the Post.

Clinton’s solution is to reduce our 
reliance on tech and, building on the 
themes of her book It Takes a Village, 
create community engagement via 
churches, sports teams, schools, unions 
and volunteer groups. I would go a step 
further and require all young people to 
engage in a form of military service or a 
civilian equivalent to help create a 
common sense of identity. 

None of these ideas is likely to fly any 
time soon. But if Murthy’s advisory is 
anything to go by, loneliness could play 
an even bigger part in who wins this 
election than in the one Clinton lost. 

Could loneliness 
explain why 
Trump won?

Notebook
by Gillian Tett

A seriously misleading 
account of Israel’s founding
Whatever the merits of Simon Kuper’s 
description of current political 
developments in Israel (“Israel and the 
US are battling similar identity crises”, 
Spectrum, August 5), his account of the 
origins of the state is seriously 
misleading as is his analogy with the 
undoubtedly racist policies of the US at 
its founding. 

It is true that Israel is described as a 
“Jewish state” in its Declaration of 
Independence but this was under the 
authority of the UN’s partition 
resolution (which also authorised the 
formation of an “Arab state” within the 
rest of Palestine, an opportunity which 
the Arabs rejected). 

More importantly, Israel’s 
declaration also stated that the new 
state “will ensure complete equality of 
social and political rights to all its 
inhabitants irrespective of religion, 
race or sex” and that “we appeal — in 
the very midst of the onslaught 
launched against us now for months — 
to the Arab inhabitants of the State of 

Professor Timothy Snyder (Lunch with 
the FT, July 29) correctly argues for 
remembering history and links 
Vladimir Putin’s aggression against 
Ukraine to the Munich crisis of 1938. 

But relevant history actually began 
in 1919, with the Germany war guilt 
clause (clause 231) in the Versailles 
Treaty. It was used by Hitler in his rise 
to power and helped produce the 
second wold war. This also helped 
explain why the George HW Bush and 
Clinton administrations decided not to 
punish the defeated Soviet Union 
(Russia) but tried instead to include it 
in Europe’s security arrangements.

Learning the lessons of  Versailles is the key to Europe’s  security 
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Unless a radical 
rethink can 
excite new 
interest the 
event may be 
consigned 
gracefully to 
history

The Commonwealth Games are in jeopardy

Sporting jamboree needs to 
be made more attractive    
to hosts and sponsors

It was in 1891 — five years before the first 
modern Olympic Games — that an Eng-
lish clergyman, John Astley Cooper, pro-
posed a sporting contest of members of 
the British empire. First staged in Aus-
tralia in 1930, what are now the Com-
monwealth Games have since been a 
regular fixture — held most recently last 
year in Birmingham, England. The 
Youth Games, for 14-18s, have been tak-
ing place this week in Trinidad and 
Tobago. Yet after the Australian state of 
Victoria pulled out of hosting the 2026 
adult games, and Canada’s Alberta with-
drew support for a bid for the centennial 
event, their future is in serious doubt. 
Unless a radical rethink can excite new 
interest from potential hosts — and, cru-
cially, sponsors and broadcasters — they 
may be consigned gracefully to history.

Hosts of the games have often derived 
social and economic benefits, particu-
larly in sporting and other infrastruc-
ture. The 2002 event was a catalyst for 
regenerating east Manchester — the 
main athletics stadium later becoming 
home to Premier League club Manches-
ter City. Glasgow 2014 and Australia’s 
Gold Coast in 2018 reported similar leg-
acy effects. A 2019 study by PwC found 
spending to host the games since 2002 
had generally boosted GDP in the host 
city/region by £800mn-£1.2bn.

The games were the first international 
multi-sport event to integrate athletes 
with disabilities as full members of 
national teams. They also give many 
developing nations an opportunity to 
compete and win on an international 
stage that can boost and inspire local 
sport. The games federation has 72 
member nations and territories; only 56 
are in the Commonwealth itself.

Yet the Commonwealth event jostles 
for attention in an ever more crowded 
sporting calendar. The expansion of 

world and regional championships in a 
range of sports, and especially of top-
level women’s sport such as the current 
football World Cup, arguably fills more 
compelling needs and can draw bigger 
audiences. The absence of key nations 
in some Commonwealth events means 
top stars sometimes stay away. Luke-
warm sponsor and broadcaster interest 
means the games rely more than most 
big sporting events on taxpayer funding.

Victoria’s pullout from 2026 is a par-
ticular blow since last year’s games were 
only switched to Birmingham after the 
South African government decided not 
to fund Durban’s attempt to host them. 
That already prompted a revamp 
intended to make future games smaller, 
cheaper and more flexible. Hosts can 
choose which events to hold, with only 
athletics and swimming compulsory. 

But Victoria’s plan to host the games 
across rural and coastal towns proved 
costly, and it pulled out after it said the 
projected expense tripled to up to 
A$7bn ($4.6bn). London “stands ready” 

to step in, if central government chips in 
£500mn — but four of the seven games 
this century would then have taken 
place in England or Scotland. A return 
to the Gold Coast has also been mooted.

Other models could be explored, such 
as rotating the games between venues 
that already have the facilities in larger 
member economies. This would, 
though, negate much of the legacy and 
regional “showcase” elements — and the 
aim of the recent reforms to attract 
more diverse hosts, especially beyond 
the UK and Australia.

Question marks over the games need 
not endanger the Commonwealth as an 
institution. Promoting democracy, 
trade and economic links and climate 
issues, it has since 1995 attracted four 
new members that were never under 
British rule. Expos or cultural festivals 
may be a more cost-effective way to 
bring members together. Many people 
would lament the games’ loss — but 
their future is obscure unless hosts find 
them compelling enough to stage.
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3 Why Joe Biden is the heir to Trump
The current administration has quietly 
built upon many of its predecessor’s 
policies, writes Gideon Rachman
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3 Behavioural scientists suffer from bias
Nudge theorists, riding high for the past 
decade, may have been overselling their 
wares, writes Soumaya Keynes

land have lost just once in 36 games, 
scoring 146 goals and conceding 13. 

Known for her mix of coolheaded-
ness, competitive drive and tactical 
savvy, Wiegman deploys quirky man-
agement techniques that leap straight 
out of business school textbooks. Soon 
after taking charge of the Netherlands, 
she gave players a copy of an article enti-
tled: “Thirteen things you should give 
up if you want to be successful”. Give up 
your excuses. Give up your perfection-
ism. Give up your need to be liked.

During early training sessions she 
would arrange mini-competitions 
among the squad, with prizes including 
an empty picture frame in which play-
ers could visualise a photo of themselves 
holding a trophy aloft. “Football brings 
us together,” Wiegman recently told a 
BBC podcast hosted by Jill Scott, part of 
last year’s winning Lionesses team. “But 
when you enjoy yourself that helps — so 
we’re trying to bring some joy.”

In her early days as England coach, 
she repeated the techniques that had 

S arina Wiegman told her Eng-
land team they’d been picked 
for Euro 2022 by handing 
them each a golden ticket 
with the words: “Congratula-

tions! You’re going to the Euros!” 
The Dutch coach has a way of mixing 

playfulness with a relentless focus, 
which has made her one of the most suc-
cessful managers in women’s football 
history. The message also proved presci-
ent. Those golden ticket-holders would 
go on to win the tournament in front of a 
packed Wembley Stadium, catapulting 
women’s football into the mainstream 
and turning previously unknown play-
ers into household names overnight. 

A year on, Wiegman finds herself fac-
ing her greatest challenge yet: guiding 
an England team ravaged by injury to 
potential World Cup glory. The Lion-
esses face Colombia in the quarterfinals 
this Saturday, and expectations are ris-
ing as rivals fall away. Bookmakers rate 
England as favourites to lift the trophy 
in Sydney on August 20. 

Wiegman, 53, is already a national 
hero in two countries, having delivered 
European championships for England 
and her native Netherlands five years 
earlier. She first began playing football 
as a child on the streets of The Hague 
with her twin brother and other local 
kids, cutting her hair short to fit in with 
the boys. At 16 she was called up to play 
for Holland, eventually earning 104 
caps for her country. Three years later, 
she was scouted by the head coach of the 
US women’s national team, Anson Dor-
rance, who convinced her to spend a 
year playing at the University of North 
Carolina. 

Wiegman’s brief stint in the US — 
where women’s football was far more 
advanced than in Europe — proved 
instructive. She returned home with 
new ideas on everything from tactics to 
sports science. The game in Europe had 
yet to turn professional so she worked as 
a teacher while continuing to play foot-
ball part-time.

A midfielder for much of her career, 
she developed a reputation as an on-
field leader. Her team won the Dutch 
league twice before Wiegman retired in 
2003 while pregnant with her second 
child. She returned to football as a coach 
soon after at her old club Ter Leede, 
then at ADO Den Haag when the 
women’s league turned professional in 
2007, before becoming assistant Dutch 
national coach in 2014. 

The breakthrough came in 2017, six 
months before the Netherlands was due 
to host the women’s Euros. The national 
side had been on a losing streak and the 
Dutch football authorities, seeking a 
turnaround, put Wiegman in charge. 
She rallied the team, leading them to 
victory. Two years later she took the 
same team to the World Cup final, 
where they lost to the US.

Her success turned heads in England, 
where the Football Association was 
looking for a new head coach for its 
women’s team. She started the job in 
late 2021; her first game in charge was 
an 8-0 drubbing of North Macedonia, 
kicking off an unbeaten run that lasted 
for 30 matches. Under Wiegman, Eng-

The Dutch manager has 
inspired England’s 
Lionesses with tactical 
savvy and the spirit of 
victory, writes Josh Noble 

galvanised her Dutch team years earlier, 
encouraging the players to manifest 
success through drawing and 
poetry. “She came in and instantly we 
felt her aura. She was a leader for the 
whole staff and all the players”, said 
Ellen White, England’s record goals-
corer and part of the winning team from 

Euro 2022. “Being a female team we like 
to communicate, we like someone to 
talk to us, we like someone to be honest 
with us, and we’d never had that before. 
Every single player knew their role and 
their responsibility. That was the miss-
ing ingredient that elevated us to win.” 

Wiegman’s approach has fostered an 
unbreakable team spirit — an attribute 

‘She came in and instantly 
we felt her aura. She was a 
leader for the whole staff 

and all the players’

era when the Soviet Union was a super-
power — finds no room for uncomforta-
ble facts. These include Stalin’s deporta-
tions of entire nationalities, such as 
Chechens and Crimean Tatars, from 
their homelands, and his military occu-
pation and imposition of one-party 
communist rule in eastern Europe.

It was a different story under Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the last Soviet leader. Under 
his rule, from 1985 to 1991, Moscow con-
demned the secret protocol of the Nazi-
Soviet pact, which led to the Soviet inva-
sion of Poland in 1939 and the annexa-
tion of the Baltic states. Later, it took 
responsibility for the 1940 Katyn forest 
massacre of more than 20,000 mem-
bers of the Polish elite. The domestic 
crimes of Stalinism were exposed as 
never before.

By opening up history in this way, 
Gorbachev undermined the Kremlin’s 
control of eastern Europe and the 
repressive power structures at home. 
This is precisely what angers Putin: free-
ing history from official control shatters 
national unity and threatens state 
authority.

In Putin’s version of Russia’s past, 
praiseworthy events include converting 
10th-century Rus’ to Christianity, the 
territorial conquests of Peter and Cathe-
rine the Great, defeating Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s invasion of Russia and, 
above all, the Great Patriotic War. 
Events to be mourned or condemned 
include the early 17th-century’s Time of 
Troubles, when the Russian state all but 
collapsed, and the two revolutions of 

1917, for the same reason. They also 
include Vladimir Lenin’s nationalities 
policies — deemed to favour Ukrainians 
and others at the expense of Russians — 
and what are viewed as Gorbachev’s 
misguided reforms and the anarchy of 
the 1990s under Boris Yeltsin.

Putin is not alone among Kremlin rul-
ers in placing history under state con-
trol. In Stalin’s time, Ivan the Terrible 
was depicted as a wise statesman who 
wiped out traitors. Ivan’s 1565-1572 
oprichnina, an early example of Krem-
lin-style mass repression, was termed a 
“progressive” policy. To Russians who 
lived under Stalin, the intended parallel 
between the two tyrants was all too clear 
— and chilling.

We must take Putin’s rewriting of his-
tory no less seriously. It is an essential 
element of his attempted war of con-
quest in Ukraine, because he justifies 
the blood-soaked campaign on the 
entirely false grounds that Ukrainians 
are not a nation in their own right and 
do not deserve statehood. One day Rus-
sian students may have access to text-
books that shred Putin’s lies. It cannot 
come a moment too soon.

tony.barber@ft.com

Rewriting the past is 
an essential element of 
Putin’s attempted war 
of conquest in Ukraine

S ly, Soviet-style jokes are 
enjoying a subtle revival on 
Chinese social media plat-
forms. Their art resides in 
being too obscure for censors 

to understand yet clear enough for cyn-
ics to chuckle at their mockery.

Some are so esoteric that their satire is 
confirmed only by the censors’ decision 
to delete them — echoing the cat-and-
mouse dynamic that distinguished dis-
sident humour in the former Soviet 
Union. One joke this week monitored by 
the China Digital Times, a US-based site 
that covers Chinese affairs, belonged to 
this genre.

It read: “While out and about on vaca-
tion, I stubbed my toe on something. 

Upon closer inspection, I saw it was a 
bronze lamp. It was smudged, so I 
picked it up and gave it a good wipe — 
and out popped a genie! The genie said it 
could grant me any wish. ‘Is that so?’ I 
said. ‘Well then, could you make you-
know-who you-know-what?’ No sooner 
had the words escaped my lips than the 
genie rushed over, clamped my mouth 
shut, and asked: ‘Are we even allowed to 
say that?’”

The author’s account appears to have 
been shut down after the joke was 
deleted. “Of course, by banning the joke 
and its author, censors merely proved 
the punchline,” commented the China 
Digital Times. “This is not the first time 
that ‘Soviet-style’ jokes have become 
Chinese realities.”

Dark humour is just one of a rash of 
adverse indicators besetting China. A 
slowdown in economic growth is having 
a palpable impact on people’s lives, with 
labour unrest spreading, youth unem-
ployment spiralling and families feeling 
poorer following a decline in the value of 
their homes since mid-2021.

News this week that China has offi-
cially fallen into deflation, with con-
sumer prices dropping 0.3 per cent year 
on year in July, adds a particularly 
unwelcome ingredient into the mix. 
Deflation is feared because declining 
prices persuade people to defer pur-
chases, cooling the consumer vigour 
that Beijing has been trusting to propel a 
recovery from the pandemic.

The relevance of the issue reaches far 
beyond the country itself. Not only is 
China predicted to contribute 35 per 
cent of global growth this year — far 
more than any other economy — it also 
acts as a locomotive for the whole Asia-
Pacific region, which is forecast to add 
67 per cent of the world’s GDP expan-
sion, according to the IMF.

Chinese policymakers have begun to 
talk about economic stimulus, with a 
meeting of the politburo in July calling 
for “stepping up countercyclical meas-
ures” aimed partly at energising con-
sumer spending. But this focus misses a 
crucial reality.

As the revival in Soviet-style jokes 

clothes and other items is similarly sub-
ject to fiscal discipline.

The reasons for his austerity are a mix 
of big picture geopolitics and job market 
insecurity. Like many big city dwellers 
these days, his long-held belief in a bet-
ter tomorrow has been undermined by 
what he sees as Beijing’s preoccupation 
with national security at the expense of 
generating GDP growth.

“I save as much as I can to prepare for 
black swan events like an invasion of 
Taiwan or a collapse in real estate mar-
kets,” Wang says. Speculation over 
whether and when China might seek to 
attack Taiwan — which it regards as its 
own territory — has become a feature of 
private conversations in large cities, 
with 2027 often cited as a likely date.

The other aspect of Wang’s anxiety 
involves his job. Many of his friends who 
work in the property sector, private 
equity funds and investment banks 
have either lost their jobs or had to take 
pay cuts because of a mix of economic 
trends and regulatory clampdowns in 
these sectors.

hints at, China’s malaise is only partly 
economic. The deep context behind sev-
eral of the impediments to growth is a 
strange hybrid of psychological and 
political factors — a sort of psycho-polit-
ical funk.

The concerns of Wang Ning (not his 
real name), who works for a technology 
consultancy in Beijing, help demon-

strate the way in which worries over 
China’s political direction are crimping 
people’s desire to spend.

Even though he earns an above-aver-
age salary of Rmb35,000 a month, Wang 
has begun imposing spending quotas on 
himself, arranged by specific categories. 
Dining out, for instance, is limited to 
Rmb1,000 a week while spending on 

Worries over Beijing’s 
direction are 

crimping people’s 
desire to spend

There is ample reason for Wang’s psy-
chology. Under Xi Jinping, China’s 
leader, a concept of “comprehensive 
national security” has come to domi-
nate almost every aspect of life. The 
economy, culture, society, technology, 
ecology and others are officially classi-
fied as matters of national security 
deemed essential to the party-state’s 
survival.

“Certainly, Xi knows how important 
the economy is but he doesn’t know how 
to rescue it,” says Junhua Zhang of the 
European Institute for Asian Studies, a 
think-tank. “In reality, he is far from a 
modern leader.”

He recommends a return to the
free market reforms of Deng Xiaoping, 
the architect of China’s economic
opening-up from the late 1970s on. But 
more immediately, Beijing needs to step 
in with stimulus to arrest the deflation-
ary spiral, analysts say. Without it, 
China’s psycho-political malaise may 
deepen. 

james.kynge@ft.com
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China has fallen into a psycho-political funk

ASIA

James
Kynge

that shone through during England’s 
fortuitous victory on penalties earlier 
this week against Nigeria. “Sarina is a 
brilliant coach, tactician and leader, as 
well as being a fantastic person to work 
with”, said Mark Bullingham, chief 
executive of the FA. “English football is 
lucky to have her as she adds value to 
everything we do on and off the pitch.” 

After winning Euro 2022, Wiegman 
was interrupted two minutes into her 
post-match press conference by a con-
ga-line of players singing English foot-
ball’s adopted anthem “It’s Coming 
Home”. The phrase had been banned in 
the England camp, but the victorious 
team saw an opening to break the rules. 

As the players left the room, a hoarse-
sounding Wiegman immediately 
snapped back into her role as England’s 
sober head coach, but conceded: “We 
won the cup . . . and we’re really happy.” 
Now the goal is to go one better and 
secure a global victory.

josh.noble@ft.com

Person in the News | Sarina Wiegman

Coach with World Cup 
glory in her sights

F rom September, Russian high 
school students in the 11th 
grade — aged roughly 17 — will 
use a new textbook for study-
ing modern history. Because 

the book covers events up to the present 
day, they will learn that “Ukraine is an 
ultranationalist state. Today, any dis-
sent in Ukraine is severely persecuted, 
opposition is banned, everything Rus-
sian is declared hostile.”

In full conformity with the Kremlin’s 
worldview, the book also teaches that 
“the United States has become the main 
beneficiary of the Ukrainian conflict 
 . . . The United States is determined to 
fight ‘to the last Ukrainian’.”

Don’t dismiss the textbook as just one 
more poisonous drop in the deluge of 
anti-Ukrainian, anti-western propa-
ganda that has submerged Russian soci-
ety during Vladimir Putin’s 23-year rule. 
The abuse of history serves a wider pur-
pose. Yes, one goal is to rally the popula-
tion behind Putin’s aggressive, expan-
sionist foreign policy. But for more than 
a decade, the Kremlin has poured 
resources into constructing an official 
version of history. The aim is nothing 
less than to forge a new Russian identity.

This effort goes beyond school text-
books. It involves festivals, films, televi-
sion shows, historical re-enactment 
clubs, military history tours for chil-
dren, student discussion societies, 
murals and statues such as the monu-
ment put up in 2017 in Moscow of 
Mikhail Kalashnikov, inventor of the 
AK-47 assault rifle.

Other countries, past and present, 
have founded their identities on reli-
gion, civic patriotism or a state ideology. 
Think of Protestant England after the 
Reformation, US ideals of liberty, 
human rights in France after its 1789 
revolution or Soviet communism. None 
of this works in today’s Russia: it is a 
multi-religious country, civic freedom 
has been stamped out under Putin and 
communism is dead. What remains is 
history — a single, dictated version, 
from which dissent is liable to be pun-
ished as a crime.

The cornerstone of the Kremlin’s 
campaign is commemoration of the 
Soviet victory in the second world war — 
known in Russia as the Great Patriotic 
War — as a feat covering the Russian 
nation in eternal glory. This focus is 
understandable. Russia’s 20th-century 
history was marked by events of 
unspeakable violence and horror that 
divided, not united, the people: revolu-
tions, civil war, famines and, under 
Joseph Stalin, state-driven terror. But 
the triumph over Nazi Germany, 
achieved at terrible human cost, is a 
memory that brings Russians together.

However, the official version of the 
war and its aftermath — celebrated as an 

Russia gives an updated 
lesson in distorting history

EUROPE

Tony
Barber
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UBS has said it no longer needs a SFr9bn 
($10.3bn) backstop from the Swiss gov-
ernment that was designed to shield the 
bank from losses following its rescue of 
Credit Suisse, in a move that may ease 
public anger over the deal. 

As part of the takeover, the Swiss gov-
ernment agreed to protect UBS from up 
to SFr9bn in any losses from the take -
over, as long as the bank bore SFr5bn.

UBS has also terminated a SFr100bn 
liquidity lifeline offered by the Swiss 
National Bank at the height of the tur-
moil that swept the banking sector in 
the spring and culminated in the Credit 
Suisse takeover. 

Since authorities orchestrated the 
rescue in late March, UBS executives 
have grown far more confident that 
losses from winding down large parts of 
Credit Suisse’s investment bank will be 
kept below SFr5bn. UBS yesterday said 
that after reviewing all the Credit Suisse 
assets covered by the backstop, the 
agreement was no longer necessary.

The potential scale of support 
required from Swiss taxpayers for the 
shotgun marriage of the country’s two 
biggest banks has proved politically 
explosive and continues to draw criti-
cism in the run-up to national elections 
in October.

“UBS made this decision on its own. 
But this termination is absolutely in the 
interest of the [Swiss] confederation,” 
said finance minister Karin Keller-Sut-
ter. “I didn’t like making this deal, but it 
was a bitter pill we had to swallow.”

Last month, the Financial Times 
reported that senior figures at UBS were 
planning to make clear they would not 
need to rely on state support for the deal 
after the threat that the March turmoil 
would deepen into a crisis receded.

The tie-up between the rivals has 
sparked concern in Switzerland over the 
potential for large-scale job cuts and 
branch closures, as well as the risk that a 
much larger bank would pose to the 
country’s financial stability.

UBS is expected to announce its deci-
sion over whether it will retain or spin 
off Credit Suisse’s domestic business at 

DARIA MOSOLOVA AND 
SALLY HICKEY — LONDON

Ukraine’s government bonds have 
surged in price as investors grow opti-
mistic about how much money they 
will get back in an eventual restructur-
ing of the war-torn nation’s debt.

Kyiv’s debt tumbled following Russia’s 
invasion in February 2022, and prices 
sank further still after overseas credi-
tors voted in favour of freezing interest 
payments on the country’s $20bn of 
international bonds.

But prices have climbed by more than 
50 per cent since early June — putting 
Ukrainian bonds among the best per-
formers in global fixed income markets 
this year — as a steady flow of foreign aid 
bolsters Kyiv’s currency reserves, while 
forecasts for the country’s economy 
have become somewhat less bleak.

“The market is trying to work out: 
when we do finally have the restructure, 
what level will the bonds trade at?” said 
Daniel Wood, an emerging markets 
portfolio manager at William Blair. 
“Any piece of good news — growth, a 
high level of foreign exchange reserves, 

a deal with the IMF — will be treated well 
by investors, because that means the 
recovery value of [Ukraine’s] bonds will 
be higher than the market is currently 
pricing,” he said.

Kyiv’s foreign reserves have climbed 
to an all-time high of $41.7bn as finan-
cial aid from western countries contin-
ues to flow, according to central bank 
data published earlier this week. 

The IMF had signalled at the end of 
June that Ukraine’s economy is set to 
grow by between 1 and 3 per cent in 
2023, upgrading earlier forecasts that 
pointed to a 3 per cent contraction this 
year. Russia’s invasion caused Ukraine’s 
GDP to fall 29 per cent last year. 

With the conflict dragging on for 
more than 18 months, Ukrainian debt 
continues to trade at levels that imply a 
restructuring is a certainty and credi-
tors will receive a harsh writedown of 
the value of their bonds. But the mar-
ket’s assessment of how much investors 
are likely to recover has risen. 

A dollar-denominated bond maturing 
in September 2025 currently trades at 
31 cents on the dollar, up from 20 cents 
in early June. 

Financials

Record foreign reserves bring 
boost for Kyiv’s sovereign debt

its second-quarter results on August 31.
Vontobel analyst Andreas Venditti 

said the decision to terminate the agree-
ment was designed “to calm down the 
political debate around the potential 
‘danger’ of new UBS for Switzerland”.

While the decision to end the loss pro-
tection agreement and liquidity meas-
ures would save UBS maintenance fees, 
it also provided reassurance to investors 
that the deal would pay off for the bank, 
said Andrew Coombs, an analyst at Citi. 

Shares in UBS climbed 4.3 per cent 
yesterday after the news. 

It could also help UBS in negotiations 
with the government over keeping 
Credit Suisse’s domestic business, 
Coombs added.

UBS also announced that Credit 
Suisse had paid back a SFr50bn emer-
gency loan to the SNB it had received to 
bolster its liquidity in the days running 
up to its rescue.

In total, the three support measures 
cost UBS and Credit Suisse SFr730mn in 
set-up fees and risk premiums, with the 
government netting SFr200mn.
See Lex 

UBS relinquishes $10bn state 
aid for Credit Suisse takeover
3 Backstop not needed 3 Move set to cheer taxpayers 3 Investor hopes lifted

RICHARD WATERS  — SAN FRANCISCO

San Francisco is to become the first US 
city where driverless taxis without 
humans behind the wheel are free to 
roam the roads and carry paying pas-
sengers without restriction, following a 
landmark decision by California regu-
lators on Thursday.

The California Public Utilities Commis-
sion gave the green light to full commer-
cial robotaxi services in the city despite 
objections from San Francisco officials 
who claimed that the vehicles have not 
been proven safe and from unions pro-
testing against the threat to jobs.

Thursday’s 3-to-1 vote by the agency’s 
commissioners will allow Waymo and 
Cruise, which are majority-owned by 
Alphabet and General Motors respec-
tively, to operate driverless taxis in San 
Francisco without curbs. 

Cars from both companies without 
safety drivers behind the wheel are 
already visible on the city’s streets but 
until now they have been limited in 
where and when they can operate and 
whether they can carry paying passen-
gers. Driverless cars are being tested in a 
handful of other US cities and Waymo 
has a commercial service in parts of 
Phoenix and its surrounds. 

Prashanthi Raman, vice-president of 
global government affairs at Cruise, 
called the decision a “historic industry 
milestone” that would put the company 

in a position “to compete with tradi-
tional ride-hail and challenge an unsafe, 
inaccessible transportation status quo”.

The decision comes 14 years after 
Google began to develop the first driver-
less cars, leading to widespread predic-
tions that autonomous vehicles would 
become ubiquitous within a decade.

Despite spending across the industry 
on development, which McKinsey esti-
mates at $50bn, commercialisation of 
the technology has been delayed by the 
difficulty of teaching the cars to deal 

with the many rare “edge cases” that can 
happen on the road and which are not 
covered by their training data.

San Francisco’s transit authorities and 
the mayor’s office called on the utilities 
commission to delay approval, arguing 
that more time was needed to show that 
the vehicles were safe and to install a 
system to monitor the services.

The authorities pointed in particular 
to instances where driverless cars 
stalled in city intersections and blocked 
traffic, forcing the vehicles’ owners to go 
in person to move them.
See Lex

Driverless taxis to roam 
streets of San Francisco

Burden shouldered: UBS yesterday said that after reviewing all the Credit Suisse assets, the agreement was no longer necessary — Eduardo Munoz Alvarez/ViewPress/Getty Images

General Motors-
owned Cruise 
called the decision 
by San Francisco a 
‘historic industry 
milestone’

Eating in Meal-kit makers enjoy healthy 
sales rise, even in the Mediterranean — LEX

Low on gas Embattled LNG pioneer Souki 
fights to retain luxury Colorado ranch — COMPANIES

bring financial rigour and sporting 
savvy after the excesses of the Abram-
ovich era in which Chelsea lost almost 
£1mn a week over nearly 20 years. The 
high price raised valuation expectations 
across football, prompting the US own-
ers of rivals Manchester United and Liv-
erpool to explore sales. 

But Chelsea’s first season under new 
ownership proved disastrous and raised 
questions about whether the flood of 
professional investors coming into foot-
ball have a path to making money. 

The team finished the season in 12th 
place, its worst league position since 
1994, while the result deprived the club 
of participation in the European Uefa 
Champions League, which generated an 
average of £87mn a year for the club 
during the past three seasons. 

“It was one of those seasons that was 
just chaotic on and off the pitch from 
start to finish”, said Dan Silver, a board 
member of the Chelsea Supporters’ 
Trust, who added some problems had 
been building before the take over. “We 
were poor. We were underprepared.” 

However, the US owners hope to get 
on the front foot with a number of key 
additions to both the sporting and com-
mercial operations, while talks have 

to several people familiar with the mat-
ter. A tentative agreement with a betting 
company was ditched after pushback 
from fans. A number of potential part-
ners remain in talks, the people said. 

On the sporting side, the club’s US 
owners are confident several problems 
have been addressed with the arrivals of 
a new head coach and two sporting 
directors to manage transfer policy. 

In their first season, Boehly and Beh-
dad Eghbali, co-founder of Clearlake, 
took a hands-on approach to signings 
after an exodus of Abramovich-era 
executives. By the end of January the 
club had spent more than €600mn on 
players as the duo attempted to navigate 
the complicated world of transfers. 

Chelsea’s scattergun approach to sign-
ings was compounded by turbulence in 
the dugout. The club fired Thomas 
Tuchel as manager soon into the season, 
replacing him with up and coming Eng-
lish coach Graham Potter from 
Brighton. Potter was handed a five-year 
deal reportedly worth more than 
£50mn, but was sacked after 31 games. 

The transfer spending has continued 
this summer under Chelsea’s two sport-
ing directors, Paul Winstanley and Lau-
rence Stewart, who joined during last 

season. The club has committed more 
than €200mn to signings so far, the sec-
ond highest figure in Europe behind 
Arsenal, taking total transfer spending 
since the takeover past €810mn, 
according to Transfermarkt. Further 
signings are expected.

But the club has been a net seller over-
all this summer, with €254mn worth of 
players heading for the exit — more than 
any other club. Aside from the fees gen-
erated, the departures already agreed 
should net the club annual savings of 
around £50mn from reduced player 
amortisation and up to £80mn from 
lower wages, according to estimates 
from Football Benchmark, a consul-
tancy. The incoming players are typi-
cally much younger, on longer contracts 
and on lower salaries than those leaving. 

Meanwhile the arrival of Mauricio 
Pochettino as Chelsea’s new head coach 
and a successful tour of the US this sum-
mer have transformed the mood, 
according to people familiar with the 
matter. The 51-year-old Argentine, who 
took London rival Tottenham Hotspur 
to the Champions League final, has set 
high expectations. “We are Chelsea and 
we need to win,” Pochettino told fans. 
“Today, yesterday — not tomorrow.”

Travel & leisure. Premier League

Chelsea owners play the long game as humbled club takes field for new season

JOSH NOBLE AND SAMUEL AGINI  
LONDON
ANTOINE GARA  — NEW YORK

Chelsea FC’s US owners believe a major 
reset will prevent a repeat of a calami-
tous first year in charge during which 
the club spent record amounts on play-
ers but suffered its worst season in 
almost three decades. 

Speaking to the Financial Times, 
Chelsea chair Todd Boehly said: “We 
feel really good about the sporting side 
of the house. Morale is high and the cul-
ture is good. On the commercial side, 
we’ve got a lot of new hires. We’re 
excited about the path ahead.”

A consortium led by Boehly, co-owner 
of the LA Dodgers baseball team, and 
Clearlake Capital acquired the club for a 
record sum of £2.5bn in a forced sale last 
year from sanctions-hit Russian oli-
garch Roman Abramovich. 

The combination of a private equity 
firm and a financier with a proven 
record in the sector was expected to 

Tycoon Boehly says team’s 

problems have been fixed after 

disastrous first year in charge

begun with several outside investors, 
including Ares Management, over rais-
ing new funds. Fresh capital could be 
used to bolster the club’s finances ahead 
of a possible stadium redevelopment 
and a further push into multiclub own-
ership following the recent purchase of 
French team RC Strasbourg.

Chelsea made a pre-tax loss of 
£121mn on revenues of £481mn in the 
year ended June 2022.

Among the arrivals is new chief exec-
utive Chris Jurasek, a veteran from 
other companies backed by Clearlake, 
Chelsea’s biggest shareholder. An expe-
rienced hand in the technology sector, 

Jurasek will take on some of the respon-
sibilities that had fallen to Tom Glick, 
Chelsea’s president of business, who is 
serving his notice period after less than 
a year with the club. More executive 
hires are planned. 

Jurasek’s priorities include sealing a 
deal for a new front-of-shirt sponsor to 
replace UK mobile phone operator 
Three, which chose not to renew its 
£40mn-a-year partnership when it 
ended this summer. The club had a deal 
with US streaming service Paramount+ 
that was nixed by the Premier League 
due a perceived conflict with the com-
petition’s broadcast partners, according 

Chelsea, seen 
here in a pre-
season friendly 
with Borussia 
Dortmund, 
failed to qualify 
for this season’s 
Champions 
League, after 
finishing last 
season in 12th 
position — Kamil 
Krzaczynski/AFP via Getty 
Images

UBS has begun killing off Credit 
Suisse’s international brand, 
replacing signs at the collapsed 
bank’s US headquarters and 
planning changes in other key 
offices, according to people familiar 
with internal discussions.

The Credit Suisse brand is being 
phased out globally, though it may 
be retained in Switzerland if UBS 
sells its former rival’s domestic 
business. The Credit Suisse logos 
outside the bank’s New York head 
office on Madison Avenue and in its 
lobby have been replaced with 
signs saying: Credit Suisse AG, a 
UBS Group company.

UBS could start a similar process 
at Credit Suisse’s London office in 
Canary Wharf in September, two of 
the people added.

Rebranding begins
Signage at New York 
headquarters replaced
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WeWork warning
3 WeWork, the US office space company that Soft-
Bank once valued at $47bn, warned it faces “substan-
tial doubt” about its ability to continue as a going 
concern after second-quarter earnings fell short of 
its guidance. Net losses almost halved but a $36mn 
adjusted loss before interest, tax, depreciation and 
amortisation was far below the range it had forecast. 

3 Google and Universal Music, home to artists such 
as Drake and Taylor 
Swift, confirmed that 
they were in talks to 
license artists’ melo-
dies and voices for 
songs generated by 
artificial intelligence 
as the music business 
tries to monetise one 
of its biggest threats.

3 US banks suffered almost $19bn of losses on 
soured loans in the second quarter, the highest level 
in more than three years amid rising defaults among 
credit card and commercial real estate borrowers.

3 Amazon admitted tracking the attendance of US-
based workers and targeted those failing to comply 
with its three days in the workplace policy.

3 Novo Nordisk’s best-selling obesity drug cuts the 
risk of heart attacks or strokes, according to a late-
stage trial that sent shares in the Danish pharmaceu-
tical company and rival Eli Lilly to record highs.

3 HSBC’s head of public affairs, Sherard Cowper-
Coles, a former UK ambassador, apologised for

Tui predicts the warming climate 
will prompt more people to take 
holidays in the cooler months and 
pick destinations such as Belgium

saying the UK government had been “weak” by giv-
ing in to US pressure to cut back on its dealings with 
China. 

3 China’s internet giants — Baidu, ByteDance, Ten-
cent and Alibaba — are rushing to acquire high-per-
formance Nvidia chips vital for artificial intelligence 
systems, making orders worth $5bn amid fears that 
the US will impose new export controls.

3 Disney pushed into US sports betting, tying its 
ESPN cable network to the casino and online gam-
bling company Penn Entertainment in a $2bn deal.

3 Debt rating agency S&P Global said it has stopped 
handing out scores to corporate borrowers on ESG 
criteria at a time of rising questions about their util-
ity and political attacks on such metrics.

3 John Rogers, 67, Goldman Sachs’ chief of staff and 
one of the bank’s most influential executives, is to 

step back from his role, handing over his responsibil-
ities to Russell Horwitz, a former Goldman partner 
who left the group in 2020.

3 Tour operator Tui predicted that the warming cli-
mate would prompt more people to take holidays in 
the cooler months and choose northern destinations 
such as Belgium after the scorching summer heat-
wave that sparked wildfires in Greece and other parts 
of the Mediterranean.

3 Siemens Energy expects to rack up a €4.5bn loss 
this year as the German group struggles to fix its ail-
ing wind turbine business.

3 UK discount retailer Wilko collapsed into adminis-
tration, putting about 12,500 jobs at risk after rescue 
talks with prospective suitors failed.

BUSINESS

WEEK IN REVIEW

$19bn

Losses on soured 
loans for US 
banks in the 
second quarter

$5bn

Chinese tech 
groups’ orders for 
Nvidia chips amid 
US export fears 

Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
surged to a record high this week, 
helping increase its valuation this 
year by more than $100bn, equal to 
Ford and Halliburton combined.

The “Oracle of Omaha”, whose 
sprawling railroad-to-confectioner 
conglomerate is now worth $780bn, 
has enticed investors despite a 
quarter that revealed the negative 
effects of the cooling US economy on 
some of its biggest portfolio 
companies, and few new investments.

Longtime investors said there were 
good reasons Berkshire’s shares have 
risen 16 per cent this year.

“The fact the economy has stayed 
resilient even if overall growth has 
been subdued, that is a very positive 
thing,” said Christopher Rossbach, 
chief investment officer of J Stern & 
Co, a longtime shareholder. “[Buffett] 
has a very nice balance of exposure to 
good businesses.”

Among investors helping push the 
stock to new highs are retail traders. 
Trading data analysed by Goldman 
Sachs this week underlined the point: 
retail investors have placed many 
more buy than sell orders for 
Berkshire shares. JPMorgan Chase 
strategists noted there was persistent 
demand for the company’s vastly 
cheaper B shares, which trade at $357, 
and for its $543,680 class A stock, 
traditionally a quieter market.

The bank’s analysis showed bidding 
for the B shares had picked up 
particularly with retail investors in 
recent days, with a growing 
imbalance between buy and sell 
orders. It is a fact often observed in 
Berkshire stock; Buffett himself has 
said the company’s large cohort of 
long-term shareholders limits trading 
in the stock. Many shareholders have 

been invested in Berkshire for years.
Jay Winthrop, a principal at 

Douglass Winthrop Advisors, noted it 
has an “unusual collection of 
shareholders and it tilts heavily to 
individuals and families”.

Berkshire’s second-quarter results 
this month indicate what is driving 
the enthusiasm. Profits for the quarter 
were nearly $36bn, including $10bn of 
operating earnings — a 6.6 per cent 
year-on-year rise and a measure of the 
profitability of its vast portfolio.

Investors were buoyed by the fact 
that Geico, the company’s auto 
insurance unit, posted a second 
consecutive quarterly profit after 
more than a year of losses. 

They also seemed unfazed by 
Buffett’s report that he had found few 
appealing companies to invest in and 
was pumping cash into short-term 
government debt instead. 

Berkshire was a net seller of $8bn of 
stocks in the second quarter, and 

$10.4bn in the first. Meanwhile, 
interest income on Berkshire’s $147bn 
cash and Treasury bill portfolio is on 
track to top $5bn this year.

“Right now someone with cash is in a 
very nice situation,” said Rhys 
Williams, chief strategist at Spouting 
Rock Asset Management. “With all the 
things that could go bump in the 
middle of the night, that probably 
plays to his strengths.” 

The performance of Berkshire’s 
stock portfolio also cheered investors: 
the value of its stake in Apple grew by 
nearly $60bn in the first half of the 
year. “It’s just a math problem,” 
Winthrop said. “If you have more 
than 20 per cent of your market cap 
tied up in Apple in a year like this, 
you’ll have that move the dial on 
Berkshire’s share price.”

Investors said these factors offset the 
negatives. The 6.6 per cent rise in 
operating profit was partly driven by 
Berkshire’s recent acquisitions, 

including its takeover of insurance-to-
toys conglomerate Alleghany.

The results also contained evidence 
the US economy is no longer running 
at the speed it was when stimulus 
measures fuelled a post-pandemic 
rebound. Berkshire’s BNSF Railway, 
which runs from California to Illinois, 
reported a decline in shipping 
revenues and said consumer and 
industry demand had fallen. The slide 
in the housing market hit Berkshire’s 
building products business, as well as 
its real estate broker and 
manufactured homes businesses. 

It also reported “lower revenues 
at . . . nearly all of our other consumer 
products operations”, which includes 
battery brand Duracell, clothing 
company Fruit of the Loom and 
motorhome company Forest River.

There was also a disclosure that, at 
other companies, would have been the 
main headline news. Berkshire-owned 
electric utility PacifiCorp warned it 
was facing claims of more than $7bn 
related to 2020 wildfires in Oregon and 
California, had “probable losses” of 
$1bn and could incur “significant 
additional losses” as cases move 
through the courts.

It was a fact that few shareholders 
raised as a concern. As is usually the 
case, they were more focused on 
Buffett’s investment decisions.

Darren Pollock, a portfolio manager 
at Cheviot, said while an “optimistic 
stock market is at least in part behind 
Berkshire’s rise”, the gains in Apple, its 
investments in energy and Japanese 
trading houses were also a factor. 
“Buffett and his acumen are in vogue 
again. The market’s perception — 
certainly not the reality — regarding 
his ability waxes and wanes over time. 
On a few occasions in the past quarter-
century it was fashionable for some in 
the market to believe, wrongly, that 
Buffett had ‘lost it’.” 
Eric Platt in New York

Retail investors lift the ‘Oracle of Omaha’ to new heights

‘Someone 
with cash 
is in a 
very nice 
situation 
. . . that 
probably 
plays to his 
strengths’ 

Unruffled: headwinds against the 
investments of Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway have not hurt 
its shares — Ankit Agrawal/Mint via Getty Images

Spotlight

Warren Buffett
Chair and chief executive,
Berkshire Hathaway
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SILVIA SCIORILLI BORRELLI  — MILAN 

The Italian government could take as 
much as a 20 per cent stake in Telecom 
Italia’s prized landline network as part 
of a preliminary agreement with US pri-
vate equity fund KKR, which is prepar-
ing a final bid for the business.

Italy will retain strategic oversight of 
the phone network as part of the memo-

randum of understanding announced 
on Thursday, and own up to 20 per cent 
of it, while KKR will make a €23bn bind-
ing offer by the end of next month after 
two years of protracted negotiations.

Telecom Italia (TIM) shares rose 
nearly 6 per cent after the Italian 
finance minister revealed the agree-
ment late on Thursday. 

The preliminary deal is the latest 
twist in a protracted battle during which 
the group’s main shareholder, French 
conglomerate Vivendi, fought any 
attempt to split the network and sell it — 
an effort potentially thwarted by the 

government’s unexpected intervention. 
The Treasury’s involvement came as 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni sought to 
maintain state oversight over foreign 
investment in the country’s key assets. 

Under Italy’s sweeping “golden 
power” rules, the government can veto 
any deal involving the foreign takeover 
of assets deemed vital to national secu-
rity, technology or infrastructure.

Equita analysts said the “direct and 
active” intervention from the Treasury 
made explicit “the strong and broad 
political support for the transaction” as 
well as offering guarantees on the 

“golden power issue.” Meloni has 
repeatedly signalled she considered 
TIM a strategic asset, which should 
retain some level of public oversight, 
and indicated her unwillingness to 
relinquish control of it to a foreign pri-
vate equity firm. 

The former monopoly, one of Italy’s 
biggest employers, agreed to put its net-
work business up for sale this year in an 
attempt to resolve the heavily indebted 
mobile and broadband group’s future. 

The plans to split the fixed-line net-
work from the group’s other assets 
sparked fierce opposition from Vivendi 

when it was first proposed last year. Viv-
endi, which is backed by billionaire Vin-
cent Bolloré, holds a 23.75 per cent stake 
in TIM and more than 17 per cent of its 
voting rights. The company believed the 
private equity firm’s offer undervalued 
TIM’s network and that any sale would 
be a strategic mistake. 

Vivendi has invested more than €4bn 
in building its TIM stake over the past 
eight years, initially describing it as part 
of a strategy to create a media champion 
in southern Europe. But TIM’s stock has 
plummeted: before the memorandum 
of understanding between Italy and 

KKR was announced, its shares traded 
at €0.20 each. At the time of Vivendi’s 
initial investment in 2015, the shares 
were worth more than €1 each. 

People close to the talks have said Viv-
endi has insisted it would not accept any 
offer below €30bn. In June, when TIM’s 
board approved exclusive negotiations 
with KKR, people close to the French 
group also suggested Vivendi might ini-
tiate legal action to block the sale.

However, according to industry insid-
ers and two Italian officials in Rome, the 
French group would choose to avoid a 
feud with the Meloni government.

Telecoms

Italy lines up landline network sale to KKR
Rome to retain oversight 
of Telecom Italia grid with 
shareholding of up to 20%

global law firms could easily do busi-
ness, raised eyebrows. The firm had 
been the flag-bearer for Chinese inte-
gration when it merged with Dacheng in 
2015, proclaiming to be “uniting east 
and west” and incorporating Chinese 
characters into its new combined logo.

“They are being forced to unwind one 
of the most historic law firm mergers,” 
said Kent Zimmermann of Zeughauser 
Group, a consultancy that advises some 
of the legal sector’s biggest players. 
“They didn’t really have a choice.”

At issue for Dentons was the recent 
broadening of Beijing’s anti-spying 
rules. In April, China said the regula-
tions would now cover any “documents, 
data, materials or items related to 
national security and interests”.

As such, those familiar with Dentons’ 
decision said the firm was unable to 
share information freely between Chi-
nese and non-China-based partners, 
rendering it incapable of making con-
flict of interest checks or of carrying out 
due diligence on China-related deals.

“The ground rules have changed,” the 
person close to Dentons said. With “no 
way around” such restrictions, it 
became impossible to guarantee to cli-
ents that “your secret is safe with us”.

Law firm leaders have also watched 
with horror as Chinese security officials 
raided foreign companies in recent 
months, including western advisory 
firms Mintz Group and Bain. The ques-
tion now is how many will follow Den-
tons’ lead, and hive off operations. New 

York-based firm Proskauer Rose said in 
June it would close its mainland China 
office, while Ropes & Gray is “shifting 
some of its China-based resources to 
Hong Kong”.

“I think this gives many firms cover to 
do what they already wanted to do, 
which is to leave China as they find it 
untenable to work there,” said Zimmer-
man. Privately, some law firm leaders 
have expressed similar concerns.

However, Dentons’ announcement 
was met with scepticism by others at 
global law firms with longstanding prac-
tices in the region. “I don’t believe the 
China regulatory issues are the real rea-
son,” said one Chinese-based partner at 
a rival US law firm. When the Dentons-
Dacheng merger was announced in 
2015, they said, “many of us in the for-
eign legal community were sceptical”.

“The real reason this is a non-starter 
is that the size of this combination cre-
ates insurmountable conflicts of inter-
est and results in a clash of cultures, pro-
fessional ethics and governance,” added 
the partner, who has been practising in 
China for decades. “They claimed to cre-
ate the world’s largest law firm with 
6,600 lawyers in 120 offices in 50 coun-
tries. That’s just unworkable.”

Dentons declined to comment.
The firm’s effective departure from 

China comes amid a wider slowdown in 
the region, especially cross-border 
transactions, as US-China geopolitical 
tensions weigh on investors. The value 
of merger and acquisitions from China 

totals just $221mn so far this year, 
according to Dealogic, compared with 
$3.4bn at the same point last year. 

Even so, some global firms have been 
increasing their presence in China. US-
based Morgan Lewis announced it was 
opening a new office in Shenzhen last 
month, while the UK’s HFW said in June 
it was adding an office in the Greater Bay 
Area, its seventh in the region.

Many of Dentons’ rivals already have 
arrangements to refer work to specific 
Chinese firms, rather than an official 
presence. Eversheds Sutherland be -
came the latest to announce such a co-
operation deal last month, in this case 
with King & Wood Mallesons in China.

Other law firm leaders suggested 
their firms were able to continue doing 
business in China under the local rules. 
A person close to Dentons suggested 
that they had been targeted first as “the 
Chinese government is focused initially 
on Chinese law firms” such as Dacheng.

In a taste of what may come, two days 
after Dentons’ decision, the White 
House announced it would ban US 
investment in quantum computing, 
advanced chips and AI sectors in China, 
a move that will affect private equity 
and venture capital firms.

In Beijing, Xi Jinping’s administration 
was “showing no signs of letting up”, the 
person close to Dentons warned.

“If you are foolish enough to think the 
scrutiny will not be extended to your 
operation,” they said of rival firms, 
“[you do so] at your peril.”

Support services. Regulatory pressure

Dentons’ retreat exposes China risks for global law firms

JOE MILLER — NEW YORK

Months before global law firm Dentons 
decided to decouple from its Chinese 
affiliate Dacheng, its staff in western 
nations were advised against travel to 
the country.

Some professionals who had visited 
China were “delayed by many weeks” 
when they attempted to leave, a person 
close to the firm said, prompting a pol-
icy change. Chinese authorities also 
made multiple “visits” to Dacheng sites, 
two people familiar with Dentons’ deci-
sion this week added.

Facing an increasingly hostile envi-
ronment, the largest global law firm by 
personnel quietly retreated from the 
country last Monday. It told clients that 
due to “new mandates and require-
ments relating to data privacy, cyber 
security, capital control and govern-
ance”, it would sever its official relation-
ship with Dacheng.

Dentons’ partners were quick to reas-
sure clients that the firm would con-
tinue to refer work to Dacheng, in a 
“seamless” transition, and that its Hong 
Kong practice, which handles the bigger 
Asian deals, would remain untouched.

But the implicit message from Den-
tons, that China was no longer a place 

Pivot highlights dilemma 

faced by sector as Beijing 

tightens anti-spying rules

Sign of the 
times: Dentons 
is decoupling 
from its 
Chinese affiliate 
Dacheng eight 
years after their 
merger 
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former BG Group executive Martin 
Houston in 2014, when he still led 
Cheniere. Cheniere advanced Houston’s 
company $46mn to begin buying land.

Icahn bought a Cheniere stake in 2015 
and promptly put a stop to a develop-
ment that he viewed as risky and expen-
sive. When Souki was fired that Decem-
ber, Icahn issued a statement to “thank 
and congratulate the board” for “having 
the guts” to let him go.

The Icahn camp was displeased when, 

a few months later, the former Cheniere 
chief announced that he was going into 
business with Houston to build a lique-
faction plant at the very same site.

In duelling lawsuits, Cheniere 
demanded repayment of the $46mn 
that Houston had used to buy the land, 
while Houston’s company sought dam-
ages from Cheniere for walking away 
from their joint venture. The litigation 
was settled in 2020, leaving Souki and 
Houston free to pursue, under the aus-

pices of Tellurian, the scheme that had 
been thwarted at Cheniere.

The venture had begun auspiciously. 
French oil major Total made an invest-
ment in 2016, later promising to buy 
2.5mn tonnes a year from Driftwood. 

By 2017 Tellurian, with few assets 
besides the still-unconstructed termi-
nal, commanded a stock market valua-
tion of nearly $3bn.

At around that time Souki, looking to 
raise cash, says that he called a child-
hood friend and longtime financial 
adviser who had recently arrived at the 
wealth management arm of UBS. 

By 2018, the bank had lent $90mn to 
Souki via a lending fund attached to its 
UBS O’Connor asset management unit, 
secured against his Tellurian shares and 
other collateral. A year later, the UBS 
fund followed up with a $60mn loan to 
Tellurian, where Souki was chair. Souki 
has said in an affidavit that he made an 
introduction but “was not involved in 
the negotiations of the Tellurian loan”.

Soon after the loans were funded, Tel-
lurian hit the rocks. In 2020, with pan-
demic-stricken economies shutting 
down and the price of gas in freefall, 
potential customers including Indian 
importer Petronet walked away from 
their tentatively agreed deals. 

Total backed out the following year. 
Collecting the money that it had 
advanced against an LNG project on the 
Calcasieu river was to prove no easier 
for UBS than it had for Cheniere.

Unlike Cheniere, which had fired and 
then sued Souki, UBS tried at first to 
court him. Souki says that UBS O’Con-
nor’s co-head of capital solutions, Bax-
ter Wasson, asked him to “right the 
ship” at Tellurian, promising in return 
that the bank would take a “holistic 
approach” that would allow “time and 
flexibility” for Souki to repay his own 
loans.

Tellurian said in a securities filing this 
year that it had not been aware of any 

such arrangement, which “may have 
created a conflict of interest”. 

Souki, who took on extra responsibili-
ties with a new title of executive chair, 
declined to comment on whether there 
had been any conflict.

After Tellurian repaid its loans in 
2021, UBS turned its attention to the 
money it had lent Souki, putting the two 
sides at loggerheads. Souki sold some 
parts of Aspen Valley Ranch and says he 
tried to sell others but was blocked by 
the bank; a claim that UBS denies.

Two days before last Christmas Eve, 
UBS notified Souki that it was seizing 
the Tango, which has since been sold in a 
process Souki claims was also botched. 

Earlier this year UBS liquidated the 
Tellurian shares that Souki had pledged 
while they traded near two-year lows; 
Souki says the sales were poorly timed 
and drove the stock even lower.

“You can tell who is not very compe-
tent when things start not going well,” 
Souki said in an interview. “They [UBS 
O’Connor] have taken a group of assets 
that had a lot of value and, by simply 
being bad about everything, they man-
aged to destroy a lot of value.”

UBS countered in a court filing last 
month that it was not required to exer-
cise “clairvoyance”. The bank declined 
further comment.

Souki is now trying to reassert control 
over the sale of his ranch and his real 
estate brokerage in the Colorado ski 
town of Aspen, the remaining collateral 
for loans on which UBS says tens of mil-
lions of dollars are still outstanding. 

A New York court refused his request 
for an injunction that would have 
barred UBS from conducting a planned 
auction of his assets.

But after last week’s bankruptcy pro-
tection filing for two of his personal 
investment vehicles, any decisions on a 
sale could be put in the hands of a fed-
eral judge. “I don’t think there’s going to 
be an auction any more,” Souki said.

Last year Driftwood lost two more 
high-profile buyers, in Shell and Vitol, 
and was forced to abandon a $1bn bond 
sale. Tellurian’s shares have lost 80 per 
cent of their value since 2019.

Two independent directors stepped 
down this year, citing personal reasons 
and time commitments. Tellurian said 
in a subsequent filing that it believed 
that neither had ever been “comfortable 
with the risk profile and strategic direc-
tion” of the company.

Yet Souki is optimistic that he can 
defy sceptics and obtain the billions of 
dollars he needs to complete the project 
as global trade in LNG reaches new 
records.

“Out of the $12bn or $13bn we’re going 
to need [for Driftwood’s first phase], 
we’re now sure that we have nine of 
them,” he told the Financial Times. 
“We’re highly confident that there’s 
other mezzanine financiers who will 
come in. So $2bn from equity partners. 
It’s not going to be very hard.”

Some energy executives say Souki 
himself has become the project’s biggest 
obstacle, making Tellurian a possible 
target for an activist hedge fund. “If you 
took him out, then I think those con-
tracts get signed and people come back,” 
said Ben Dell, managing partner of pri-
vate equity group Kimmeridge.

Souki said that if new shareholders 
came aboard, he was confident he could 
convince them to back his strategy.

As for losing the ranch in a forced sale, 
he offered a milder version of the fears 
expressed in court papers. “I would be 
homeless in Aspen for a short period of 
time,” he said. “But I do have other prop-
erties around the world.”
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He has been hailed as the architect of 
the US liquefied natural gas industry, a 
man whose brash vision reconfigured 
global energy markets and once made 
him the best-paid executive in America.

Now Charif Souki says that he is bat-
tling Swiss bank UBS to keep a roof over 
his head.

Souki founded Cheniere Energy, the 
company that invented the business of 
shipping chilled US shale gas overseas. 

The trade has blossomed since 
Cheniere’s first cargo left port in 2016, 
turning the US into a critical LNG sup-
plier to allies facing an energy crunch.

“Charif has been at the forefront, the 
pioneer, the person who in the face of 
scepticism delivered the proof of con-
cept on a massive scale,” historian Dan-
iel Yergin said when Souki was hon-
oured with the United States Energy 
Award in 2021.

But Souki, sacked from Cheniere after 
a clash with the investor Carl Icahn, has 
so far failed to repeat his success with a 
second gas export venture named Tellu-
rian. Recent financial struggles with 
UBS have complicated his plans.

This year his bankers stripped him of 
much of his Tellurian shareholdings in a 
dispute over a defaulted loan. His prized 
sailing yacht, Tango, has been seized. 

UBS is seeking to liquidate more of his 
assets including Aspen Valley Ranch, an 
813-acre compound in Colorado that 
includes several residences in addition 
to his own. Last week two of his personal 
investment units filed for bankruptcy 
protection to stave off an auction.

Forced sales would “strip my family of 
its privately held business”, “cause my 
children . . . to become unemployed”, 
and “render me homeless”, Souki wrote 
in an affidavit submitted in a lawsuit 
seeking to stop them.

Tellurian plans to construct Drift-
wood LNG on 1,200 acres along Louisi-
ana’s Calcasieu river. If fully built it 
would become one of the largest single 
export projects in the US, costing $25bn.

The site’s history is contentious. Souki 
began discussing the location with 

LNG pioneer battles UBS to keep Aspen ranch
Luxury compound of Cheniere Energy founder Souki threatened amid spat over defaulted loan after setbacks to $25bn Louisiana gas export site

Tellurian, a gas 
venture co-
founded in 2016 
by Charif Souki, 
right, after he 
was sacked from 
Cheniere, plans 
to construct 
Driftwood LNG, 
above. UBS is 
seeking to 
liquidate assets 
such as Souki’s 
luxury Aspen 
compound, top 
right — Tellurian/Aspen 
Daily News/Bloomberg

‘They [UBS 
O’Connor] 
have taken 
a group of 
assets that 
had a lot 
of value. 
And . . .  
they 
managed to 
destroy a 
lot of value’
Charif Souki

JAMIE SMYTH —  NEW YORK

The Supreme Court has put on hold 
Purdue Pharma’s $6bn bankruptcy set-
tlement that would shield members of 
the Sackler family who own the com-
pany from future lawsuits linked to the 
US opioid crisis. 

The court granted a request to stay a 
decision from the US Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit in May that found 
the settlement could protect parties not 
in bankruptcy from future liability in 
certain situations. 

The Supreme Court said it would now 
consider the question of whether the 
bankruptcy code authorises such a 
move, known as “third-party releases”. 
It will hear oral arguments in December. 

Yesterday’s decision is a blow to mem-
bers of the Sackler family who sought to 
turn a page on their legal woes and agree 
a financial settlement that protects 
them against future opioid claims.

Purdue Pharma, which made the 
powerful painkiller OxyContin, filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in New York in 
2019 amid a wave of litigation over its 
role in the opioid crisis that has killed 

almost 1mn people in the US. However, 
members of the Sackler family who 
own the company never filed for 
bankruptcy. 

Third-party releases have become 
controversial in US bankruptcy cases, 
and federal appeals courts have split on 
whether bankruptcy law allows them.

The Department of Justice had asked 
the Supreme Court to delay Purdue’s 
multibillion-dollar settlement, arguing 
that it abuses legal protections that are 
meant for debtors in “financial dis-
tress”, rather than rich people who are 
not in bankruptcy.

Last week, Purdue asked the Supreme 
Court to reject the request by the DoJ, 
arguing it would take “billions of dollars 
out of opioid abatement programmes 
that are sorely needed” and deprive vic-
tims of any “meaningful recovery”.

Members of the Sackler family ini-
tially agreed to pay $4.5bn under Pur-
due’s bankruptcy settlement, which a 
bankruptcy judge approved in 2021. A 
federal judge set it aside later that year.

The Sacklers then agreed to increase 
their financial contribution from $4.5bn 
to $6bn, winning support from several 

dissident victims’ groups and states that 
had opposed the original deal. 

Opponents of the original settlement 
pointed to analysis presented in the 
bankruptcy court that showed the Sack-
ler family members who own Purdue 
had taken more than $10bn out of the 
company between 2008 and 2017.

Samir Parikh, a bankruptcy law pro-
fessor at Lewis & Clark Law School, said 
the Supreme Court has in the past 
reviewed fundamental bankruptcy 
practices and found them unconstitu-
tional or inconsistent with the law. 

“This could be one of those instances,” 
he said. “But losing non-consensual 
third-party releases would be detrimen-
tal to victim recoveries. Remember, the 
Purdue victims approved the plan with 
the releases because it enabled a mean-
ingful recovery on a relatively short 
timeline. Without the releases, those 
victims are going to be thrown into a far 
more chaotic scenario.”

A spokesman for the family of the late 
Mortimer Sackler declined to comment, 
while the family of the late Raymond 
Sackler did not immediately reply to a 
request for comment.

Pharmaceuticals

Court halts $6bn Purdue opioid settlement 
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Global oil demand has hit a record peak 
and may move higher in August, 
threatening to prolong a recent rally in 
crude prices, the International Energy 
Agency said yesterday.

Demand reached an all-time high of 
103mn barrels a day in June, driven by 
better than expected economic growth 
in OECD countries, strong summer air 
travel and surging oil consumption in 
China, particularly for petrochemical 
production, the IEA said in its monthly 
oil report.

The data shows that global efforts to 
cut carbon emissions are yet to com-
pletely halt the rise in on oil demand, 
just as the summer in the northern hem-
isphere has been rocked by record tem-
peratures and wildfires.

The IEA said demand could hit 
another peak this month and was on 
track to average 102.2mn b/d in 2023, 
the highest ever annual level. 

It means demand will have risen by 
2.2mn b/d over the course of the year, 
with 70 per cent of the growth coming 
from China, the IEA said.

Rising demand has pushed oil prices 

higher in the past month, aided by cuts 
in supply made by Saudi Arabia and 
Russia.

Production from Opec+ countries 
dropped in July to the lowest level 
since October 2021 after Saudi Arabia, 
which leads the group, cut its own out-
put by 1mn b/d in a move to shore up 
prices. 

It said last week that it would extend 

shipping costs but, if buyers of Austral-
ian gas in Asia need to hunt for alterna-
tives, it will pitch them directly into 
competition with Europe. 

“A lot of US volume . . . which are cur-
rently being sent to Europe, could be 
taken to Asia, raising the risk of an inter-
regional bidding war,” said Kaushal 
Ramesh, head of LNG analytics at Rys-
tad Energy.

Prices on the Title Transfer Facility, 
the European gas benchmark, fell 7.5 
per cent to €36.6 per megawatt hour 
($11.7 per million British thermal units) 
on Thursday.

Storage, which is critical for meeting 
winter demand, is close to 90 per cent 
full and could reach capacity in the next 
month or so, analysts have predicted — 
weeks before the heating season starts.

While Europe sits on a comfortable 
level of reserves now, “the market 
remains unstable as this winter could 
still turn out severe and rapidly deplete 
storage”, Ramesh said.

Goldman Sachs analyst Samantha 
Dart said that, if the Australian strikes 
go ahead, it would require “much less of 
a weather impact to take storage below 
average by the end of March 2024”.

the cut into September and could even 
reduce output further. 

The measure, combined with output 
reductions carried out by Russia, will 
plunge Opec+ production in the third 
quarter to a two-year low, according to 
the IEA’s forecast.

Brent crude, the international oil 
benchmark, was trading at about $87 a 
barrel yesterday, up 10 per cent over the 
past month — with some analysts 
predicting a return to $100 a barrel oil 
this year.

The rallying crude price has already 
provoked concern in the US, where pet-
rol costs have reached a nine-month 
high just as President Joe Biden steps up 
his bid for re-election next year.

Oil demand was expected to rise again 
in 2024 but at slower rate, the IEA 
warned, as it trimmed its demand 
growth forecast for 2024 by 150,000 
b/d. “With the post-pandemic recovery 
having largely run its course and as the 
energy transition gathers pace, growth 
will slow to 1 mb/d in 2024,” it said.

The growth would be driven by China 
again, with 60 per cent of the additional 
in demand coming from the country, it 
added.

Commodities

Crude’s rally set to continue as global 
demand reaches record high, says IEA

SHOTARO TANI 

The surge in European gas prices this 
week underscores how the region’s suc-
cess in weaning itself off Russian 
energy has left it more vulnerable to 
volatile global energy markets.

Europe managed to avert an energy cri-
sis last year by rapidly increasing 
imports of liquefied natural gas. 

The seaborne fuel replaced the flow 
from Russian pipelines after the Krem-
lin cut off the majority of supplies in an 
escalating energy confrontation follow-
ing its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

But the dependence on LNG has left 
European energy prices more sensitive 
to global supply disruptions.

European natural gas prices surged 
nearly 40 per cent on Wednesday as the 
prospect of strikes at multiple large 
Australian LNG projects — collectively 
providing about 10 per cent of global 
seaborne gas supplies — sent panic 
through markets. 

“The potential for strike action at 
LNG export plants in Australia once 
again highlights the fact that we are now 
clearly in a globalised gas market,” said 
Tom Marzec-Manser at energy consul-

Commodities

 Jump in gas prices highlights Europe’s 
vulnerability to energy supply shocks

tancy ICIS. “Europe has understandably 
backfilled Russian pipeline supply with 
versatile LNG. But that versatility leads 
to increased price volatility.”

Goldman Sachs warned European 
prices could double this winter.

Before the war in Ukraine, what hap-
pened in Asian gas markets only had a 
limited impact in Europe, where plenti-

ful Russian pipeline gas meant the con-
tinent was only a minor buyer of LNG. 

In 2021, the super-chilled fuel only 
accounted for about 20 per cent of the 
EU’s overall gas imports, data from 
think-tank Bruegel showed. Russian gas 
accounted for 40 per cent.

But the war has shifted the balance. 
LNG made up 34 per cent of the EU’s gas 
imports last year and that is expected to 
rise again in 2023 to 40 per cent.

LNG from Australia rarely makes it 
directly to European shores due to high 

‘[Europe has shifted 
towards] versatile LNG. 
But that versatility leads to 
increased price volatility’

Brent crude prices have risen by 10 
per cent over the past month

Investors said the resilience reflected 
the fact that the global financial system 
has been awash in cash since the pan-
demic but the backdrop for further 
decreases is becoming more challeng-
ing.

“The second trillion worth of balance 
sheet reduction is likely to have more of 
an impact,” said Jay Barry, co-head of US 
rates strategy at JPMorgan. 

“The first trillion occurred against the 
backdrop of the federal funds rate mov-
ing rapidly higher and the second tril-
lion matters more because it’s coming 
against the backdrop of a quicker 
increase in the pace of Treasury supply,” 
Barry added.

The Fed aims to cut another $1.5tn 
from its balance sheet by mid-2025, just 
as the US government is dramatically 
increasing the amount of debt that it 
issues and as demand from foreign 
investors wanes. 

That threatens to drive up borrowing 
costs for the government and for com-
panies — and would cause losses for the 
many investors who have piled into 
bonds this year, expecting yields to fall 

as the cycle of interest rate rises draws to 
a close. 

Manmohan Singh, a senior economist 
at the IMF, said a further $1tn of QT 
would be equivalent to lifting the fed-
eral funds rate by another 0.15 to 0.25 
percentage points.

“With interest rates stabilising, the 
effects of more QT may be easier to see,” 
he said. 

The Treasury department has 
ramped up bond issuance this year to fill 
the gap between lower tax revenue and 
higher government spending. 

Earlier this month, the agency 
announced it would increase the sizes of 
its auctions in the coming quarter and 
that there would be further increases in 
the quarters to come. 

Meghan Swiber, a rates analyst at 
Bank of America, estimated that some 
auction sizes could reach the peaks hit 
in 2021 — at the height of Covid-19 bor-
rowing. 

Meanwhile, demand from Japan, the 
largest foreign holder of Treasury 
bonds, is forecast to fall. The Bank of 
Japan in July eased control on its govern-

ment bond market, sending Japanese 
bond yields to the highest level in 
almost a decade. 

Higher bond yields have led some 
investors to expect a significant repatri-
ation of Japanese money with notable 
flows out of Treasuries.

QT, even in this scenario, is not 
expected to result in the sort of liquidity 
calamity seen in 2019. Unlike four years 
ago, there is still a lot of cash in the finan-
cial system. 

Although usage has come down, a 
special Fed facility designed specifically 
to suck up excess cash still has investors 
putting $1.8tn into it every night. 

Bank reserves are lower this year but 
remain far above the levels at which the 
Fed starts to worry.

But some analysts think yields in the 
Treasury market could go up signifi-
cantly, particularly on longer-dated 
bonds. Higher yields reflect lower 
prices.

“The Fed’s unwind, even though it’s 
passive, should lead to a steeper yield 
curve,” Barry said. “Even though we’re 
done with rate hikes, [QT] could influ-
ence the yield curve for the rest of this 
year and into next year as well.”

Because Treasury yields underpin 
valuations across asset classes, a signifi-
cant rise would also mean higher costs 
for corporate borrowers and could 
undermine the rally in equities this 
year.

“All of this shuffles around the buyers 
and the sellers and the market,” said 
Scott Skyrm, a repo trader at Curvature 
Securities. “And, of course, when you 
move things around, it tends to create 
more volatility. I expect more volatility 
in September and October as a lot more 
issuance comes.”
See The Long View

KATE DUGUID AND NICHOLAS MEGAW 
NEW YORK

The US Federal Reserve’s drive to shrink 
its swollen balance sheet is poised to hit 
$1tn this month, hitting a significant 
milestone in its attempt to reverse
years of easy pandemic-era monetary 
policy as investors warn that further 
reductions threaten to shake financial 
markets.

The US central bank bought trillions 
of dollars of government bonds and 
mortgage-backed securities to help sta-
bilise the financial system during the 
early stages of the Covid-19 pandemic 
but last spring started letting its hold-
ings mature without replacing them.

As of August 9, the Fed’s portfolio had 
shrunk by $0.98tn since the portfolio’s 
peak of $8.55tn in May last year and 
analysis of weekly data suggested that it 
was on track to pass $1tn before the end 
of the month. 

By removing one of the largest buyers 
from government bond markets, the 
Fed’s balance sheet reduction — known 
as quantitative tightening — adds to the 
supply of debt that private investors 
have to absorb.

For the central bank, quantitative 
tightening can be a precarious path. It 
was forced to end its previous attempt in 
2019 after the balance sheet unwinding 
contributed to a sharp spike in borrow-
ing costs that spooked markets. 

So far, the latest round of tightening 
has proceeded smoothly, despite hap-
pening at almost twice the pace of 
2018-19 reductions. 

Central bank will continue 

shedding US Treasuries amid 

heavy government borrowing

‘I expect 
more 
volatility in 
September 
and 
October as 
a lot more 
issuance 
comes’

Shrinking 
feeling: for
the US Federal 
Reserve, 
quantitative 
tightening can 
be a precarious 
path to take
as a previous 
attempt in 2019 
spooked trading
Sarah Silbiger/Reuters

Fixed income. Quantitative tightening

Traders braced for fallout as Fed 
balance sheet shrinks by $1tn

The Fed has been shrinking its balance sheet
Total securities held outright plus unsettled mortgage-backed securities ($tn)

Source: New York Fed
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Spain has put forward deputy prime 
minister Nadia Calviño as its candidate 
to run the European Investment Bank, 
intensifying the race to lead the world’s 
largest multilateral lender.

A former European Commission offi-
cial, Calviño will face off against several 
other candidates for the hotly contested 
role, including Margrethe Vestager, EU 
competition and digital regulation com-
missioner. The post has never been held 
by a woman.

The EIB, which has a balance sheet of 
about €550bn, is expected to take a role 
in financing Ukraine’s postwar recon-
struction. 

It is looking to replace Werner Hoyer, 
a German who has been its president for 
more than a decade, when his term ends 
in December.

The EIB’s shareholders are the EU’s 27 
member states and the bloc’s finance 
ministers are expected to choose a new 
chief at a meeting in September. The 
successful candidate will need the back-
ing of both Germany and France. 

Calviño was proposed yesterday by 
the caretaker government of acting 
prime minister Pedro Sánchez. Spain 
remains in political limbo following an 
inconclusive general election in July.

She has served as Spain’s economy 

minister for the past five years and as 
deputy prime minister since 2020, help-
ing to steer the country through the pan-
demic.

Spain is eager to have one of its own 
nationals at the top of the Luxembourg-
based institution for the first time.

A Spanish government official, who 
confirmed the nomination, said Calviño 
deserved credit for the performance of 
Spain’s economy, including its high 
employment by national standards and 
low inflation compared with most of its 
European peers, and its “booming 
domestic and foreign investment”.

The official said Calviño has “the full 
support” of Sánchez and will continue to 
perform her duties as deputy prime 
minister until the end of the year when 
Spain’s six-month presidency of the EU 
will also finish.

Vestager, a former Danish economy 
and interior minister, was proposed by 
Denmark to lead the EIB in June. 

She was the frontrunner for the job 
but she lost the support of some capitals, 
notably Paris, after appointing an 
American economist for a senior role in 
Brussels — a controversial decision she 
later had to reverse.

Other candidates for the role include 
Daniele Franco, the former Italian 
finance minister, the EIB’s Polish vice-
president, Teresa Czerwińska, and its 
Swedish vice-president, Thomas Östros.

The EIB would not comment on the 
candidates to replace Hoyer.
Additional reporting by Javier Espinoza

Europe policymaking

Spain backs 
deputy PM 
Calviño as 
EIB leader

Vestager, a former Danish 
economy and interior 
minister, was proposed
by Denmark in June
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3 WWaaWWWW llll SSttrreeeett ssttoocckkss ffaallll aafftteerr iinnccrreeaassee iinn
UUSS wwhhoolleessaallee pprriicceess
3 TTrreeaassuurriieess sslliiddee bbuutt ddoollllaarr ggaaiinnss aass
iinnvveessttoorrss ddiiggeesstt llaatteesstt iinnffllaattiioonn ddaattaa
3 CChhiinnaa eeccoonnoommiicc ggrroowwtthh ffeeaarrss
oovveerrsshhaaddooww ssttoocckkss iinn AAssiiaa

GGlloobbaall ssttococksks ffeellll yyeesstteerrddaayy aass ffrreesshh ddaattaa
oonn UUSS pprrododuucceerr pprriiccee iinnffllaattiioonn cacammee iinn
aabobovvee mmaarrkkeett eexxpepectctaattiioonnss,, hheeiigghhtteenniinngg
iinnvveessttoorrss’’ ccoonncceerrnnss tthhaatt tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss
llaarrggeesstt eeccoonnoommyy ccoouulldd kkeeeepp rraatteess hhiigghheerr
ffoorr lloonnggeerr..

WWaallll SSttrreeeett’’ss bebenncchhmmaarrkk SS&&PP 550000 lloosstt
00..11.. peperr cceenntt bbyy mmiiddddaayy iinn NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk wwhhiillee
tthhee tteecchh--ffococuusseedd NNaassddaaqq CCoommpopossiittee ggaavvee
uupp 00..66 peperr cceenntt..

TThhee mmoovveess cacammee aafftteerr ffrreesshh ddaattaa iinn tthhee
UUSS sshhoowweedd tthhaatt aannnnuuaall pprrododuucceerr iinnffllaattiioonn
aacccceelleerraatteedd ttoo 00..88 peperr cceenntt iinn JJuullyy ffrroomm
00..22 peperr cceenntt iinn tthhee pprreevviioouuss mmoonntthh ——
mmaarrggiinnaallllyy aabobovvee tthhee 00..77 peperr cceenntt
ffoorreecacasstt ooff eeccoonnoommiissttss popolllleedd bbyy RReeuutteerrss..

TThhee UUSS DDoollllaarr iinnddeexx,, aa ggaauuggee ooff tthhee
ssttrreennggtthh ooff tthhee ccuurrrreennccyy aaggaaiinnsstt aa bbaasskkeett
ooff ssiixx pepeeerrss,, ggaaiinneedd 00..33 peperr cceenntt aafftteerr tthhee
ddaattaa rreelleeaassee,, hhiittttiinngg iittss hhiigghheesstt lleevveell iinn
mmoorree tthhaann aa mmoonntthh..

““TThhee iinnccrreeaassee iinn wwhhoolleessaallee pprriicceess
sseerrvveess aass aa rreemmiinnddeerr tthhaatt tthhee ddaattaa--
ddeepepennddeenntt FFeedd iissnn’’tt rreeaaddyy ttoo ddeeccllaarree
vviictctoorryy oonn iittss cacammppaaiiggnn ttoo qquueellll iinnffllaattiioonn,,””
ssaaiidd QQuuiinnccyy KKrroossbbyy,,yyyy cchhiieeff gglloobbaall ssttrraatteeggiisstt
ffoorr LLPPLL FFiinnaanncciiaall,, aa UUSS bbrrookkeerr--ddeeaalleerr..

AA ddaayy eeaarrlliieerr,,rrrr tthhee llaatteesstt UUSS ccoonnssuummeerr
pprriiccee iinnffllaattiioonn rreepoporrtt sshhoowweedd pprriicceess rroossee
aatt aann aannnnuuaall rraattee ooff 33..22 peperr cceenntt iinn JJuullyy,,yyyy
uupp ffrroomm 33 peperr cceenntt iinn tthhee pprreevviioouuss mmoonntthh..

YYiieellddss oonn popolliiccyy--sseennssiittiivvee ttwwoo--yyeeaarr UUSS
TTrreeaassuurriieess rroossee 77 bbaassiiss popoiinnttss ttoo 44..99 peperr
cceenntt wwhhiillee tthhoossee oonn bebenncchhmmaarrkk 1100--yyeeaarr

bobonnddss aaddddeedd 66bbpp ttoo 44..11.. 44 peperr cceenntt aass
iinnvveessttoorrss ssoolldd tthhee ddeebbtt..

AAccrroossss tthhee AAttllaannttiicc,, tthhee rreeggiioonn--wwiiddee
SSttooxxxx EEuurroopepe 660000 ffeellll 11..11.. peperr cceenntt,, tthhee
CCaacc 4400 iinn PPaarriiss lloosstt 11..33 peperr cceenntt aanndd
FFrraannkkffuurrtt’’ss XXeettrraa DDaaxx sslliidd 11 peperr cceenntt..

LLoonnddoonn’’ss FFTTSSEE 110000 wwaass ddoowwnn 11..22 peperr
cceenntt aafftteerr UUKK ggrroowwtthh ddaattaa cacammee iinn
ssttrroonnggeerr tthhaann eexxpepectcteedd yyeesstteerrddaayy,,yyyy rraaiissiinngg
ccoonncceerrnnss tthhaatt tthhee BBooEE ccoouulldd kkeeeepp iinntteerreesstt
rraatteess hhiigghheerr ffoorr lloonnggeerr..

““TThhee bebetttteerr tthhaann eexxpepectcteedd ggrroowwtthh
ffiigguurreess wwiillll lliikkeellyy ggiivvee tthhee BBaannkk ooff
EEnnggllaanndd ssoommee ccoommffoorrtt tthhaatt rraaiissiinngg
iinntteerreesstt rraatteess ttoo ffiigghhtt iinnffllaattiioonn hhaassnn’’tt yyeett

ppuusshheedd tthhee eeccoonnoommyy iinnttoo rreecceessssiioonn,,”” ssaaiidd
RRiicchhaarrdd FFllaaxx,, cchhiieeff iinnvveessttmmeenntt ooffffiicceerr
aatt MMoonneeyyffaarrmm..

AAssiiaann mmaarrkkeettss wweerree aallssoo lloowweerr aass
iinnvveessttoorrss ccoonnttiinnuueedd ttoo ddiiggeesstt ddaattaa iinn tthhee
wweeeekk tthhaatt sshhoowweedd CChhiinnaa’’ss eexxpoporrttss ffeellll bbyy
tthhee mmoosstt ssiinnccee tthhee bebeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee
CCoovviidd--1199 ppaannddeemmiicc,, aammpplliiffyyiinngg ccoonncceerrnnss
aabobouutt tthhee ccoouunnttrryy’’ss eeccoonnoommiicc ggrroowwtthh..

HHoonngg KKoonngg’’ss HHaanngg SSeenngg iinnddeexx sshheedd 00..99
peperr cceenntt,, eennddiinngg tthhee wweeeekk 11..55 peperr cceenntt
lloowweerr,,rr wwhhiillee CChhiinnaa’’ss CCSSII 330000 iinnddeexx ooff
SShhaanngghhaaii aanndd SShheennzzhheenn ssttocockkss ffeellll 22..33
peperr cceenntt,, lleeaavviinngg iitt ddoowwnn 11..11.. peperr cceenntt ffoorr
tthhee wweeeekk.. DDaarriiaa MMoossoolloovvaa

What you need to know

Dollar strengthens as US inflation lingers
US Dollar index

Source: Refinitiv
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The day in the markets

Markets update

US Eurozone Japan UK China Brazil
Stocks S&P 500 Eurofirst 300 Nikkei 225 FTSE100 Shanghai Comp Bovespa

Level 4462.60 1816.53 32473.65 7524.16 3189.25 118595.45

% change on day -0.14 -1.06 0.84 -1.24 -2.01 0.21
Currency $ index (DXY) $ per € Yen per $ $ per £ Rmb per $ Real per $

Level 102.452 1.097 144.740 1.271 7.235 4.881

% change on day -0.070 -0.454 0.239 -0.157 0.375 0.714
Govt. bonds 10-year Treasury 10-year Bund 10-year JGB 10-year Gilt 10-year bond 10-year bond

Yield 4.142 2.621 0.584 4.617 2.640 10.492

Basis point change on day 12.310 9.700 0.000 16.200 -0.800 0.400
World index, Commods FTSE All-World Oil - Brent Oil - WTI Gold Silver Metals (LMEX)

Level 451.17 87.11 83.54 1920.90 22.80 3722.10

% change on day -0.56 0.82 0.87 -0.10 0.42 0.00
Yesterday's close apart from: Currencies = 16:00 GMT; S&P, Bovespa, All World, Oil = 17:00 GMT; Gold, Silver = London pm fix. Bond data supplied by Tullett Prebon.

Main equity markets
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Biggest movers
% US Eurozone UK
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Vf 3.58

News 3.19

News 3.08

Occidental Petroleum 3.03

Ebay 2.89

Saipem 6.57

Commerzbank 2.38

Fresenius 1.04

Raiffeisen Bank Internat 0.82

Rwe 0.65

Beazley 1.13

Haleon 0.37

Coca-cola Hbc Ag 0.31

Bunzl 0.21

Natwest 0.21

%

D
ow

n
s

Bath & Body Works -4.90

Caesars Entertainment -4.00

Wynn Resorts -3.98

Lam Research -3.81

Illumina -3.71
Prices taken at 17:00 GMT

Oci -3.75

Novozymes -3.54

Bollore -3.32

Continental -3.13

Hann.rueck -3.11
Based on the constituents of the FTSE Eurofirst 300 Eurozone

Entain -4.89

Antofagasta -4.20

Abrdn -3.38

Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust -3.25

Prudential -2.89

All data provided by Morningstar unless otherwise noted.

NNeeaarr tthhee ttoopp ooff tthhee SS&&PP 550000 iinnddeexx wwaass
RRuupeperrtt MMuurrddocochh’’ss NNeewwss CCoorrpp,, wwhhiicchh
rreepoporrtteedd aaddjjuusstteedd eeaarrnniinnggss eexxcclluuddiinngg
iitteemmss ooff 1144 cceennttss peperr sshhaarree ffoorr iittss ffiisscacall
ffoouurrtthh qquuaarrtteerr —— mmoorree tthhaann 6600 peperr cceenntt
aahheeaadd ooff WWaallll SSttrreeeett eessttiimmaatteess..

RRoobeberrtt TThhoommssoonn,, cchhiieeff eexxeeccuuttiivvee,, ssaaiidd
““ffoorr tthhee ffiirrsstt ttiimmee,, ddiiggiittaall aaccccoouunntteedd ffoorr
oovveerr 5500 peperr cceenntt ooff NNeewwss CCoorrpp’’ss rreevveennuueess
ffoorr tthhee ffuullll yyeeaarr,,rrrr mmaarrkkiinngg aa pprrooffoouunndd
ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn dduurriinngg tthhee ppaasstt ddeecacaddee””..

WWeeWWooWW rrkk,, tthhee ooffffiiccee ssppaaccee pprroovviiddeerr,,rrrr rroossee
sshhaarrppllyy ddaayyss aafftteerr rreelleeaassiinngg aa gglluumm
ttrraaddiinngg uupdpdaattee iinn wwhhiicchh iitt wwaarrnneedd aabobouutt
iittss aabbiilliittyy ““ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee aass aa ggooiinngg ccoonncceerrnn””..

MMaarrkkeett wwaattcchheerrss sspepeccuullaatteedd tthhaatt ddaayy
ttrraaddeerrss hhaadd ttaakkeenn aa kkeeeenn iinntteerreesstt iinn tthhee
lloossssmmaakkiinngg bbuussiinneessss,, rreefflleectcteedd iinn WWeeWWoorrkk
bebeiinngg aammoonngg tthhee ttoopp ttrreennddiinngg ttiicckkeerrss oonn
SSttocockkTTwwTTTT iittss,, aa ttrraaddiinngg ppllaattffoorrmm popoppuullaarr
wwiitthh rreettaaiill iinnvveessttoorrss..

AA ““ggooiinngg ccoonncceerrnn”” wwaarrnniinngg wwaass aallssoo
bebehhiinndd aa sstteeeepp ffaallll iinn CCaannoo HHeeaalltthh,, aa
pprriimmaarryy cacarree pprroovviiddeerr,,rr wwhhiicchh pplluummmmeetteedd
aafftteerr ssttaattiinngg tthhaatt iittss ccuurrrreenntt lliiqquuiiddiittyy lleevveell
wwaass ““nnoott ssuuffffiicciieenntt ttoo ccoovveerr tthhee
ccoommppaannyy’’ss oopeperraattiinngg,, iinnvveessttiinngg aanndd
ffiinnaanncciinngg uusseess ffoorr tthhee nneexxtt 1122 mmoonntthhss””..

CCaannoo,, wwhhiicchh rreepoporrtteedd aa qquuaarrtteerrllyy nneett
lloossss ooff $$227700..77mmnn,, ssaaiidd iitt wwaass wwiitthhddrraawwiinngg
iittss ffiisscacall yyeeaarr 22002233 gguuiiddaannccee aanndd llooookkiinngg
aatt aa ssaallee oorr ooffffllooaaddiinngg ““ssuubbssttaannttiiaallllyy aallll ooff
iittss aasssseettss””.. RaRayy DDoouuggllaass

Wall Street LondonEurope

LLeennddeerr UUBBSS rraalllliieedd oonn nneewwss tthhaatt iitt hhaadd
tteerrmmiinnaatteedd iittss SSFFrr99bbnn (($$1100..33bbnn)) lloossss--
pprrootteectctiioonn aaggrreeeemmeenntt wwiitthh tthhee SSwwiissss
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt aanndd aa SSFFrr110000bbnn ppuubblliicc
lliiqquuiiddiittyy bbaaccksksttoopp wwiitthh tthhee ccoouunnttrryy’’ss
cceennttrraall bbaannkk..

TThheessee mmeeaassuurreess wweerree ppuutt iinn ppllaaccee aatt
tthhee hheeiigghhtt ooff tthhee bbaannkkiinngg ttuurrmmooiill tthhaatt lleedd
ttoo UUBBSS ttaakkiinngg oovveerr rriivvaall CCrreeddiitt SSuuiissssee..

CCiittii wweellccoommeedd tthhee uupdpdaattee,, nnoottiinngg tthhaatt
tthhee ddiittcchhiinngg ooff tthhee LLPPAA ssaavveedd oonn ffuuttuurree
ffeeeess aanndd pprroovviiddeedd aa rreeaassssuurraannccee oonn tthhee
hheeaalltthh ooff CCrreeddiitt SSuuiissssee’’ss nnoonn--ccoorree
poporrttffoolliioo,, wwhhiicchh hhaadd nnooww bebeeenn pprroopeperrllyy
rreevviieewweedd bbyy UUBBSS..

AA bbrrookkeerr’’ss ddoowwnnggrraaddee wweeiigghheedd oonn
AAuuttooSSttoorree,, aa sspepecciiaalliisstt iinn wwaarreehhoouussee
aauuttoommaattiioonn,, wwhhiicchh hhaadd iittss rraattiinngg lloowweerreedd
ffrroomm ““bbuuyy”” ttoo ““hhoolldd”” bbyy JJeeffffeerriieess..

AAnnaallyyssttss rreevviieewwiinngg rreessuullttss aanndd
ttrraannssccrriippttss ffrroomm ssooffttwwaarree vveennddoorrss aanndd
AAuuttooSSttoorree’’ss pepeeerrss ssaaiidd sseennttiimmeenntt iinn tthhee
sseectctoorr hhaadd wweeaakkeenneedd rreecceennttllyy..

TThhee NNoorrwweeggiiaann ggrroouupp,, aallrreeaaddyy uupp mmoorree
tthhaann 2200 peperr cceenntt tthhiiss yyeeaarr,,rr wwaass uunnlliikkeellyy ttoo
““eesscacapepe”” tthhiiss ttrreenndd,, ssaaiidd JJeeffffeerriieess..

FFoorreecacasstt--bebeaattiinngg rreessuullttss pprroopepelllleedd
GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss BBeecchhttllee hhiigghheerr wwiitthh tthhee IITT
ggrroouupp popossttiinngg pprree--ttaaxx eeaarrnniinnggss ooff
€€9933..88mmnn iinn tthhee sseeccoonndd qquuaarrtteerr —— 55 peperr
cceenntt aabobovvee aannaallyysstt eessttiimmaatteess,, ddrriivveenn bbyy aa
ssttrroonngg sshhoowwiinngg iinn cclloouudd ccoommppuuttiinngg aanndd
sseeccuurriittyy.. RaRayy DDoouuggllaass

HHeeaalltthhcacarree ssooffttwwaarree sspepecciiaalliisstt EEmmiiss
ssuurrggeedd aafftteerr tthhee UUK’K’ss ccoommpepettiittiioonn
wwaattcchhddogog pprroovviissiioonnaallllyy cclleeaarreedd iittss
aaccqquuiissiittiioonn bbyy UUSS iinnssuurraannccee ccoommppaannyy
UUnniitteeddHHeeaalltthh GGrroouupp..

TThhee CCoommpepettiittiioonn aanndd MMaarrkkeettss
AAuutthhoorriittyy rreeffeerrrreedd tthhee ddeeaall ttoo aann
iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn iinn MMaarrcchh oonn ccoonncceerrnnss tthhaatt iitt
ccoouulldd rreessuulltt iinn aa ““ssuubbssttaannttiiaall lleesssseenniinngg”” ooff
ccoommpepettiittiioonn iinn tthhee UUKK.. BBootthh EEmmiiss aanndd
UUnniitteeddHHeeaalltthh,, tthhrroouugghh iittss OOppttuumm aarrmm,,
pprroovviiddee sseerrvviicceess ttoo tthhee NNHHSS..

NNeeaarr tthhee ttoopp ooff tthhee FFTTSSEE mmiidd--cacapp 225500
iinnddeexx wwaass oouuttssoouurrcceerr CCaappiittaa,, wwhhiicchh hhaadd
iittss rraattiinngg lliifftteedd ffrroomm ““hhoolldd”” ttoo ““bbuuyy”” bbyy
SShhoorree CCaappiittaall..

TThhee bbrrookkeerr eexxpepectctss ffrreeee cacasshh ffllooww aanndd
pprrooffiittaabbiilliittyy ttoo rriissee dduurriinngg tthhee nneexxtt 1122
mmoonntthhss aass tthhee ggrroouupp ccoommpplleetteess iittss
rreessttrruuctctuurriinngg..

CCaappiittaa’’ss ““nnoonn--peperrffoorrmmiinngg ccoonnttrraactctss””,,
wwhhiicchh hhaavvee hhiitt mmaarrggiinnss,, wweerree aallssoo
eexxpepectcteedd ttoo wwiinndd ddoowwnn oorr bebe nneeggoottiiaatteedd
dduurriinngg tthhee nneexxtt ttwwoo yyeeaarrss,, ssaaiidd aannaallyyssttss..

TThhee LLoonnddoonn--lliisstteedd sshhaarreess ooff AAuussttrraalliiaa--
bbaasseedd ccoopppeperr aanndd ggoolldd mmiinneerr CCeellssiiuuss
RReessoouurrcceess ssaannkk oonn nneewwss tthhaatt iittss ttaakkeeoovveerr
bbyy SSiillvveerrccoorrpp MMeettaallss wwaass uunnlliikkeellyy ttoo
hhaapppepenn..

IIttss boboaarrdd —— ffoolllloowwiinngg ffeeeeddbbaacckk ffrroomm
sshhaarreehhoollddeerrss —— ssaaiidd iitt ddiidd nnoott bebelliieevvee tthhee
ddeeaall wwoouulldd bebe aapppprroovveedd aatt iittss ccuurrrreenntt
pprriiccee.. RaRayy DDoouuggllaass

iitthhtttt tthhtttt eeNNaassddaaqquuppmmoorree
tthhtttt aannaatthhtttt iirrddssooffaaffff rrtthhtttt iiss
yyeeaarraannddootthhtttt eerreeqquuiittyytttt
mmaarrkkeekkkk ttssppeerrffooffff rrmmiinngg
wweellllttoooo,,iitt’’ssnnoossuurrpprriissee

tthhtt aattaaaa rraavvaaaa eennoouussiinnvvnnnn eessttmmeennttbbaannkkeekk rrssaarree
bbuussyyrreessuurrrreeccttiinnggtthhtttt eemmoorriibbuunnddmmaarrkkeekkkk tt
ffooffff rriinniittiiaallaa ppuubblliiccooffffffff eeffff rriinnggss..
IIPPOOssaarree,,ooffccoouurrssee,,aabbeellllwweetthhtttt eerrooff
ssoorrttrrrr ssffooffff rrtthhtttt eehheeaallaaaa tthhtttt oofftthhtttt eeeeqquuiittyytttt ccaappiittaallaaaa
mmaarrkkeekk ttss..TThheeddeeggrreeeettoowwhhiicchhiinnvvnnnn eessttoorrss
aarreewwiilllliinnggttoottaakkaaaa eekk rriisskkssoonntthhtttt eeffiiffff rrsstteeqquuiittyytttt
ooffffffff eeffff rriinnggooffaaccoommppaannyyhhaasslloonnggbbeeeenn
ccoonnssiiddeerreeddaalliittmmuusstteessttooffmmaarrkkeekkkk tt
sseennttiimmeenntt..
IIPPOOssaarreeaallaa ssoouussuuaallaaaa llyylluuccrraattaaaa iivveeffooffff rr
bbaannkkeekk rrsswwiitthhtt uunnddeerrwwrrrr rriittiinnggffeeffff eessooffaass
mmuucchhaass77ppeerrcceennttoofftthhtttt eemmoonneeyyrraaiisseedd,,
aallaaaa tthhtt oouugghhtthhtttt eesseeaarreenneeggoottiiaabbaa lleeaannddbbiiggggeerr
ddeeaallaaaa ssuussuuaallaaaa llyyggeettddoonneeffooffff rrlleessss..
SSttiillll,,tthhtttt eeiinncceennttiivveessffooffff rrWWaaWWWW llaa llSSttrreeeett
bbaannkkeekk rrssttoouunnddeerrwwrrrr rriittee——aannddtthhtttt eennttoo
hhyyppeeuupp——IIPPOOssaarreeaassrroobbuussttaasseevveerr..rrrr
““TThheenneewwiissssuueemmaarrkkeekkkk ttiissrruunnnniinngg
bbeetttttttt eerrtthhtt aanniittwwaassiinn22002222,,aallaaaa tthhtttt oouugghhwwee’’rree
aalloonngg,,lloonnggwwaayyaaaa ffrrffff oommwwhheerreewweeuusseeddttoo
bbee,,””ssaaiiddMMiicchhaaeellWWiissee,,tthhtttt eevviicce-ce-chhaaiirrooff
eeqquuiittyytttt ccaappiittaallaaaa mmaarrkkeekk ttssaattaaaa JJPPMMoorrggrr aann
CChhaassee..
TThheepprroobblleemmiisstthhtttt aattaaaa ,,aaccccoorrddiinnggttoo
WWiissee,,mmaannyyoofftthhtttt eeIIPPOOssddoonneeiinn22002211aanndd
22002222aarreettrraaddiinnggbbeelloowwtthhtttt eeiirrIIPPOOpprriicceess..
TThhaattaaaa mmaakkaaaa eekkkk ssiinnssttiittuuttiioonnaallaaaa iinnvvnnnn eessttoorrss
ffuuffff rriioouussaannddddiissccoouurraaggaa eesstthhtttt eemmffrrffff oomm
bbuuyyiinnggnneewwiissssuueessuunnlleesssstthhtttt eeyyaarreepprriicceedd
ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurraabbaa llyyaannddaarreeffrrffff oommccoommppaanniieesswwiitthhtttt
eessttaabbaa lliisshheeddttrraacckkrreeccoorrddss..““IItt’’ssaassllooww
hheeaallaaaa iinnggpprroocceessss,,””hheessaaiidd..
WWaaWWWW llaaaa llSSttrreeeetthhaassbbeeeennoonnllyyttoooohhaappppyyttoo
aaccccoommmmooddaattaaaa eetthhtttt eeddeemmaannddssooffbbuurrnntt
iinnvvnnnn eessttoorrssaannddhhaassbbeeeennpprroocceeeeddiinngg

mmuucchh--hhyyppeeddIIssrraaeelliibbeeaauuttyytttt pprroodduuccttss
aannddwweellllnneessssccoommppaannyy..WWiitthhtttt tthhtttt eehheellppooff
uunnddeerrwwrrrr rriitteerrssGGoollddmmaannSSaacchhss,,MMoorrggrr aann
SSttaannlleeyyaannddAAlllleenn&&CCoo,,OOddddiittyytttt TTeeTTTT cchhffllffff eeww
ooffffffff tthhtttt eesshheellvveess..
PPrriicceeddaattaaaa $$3355aasshhaarree,,aammoonntthhtttt oorrssoo
llaattaaaa eerrtthhtttt eessttoocckkiissttrraaddiinnggaattaaaa aabbaa oouutt$$5500aa
sshhaarreewwiitthhtttt aammaarrkkeekkkk ttvvaallaaaa uueecclloosseettoo$$33bbnn..
TThhaattaaaa pprroovveeddttoobbeeaanniimmppoorrttrrrr aannttddeeaallaa ffooffff rr
tthhtttt eeeeqquuiittyytttt mmaarrkkeekkkk ttss..““IIffyyoouu’’rreennoott
ssttrreettcchhiinnggtthhtttt eebboouunnddaarriieess,,aannddiiffyyoouu’’rree
aattaaaa ssccaallaaaa eeaannddyyoouu’’rreemmaakkaaaa iinnggmmoonneeyy,,yyyy yyoouu
ccaannssuucccceessssffuuffff llllyyIIPPOO,,””WWiisseettoollddmmee..
TThhiissIIPPOOeenntthhtttt uussiiaassmmiisseexxppeecctteeddttoo
ccoonnttiinnuueeiinnttootthhtttt eeaauuttuutttt mmnn..““AA““ nniimmaallaaaa
ssppiirriittssaarreeccoommiinnggoouuttrriigghhttnnooww,,wwww””ssaaiidd
aannootthhtttt eerrsseenniioorrWWaaWWWW llaa llSSttrreeeettccaappiittaallaaaa
mmaarrkkeekkkk ttssbbaannkkeekkkk rr..rrrr ““NNooddoouubbttaabbaa oouuttiitt..””
BBiirrkkeekkkk nnssttoocckk,,tthhtttt eesshhooeeccoommppaannyy,,yyyy iiss
ggeeaarriinngguuppffooffff rraaSSeepptteemmbbeerrIIPPOOooffaattaaaa lleeaasstt
$$11..55bbnn..AArrmm,,SSooffttffff BBaannkk’’sscchhiippmmaakkaaaa iinngg
ccoommppaannyy,,yyyy iisshhooppiinnggffooffff rroonneeooffaattaaaa lleeaasstt
$$55bbnniinnSSeepptteemmbbeerr,,ttoooo..
BBuuttnnoottaallaaaa llwwhhooffiiffff lleeIIPPOOssaarreemmaakkaaaa iinnggiitt
ttootthhtttt eeppuubblliiccmmaarrkkeekkkk ttss..TThheeddiiggiittaallaaaa
mmaarrkkeekkkk ttiinnggccoommppaannyyAAlleepphhGGrroouupp——
wwhhiicchhccoouunnttssMMeettaa,,MMiiccrroossooffttffff aanndd
SSppoottiiffyyffff aassccuussttoommeerrss——wwiitthhtttt ddrreewwiittss
eessttiimmaattaaaa eedd$$330000mmnnIIPPOOiinnJJuullyy,,yyyy ccllaaiimmiinngg
iittssddeecciissiioonnwwaassaabbaa oouutttthhtttt ee““ppuubblliicc
iinntteerreessttaannddtthhtttt eepprrootteeccttiioonnooffiinnvvnnnn eessttoorrss””..
IInntthhtttt eeeenndd,,aasswwiitthhtttt ssoommaannyyffaaffff cceettssooff
WWaaWWWW llaaaa llSSttrreeeett,,tthhtttt eenneewwiissssuueemmaarrkkeekkkk ttiissaa
ccoonnffiiffff ddeenncceeggaammee..CCoonnffiiffff ddeenncceeiissbbuuiilltt
sslloowwllyybbyyuunnddeerrwwrrrr rriittiinnggeessttaabbaa lliisshheedd
ccoommppaanniieessaannddpprriicciinnggtthhtttt eemmrreeaassoonnaabbaa llyy..yyyy
TThheessuucccceesssseessooffCCaavvaaaa aaaannddOOddddiittyytttt TTeeTTTT cchh,,
wwhhiicchhwweerreepprrooffiiffff ttaabbaa lleeaannddnnoottpprriicceeddttoooo
ccrraazziillyy,,yyyy hheellppttoorreessttoorreeiinnvvnnnn eessttoorrffaaffff iitthhtttt aanndd
ttooeennccoouurraaggaa eeaalliitttttttt lltttt eemmoorreerriisskk--kkkk ttaakkaaaa iinngg..
BBuutttthhtttt eeqquueessttiioonnaallaaaa wwaayyaaaa ssbbeeccoommeess
wwhheetthhtttt eerriinnvvnnnn eessttoorrssccaannkkeekkkk eeppiinnbbaallaaaa aannccee
tthhtttt eeiirrggrreeeeddaannddtthhtttt eeiirrffeeffff aarrooffmmiissssiinnggoouutt..
TThheeyyccoouullddnn’’ttdduurriinnggtthhtttt eellaassttbboooomm
ccyyccllee..IItt’’llllbbeeiinntteerreessttiinnggttoosseeeeiifftthhtttt eeyyccaann
rreessttrraaiinntthhtt eemmsseellvveesstthhtttt iissttiimmeeaarroouunndd..

WWiiWWWW lllliiaamm CCooCCCC hhaann iiss aa ffooffff rrmmeerr iinnvveevvvv ssttmmeenntt
bbaannkkeerr aanndd aauutthhoorr ooffoo ‘‘PP‘‘ ooPPPP wweewwww rr FFaaFFFF iilluurreerrrr :: TThhTTTT ee
RRiissiiii eeaannddFFaaFFFF llllooffoo aaffff nnAAmmeerriiccaannIIccIIII oonn’’

ggiinnggeerrllyy——wwiitthhtttt bbiiggccaarrvvrrrr e-oe-ouuttssffrrffff oomm
eessttaabbaa lliisshheeddppuubblliiccccoommppaanniieess,,ssuucchhaass
VVooVVVV llkksswwaaggaa eenn,,AAIIGG,,GGEEaannddJJoohhnnssoonn&&
JJoohhnnssoonn..
LLaassttSSeepptteemmbbeerrbbrroouugghhtttthhtttt eeppaarrttrrrr iiaallaaaa
lliissttiinnggooffPPoorrsscchhee,,ffrrffff oommVVWW,,WWWW aattaaaa aa$$7722bbnn
vvaallaaaa uuaattaaaa iioonn..AAttAAAA aarroouunnddtthhtttt eessaammeettiimmee,,AAIIGG
ccoommpplleetteeddtthhtttt eemmiinnoorriittyytttt ssttaakkaaaa eekkkk IIPPOOooff
CCoorreebbrriiddggeeFFiinnaanncciiaallaa ,,aannaannnnuuiittyytttt
ccoommppaannyy,,yyyy aattaaaa aavvaallaaaa uuaattaaaa iioonnooffaabbaa oouutt$$1133..55bbnn..
TThheenn,,iinnJJaannuuaarryyrrrr ,,aassppaarrttrrrr ooffiittssppllaannttoo
bbrreeaakkaa iittsseellffuuppiinnttootthhtttt rreeeeppiieecceessaannddtthhtttt eenn
ttooddiissaappppeeaarraassaaccoonngglloommeerraattaaaa ee,,GGEEssppuunn
ooffffffff 8800..11ppeerrcceennttooffiittsshheeaallaaaa tthhtttt ccaarreeddiivviissiioonn
aassGGEEHHeeaallaaaa tthhtttt CCaarreeTTeeTTTT cchhnnoollooggiieess..TThhee
ssppiinn-o-offffffff iissvvaallaaaa uueeddaattaaaa aabbaa oouutt$$3344bbnntthhtttt eessee
ddaayyaaaa ss——aannddiittssssttoocckkiissuupp3300ppeerrcceennttssoo
ffaaffff rrtthhtttt iissyyeeaarr..rrrr
EEvveenntthhtttt oouugghhaaffeeffff wwmmoonntthhtttt ssaaggaa oo,,iinn

AApprriill,,tthhtttt eeccoommppaannyy’’ssssttoocckkwwaass1199ppeerr
cceenntthhiigghheerr,,ffeeffff wwiinnvvnnnn eessttoorrssaarree
ccoommppllaaiinniinngg..AAnnddtthhtttt eeuunnddeerrwwrrrr rriitteerrss,,lleedd
bbyymmoossttoofftthhtttt eebbiiggffiiffff vveeWWaaWWWW llaa llSSttrreeeettbbaannkkss,,
aallaa llhhaaddaaggooooddttaallaaaa eettootteelllliinnvvnnnn eessttoorrssaabbaa oouutt
hhoowwtthhtttt eemmaarrkkeekk ttss,,iinneeaarrllyy22002233,,wweerree
ssttaarrttrrrr iinnggttoosshhaakkaaaa eekk ooffffffff tthhtttt ee22002222ddoollddrruummss..
NNeexxttuuppwwaasstthhtt eeccaarrvvrrrr e-oe-ouuttIIPPOOooff
KKeennvvnnnn uuee,,tthhtttt eeccoonnssuummeerrbbrraannddeeddbbuussiinneessss
ooffJJff &&JJ&&&& ((tthhtt iinnkkBBaanndd--AAiiddss))..KKeennvvnnnn uuee,,
uunnddeerrwwrrrr rriitttttttt eennbbyyGGoollddmmaannSSaacchhss,,
JJPPMMoorrggrr aannCChhaasseeaannddBBaannkkooffAAmmeerriiccaa,,
hhiitttthhtttt eeppuubblliiccmmaarrkkeekkkk ttssiinnMMaayyaaaa ,,yyyy aattaaaa aa
vvaallaaaa uuaattaaaa iioonnooff$$4411bbnn..TThhrreeeemmoonntthhtttt ssllaattaaaa eerr,,rrrr
tthhtttt eeccoommppaannyyiisswwoorrttrrrr hhtttt $$4455bbnn,,uuppaabbaa oouutt
1100ppeerrcceennttssiinncceetthhtttt eeIIPPOO..
WWaaWWWW llaaaa llSSttrreeeettiissrreevvvvvvvv iinngguupptthhtttt eeIIPPOO
ffaaffff ccttoorryyrrrr ..yyyy CCaavvaaaa aa,,tthhtttt eeMMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaannddiinniinngg
cchhaaiinn,,wweennttppuubblliicciinnJJuunnee,,aattaaaa aalliissttiinngg
pprriicceeooff$$2222;;ssiinncceetthhtttt eenn,,tthhtt eessttoocckkiissuupp
113344ppeerrcceenntt..
TThheennccaammeetthhtttt eeIIPPOOooffOOddddiittyytttt TTeeTTTT cchh,,tthhtttt ee

TThehe  prprooblbleemm isis  tthhtttt atat  mamanny y nnnn
ofof  tthehe  tttt llisistitingngss dodonene  inin  22002121
anand d 22002222 araree trtradadining g 
bbeleloowwoooo ttheheirir  tt IPIPO O prpriciceses  

On Wall Street
IPOs are back but investors 
must curb their enthusiasm

William 
Cohan
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WORLD MARKETS AT A GLANCE FT.COM/MARKETSDATA

CChange during previous day’s trading (%)

S&P 500

-0.14%

Nasdaq Composite

-0.67%

Dow Jones Ind

0.28%

FTSE 100

-1.24%

FTSE Eurofirst 300

-1.06%

Nikkei

0.84%

Hang Seng

-0.90%

FTSE All World $

-0.56%

$ per €

-0.454%

$ per £

-0.157%

¥ per $

0.239%

£ per €

-0.231%

Oil Brent $ Sep

0.47%

Gold $

-0.10%

Stock Market movements over last 30 days, with the FTSE All-World in the same currency as a comparison

AMERICAS EUROPE ASIA
Jul 12 - -  Index  All World Jul 12 - Aug 11  Index  All World Jul 12 - Aug 11  Index  All World Jul 12 - Aug 11  Index  All World Jul 12 - Aug 10  Index  All World Jul 12 - Aug 11  Index  All World

S&P 500 New York

4,510.04
4,462.60

Day -0.14% Month 0.47% Year 6.01%

Nasdaq Composite New York

14,138.57

13,646.17

Day -0.67% Month -0.90% Year 6.71%

Dow Jones Industrial New York

34,395.14

35,275.09

Day 0.28% Month 2.91% Year 5.76%

S&P/TSX COMP Toronto

20,070.77

20,353.42

Day 0.18% Month 2.52% Year 1.94%

IPC Mexico City

54,244.01
53,688.35

Day -0.47% Month -0.92% Year 10.69%

Bovespa São Paulo

119,263.89 118,964.53

Day 0.21% Month 1.19% Year 8.11%

FTSE 100 London

7,440.21
7,524.16

Day -1.24% Month 3.30% Year 0.76%

FTSE Eurofirst 300 Europe

1,825.68 1,816.53

Day -1.06% Month 1.55% Year 5.07%

CAC 40 Paris

7,369.80 7,340.19

Day -1.26% Month 2.75% Year 12.52%

Xetra Dax Frankfurt

16,141.03

15,839.84

Day -1.03% Month -0.39% Year NaN%

Ibex 35 Madrid

9,478.70 9,434.30

Day -0.71% Month 1.96% Year 12.95%

FTSE MIB Milan

28,774.77
28,274.74

Day -1.05% Month 1.44% Year 24.54%

Nikkei 225 Tokyo

32,203.57
32,473.65

Day 0.84% Month 0.36% Year 16.09%

Hang Seng Hong Kong

19,350.62
19,075.19

Day -0.90% Month 3.32% Year -2.64%

Shanghai Composite Shanghai

3,236.48
3,189.25

Day -2.01% Month -0.45% Year -1.26%

Kospi Seoul

2,591.23 2,591.26

Day -0.40% Month 2.80% Year 4.45%

FTSE Straits Times Singapore

3,175.36

3,294.28

Day -0.86% Month 4.43% Year 0.08%

BSE Sensex Mumbai

65,558.89 65,322.65

Day -0.56% Month -0.06% Year 11.04%

STOCK MARKET: BIGGEST MOVERS UK MARKET WINNERS AND LOSERS

CURRENCIES  

FTSE ACTUARIES SHARE INDICES  UK SERIES
www.ft.com/equities FT 30 INDEX  

FT WILSHIRE 5000 INDEX SERIES  
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UK RIGHTS OFFERS  UK COMPANY RESULTS  

Figures in £m. Earnings shown basic. Figures in light text are for corresponding period year earlier.
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Placing price. *Intoduction. When issued. Annual report/prospectus available at www.ft.com/ir

For a full explanation of all the other symbols please refer to London Share Service notes.
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Source: Coral Reef Watch      Follow @ftclimate on Instagram

Prolonged high sea temperatures increase coral heat stress 

Sign up for The Climate Graphic: Explained newsletter ft.com/climate

Global average sea surface temperatures 
have remained elevated for the time of 
year since April and peaked at a record 
20.96C on July 31.

These unseasonably warm waters are 
having a negative impact on the coral 
reefs off the coast of Florida, causing 
widespread coral bleaching and 
significant mortality.

Coral reefs are especially vulnerable to 
overheating because they are fixed in 
place; they cannot move towards the 
poles or down to deeper waters in an 
effort to keep cool like free-swimming 
fish can.

While coral reefs take up less than 1 per 
cent of the ocean floor, their rich 
biodiversity, which rivals that of 
rainforests, makes them home to more 
than 25 per cent of all marine life.
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Nor has it provided a new framework 
for safety. It considers each decision on 
a case-by-case basis, scrutinising safety 
documents from companies that wish 
to offer their services. 

This means expansion across the US 
will be patchy. Cruise already operates 
in Austin and Phoenix. Waymo has a 
ride-hailing service in Phoenix and 
plans Los Angeles and Austin moves. 

Other forms of transport come with 
countrywide permissions. The Federal 
Aviation Administration certificates 
would-be commercial pilots who 
complete 1,500 hours of flying, for 
example. Cruise and Waymo say their 
vehicles have collectively travelled 
over 1mn driverless miles. Neither has 
been involved in a crash involving a 
human fatality. Cruise says its cars had 
half the number of collisions when 
benchmarked against human drivers in 
comparable environments. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration is taking note of all 
crashes and bumps. But it has not used 
these to set national standards. 

Expanding paid-for services is key if 
companies are going to recoup the 
costs of developing AV technology. 

GM has spent over $5bn on the 
lossmaking division. In the last quarter, 
revenue was just $26mn. Proponents of 
driverless technology claim it will put a 
stop to collisions caused by human 
driver error, reducing road fatalities, 
traffic jams and insurance rates. 

But without national regulation, 
expansion will remain in the slow lane. 

valuation has slipped, unlike rival 
Julius Baer’s. 

Yesterday UBS stock rose 4 per cent. 
Shedding state protection saves money. 
The plan’s estimated cost to UBS to the 
end of September is $834mn. The 
annual running cost after that would 
have been at least $41mn a year. If UBS 
had used loss protection, that cost 
could have risen by 10 times. Given the 
billions involved in the deal, even these 
numbers are hardly thunderous.

UBS bosses Colm Kelleher and Sergio 
Ermotti have obvious political motives. 
No bank wants the state looking over 
its shoulder, especially when making 
post-deal balance sheet tweaks. Plus, 
UBS wants to hang on to the politically 
sensitive Credit Suisse. This has made 
pre-tax profits of about $1.7bn annually 
since 2020, says S&P Global.

The move may have another 
implication: UBS has taken a look at 
Credit Suisse’s potentially toxic loan 
portfolio and found little to fret over.

When China’s largest developer says it 
is struggling to see “dawn light”, it is 
not just the Chinese who should feel 
worried. Country Garden, China’s 
biggest developer by 2022 sales, 
warned yesterday that its first-half loss 
could reach $7.6bn. 

This week it confirmed it had missed 
interest payments on two bonds. For 
two decades, China’s highly leveraged 
property sector has defied predictions 
of an implosion. The problems of 
Country Garden, previously seen as 
among the safest large developers, 
show that implosion is gathering pace. 

The shares hit a historic HK$0.98 low 
yesterday, down 64 per cent this 
year. One of its dollar bonds, due in 
January, has fallen below 9 cents on the 
dollar this week, says Bloomberg data. 
Moody’s has downgraded the business 
to Caa1, deep into “junk” territory. 

Country Garden has a 30-day grace 
period for this week’s missed 
payments. But next month, more than 
$1.2bn in new payments come due. It 
has $10bn in dollar bonds outstanding 
and had more than $190bn in total 
liabilities at the end of last year. This 
had looked manageable when asset 
prices were stronger. No longer.

It is two years since the infamously 
risky China Evergrande Group 
defaulted. The strain on Country 
Garden is occurring despite frantic 
official efforts to stem contagion.

The rapid deterioration of this strong 
name deals a heavy blow to investor 
confidence. Despite aggressive policy 
easing, property sales fell 28 per cent in 
June, the fastest pace this year. Unless 
local homebuyers return to the market 
en masse, worse will follow. 

Beijing is under pressure to speed 
through its stimulus packages to back 
up the economy. Property accounts for 
nearly a quarter of China’s GDP. 

Investors should stay out of Chinese 
property. Would-be bottom fishers are 
angling over a potential abyss. The 
question is not whether contagion will 
spread, but how far within the Chinese 
economy and beyond it.

Country Garden: 
the blight of mourning

Unlike southern European neighbours, 
Switzerland has had a rainy summer. 
This week, the sun appeared and 
cagoules were stashed away. Swiss 
wealth manager UBS yesterday said it 
would dispense with the state’s 
protective umbrella against potential 
losses from its hurried takeover of 
struggling Credit Suisse.

UBS has terminated a $10.3bn 
loss-protection agreement and a public 
liquidity backstop of up to $114bn. It 
has paid back emergency loans. 

Bond markets are still shaky. So why 
the rush? Politics, perhaps? Taxpayers 
should be pleased. Regulator Finma 
and the Swiss National Bank touted the 
merger as a “private solution” despite a 
wipeout of AT1 bonds to ease liabilities. 

The public backstop, meanwhile, 
transferred wealth from the state to 
private owners, says Pascal Böni at 
University of Basel. Benefits totalling 
about $5bn have already accrued to 
UBS shareholders and another $23bn 
to Credit Suisse bondholders. UBS’s 
shares have nevertheless trailed the 
Stoxx Europe banks index. Its 

UBS: 
cloudbusting

Straw polls of colleagues are 
unreliable indicators of public 
opinion. So it proved for Lex with 
meal kits. Convenience-minded home 
cooks pay start-ups to deliver these 
packets of ready-prepared 
ingredients and recipe cards.

Lex’s London curmudgeon said: “I 
assemble my own meal kit in a 
supermarket shopping trolley.” Our 
writer from Italy, a country famed for 
its home cooking, asked: “What is a 
meal kit?”

Meal-kit groups were thought to be 
a pandemic fad. A 99 per cent drop in 
the shares of US-listed Blue Apron 
and its $62mn loss in the past quarter 
might appear to confirm that. But 
Germany’s HelloFresh posted decent 
numbers this week. It shipped 254mn 
meals in the second quarter. 

The trend of “restaurant at home” 

kits is helping to lift the sales of niche 
vendors, dividing the market 
between premium and value. 

Penetration in Mediterranean 
countries is admittedly low. Even 
here growth is expected in Italy and 
Spain. A compound annual growth 
rate of 20 per cent is likely for meal-
kit companies over the next five 
years, thinks Euromonitor.

Britons used to joke that their 
culinary television show Can’t Cook, 
Won’t Cook had an Italian counterpart 
called Can Cook, Will Cook. 

But business data provides a clearer 
reading on lifestyle trends than pub 
quips or straw polls. Fast-food chains, 
another indicator of demand for 
dining convenience, have been 
expanding solidly in Italy and Spain.

Meal-kit companies have a good 
chance of following in their wake.

HelloFresh/dinner winners
Meal-kit sales and fast-food outlets correlate

Sources: Euromonitor; atlasbig.com
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Driverless cars will soon be free to 
roam the streets of San Francisco 24 
hours a day. A vote by the California 
Public Utilities Commission this week 
means General Motors’ Cruise and 
Alphabet’s Waymo can operate fleets of 
fare-charging robotaxis. 

Both hope to expand across the US. 
By 2035, McKinsey forecasts that 
autonomous driving will generate up to 
$400bn in annual revenue. The barrier 
to this driverless future is lack of 
cohesive regulation. The CPUC’s 
decision has no bearing on other states. 

Robotaxis/officialdom: 
slow coaches

Twitter: @FTLex 

Lex on the web
For notes on today’s stories 
go to www.ft.com/lex

Bonds are no longer 
the safe option but 
risks are nuanced

John Plender

The Long View

B ond investors have been on 
the rack in recent days and 
weeks. So much so that you 
have to ask why economists 
and professional investors 

continue to refer to government bonds 
as safe and risk-free investments — 
relative to supposedly riskier equities.

The charge against these government 
IOUs is pretty damning. Take the US 
Treasury market, regarded as the safest 
bolt-hole on the planet. But the return 
on US Treasuries in 2022 was minus 17.8 
per cent compared with minus 18.0 per 
cent on stocks in the S&P 500 index. 

Fractionally safer, then, to the point of 
meaninglessness. Clearly bonds offered 
no diversification relative to equities. 

Yes, bonds offer a contractually fixed 
income and, in the corporate market, 
rank before equities in a winding up. Yet 
the reality is that bonds and equities are 
both risky — with nuanced differences.

In 2023 so far, US equities have wiped 
the floor relative to bonds. This is partly 
illusory because the bounce in both the 
S&P 500 and the Nasdaq Composite 
indices has been driven almost exclu-
sively by the seven biggest technology 
companies. Quite a turnaround. 

At the start of the year, the conven-
tional wisdom was that rising interest 
rates were shrinking the present value 
of tech companies’ future income 
streams, since higher interest income 
today reduces the attraction of dollar 
earnings in the time ahead. 

In effect, this seemingly ineluctable 
mathematical logic has been overridden 
by the power of the artificial intelligence 
story. 

The enthusiasm for AI reflects a level 
of market euphoria uncomfortably 
reminiscent of the dotcom bubble when 
tech stocks showed stellar performance 
in the face of tightening monetary pol-
icy. In the meantime, fears of recession 
are in retreat. 

But to return to bonds — the great bull 

market that started in the 1980s is 
clearly over. And recent nervousness 
has many causes ranging from the Fitch 
rating agency downgrade of US Treasur-
ies to worries about endemic budget 
deficits and the withdrawal of Japanese 
capital from the US (a response to the 
Bank of Japan’s loosening of its yield 
curve control policy).

The more fundamental point — made 
by William White, former head of the 
monetary and economic department of 
the Bank for International Settlements 
— is that the world is moving from an 
age of plenty to an age of scarcity. 

Numerous trends since the end of the 
cold war, including the expansion of glo-

bal supply chains, growth in the global 
workforce, trade growth outstripping 
increases in gross domestic product and 
less spending on guns and butter, are 
now going into reverse.

At the same time, energy supply is 
constrained by concerns about climate 
change and security while record levels 
of both private and public debt restrict 
policy options as well as being a drag on 
growth. 

This paves the way for a more infla-
tionary world, in which inflation and 
interest rates are likely to be more 
volatile. 

White foresees continuing inflation-
ary pressures and higher real interest 
rates for much longer than most people 
now expect. If he is right, the bond mar-
ket’s ability to inflict financial instabil-
ity bears thinking about.

In the US, there has been a phoney 
peace since Silicon Valley Bank and 
other regional banks foundered in 

March because of the collapse in 
the market value of their securities 
holdings. 

Yet the US Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation estimated that unrealised 
losses on American banks’ securities 
amounted to $515.5bn at the end of 
March, equivalent to 23 per cent of the 
banks’ capital. 

This is quite a deadweight at the start 
of a looming commercial real estate dis-
aster that will soon inflict further dam-
age on bank balance sheets. 

That problem is replicated across 
much of the developed world.

It is central banks, however, that are 
suffering the biggest balance sheet dam-
age due to rising bond yields, as a result 
of their asset purchasing programmes. 

On March 31, for example, the mark-
to-market losses on the US Federal 
Reserve’s securities holdings stood at 
$911bn. That is nearly 22 times its mere 
$42bn capital. 

How, you might ask, can the dollar 
remain the world’s pre-eminent reserve 
currency if it is backed by a hopelessly 
insolvent central bank? 

The immediate answer is that central 
banks’ most valuable asset is not on the 
balance sheet: seigniorage, or the profit 
on manufacturing money. In other 
words, central banks can print their way 
out of trouble. 

But only up to a point. As the Germans 
learnt during the Weimar Republic, 
markets may conclude that the central 
bank emperor has no clothes.

The US is not there yet. And there are 
no good alternatives to the dollar and US 
Treasuries. 

For investors, the message pro tem is 
that bonds, while unsafe and very risky, 
offer a substantial yield uptick relative 
to central banks’ inflation targets of 
about 2 per cent. The financial world is 
nothing if not paradoxical.

john.plender@ft.com 

Markets may conclude 
that the central bank 
emperor has no clothes — 
the US is not there yet



Amazon kindle subscribers,  
renew with us directly

You need never miss an issue of the 
Financial Times digital newspaper. With 
the FT on your phone, laptop or tablet, 
you can enjoy the complete newspaper 
wherever you are. Use the digital features 
to easily navigate between your favourite 
sections, translate articles or listen to audio 
recordings. Your essential news, your way. 

Visit subs.ft.com/amazonoffer or  
scan the QR code to learn more

KEEP READING THE 
FT DIGITAL PAPER



SSaattuurrddaayy 1122 AAuugguusstt // SSuunnddaayy 1133 AAuugguusstt 22002233

Lucy Kellaway
FFTT ccoonnttnnnn rrtttt iibbiiii uuttiitttt nnggnn eeddiittootttt rr aannaaaa dd
cco-o-ffooffff uunnddeerr ooff NNooNNNN wwoooo TTeeTTTT aaccaaaa hhcc

I nn tthhee pphhoottooggrraapphh II aamm ssiittttiinngg oonn aa
llooww wwaallll wweeaarriinngg sshhoorrttrrrr ss aanndd llooookkiinngg
ssuunnbbuurrnneedd.. OOnn mmyy kknneeee iiss mmyy
ddaauugghhtteerr,,rr wwhhoo mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn
aabboouutt oonnee,, wwhhiicchh mmeeaannss tthhee yyeeaarr

wwaass11999922..WWeeWWWW aarreessoommeewwhheerree iinnTTuussccaannyy
aannddwweeaarreeoonnhhoolliiddaayyaaaa ..yyyy

II’’mm nnoott ssmmiilliinngg —— wwhhiicchh iissnn’’tt ssuurrpprriiss--
iinngg,, ggiivveenn eevveerryytthhiinngg.. WWeeWW hhaadd ggoonnee
aawwaaaa aayyaaaa wwiitthh vvaarriioouuss ccoouupplleess wwiitthh yyoouunngg
chichildrldren en andand  hadhad  rrententeedd a a vivillalla  whewherree
tthhtt eerroooommsswweerreeddaarrkkaannddtthhtttt eewwaallaa llss tthhtttt iinn..

AAllll nniigghhtt tthhee bbaabbaa iieess ccrriieedd —— aass ssoooonn aass
oonnee ssttooppppeedd aannootthheerr ssttaarrtteedd uupp.. EEvveerryy
mmoorrnniinngg ffrraazzzzlleedd aadduullttss ddiitthheerreedd
iinnccoonncclluussiivveellyyoovveerrppllaannss ffooffff rr tthhtttt aattaaaa ddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy ssoo
bbyy tthhee ttiimmee wwee aarrrriivveedd aatt CCoorrttoonnaa oorr
SSaann GGiimmiiggnnaannoo tthhtttt ee hheeaattaaaa wwaass iinnttoolleerraabbaa llee,,
aass wweerree tthhee ccrroowwddss ooff ootthheerr ffooffff oolliisshh EEnngg--
lliisshhppeeooppllee..

IInn tthhee eevevenniinngg wwee ddiidd ccoommppeettiittiiveve
ccooookkiinnggbbyyrroottaaaannddwwhheenniittwwaassmmyyttuurrnn
II llaabboouurreedd oovveerr aa llaassaaggnnee —— mmyy tteecchh--
nniiqquuee ddiissppaarraaggeedd bbyy tthhee IIttaalliiaann vviillllaa
oowwnneerr,,rrrr wwhhoo hhaadd ppooppppeedd bbyy ttoo sseeee iiff wwee
wweerree mmaakkiinngg aa mmesesss ((wwee wweerree)).. BByy tthhee
ttiimmeeoouurr ffrrffff iieennddss’’ cchhiillddrreennwweerree ffiiffff nnaallaa llyy iinn
bbeedd iitt wwaass 1100ppmm,, tthhee llaassaaggaa nnee wwaass ddeessiicc--
ccaatteedd aanndd tthhee aadduullttss nnoott qquuiittee ddrruunnkk
eennoouugghhnnoott ttoonnoottiiccee..

SSoommeeoonnee rraaiisseedd tthhee ssuubbjjbb eecctt ooff MMaaaass--
ttrriicchhtt aanndd ssuuddddeennllyy tthheeyy wweerree aallll sshhoouutt--

iinngg aatt eeaacchh ootthheerr.. II wwaanntteedd ttoo sshhoouutt
ttoooo:: II ddoonn’’tt ggiivvee aa ccrraapp aabbaa oouutt MMaaaassttrriicchhtt!!
TThhiiss iissnn’’tt ffuuffff nn!! II hhaattaaaa ee aallll ooff yyoouu!! II wwaanntt ttoo
ggoohhoommee!!

IItt wwaassnn’’tt tthhee wwoorrsstt hhoolliiddaayyaaaa eevveerr..rrrr BBuutt iitt
wwaass tthhoorroouugghhllyy uunneennjjnn ooyyaabbllee iinn aa wwaayy
tthhtttt aattaaaa sshhoouulldd hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn pprreeddiiccttaabbaa llee.. WWhhyy
hhaadd II aaggaa rreeeedd ttoo ggoo aawwaaaa aayyaaaa wwiitthh ootthheerr ffaaffff mmii--
lliieess ffoorr ttwwoo wwhhoollee wweeeekks?s? WWhhyy ddiidd II
tthhiinnkk TTuussccaannyy wwoouulldd bbee nniiccee iinn AAuugguusstt
wwhheenn hhaallff tthhee mmeettrrooppoolliittaann eelliittee ffrrffff oomm
LLoonnddoonnwwoouullddaallaaaa ssoobbeetthhtttt eerree??

AAlltthhoouugghh II ooffttffff eenn ddiisslliikkee hhoolliiddaayyss
wwhheenn II’’mm oonn tthheemm,, II lloovvee tthhee iiddeeaa ooff
ggooiinngg aawwaaaa aayyaaaa aass mmuucchh aass tthhee nneexxtt ppeerrssoonn..
AAccoccordirding ng to to a a rreecencent t sursurvveeyy,,yyyy halhalff tthehe
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BBrriittiisshh aadduullttss qquueessttiioonneedd ssaaiidd tthhtttt eeyy lliivveedd
ffooffff rr tthheeiirr hhoolliiddaayyaaaa ss.. AA tthhiirrdd ddiidd jjoobbss tthheeyy
hhaattaaaa eedd iinn oorrddeerr ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee mmoonneeyy ffooffff rr aa hhoollii--
ddaayyaaaa tthhaattaaaa wwoouulldd ggiivvee tthheemm aa sshhoorrtt bbrreeaakk
ffrrffff oommtthhtttt eehhaattaaaa eeffuuffff llnneessss..MMoossttbbiizzaarrrreeooffaallaaaa ll,,
aa tthhiirrdd ssaaiidd tthhaattaaaa ooff aallll tthhee tteerrrriibbllee tthhiinnggss
aabboouutt CCoovviidd,, nnoott bbeeiinngg aabbllee ttoo ffllffff yy ooffffffff
aabbaa rrooaaddwwaassoonneeooff tthhtttt eewwoorrsstt..

WWhhaattaaaa iiss tthhiiss mmaaggaa iicc aalllluurree ooff aa hhoolliiddaayyaaaa
tthhaattaaaa wwee ccaann’’tt ddoo wwiitthhoouutt?? FFoorr mmee iitt’’ss ttwwtttt oo
tthhiinnggss:: rreesstt aanndd eessccaappee.. YYeeYYYY tt 6600 yyeeaarrss’’
eexxppeerriieennccee tteellll mmee hhooww hhaarrdd eeiitthheerr iiss ttoo
aacchhiieevvee;; mmyy bbeesstt cchhaannccee ooff ffiiffff nnddiinngg tthhtttt eemm
iiss ggooiinngg ssoommeewwhheerree ffaaffff mmiilliiaarr aanndd qquuiieett
tthhaatt II ccaann rreeaacchh bbyy ccaarr.. TThheerree iiss nnoo rreesstt
qquueeuueeiinngg ffooffff rr RRyyRRRR aannaaiirr ffllffff iigghhttss aattaaaa LLuuttoonn oorr
ffiiffff gghhttiinngg ffooffff rr tthhee llaasstt hhiirree ccaarr aattaaaa mmiiddnniigghhtt
aattaaaa ssoommeebbooiilliinnggEEuurrooppeeaannaaiirrppoorrttrrrr ..

BBeeiinngg iinn aa ssttrraannggee ppllaaccee aallssoo sseeeemmss ttoo
iinnvviittee mmiisshhaappss aanndd iinnvvoollvvee aa ddiisspprrooppoorr--
ttiioonnaattee nnuummbbeerr ooff bbrruusshheess wwiitthh tthhee
eemmeerrggrr eennccyysseerrvvrrrr iicceess..

TThheerree wwaass oonnee hhoolliiddaayy wwhheenn oouurr
hhiirree ccaarr sskkiiddddeedd aanndd fflliippppeedd oovveerr
aanndd,, aalltthhoouugghh nnoo oonnee wwaass hhuurrtt,, tthheerree
wwaass eennddlleessss aarrggyy bbaarrggyy wwiitthh tthhee ffiiffff rree
bbrriiggaaddee.. TTwwiiccee wwee hhaadd aallll oouurr lluuggggaaggaa ee
nniicckkeedd,, lleeaaddiinngg ttoo wwaaiittss iinn ffoorreeiiggnn
ppoolliiccee ssttaattaaaa iioonnss aanndd aattaaaa tthhtt ee eemmbbaassssyy ttoo ggeett
nneewwppaassssppoorrttrrrr ss..

TThheerree wwaass aa vviissiitt ttoo aa FFrreenncchh hhoossppiittaall
wwhheenn II hhaadd bbeeeenn bbiitttteenn bbyy aa ddoogg aanndd
nneeeeddeedd aa rraabbaa iieess sshhoott,, aanndd uunnttoolldd ttrriippss ttoo
ssttrraannggee ddooccttoorrss iinn sseeaarrcchh ooff aannttiibbiioottiiccss..
WWhheerreevveerr tthheerree iiss aa sswwiimmmmiinngg ppooooll
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there is a miserable child with an ear 
infection. Although tiresome, these 
things alone can’t ruin a holiday. If it is 
otherwise enjoyable you can forgive 
unrestful interludes as being part of
the adventure. 

What is unforgivable is when a holi-
day fails to provide any escape. For me 
this is the central flaw in every planned 
getaway — there is no location far-flung 
enough to offer escape from yourself. 
Wherever I go my failings, moods and 
thoughts come along uninvited. Neither 
is there any escape from the family and 
friends you are travelling with as holi-
day means 24-hour confinement in a 
way that real life never does. 

This was the undoing of that Tuscan 
holiday. It was nothing to do with heat or 
sleep deprivation. It was the fact that 
otherwise serviceable friendships broke 
under the strain of enforced proximity.

By far the worst holiday of my life was 
on a Greek island with my husband and 
children. The Aegean Sea lapped the 
sand just below the veranda of the sim-
ple house we’d rented. We swam in the 
pale turquoise water and read books 
and ate in a pretty taverna where the 
retsina was cold and the feta salty. Yet 
the perfection of the surroundings pro-
vided no balm for a marriage that was in 
trouble; instead it shone a spotlight on 
the extent of the dysfunction. Never 
have I longed so passionately for a holi-
day to be over so I could escape to the 
restful routine of everyday life.

Every morning this summer from 
6am I can distantly hear the planes tak-
ing off at Newcastle airport. Every five 
minutes another couple of hundred 
people who have been living and saving 
for this break hurtle over my house 
towards their roasting hells in Corfu, 
Faro and Menorca. 

From the cool peace of my own bed I 
hope they are not too disappointed, they 
don’t fall out with family and friends 
and they return renewed. This year, at 
least, I won’t be going with them.

Martin Wolf
FT chief economics commentator
In the summer of 1956, when I was just 
about to be 10, I went with my parents, 
my brother and a friend on what turned 
out to be my worst ever holiday. It was to 
Loch Lomond in Scotland. 

The place was beautiful. But, alas, it 
rained incessantly. When the rain
temporarily cleared, I, my mother,
my younger brother (then nine years 
old) and my friend went on a walk into 
the hills. My father had returned to 
work in London. 

We left the cottage in the late after-
noon. After some time walking,
we became separated somehow. I 
remained with my mother, while my 
brother and my friend went on ahead — 
and disappeared.

My mother, with me in tow, tried to 
find the two missing boys. But the area 
was far too large. Whether they heard 
our cries and ignored them or were too 
far away to hear, we did not know.

After some time, my increasingly 
worried mother decided to go back. She 
also must have hoped that the two boys 
had found their way home. We got back 
to the cottage at about 6pm. But there 
was still no sign of them. 

By now, my poor mother was frantic 
and called the police. Then it got dark. 
Finally, at about 10pm, the two boys 
turned up.

My infuriated mother hit my brother, 
which she normally never did. Why, she 
demanded, had they separated? He 
explained that he had been trying to get 
to the top, but each ridge opened up a 
view to the next one. 

After that frightening episode, my 
mother kept us close to her. Most of the 
time we were stuck in the cottage as the 
rain poured down. Finally, almost at the 
end of the holiday, we had a bright, 
sunny day and decided to swim. The 
water was cold, but refreshing. But I cut 

Continued from page 1

€100 cleaning surcharge as “the clean-
ers are very busy”. I want to heat up a 
tian, not puke in a cab.

Last night, in front of my own family,
I did the trick of getting the cork out
of a wine bottle with a wall and a deck 
shoe. I haven’t done that since art col-
lege and hoped I’d never need to again. 
But then, I believed that when I was a 
grown-up, there would always be a cork-
screw that worked. 

Not four that didn’t.

Robert Armstrong
FT US financial commentator
Starting a family? Remember this 
phrase: “It’s not a vacation; it’s a family 
trip.” I can’t remember what hardened 
veteran of the parenting wars passed 
this mantra on to my wife and me, but it 
proved a crucial support as we raised 
our twins. It’s not that small children 
make your holidays hell. The hell comes 
as a result of believing, in the face of all 
experience and evidence, that you, par-
ent of small children, get a holiday at all.

her on the last step. We decided to stay 
in and let the hire-a-nannies go. 

Why, in those early years, did we 
attempt holidays at all? That’s easy. 
Making a chaotic, filthy, deafening 
home life seem normal was worth the 
price of the plane tickets.

Jemima Kelly
FT columnist
Our five-and-a-half-hour bus ride from 
Kigali to Bujumbura had been going just 
fine until a man at the front, who was 
late for work, asked the driver to speed 
up. I had even begun to enjoy the jour-
ney, now that we had got over the Rwan-
dan border into Burundi, had entered 
lush rainforest, and were making good 
progress towards our beach retreat. 

We would be staying in a hut looking 
across to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo at the edge of Lake Tanganyika, 
which I had been excited to discover we 
would be sharing with the famous
Gustave, a 20-foot, 2,000-pound croco-
dile rumoured to have killed as many as 

300 people.
The problem was that the 

driver, who had seemed in 
good spirits until this point, 
did not appear to appreciate 
being asked to speed up — 
not one bit, in fact. He 
seemed somehow offended 
by the request. We watched 
in horror from the back of 
the bus as his demeanour 
turned to rage: gesticula-
tions, shouting, and then 
foot flat on the gas. 

“Buhoro, buhoro! [slow 
down, slow down!]” my sis-
ter shrieked in her best Kin-
yarwanda as we barrelled 
round a blind corner. But 
this, unfortunately, only 
served to wind the driver up 
further, and he seemed to 
want to show us: keeping his 
pedal to the metal he now 
lifted his hands off the steer-
ing wheel and threw them in 
the air. I gripped the back of 
the seat in front of me as we 

ploughed through a village, terrified 
mothers grabbing their children out of 
the way of the careering bus. We arrived 
at the Bujumbura bus station with legs 
of jelly and dripping sweat, to be greeted 
by swarms of mosquitoes and ominous 
thunder clouds. I spent the next four 
days looking out for Gustave, reading 
about the horrors that King Leopold of 
Belgium brought to what is now the 
DRC, and thinking a lot about our jour-
ney back to Kigali.

Madison Darbyshire
FT US investment correspondent
I have one superstition, and it is that 
Rome is where relationships go to die. 

My relationship perished there, on a 
romantic mini break. But it became a 
superstition when friends would tell me: 
I just had “your” trip to Rome. Meaning, 
they went to Rome and returned with a 
smouldering husk of a romance. 

The trouble with Rome is that it is a 
city designed to be in love in. And when 
you’re not in love, it feels obvious. 

When all you have to do is wander 
through piazzas and gaze at cathedrals, 
eat four gelatos a day and languish over 
marathon meals, it is apparent when 
you’ve run out of things to talk about 
beyond what you can see. The sound of 
forks scraping spaghetti from plates
felt desolate as we discussed the couples 
at other tables — a lifetime away from 
when he had kissed me outside a
hectic train station at midnight, and we 
could have been the only two people in 
the world. 

At dinner on our final evening, he 
took me to a restaurant where he had 
celebrated his birthday the year before. 
We had the same waitress, they 
exchanged witty repartee in Italian that 
I didn’t need to understand to under-
stand. They looked so cute together. He 
made her belly-laugh. I found myself 
wishing he would have the courage to 
ask for her number. It simultaneously 
occurred to me that this is not what you 
are supposed to want for the man you 
are dating. 

coach from Milan, and on a ferry that 
smelt overwhelmingly of stag do from 
Caen. By the end, I had used almost all of 
my nest egg. I suppose, in a sense, I did 
get to go Interrailing — but not quite in 
the way I wanted. 

Bryce Elder
FT City editor, Alphaville
The low point was when I threw a paper 
plane at Pete Tong.

This was 2007. I’d been made redun-
dant and was a few months away from 
becoming a father. My partner insisted I 
make the most of the freedom, since it 
would never happen again, but I was 
broke and lost. My last grasp at being 
carefree had a travel and accommoda-
tion budget of £250.

Several bad decisions later I checked 
into the cheapest room in the cheapest 
casino in downtown Las Vegas. The idea 
was to write something.  

But two weeks alone in Vegas is too 
much. Everything about its immersive 
artificiality is designed to mainline vices 
and, not being much of a gambler, I 

drank. Each day I’d walk to a different 
bar, write a sentence or two about the 
fraud at the heart of the American 
dream, and drink bourbon until being 
asked to leave.

The evening before my flight home, in 
a back room of the MGM Grand, the 
British DJ Pete Tong was playing. In my 
maudlin state I decided that he was a 
beacon of authenticity in this vacuous 
place and needed urgently to let him 
know, but casino goons blocked all 
routes to his booth. So I wrote a musical 
request in my notebook — the kind of 
obscure, serious tune that would signal 
he had an ally in the room — tore out the 
page, folded it into a dart and threw it at 
his head.

The invitation to leave was unusually 
forceful. And now, whenever I catch 
myself reminiscing about life before 
responsibility, the memory of being 
ejected on to the Strip, having
nearly taken out Pete Tong’s eye, is a 
useful corrective.

Lilah Raptopoulos
Host of FT Weekend podcast
My family is not an adventure travel 
family, but one year, we convinced our-

Holidays from hell selves to take the vacation of our lives: 
Guatemala. I was 18 and my sisters were 
26 and 30, all of us single. It felt like 
maybe our last chance at a nuclear-
family holiday. 

My mother planned the trip for 
months. There were volcanic hikes, sce-
nic car rides, cooking classes, biking 
tours, maybe a zip line? We packed. We 
bought adaptors and new digital cam-
eras. The night before our flight, around 
8pm, my sister called. In four small 
words, the dream slipped through our 
fingers. “Guys, my passport expired.” It 
slipped through our fingers and straight 
down a well.

My mother spent that night on the 
phone, cancelling everything. She 
booked a last-minute trip to Florida to 
replace it, renting an old couple’s time-
share in a retirement village. I remem-
ber us all meeting at the airport the next 
day. There was a long pause, and my sis-
ter looked at us and said, “Sorry, guys”, 
and we laughed with rage.

I don’t remember many details of the 
trip to Florida. I’m sure it was perfectly 
fine. The condo had decorative shells 
and pastel art. We probably ate at a few 
versions of the Joe’s Crab Shack fran-
chise. I also, strangely, hold a memory 
that my mind invented of the trip that 
never was: our family, joyfully zip-lining 
over a Guatemalan rainforest.

It’s been 15 years. Guatemala has 
travel warnings, my sisters have kids, 
and we’ll probably never go. But every 
once in a while, my other sister still 
turns to me, and whispers, “We should 
have just gone. We should have sent her 
to the passport office and gone on that 
fucking trip.”

Tim Hayward
FT food critic and restaurateur
I’m on holiday at the moment and, as 
Englishmen abroad must, reading 
Dante’s The Divine Comedy. It’s remark -
able how current it remains. 

I did not know that the eighth circle of 
Hell consisted of 10 concentric ditches 
or bolgias, each assigned to a subset of 
the fraudulent. Bolgias for panderers, 
corrupt politicians, counsellors of fraud 
and even one for simoniacs — those who 
sold favours and offices. 

This prescient 14th-century genius 
had foreseen Boris Johnson, Andrew 
Tate and almost any other contempo-
rary sinner. But even he would have had 
to dig down to extend. He’d have had to 
have built a whole 10th basement circle 
for the people who equip the kitchens in 
holiday rentals.

I am in the charming southern French 
town of Uzès. Wine country. Honeyed 
stone baking in 30C heat. Food writer 
Elizabeth David came down here in her 
declining years, took a flat overlooking 
the twice-weekly market in the Place 
aux Herbes. Me? I get to stuff my bags 
with the finest produce and return to a 
kitchen where there are two blunt 
ceramic knives.

 How, you scream, can ceramic
knives be blunt? Simple . . . stick a 
sharpening steel in the block next to 
them and watch a hundred frustrated 
holidaymakers send sparks showering 
into the night.

These look like they’ve been used to 
open bloody tins. Which is a distinct 
possibility, as there are relics of an elec-
tric can opener in the bottom drawer, 
keeping part of a wand blender and a 
wok lid company.

A few years ago I got caught trying to 
smuggle my own knives on to the 
“Boden Express” — the London to
Avignon train. Is it just, I ask you,
that because I’m particular about julien-
ning carrots, I should still be on a terror-
ist watchlist?

Airbnb has upped the game of shark 
rentiers. Everything looks great for the 
website. Stacks of fresh ecru towels on 
every beige surface. Fresh off-white 
paint. Also three incomplete coffee-
makers, eight opened pots of paprika, 
three half-empty bottles of organic olive 
oil and a tub of Vegemite in a bedside 
drawer. There is one napkin/tea-towel 
curated to match the table linen rather 
than for absorbency. The crap oven has 
a pass-agg little note taped to it saying 
that if I sully its interior, I will incur a 

Being ejected on to the 
Strip having nearly taken 
out Pete Tong’s eye is 
a useful corrective

my foot on a sharp stone. It bled freely.
My parents decided that the British 

Isles were not for summer holidays. 
Next summer, they found a flat in Bocca 
di Magra, a village on the coast of Ligu-
ria, in north-west Italy. 

In the years that followed, my parents 
rented a flat there, and then, when I 
became a parent, I rented one with my 
brother and now we own one of our own 
in the same village.

Our worst holiday led to our best one, 
and many more after it.

Stephen Bush
FT columnist and associate editor
When I was 20, I had two plans for the 
money I had earned selling bad food at 
Legoland. The first was to visit my 
grandfather in Zambia, and the second 
was to go Interrailing in Europe. My 
cunning plan to do so involved taking a 
cut-price route to Kenneth Kaunda 
International, Lusaka’s main airport. 
There are no direct flights from the UK 
to Zambia, but the usual route involves 
a journey to one of Africa’s hub airports 
— usually in Nairobi or  Johannesburg. 

However, mystifyingly, it was cheaper 
— albeit more destructive to the planet 
— to fly from London to Amsterdam to 
Dubai before arriving in Nairobi. 

The journey there, and the time with 
my grandfather, went off without a 
hitch. But my selfishness had clearly 
angered the planet, and my journey 
back was disrupted by the eruption of 
the Icelandic volcano Eyjafjallajökull, 
which began to ground flights back to 
Europe as my return flight was halfway 
to Nairobi. I had a choice: stay in
Nairobi for an indefinite period, head to 
Dubai for an indefinite period or try to 
make my way back to Europe by any 
available means. 

I went for option C, which in the end 
meant a flight to Egypt, a flight from 
Cairo to Rome, and from Rome a series 
of trains and coaches to the ferry at Caen 
in France. 

Travelling while mixed-race is, well, 
mixed. At best, everyone thinks you’re 
local: I was greeted as café au lait in 
France, caramello in Italy, and, to my 
surprise, as Egyptian in Cairo. But at 
worst, everyone thinks you’re from 
whatever the local out-group is: I was 
abused as Algerian in Egypt and France, 
and curiously as Eritrean in Italy. I trav-
elled in empty carriages through wind-
ing Italian countryside, in a sweltering 

What you get, instead, is a family trip. 
One primary family trip activity, as
all parents know, is touring the
emergency rooms of sunny destina-
tions. Do you know how ear infection 
treatment protocols vary, regionally 
and internationally? 

I do, and you, parent-to-be, will soon 
know it, too. And ear infections are low 
on the family trip illness difficulty scale. 
I will not soon forget the trip on which 
both of my children, aged two or three, 
got hand-foot-and-mouth disease, a 
nightmare of screaming, Popsicles and 
pink antibiotic liquid. 

On family trips, as on vacation, you go 
and see the sights. But one does not do 
this because the sights are worth seeing. 
One does it because it tires out the chil-
dren and fills the hours before it is 
appropriate for the adults to drink heav-
ily. If you start to drink early in the day, 
who will drive to the ER?

My wife and I used to consolidate our 
family trips with those of her brother 
and sister-in-law and their three chil-
dren. The idea, I think, was that there 
were economies of scale in child care. 
This may have been true. But, in retro-
spect, I suspect these benefits were out-
weighed by the fact that the ability of 
children to get into greater mischief as 
their numbers increase is not additive 
but multiplicative. 

I remember a family trip to Wales 
when four of the children went running 
straight for a seaside cliff, the drop-off 
invisible until the last moment. Only 
last-second hysterical screaming by the 
fifth child stopped the worst from hap-
pening. All four parents — watching the 
whole thing, helpless, from several hun-
dred yards away — suffered simultane-
ous nervous breakdowns. 

Best of luck hiring local child care. I 
remember leaving the kids on the third 
floor of the Airbnb with two babysitters, 
almost ready to head out for dinner. 
Then our niece, 18 months old, came 
tumbling down the winding staircase 
towards the concrete floor of the front 
hallway. Her father just managed to stop 
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one of two ways,” he says. “Either the 
prisoner’s dilemma can be broken, or 
they will just get rid of him through a bet-
ter co-ordinated coup. You don’t have 
that yet among the oligarchs, or with any 
of the ministers, or the FSB [Russia’s 
security service]. But it is unpalatable 
for the rest of the elite to live in a North 
Korea 2.1 with their bank accounts fro-
zen. Other triggers could happen. Say a 
reversal of fortunes on the frontline.”

I ask what other investigations Grozev 
has in the works. There are usually 50 or 
so at any one time, he says. Among Bell-
ingcat’s more exotic stories was the 
exposure of a Russian agent who was 
tracked down via her cat. She was, in his 
words, a “hot jeweller” living near Nato’s 
office in Naples and active in a charity 
for underprivileged children next to the 
Nato building. Many of the wives of sen-
ior generals joined. As did their hus-
bands with whom she had many affairs. 

Grozev was eventually able to track 
her down via her cat’s microchip 
inserted by an Italian vet. Having traced 
its unique ID from Italian registries, Gro-
zev then cross-referenced the cat’s name 
to her Russian social media account. 
“You need one fixed object: without the 
cat we would never have found her,” he 
says. “She spread her affections widely 
but her only true love was the cat.” 

I ask: what next? Grozev says he has 
several upcoming stories on Russian 
“illegals” — long-term sleepers based in 
the west. “We have found sleepers in 

Europe and the Americas,” he says. 
Have you ever seen The Americans, I ask 
— a multi-season TV drama about a Rus-
sian spy couple who settle in Washing-
ton DC during the cold war? Grozev 
looks at me as though I have six heads. 
“Oh come on!” he replies. “Absolutely!”

I feel I might have stumbled on a key 
to Grozev’s inexhaustible drive. In addi-
tion to his passion for public-interest 
journalism, he clearly loves the game. 
“The Americans was very good,” he says. 
“The only unrealistic aspect was that 
the sleepers carried out assassinations. 
The Russians would never risk long-
term assets in which they had invested 
so much time and money. The sleepers 
would set up the killings, but they would 
be carried out by short-term illegals.” 

Having cleared that up, we agree it is 
time to head to the conference, a few 
minutes away by foot. After settling the 
eye-popping bill, I ask a final question: 
what is it that motivates him to press on 
with such a hazardous existence?

After a moment’s reflection, Grozev 
returns to Putin’s fragile prospects. 
“Proving that the Russian model is finite 
and will implode would scare a lot of 
other wannabe dictators and make 
them rethink — ‘I was living a good life 
not being a dictator; now let me revert to 
that’.” As I am digesting his ambitions, 
Grozev adds: “At least that is what I am 
hoping will happen.”

Edward Luce is the FT’s US national editor

‘Proving that the Russian 
model is finite and will 
implode would scare a lot 
of other wannabe dictators’ 

Lunch with the FT Christo Grozev

A lthough the town sits at 
8,000ft, it is a scorching 
afternoon in Aspen. Christo 
Grozev, lead Russia investi-
gator at Bellingcat — the 

open-source investigative group that 
has exposed numerous Russian plots 
and assassinations — apologises for 
being about 20 minutes late, having just 
completed a five-hour drive up into the 
Rockies from Denver. 

He says it has been the first “signifi-
cant time” he has spent with his family 
since February, when he was forced to 
leave Vienna after Austria’s authorities 
told him they could no longer guarantee 
his safety. In spite of being Bulgarian, 
Grozev has been indicted by Vladimir 
Putin’s judicial system as a “foreign 
agent” — essentially an enemy of Russia 
with a target on his back. Having 
weighed up other European options, 
Grozev concluded that America was 
the safest place to be. His family 
remains based in Europe.

Dressed in a short-sleeved 
shirt and slacks, Grozev sports a 
mildly greying goatee that sits 
well with his 54 years. I ask him in 
which part of America he has settled. 

“Let’s say I alternate between the west 
and east coasts,” he says. “You don’t 
know what the new rules of the game 
are. There were certain rules before, 
including that you [the Russians] don’t 
do anything on American soil, but one 
never knows whether it is significantly 
safer here. What is clear is that Europe 
isn’t safe. And I got that message from 
several European law-enforcement 
agencies, including in Austria. You have 
to understand it takes a lot for the Aus-
trians to admit they can’t protect you, so 
it must be serious.”

We are seated at a garden table at the 
Jerome, the town’s grandest hotel, with a 
shimmering view of the peaks around 
us. Grozev, like me, is here to attend the 
Aspen Security Forum — a gathering of 
America’s national security establish-
ment at which Putin’s Russia will be a 
big focus. 

Exposing Putin’s methods has been 
Bellingcat’s forte. Grozev was part of
the team that accepted an Oscar this 
year for Navalny, a documentary about 
the attempted murder of Russia’s now 
jailed leading opposition figure, Alexei 
Navalny. By exploiting Russia’s corr -
uption, Grozev got hold of flight mani-
fests, intelligence agency-issued fake 
passports and open-source data to 
prove that Navalny had been poisoned 
with novichok, almost certainly on 
Putin’s orders. 

Bellingcat also investigated the killing 
of Boris Nemtsov, another Russian dissi-
dent, and exposed how GRU agents (Rus-
sian military intelligence) had tried in 
2018 to kill former Russian agent Sergei 
Skripal and his daughter at their home in 
Salisbury, UK, with the same nerve 
agent. Though he cannot be defined as a 
“traitor” — the most at-risk category of 
Russian nationals who almost invariably 
meet with painful ends — Moscow clearly 
sees Grozev as a menace.

He has twice returned to Austria 
under heavy protection. On the second 
visit in March, after his father had died, 
the police said that it was too dangerous 
for Grozev to go to the funeral. He was 
only briefly allowed to meet his family 
with a police chaperone in a Viennese 
safe house. 

I tell him I feel guilty to be robbing 
him of time with his family now. “Don’t 
worry, they were so tired, they went to 
crash,” he says. “On the road trip from 
Denver we felt like we were in that great 
yet terrible movie RV. We played coun-
try music and sang to it. Family time.” 

It also seems a good time to order. Like 
everything else in Aspen, the menu’s 
prices are exorbitant. Grozev goes for 
two starters — spätzle, an Alpine egg noo-
dle, and peas and carrots. I choose 
salmon with black rice and another side 
of peas and carrots. “I’m ordering spät-
zle because I miss Austria,” he says. We 
both order a glass of chilled sancerre.
 “I need it after that drive,” he says.

right in the west because the left is free. 
They are still our useful idiots.” 

I ask Grozev whether he thinks Russia 
would have the means to influence next 
year’s US presidential election. He 
replies without pause: “Putin’s strategy 
in the Ukraine war is clearly to delay any 
military outcome until the US elections. 
He hopes western support will be throt-
tled by a Trump victory.” 

I press him, a little sceptically, on 
whether Putin can sway the 2024 out-
come. “The risk comes from the engage-
ment of AI [artificial intelligence] in 
election interference, which is the first 
time we will see it,” Grozev says. 

“The problem is that AI is in the hands 
of people like Elon Musk. What they say 
is correlated with Russia’s interests but 
their actions so far have not been. Both 
he and Peter Thiel are supporting 
Ukraine even though they are uncon-
vinced that they should be. Their ideo-
logical brethren are criticising Ukraine. I 
am afraid of the moment when they will 
start supporting the other side — ‘Let’s 
give some of our unpublished AI tools to 
the Russians as well.’ That’s my fear.”

I suggest another possibility is that 
Putin will not last that long. The recent 
attempted coup by Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
Putin’s former caterer, whose business 
empire included the Wagner mercenary 
group, was predicted by Grozev. “I said 
last January that Prigozhin would turn 
on Putin within six months — and it just 
fit within my timeframe,” he says.

Grozev suspected the June 23 coup 
attempt was coming the night before 
because, he says, there was an explosion 
of telephone traffic between Russia’s sen-
ior military — a trove of data that Belling-
cat sometimes procures through pay-
ment (although Grozev insists it always 
requires a second corroborative source). 

Having so far apparently let Prigozhin 
off the hook, doesn’t Putin now look 
weak? “Putin went on TV and called Prig-
ozhin a traitor,” Grozev replies. “Every -
one knows what they do with ‘traitors’ 

and Putin hasn’t done that. He wants to 
see him dead. He can’t do that yet. In 

six months Prigozhin will either be 
dead or there will be a second 
coup. I’m agnostic between the 

two but I can’t see neither of 
these happening.” 

Is Grozev predicting one 
or the other will happen? 
“Yes, you can hold me to 
it,” he replies.

S ince he speaks 
fluent Russian 
and talks to Rus-
sian sources 
every day, I am 

curious where Grozev 
thinks the next coup attempt 

would come from. “I don’t think any 
part of the elite, except in the military 
industrial complex, sees any sense for 
them in this war,” he says. “But they’re 
not speaking out because it’s a prisoner’s 
dilemma. They don’t want to be the first 
ones to move or the only ones.” He men-
tions a Russian general, Ivan Popov, 
who recently criticised Putin’s “special 
military operation” and has since disap-
peared. “I am really concerned for his 
wellbeing,” Grozev says. 

But what could the catalyst be for the 
next attempt to eject Putin? “It could go 

Exposing assassinations and Putin’s plots
has been Bellingcat’s forte. Over spätzle 
and sancerre in Aspen, the group’s Russia 
investigator talks to Edward Luce about looking 
over his shoulder, AI’s influence on elections — 
and using a cat to track a secret agent

How does it feel, I ask, to be 
here in absentia? Grozev laughs. After 
the Russians indicted him “in absentia”, 
he posted a selfie video from Palm 
Beach, Florida, against a sunset back-
drop. “I said, ‘If this is absentia, it’s a 
pretty great place to be.’” 

Is Austria the least safe European 
country? “Yes,” he replies. “While we 
[Bellingcat] were investigating the Aus-
trians, they were surveilling me and I 
wasn’t aware of that at the time. They 
were doing so explicitly at the request of 
the Russians. That is deep penetration.”

He says the Germans advised him not 
to settle in Germany. He last visited Ger-
many in 2020 under heavy guard as a 
witness in the prosecution of a Russian 
who had assassinated a Chechen exile. 
“We are also investigating examples of 
Russian security services penetrating 
German political circles,” he says. 
“France, I would not trust them: they 
don’t even trust themselves. The only 
place in Europe I can come to safely 
nowadays is the UK.” 

He is still angry, however, at London’s 
Metropolitan Police for cancelling his 
and his family’s attendance at the Bafta 
film awards this year. “Hearing it 
through the grapevine was offensive,” 
he says. “If there is also a risk to my fam-
ily, they should tell me directly.” 

Both Turkey and the United Arab 
Emirates, which is teeming with Rus-
sians, are off-limits, he adds. “Dubai is 
Vienna on the Gulf,” he says. “I have 
heard this warning from both the Emir-
ates and Turkey — ‘Do not come here. 
We will try to protect you. We will never 
extradite you [to Russia]. But we can’t 
guarantee your safety.’”

I t strikes me that Grozev is potentially 
in a Salman Rushdie-type dilemma. 
He will never know for sure when it is 
safe to return to normal life. What 
kind of precautions does he take? 

“I know when I’m being surveilled, but 
I’m not going to go into details,” he 
replies. “What helps me is my unpredict-
ability: I don’t have a set agenda for any 
given day. That makes life difficult for 
people in the surveillance business.” 

Although he is trying to be responsive, 
Grozev is clearly not keen to speculate 
on this topic. I sense it is time to widen 
the aperture. He also seems to be at odds 
with the spätzle. As the waiter observes, 
Grozev is now “working” solely on the 
peas and carrots. “Now I remember why 
I hated spätzle,” he says. “I was just being 
nostalgic.” I insist he should order some-
thing else. He declines more food but 
requests another glass of sancerre.

I ask him how he feels about Elon 
Musk, the capricious billionaire who 
recently described Bellingcat as a 
“psyop” — a term that implies it is a prop-
aganda outlet for western spy agencies. 
Russia, along with its western sympa-
thisers, has accused the non-profit Bell-
ingcat of being a cypher for western 
intelligence agencies because it took 
grants from government-affiliated 
sources, including Washington’s 
National Endowment for Democracy.

Bellingcat has since refused any gov-
ernment money but strongly denies 
having any relationship with western 
intelligence. It says its detractors are 
weaponising the outfit’s transparency 
against it. 

“The Russians are spreading legends 
and narratives about me that we are CIA 
because the alternative would make 
them look so weak — that they are being 
beaten by journalists,” he says. “That’s 
not acceptable to their pride.”

Russia’s slant on the world appears to 
have penetrated Musk’s mind and he is 
by far Bellingcat’s most famous detrac-
tor. Bellingcat’s Twitter account has peri-
odically disappeared from site searches 
and Musk himself often retweets con-
spiracy theories about the group. 

“My problem with Musk is that he’s 
just not smart enough — he reads all this 
propaganda and is taking it at face 
value,” Grozev says. “He’s an avid 
retweeter and reader of @ZeroHedge [a 
conspiratorial account that Grozev 
alleges has close ties to RT, formerly 
Russia Today, a state news network.  
ZeroHedge denies it has any such ties 
and says it is rather Bellingcat that pub-
lishes “conspiratorial falsehoods”].

“Musk is not very eloquent. He’s so 
random and you can’t argue with ran-
domness. So fine — it’s petty. We’re joking 
about it. But Musk is extremely influen-
tial. He has a cult following and he’s pur-
veying falsehoods. Because of his image 
among his followers as someone who 
knows the truth that others can’t see, he 
is more dangerous than a Trump.”

I observe that Bellingcat has been a 
target of the far right and the far left, 
which seem to have a near-identical 
scepticism about the west’s support
for Ukraine. 

“The Kremlin discovered a long time 
ago they could exploit this ‘horseshoe 
coalition’ [where the extremes meet] by 
obfuscating the fact that Moscow has a 
far-right government and there is zero 
socialism in Russia,” Grozev says. 
“Socialists around the world seem to be 
oblivious to that. So they are available 
for free. We only need to bribe the far 

‘Prigozhin will either be 
dead or there will be a 
second coup’

HOTEL JEROME
330 East Main Street, 
Aspen, Colorado 81611

Spätzle $28

Peas and carrots x2 $56

Ora salmon $52

Glasses of sancerre x3 $57

Double espresso $10

Total (incl tax 
and tip) $270.69
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I spent my teenage years, and then 
most of my 20s, escaping from 
shirts. This is because shirts, worn 
under jumpers and neatly tucked 
into trousers and skirts, were a key 

element of my look in elementary 
school, as envisioned by my always-ele-
gant mother. The shirts were rigid, 
uncomfortable and hateful, with scal-
loped collars sometimes embroidered 
with painfully cutesy little florals.

So it was with a raised eyebrow that 
my mum observed, when I was last 
home, “you wear shirts now”, her style 
efforts finally vindicated.

It is true. In the past year I have 
acquired two shirts and the handful I 
already owned, usually relegated to the 
bottom of my wardrobe, have been on a 
heavy rotation. I’ve developed a partic-
ular affinity for silky and semi-transpar-
ent shirts as a ‘going out’ look, often left 
unbuttoned both ways à la Gwyneth Pal-
trow in the 1998 film Great Expectations. 
For daytime, I’ve been opting for a light 
cotton men’s shirt from Givenchy that I 
bought at a car boot sale about eight 
years ago for £2. It’s flowy, light and 
oversized, and is easy to wear over a 
tank top and jeans in spring or knotted 
at the waist to go to the beach or the 
park in summer.

In short, I have discovered what most 
people already know: shirts are one of 
the most versatile items of clothing we 
have in our wardrobes. They can be for-
mal and institutional, like the ones I 
wore in my childhood, but clever styling 
can open up endless possibilities.

As a beginner shirt-wearer, I’ve made 
plenty of mental notes walking through 
the streets of London, where shirting 
abounds, over maxi- and mini-skirts, 
under vests and over T-shirts, worn as 
maxi-dresses and as midriff-baring crop 
tops. The autumn/winter catwalks were 
awash with shirting too, and while 
preppy styles were popular, many 
brands offered more intriguing takes: 
shirts with exaggerated collars at The 
Row, power-dressing-inspired shirts at 
Bottega Veneta, oversized shirts over 
swishing skirts at S.S Daley. Tory Burch 
even moved me to reconsider the hated 
shirt-under-jumper pairing of my child-
hood, with a silky brown number worn 
under a scarlet sweater. The open collar 
and the extra-long cuffs of the shirt, 
paired with the slouchiness of the 
jumper, transformed the preppiest of 
combinations into a grungy look. 

Inspired, I reached out to more expe-
rienced shirt-wearers for tips on how to 
expand my options in preparation for 
autumn. “We don’t realise it when we 
buy a shirt, but the collar and the size of 
it really matters, it really affects the way 
you express your look of the day,” says 
Gaëlle Drevet, founder of everyday 
essentials brand The Frankie Shop, don-
ning a loosely fitted white shirt, collar 
unbuttoned. She advises lifting the col-
lar to achieve a smarter look; when but-
toning it all the way up, roll up the 
sleeves to break the conservative effect. 

of womenswear at Matches Fashion, 
writes via email. She points to the styl-
ing of a strapless gown over a but-
toned-up white shirt with tie on the Val-
entino runway, and to Colombia-based 
brand Kika Vargas, where shirts have 
been worn under dresses but left par-
tially unbuttoned, giving more breadth 
to the neck and décolleté. 

I was sceptical of the wearability of 
this combination in real life, but the 
London streets proved me wrong. I 
recently spotted a woman looking great 
in a light blue shirt worn under a black 
over-the-knee dress belted at the waist. 
It was a put-together look for the office, 
but the contrast between the masculine 
shirt and the feminine short dress was 
intriguing enough for an evening 
out afterwards.

One pairing that I would like to ace 

How I learnt 
to love shirts

Womenswear | These traditional staples can seem 

stiff, formal and redolent of school, but clever 

styling can change the game. By Annachiara Biondi

this autumn is a long skirt, denim or 
otherwise, and a shirt, as inspired by 
London-based designer S.S Daley. In 
east London I’ve seen many long skirts 
worn with shirts knotted at the waist, 
but for a less summery look, Drevet 
suggests wearing an untucked over-
sized shirt, but only if the skirt is a 
certain length. 

“The right [length] is mid-calf,” she 
says. “If the skirt is a little bit tight and 
we can see a little bit of skin, it’s OK to 
have an oversized shirt on top.” I’ve seen 
this combination in the office and it 
looked both relaxed and elegant, but 
since I’m quite short I’m tempted to 
leave the shirt open, worn as a jacket 
over a fitted top, to avoid being 
engulfed. When playing with volume, 

Pip Durell, founder of shirt brand With 
Nothing Underneath, favours contrasts. 
“If you want to go really, really big with 
your shirt you can’t be going for baggy 
trousers or an oversized skirt. It’s about 
balance,” she says. “That’s why a shirt 
and a mini skirt is such a great look. I 
always wear my cuffs up and not button 
it too high. If you’re going oversize and 
masculine, it’s about adding that bit 
of skin.”

Almost everyone already owns a shirt, 
but if you are looking for a new addition 
to your wardrobe, two friends recom-
mend trying Swedish cult brand Our 
Legacy for both excellent cuts and fab-
rics that stand the test of time.

Personally, however, I’ve found buy-
ing shirts second-hand quite easy. Shop-
ping across decades presents a range of 
different materials, fits, styles and sizes 
to play with. 

“When I want a new piece, I go 
straight to a thrift store where I’m sure 
to find what I’m looking for. It’s in these 
places that I make my best finds,” agrees 
Paris-based influencer Franny 
Mozemba, whose Instagram profile I 
discovered while looking for shirt inspi-
ration. “First of all, the colours are a lit-
tle faded and the rendering is often very 
soft. The materials have lasted over 
time and they will last a good while still. 
And you have a tiny probability of find-
ing it on someone else.”

With a raised eyebrow, 
my mum observed ‘you 
wear shirts now’, her style 
efforts finally vindicated

Main: Gwyneth Paltrow in 
a Donna Karan shirt in the 
film ‘Great Expectations’
Sygma/Getty Images

Below: S.S Daley AW23; 
Proenza Schouler AW23

If wearing the shirt under a jumper, 
keeping the collar tucked in with just 
the white border showing, as 
seen at Gucci, will help modernise 
the ensemble. 

If you, like me, are still not keen on 
preppy, you can turn the layering on its 
head, as advised by stylist Sylvie Mus. “I 
like the look of a simple T-shirt showing 
under a shirt of the same colour, with 
the top buttons undone,” she says. “For 
the colder months I love a simple, fitted 
turtleneck under a striped shirt. You 
can mix and match the colours of the 
shirt and turtleneck as you like.” 

Otherwise, swap jumpers for dresses. 
“We loved this season the way some 
very occasion-focused brands started 
creating shirts to style under strapless 
dresses for that more casual approach to 
occasion dressing,” Liane Wiggins, head 

From top: a white shirt 
layered over a black 
turtleneck; Prada AW23; 
Tory Burch AW23
Sylvie Mus; MONIC; Dan & Corina Lecca

Gap needs to be 
like McDonald’s 
— not Barbie

W hy can’t Gap just be 
McDonald’s? The 
question is not absurd. 
Gap provides value-
priced, everyday 

clothes. McDonald’s provides value-
priced, everyday food. Both are 
instantly recognisable American brands. 

Financially, however, the stories are 
different. McDonald’s has been growing 
for decades, by finding ways to 
improve the restaurants and the food. 
In 25 years, the stock has risen 
ninefold. Gap has managed to maintain 
remarkably steady revenue of about 
$15bn a year for the past two decades, 
and has almost always (but not 
recently) produced a profit. But if you 
bought and held its shares in the late 
’90s, when the brand was ascendant, 
you would have lost half your money. 
McDonald’s is worth more than 
$200bn. Gap? $4bn.

Gap Inc is currently in crisis. Its 
brands — Old Navy, Gap, Athleta and 
Banana Republic — face weak or falling 
sales and the business is lossmaking. 
One analyst recently called the 
company “near-directionless”. 
Executives talk about “product 
acceptance challenges”. That means 
people don’t want the clothes. 

Into this breach rides new chief 
executive Richard Dickson, formerly
of Mattel, who is credited with the 
revival of the Barbie brand, which

has culminated in a hit movie. 
Dickson has said that Barbie is “a case 
study of how brands with legacy 
reinvent themselves”.

But it seems unlikely that there will 
ever be a blockbuster starring a pair of 
khakis. The identities of both Gap and 
Old Navy stores are “basics” at a 
friendly price, from denim to pocket T-
shirts. The history of the namesake 
Gap brand trying to reinvent itself is 
trying to make these things “iconic” 
using celebrities, slick photography 
and a pinch of feeling for the 1990s. At 
the much larger, lower-priced Old 
Navy Brand, there isn’t even nostalgia 
to fall back on.

Which brings us to McDonald’s. That 
chain never tried to reinvent itself. 
Instead, it simply kept making the 
product better. My family drives a lot, 
and McDonald’s is always where we 
stop. And — at the risk of inciting a 
huge pile-on by the food snobs — the 
food is really good. A quarter-pounder 
with cheese, fries and a Coke remain 
great value. And the rest has all 
improved: the breakfasts are much 
better than they once were, the coffee 
is drinkable now, the restaurants are 
cleaner and brighter, and so on.

Reinvention of Gap may be too high 
an aspiration, but it would have been 
too high an aim for McDonald’s, too. 
Gap is basically a huge distribution 
network for inexpensive cotton clothes, 

just as McDonald’s is basically a huge 
distribution network for fat, sugar, salt 
and caffeine. With all the usual 
provisos about value-chain 
sustainability needing work, there is no 
shame in either business. Go look at 
the Old Navy website: as at 
McDonald’s, what you get for the price 
is remarkable.

So why can’t Gap just keep making 
the product a little better? Upgrade
the quality, improve the sustainability 
credentials, keep chiselling away on 
price, try new offerings (I don’t know — 
shoes?), make the stores more 
attractive, and so on. The closest
model for this, if there is one, is
Japan’s Uniqlo. 

This plan is so basic that one has to 
ask why it hasn’t worked in the past. 
Part of the difference between the two 

Reinvention of Gap 
may be too high an 
aspiration, but it 
would have been 
too high an aim for 
McDonald’s too 

companies is just execution. Not
every fast-food chain has operated as 
deftly as McDonald’s, and part of what 
Gap needs is just to be run by people 
who have a better sense of what 
customers want and how to deliver it. 
But there is more to the difference than 
that, and it involves fundamental 
difference between selling food and 
selling clothing. 

Terms such as “basics” or 
“essentials”, so often used in the clothes 
business, don’t really fit it. They give 
the impression there is a clothing 
equivalent of a burger and fries: 
simple, satisfying, classic and eternal. 
But there isn’t. Think of the way tastes 
in jeans and T-shirts change season to 
season: colour, fit, construction, and so 
on. A clothing company has to get all 
that right; it has to mind read. All 
McDonald’s has to do with the quarter-
pounder is not screw it up.

There is comfort food, but not 
comfort clothes, not really. Eating is 
fundamentally an animal process, 
based in the stomach. Getting dressed 
is human, and stuck in the brain, with 
all the vanity and changeability that 
implies. That is why it won’t be easy for 
Gap to be McDonald’s. The clothes 
business will always be harder than the 
food business.

Robert Armstrong is the FT’s US 
financial commentator

Robert Armstrong

Style

The premiere 
of ‘Barbie’ in 
London last 
month — AFP/Getty 
Images/Warner Bros
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ered in the farthest corner of the lagoon 
were the mute swans of the Abbotsbury 
Swannery, once farmed by monks at an 
adjoining abbey, later used to supply 
quills to Lloyd's of London. It was per-
haps a feather of an Abbotsbury swan 
that inked the loss of the Titanic. Above 
it was another remnant of the abbey: St 
Catherine’s Chapel — the greatest land-
mark to watch over Chesil Beach.

Mist rolled in as I left the shingle, 
climbed the hill and lifted the heavy 
latch of the chapel door — a snatch of sea 
fog following me inside. An English Her-
itage information board explained the 
chapel dated to the 14th century: its hill-
top location meant it was named for the 
monastery of St Catherine, set among 
the mountains of the Sinai. Some specu-
lated the chapel stood on the site of an 
earlier pagan temple that had once 
crowned this high place. 

The Reformation saw the abbey 
ruined — but the chapel was left alone, 
probably because it functioned as a kind 
of lighthouse for souls out at sea. Now, a 
bare shell without Christian adorn-

Travel

Above: the 
shingle bank of 
Chesil Beach 
and St 
Catherine’s 
Chapel in 
Abbotsbury

Photographed 
for the FT by 
Fern Leigh 
Albert

far longer than sand). Mostly you see 
the designs of the sea: neap tides carve 
shelves on the beach, which are then 
rounded off by storms. 

During a big storm in February 2014, 
a beachfront pub in Portland had its sec-
ond floor windows smashed by the 
waves, and the flood alarms went off in 
Weymouth (an elderly couple said the 
sirens reminded them of the war). The 
storm withdrew to reveal a shore strewn 
with Marlboro cigarettes — cargo that 
had fallen from the container ship 
Svendborg Maersk. There was also lots 
of pet food, and a dead cow.

Worse was the Great Gale of 1824 — 
the only time when this natural sea wall 
had ruptured, and the swell surged 
through a gap. The village of East Fleet 
was drowned and around 25 people lost 
their lives in the village of Chiswell, 
many of them children. The church-
yards along the shore are populated 
with crews that perished that night, and 
other nights (with the names of their 
ships carved on the gravestones). Amid 
the pebbles of flint and chert on Chesil 
Beach you can still find foreign stones — 
the ballast from vessels wrecked here.

Even now, Chesil Beach is an archive 
of things declined by the sea. Its remote 
stretches are far from the reach of litter 
pickers. Coca-Cola cans rust among cut-
tlebone, and deflated beach balls among 
the buoys that came untethered. Five 
miles on I found two fridge freezers: 
made buoyant and seaworthy by the 
gases inside. Six miles on was a sculp-
ture someone had made of trash: a crea-
ture that appeared at first like a mirage, 
with broomsticks for limbs and mari-
gold gloves for hands. Chesil Beach has a 
hallucinatory quality. In the 18th cen-
tury there was talk of a merman and a 
sodden camel washed up on the shore. 
In the 19th century came the remains of 
a huge creature identified only as a 
“Wonder of the Deep”. Only close to the 
end of my walk did I see a human figure.

I saw him for 20 minutes before I drew 
close enough to speak: an angler sitting 
in solitude, unflinching as the waves 
made their deep, incendiary booms and 
sucked at the stones under his feet. By 
the time I could see his face, we were old 
friends out in this saltwater world. I 
asked him if he had caught anything. He 
kept his eyes fixed on the horizon and 
said: “No.” That was the only conversa-
tion I had on Chesil Beach.

My walk ended nine miles from Port-
land at Abbotsbury — where the pebbles 
make landfall amid green hills. Gath-

i  /  DETAILS

Oliver Smith stayed as a guest of the Pig on the 
Beach at Studland, a 40-minute drive from Chesil 
Beach’s southern shore (thepighotel.com). 
‘Chesil Beach: A Peopled Solitude’ by Judith 
Stinton (Harlequin Press) is a useful guide. For 
more details on accommodation and other 
activities in the area see visit-dorset.com
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England | Chesil Beach is celebrated in postcards, paintings and 

fiction — yet few venture out to walk its length. By Oliver Smith

Nor was there anyone further along 
the shore. For all the logistics of walking 
Chesil Beach, one factor above all serves 
to discourage walkers — for eight miles 
of its 18-mile length the shingle is sur-
rounded by saltwater, with no means of 
exit. To the left is the English Channel, 
while to the right is the Fleet — a long, 
brackish lagoon that divides the beach 
from the mainland, its widest part 
known as the “Littlesea”. In this south-
eastern half, Chesil Beach is a remote 
ribbon of wilderness amid the holiday 
coastline of southern England. To walk 
it is — for five or six hours — to commit 
to being a wanderer of this stony desert: 
to banish yourself just within sight of the 
mainland caravan parks. In his novel, 
The Well-Beloved, Thomas Hardy com-
pared the experience of walking Chesil 
Beach to following Moses in Exodus:

The sea rolled and rose so high on their
left, and was so near them on their right,
that it seemed as if they were traversing
its bottom like the Children of Israel.

I had tried to find recent information 
from people who had walked this sea-
bound stretch. I found David’s story in a 
Cornish newspaper and called him. In 
this remote part of the beach, he ex -
plained, he had entered a place that felt 
outside history. But he ran on through 
the squalls, blocking out the pain.

“You’ve got water on either side of 
you, so you can’t turn back. The only 
way off was either get to the end, or get a 
helicopter or a boat off, or die.”

A local legend goes that Chesil Beach 
was created by the devil — so he could 
walk through the sea to the Isle of Port-
land without getting his feet wet. Aca-
demic consensus identifies the origins of 
the barrier beach at the end of the last 
Ice Age, when melting glaciers carried 
debris down from the Dorset and Devon 
hills, and deposited them in the expanse 
of Lyme Bay. Aeons of wave action 
began heaping stones to form the bank 
— Chesil Beach was described by the 
painter Paul Nash as “a sea-wall con-
structed by the sea against itself.” More-
over, the process of longshore drift has 
graded the pebbles — at the southern 
end they are the size of cricket balls; in 
the north-west they begin to approach 
the fineness of sand. Chesil Beach is a 
very visible interaction of time and 
matter — reminding me, in some ways, 
of an hourglass.

It is said that local sailors could tell 
exactly where they had landed on the 
beach by judging the size of the pebbles 
in their hand. I found few ways of meas-
uring my progress walking the treadmill 
of shingle. The first three miles felt like 
six. My knees were aching. I stopped to 
brew tea by a padlocked hut (likely a 
second world war relic: from times 
when Chesil Beach was used to test 
bouncing bombs). Gulls flitted through 
the drizzly air. The waves made their 
solemn reiterations on the shore. People 
on internet message boards had 
described walking the beach as monoto-
nous. To me, it felt calming. In some 
ways, the pebbles of Chesil Beach were 
like a Japanese Zen garden: an arrange-
ment of stones, raked by wind and tide, 
mostly untrodden by humans.

“Every week can be different on 
Chesil Beach” explained Angela Tho-
mas. “Every time you set out on to the 
shingle you see something new.”

Angela works for the Dorset Wildlife 
Trust at Chesil Beach — I had spoken to 
her at the Wild Chesil Centre at Portland 
shortly before departing. She explained 
that the beach is constantly shape-shift-
ing. Sometimes you can see the trails of 
hares that come to box on the dawn 
beach (shingle remembers footprints 

lects taxes and dispenses Covid jabs — is 
the one that decides whether or not you 
can walk the beach.

I had come to walk along Chesil Beach 
after the equinox — when daffodils were 
wilting on the shore and the brent geese 
soon to depart for their nesting grounds 
in Siberia, before the window closed for 
the walking season. It was a morning of 
high, scudding clouds when I parked up 
at the south-eastern end of the beach by 
Portland. On the shore were tumble-
down shacks: fisherman’s huts where 
the smell of WD40 and fish blood min-
gled in the air. A century ago a man was 
known to live on this beach: surviving 
by fishing and burning driftwood, 
inhabiting an upturned boat with a sail 
for a front door. But no one was in the 
huts when I passed.

From top: 
fishermen’s huts 
on the Fleet side 
of the beach; 
wildflowers 
amid the 
pebbles; 
fishermen 
return to shore;   
the entrance 
and a window of 
St Catherine’s 
Chapel, which 
dates back to 
the 14th century 

ment, it had become a space for unde-
fined beliefs. On the windowsill people 
had left letters of prayer, and corre-
spondence with the dead. “Please bring 
mine and Sara’s lives together . . . ”. “We 
will leave an empty chair at the table . . . ”. 
“Grandma, you still make our hearts 
pop out.”

Back outside the evening sky was 
darkening, but I could still see Chesil 
Beach. Whatever had compelled some-
one to found a holy house on the hill, it 
was hard not to think this vision of the 
shingle had played some part: that there 
had been some lesson to learn from its 
long, solitary flight out through the 
chaos of the sea. Somewhere below was 
the spot where David had set the record 
for running along Chesil Beach (3 hours 
25 mins), and his wife handed him the 
laser-cut medal she had ordered for the 
occasion. The run had changed his life. 
Afterwards, when he thought of Chesil 
Beach, he sometimes burst into tears.

“I’m not even remotely a spiritual per-
son or even remotely believe in God,” he 
told me. “But if there was something 
that came close to it, it was definitely out 
there, in the storm.”

Out in the distance I could hear the 
hush of the waves on the stones — a 
sound like a gentle inhaling and exhal-
ing. There was no one around as I went 
to catch the bus to Portland. Only the 
hollow eyes of second world war pill-
boxes still watched over the shingle 
bank: guarding a place that was not 
quite England, nor yet the sea.

The lonely sea 
and the sky  

I n October 2020, Storm Alex 
thrashed down on the Dorset coast: 
trees fell, streets flooded, cruise 
ships left Weymouth Bay for the 
safety of more distant waters. In the 

midst of the storm, ultrarunner David 
Andrewartha set out to run the length of 
Chesil Beach.

In his pack were emergency medical 
supplies, energy gels and a packet of 
Haribo Starmix. Ahead of him were 18 
miles of loose, ankle-shredding shingle 
— near-impossible to run on in any con-
ditions, now besieged by 65mph winds 
and lavished by sheets of salty rain. 
Behind him were the twin spectres of 
grief and guilt he was trying to outpace. 
Grief: because he had recently lost his 
mother to cancer. Guilt: because he had, 
in his own words, “buried his head in the 
sand” in her last days: he had only 
wanted to remember her the way she 
was before the illness. Somehow Chesil 
Beach was a place where he believed this 
inner turmoil would be resolved.

“What got me to the end was knowing 
— no matter what pain I was in, and how 
treacherous it was — it was nothing in 
comparison to what she went through,” 
he told me.

David had accidentally scheduled his 
run to coincide with the storm, but no 
matter: he would try for a new record 
time, and raise money for charity. The 
existing record had been set in 1963. 
Only two people had attempted it since. 
That seemed strange, considering the 
fame of Chesil Beach. But it was, I came 
to understand, one of the strange para-

doxes of this eerie, empty part of the 
English coast.

Chesil is one of Britain’s longest 
beaches and has been immortalised in 
postcards, paintings and fiction — most 
famously Ian McEwan’s 2007 novella. 
You can easily find it on a map. Most of 
the southern English coast is higgledy-
piggledy: defined by the nibble and 
gnaw of erosion, the back and 
forth negotiations of sea and land. 
Chesil Beach, by contrast is a long, 
straight stretch of shore — looking 
like a line of correlation plotted on a 
graph, or something sketched by a 
draughtsman’s hand.

It is mostly admired from afar — in his 
book England’s 100 Best Views, Simon 
Jenkins recommends you park up on 
the B-road west of Abbotsbury for the 
best panorama. Up close it is little 
known. From May 1 to August 31 — the 
time of year when England’s beaches 
teem with buckets, spades and sunburn 
— the central section of Chesil Beach is 
closed to visitors, to protect nesting 
birds. For the rest of the year, access is 
only permitted on a thin strip nearest 
the shore, so that you walk awkwardly 
on loose, sinking shingle with the 
tongues of the waves rasping at your 
feet. Furthermore, an army firing range 
also leads to temporary closures: before 
setting out you must check the gov.uk 
website for live fire scheduled at Chick-
erell. The same website that deals with 
births, marriages and deaths — that col-

Chesil Beach is a remote 
ribbon of wilderness amid 
the holiday coastline of 
southern England 

Below: a 
fisherman’s hut 
on the beach
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T hheeyy’’rree tthhee bbeesstt ccaannnnoollii iinn aallll
ooff SSiicciillyy,,yyyy”” ssaayyaaaa ss AAllffiiffff oo PPuugglliissii,,
oonnee ooff oouurr hhoossttss,, aass wwee
hhuuddddllee oouuttssiiddee aa ppaassttiicccceerriiaa
iinn tthhee ttoowwnn ooff TTaaoorrmmiinnaa

hhoooovveerriinngg uupp aa ppllaattaaaa ee ooff ppaassttrriieess.. TThheeyy’’rree
hheeaavvaaaa eennllyy:: lliigghhtt aanndd ccrriisspp,, ffiiffff lllleedd wwiitthh
sswweeeetteenneedd rriiccoottttaa aanndd ccaannddiieedd oorraannggee
ppeeeell —— tthhee aaccmmee ooff oonnee ooff tthhee iissllaanndd’’ss
mmoosstt ffaammoouuss ttrreeaattss,, aa rreecciippee tthhaatt
hhaass bbeeeenn ppeerrffeeffff cctteedd oovveerr mmoorree tthhaann aa
tthhoouussaanndd yyeeaarrss,, ssiinnccee SSiicciillyy wwaass uunnddeerr
AArraabbaa rruullee..

SSiicciillyy iiss aa ffaasscciinnaattiinngg ppllaaccee ttoo eeaatt,,
hhoommee ttoo oonnee ooff tthhee oollddeesstt aanndd mmoosstt
ddiivveerrssee ccuuiissiinneess iinn EEuurrooppee.. SSiittuuaatteedd
bebettwwtttt eeeenn EEuurroopepe aanndd nnoorrtthh AAffrrffff iiccaa,, tthhee
iissllaanndd iiss hhoommee ttoo rreeggiioonnaall iinnggrreeddiieennttss
aanndd rreecciippeess t thhaatt rrtt eeffllffff eecctt t ttt hhee m maannyy c cuull--
ttuurreess tthhaatt hhaavvaaaa ee ooccccuuppiieedd iitt oovveerr cceennttuu--
rriieess,, iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee GGrereeekkss,, RRoommaannss,,
AraArabs bs andand  NNormormansans.. WitWithh ferferttileile  vvol-ol-
ccaanniicc ssooiill,, aanndd aa lluusshh,, vvaarriieedd llaannddssccaappee,,
SSiicciillyy iiss ssoommeettiimmeess rreeffeeffff rrrreedd ttoo aass ““GGoodd’’ss
kkiittcchheenn”” —— aanndd tthhee aarreeaa aarroouunndd MMoouunntt
EEttnnaa,, oonnee ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss mmoosstt aaccttiivvee vvooll--
ccaannooeess,, iissppaarrttrrrr iiccuullaarrllyybblleesssseedd..

WWeeWWWW ’’rree eexxpplloorriinngg tthhiiss hhaalllloowweedd llaanndd aass
ppaarrtt ooff ““EEttnnaa WWiilldd FFoooodd””,, aa tthhrreeee--ddaayyaaaa
iimmmmeerrssiioonn iinn tthhee rereggiioonn’’ss gguussttaattoorryy
ddeelliigghhttss ppuutt ttooggeetthheerr bbyy PPaallaazzzzoo PPrreevviitt--
eerraa,, aa hhiissttoorriicc bbeedd aanndd bbrreeaakkffaaffff sstt iinn tthhee
ttoowwnn ooff LLiinngguuaaggaa lloossssaa,, aanndd tthhtttt ee ttoouurr ooppeerr--
aattoorr EEmmoottiioonnaall SSiicciillyy.. AAss aa lloonnggttiimmee
lloovveerr ooff EEttnnaa wwiinneess,, II aamm ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy
pplleeaasseedd tthhtttt aattaaaa wwee’’llll bbee ssaammpplliinngg pplleennttyytttt ,,yyyy iinn
aaddddiittiioonn ttoo ffooffff oodd ttaassttiinnggss aanndd mmeeaallss wwiitthh
SSiicciilliiaann cchheeffssffff aanndd ccuulliinnaarryy eexxppeerrttss.. AAss
ppaarrtt ooff tthhee ttoouurr,,rrrr LLoonnddoonn--bbaasseedd cchheeff BBeenn
TTiisshh,, aauutthhoorr ooff tthhee ccooookkbbooookk SSiicciilliiaa:: AA
LLoovveevvvv LLeetttteerr ttoo tthhee FFooFFFF oodd ooffoo SSffff iicciillyyll ,,yyyy iiss hheerree ttoo
ddiivvuullggeessoommeeccooookkeekkkk rryyrrrr sseeccrreettss ttoooo..

MMyy hhuussbbaanndd aanndd II aarrrriivvee aatt CCaattaanniiaa
aaiirrppoorrtt oonn aa FFrriiddaayy aaffttffff eerrnnoooonn,, wwhheerree
wwee’’rree mmeett bbyy AAllffiiffff oo,, tthhee yyoouunngg,, aaffffffff aaffff bbllee
oowwnneerr ooff PPaallaazzzzoo PPrreevviitteerraa.. AAlloonngg wwiitthh
BBeenn aanndd hhiiss wwiiffeeffff NNyykkeeeettaa,, wwee hhoopp iinnttoo
AAllffiiffff oo’’ss JJeeeepp aanndd ddrriivvee aabobouutt aann hhoouurr ttoo
LLiinngguuaaggaa lloossssaa,, wwhheerree ssoommee 55,,000000 ppeeooppllee
lliivveeaattaaaa tthhtt ee ffooffff oottooffEEttnnaa’’aaaassnnoorrttrrrr hhtt eerrnnssllooppeess..

SSiinnccee iittss ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn iinn 11664499,, tthhtttt ee ppaall--
aazzzzoo hhaass bbeeeenn hhoommee ttoo AAllffiiffff oo’’ss aanncceessttoorrss,,
aann aarriissttooccrraattiicc ffaaffff mmiillyy tthhaatt hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn
ssiillkk mmeerrcchhaannttss,, ddooccttoorrss aanndd cclleerrggrr yygggg mmeenn,,
aanndd wwhhoossee ppoorrttrraaiittss kkeeeepp wwaattcchh ffrrffff oomm
bbrriigghhttllyy ppaaiinntteedd wwaallllss.. AAss wwee ttoouurr tthhee
pprrooppeerrttrrrr yytttt ,,yyyy AAllffiiffff oo eexxppllaaiinnss iittss ppaaiinnssttaakkiinngg,,
ddeeccaaddee--lloonngg rreessttoorraattaaaa iioonn,, ffrrffff oomm ccaarreeffuuffff llllyy
rreeppaaiirriinngg ffrrffff eessccooeess ttoo sseennssiittiivveellyy iinnssttaallll--
iinngg mmoodd ccoonnss rreeqquuiirreedd bbyy ppaayyaaaa iinngg gguueessttss,,
tthhtt ee ffiiffff rrssttooffwwhhoommaarrrriivveeddllaassttyyeeaarr..rrrr

PPaallaazzzzoo PPrreevviitteerraa iiss eesssseennttiiaallllyy aa
mmuusseeuumm wwiitthh rroooommss —— aa tteecchhnniiccoolloouurr
llaabbaa yyrriinntthhtttt ooffoorrnnaattaaaa eeffaaffff bbaa rriiccss,,aarrttrrrr eeffaaffff ccttssaanndd
ccuurriiooss,, wwiitthhtttt ddeeccoorraattaaaa iivvee cceeiilliinnggss,, ggeeoommeett--
rriicc ttiilleess aanndd aannttiiqquueess tthhaattaaaa iilllluussttrraattaaaa ee tthhee
eevvoolluuttiioonn ooff iinntteerriioorr ddeessiiggnn iinn SSiicc--
iillyy..yyyy TThheerree aarree ffooffff uurr gguueesstt bbeeddrroooommss ((aanndd
ttwowo ccoottttaaggeess iinn tthhee ggaarrddeennss)),, pplluuss aann
eexxhhiibbiittiioonnssppaacceeoonntthhtttt ee lloowweerr ffllffff oooorr..rrrr

IIttss ggrroouunnddss aarree aallssoo ffuuffff llll ooff ttrreeaassuurreess,,
wwiitthh vvaasstt ttaanngglleess ooff wwiisstteerriiaa,, rraarree EEnngg--
lliisshh rroosseess aanndd aa sswweeeett ffaaffff mmiillyy ooff ttaabbbbyy
ccaattss.. AAmmiidd ggrraappee vviinneess aanndd oolliivvee ttrreeeess,,
ssttaallkkss ooff wwiilldd ffeennnneell ppookkee ffrroomm tthhee
eeaarrtthh,, wwhhiicchh BBeenn vvoowwss ttoo ccooookk oovveerr tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd.. AAffttffff eerr aann aappeerriittiivvoovvvv iinn tthhee ggaarr--
ddeenn,, iitt’’ss ffiiffff nnaallaaaa llyyttiimmeettooeeaattaaaa ..

AAtt TTrraattttoorriiaa LLiinngguuaaGGrroossssaa,, aa ssmmaallll
llooccaallaaaa rreessttaauuaaaa rraannttwwiitthhtttt aanneennoorrmmoouusssseelleecc--
ttiioonn ooff EEttnnaa wwiinnee,, wwee mmuunncchh oonn ppaannee
ffrrffff iittttoo aanndd aarrttiicchhookkeess wwrraappppeedd iinn llaarrddrrrr oo,,
bbeeffooffff rree aa ggeenneerroouuss ppllaattaaaa ee ooff ppaassttaa aarrrriivveess..
TThhee hhaannddmmaaddee ccaassaarreerrrr ccccee,, sswwiimmmmiinngg iinn aa
ssiillkkyykkkk ,,yyyy ssllooww--ccooookkeedd rraarrrr ggaa ùù,, wwiitthh ffaaffff lllliinngg--
aappaarrtt ppiieecceess ooff NNeerroo SSiicciilliiaannoo ppoorrkk,, hhaass
nnootteessooff jjuunniippeerrbbeerrrryyrrrr ——aallooccaallaaaa ttwwtttt iissttoonnaa
ccllaassssiicc ddiisshh wwiitthh aann iinnggrreeddiieenntt tthhaattaaaa ccaann
bbee ttrraacceedd bbaacckk ttoo tthhee iissllaanndd’’ss NNoorrmmaann
conconquequerrorsors.. FFollolloowiwing ng sausausagsageess witwithh
wwiilldd,, bbiitttttttt eerr hheerrbbrr ss,, wwee eenndd wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee hhoouussee
ssppeecciiaalliittyytttt ,,yyyy sscciiaauunnii—— ffrrffff iieedd rraavvaaaa iioollii ssttuuffffffff eeffff dd
wwiitthh sswweeeetteenneedd rriiccootttttttt aa —— aanndd aarree ggrraattaaaa ee--
ffuuffff ll ffooffff rr tthhtttt eesshhoorrttrrrr wwaallaa kkhhoommee..

TThhee nneexxtt mmoorrnniinngg,, eenn rroouuttee ttoo GGuuaarr--
ddiioollaa,, aa pprriizzeedd ppaarrcceell ooff vviinneeyyaarrddss ((ccoonn--
ttrraarrrr ddaa)) ttoo tthhtttt ee nnoorrttrrrr hhtttt ooff EEttnnaa,, iitt’’ss cclleeaarr wwhhyy
FFTT wwiinnee wwrriitteerr JJaanncciiss RRoobbiinnssoonn hhaass
ccaalllleedd tthhiiss ““ssoommee ooff tthhee ssttrraannggeesstt wwiinnee

ccoouunnttrryy iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd””.. TThhee rrooaaddss ttrraa--
vveerrssee mmeettrreess--hhiigghh ppeeaakkss ooff bbllaacckk,, ccrraa--
tteerreedd rroocckk —— llaavvaaaa aa ffllffff oowwss ffrrffff oomm llaarrggrr ee eerruupp--
ttiioonnss tthhaattaaaa hhaappppeenneedd aass rreecceennttllyy aass 11999900
—— wwiitthh aawwkkwwkkkk aarrddllyy sshhaappeedd,, sstteeeepp aanndd
tteerrrraacceeddvviinneeyyaarrddssnneessttlltttt eeddiinnbbeettwwtttt eeeenn..

““AA““ llaannddssccaappee lliikkee tthhtttt iiss iiss 1100 ttiimmeess mmoorree
eexxppeennssiivvee ttoo wwoorrkk tthhaann ffllffff aattaaaa vviinneeyyaarrddss””,,
ssaayyaaaa ss AAllbbeerrttoo CCuussuummaannoo,, oonnee hhaallff ooff tthhee
ssiibblliinngg tteeaamm bbeehhiinndd AAllttaa MMoorraa wwiinneerryy,,
aass hhee sshhoowwss uuss hhooww tthhee vviinneess aarree iinnaacc--
cceessssiibbllee ttoo mmaacchhiinneerryy aanndd mmuusstt bbee
tteennddeedd ttoo bbyy hhaanndd.. ““YYooYYYY uu oonnllyy ddoo iitt iiff yyoouu
rreeaallaaaa llyywwaanntt ttoo..””

WWiitthh EEttnnaa’’aa ss 33,,335577mm ooff eelleevvaattiioonn aanndd
pprrooxxiimmiittyytttt ttoo tthhee IIoonniiaann SSeeaa,, wwiinneemmaakk--
eerrss aallssoo hhaavvaaaa ee aa rraannggee ooff hhaarrsshh,, uunnpprree--
ddiiccttaabbaa llee wweeaattaaaa hheerr ttoo ccoonntteenndd wwiitthh.. TThhaattaaaa
ootthhtttt eerr mmiinnoorr ddeettaaiill —— tthhtttt ee ccoonnssttaanntt tthhtttt rreeaattaaaa
ooff vvoollccaanniicc eerruuppttiioonn —— iiss sshhrruuggggeedd ooffffffff ;;ff
EEttnnaa’’aaaass aaccttiivviittyytttt iiss aapppprreecciiaattaaaa eedd bbyy iittss rreessiill--
iieenntt,, nnaattiivvee ggrraappee vvaarriieettiieess ((NNeerreelllloo
MMaassccaalleessee ffooffff rr rreedd wwiinnee,, CCaarrrriiccaannttee ffooffff rr
wwhhiittee)),, tthhaattaaaa ssooaakk uupp tthhee aasshh tthhaattaaaa sseetttttttt lleess
iinn tthhee ssooiill.. AAllttaa MMoorraa’’aaaass ssiillkkyykkkk rreeddss —— ddeellii--
ccaattaaaa ee aanndd pprreecciissee wwiitthhtttt lliigghhtt ttaannnniinnss —— aarree
aarrcchheettyyppaall ooff tthhee rreeggiioonn;; iittss wwhhiitteess,,
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Niki Blasina was a guest of Palazzo Previtera 
(palazzoprevitera.com) and tour operator 
Emotional Sicily (emotionalsicily.com). Double 
rooms at the Palazzo cost from about €140 per 
night. The next Etna Wild Food tour with chef 
Ben Tish runs from October 22 to 26 and costs 
€3,500 per person, with a maximum of six guests

Sicily: a glutton’s guide
Italy | Led by chefs, winemakers and food producers, Niki Blasina samples a 

new tour around Mount Etna through a thousand years of culinary history

hheeaadd ttoo tthhee AAllccaannttaarraa vvaalllleeyy.. TThhrroouugghh
ppeeaacchh ggrroovveess aanndd ttoowweerriinngg wwiillddffllffff oowweerrss,,
aalloonngg ppootthhoolleedd rrooaaddss iinn ddeessppeerraattaaaa ee nneeeedd
ooff rreeppaaiirr,,rr wwee ffiinndd TTeennuuttaa RRuussttiiccaa,, aa
bbeeaauuttiiffuuffff ll oolliivvee ooiill--pprroodduucciinngg eessttaattaaaa ee tthhaattaaaa
hhaass bbeelloonnggeedd ttoo tthhee FFiissaauullii ffaaffff mmiillyy ssiinnccee
tthhee 1166tthh cceennttuurryy.. LLoorreennzzoo FFiissaauullii aanndd
hhiiss wwiiffeeffff MMaarrggrr hheerriittaa,, wwhhoo mmeett aattaaaa uunniivveerr--
ssiittyytttt iinn MMiillaann,, rreecceennttllyy rreettuurrnneedd ttoo SSiicciillyy
ttoo ttaakkee iitt oonn.. WWaannddeerriinngg tthhee llaanndd,,
bbeehhiinnddttaanngglleessooff ffooffff lliiaaggaa ee,,LLoorreennzzoosshhoowwss
uuss aa nneeaarrllyy 33,,000000--yyeeaarr--oolldd mmiillll,, ccaarrvvrr eedd
iinnttoo aa rroocckk,, tthhaattaaaa wwaass uusseedd ffooffff rr mmaakkiinngg ooiill
aanndd wwiinnee —— ffaaffff sscciinnaattaaaa iinngg eevviiddeennccee ooff IIttaall--
iiaann vviittiiccuullttuurree’’ss ssttaarrtt iinn SSiicciillyy,,yyyy ffrrffff oomm
aarroouunndd 880000BBCC wwhheenn iitt wwaass iinnttrroodduucceedd
bbyytthhtttt eeGGrreeeekkss..

WWeeWWWW ’’rree ttrreeaatteedd ttoo MMaarrggrr hheerriittaa’’aaaa ss hhoommee--
mmaaddee bbrreeaadd aanndd ppeeccoorriinnoo ffrroomm tthhee
nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg sshheeeepp ffaaffff rrmmeerr,,rrrr ddrriizzzzlleedd
wwiitthh tthhee eessttaattee’’ss eexxttrraa vviirrggiinn oolliivvee ooiill..
AAlloonnggssiiddee,, tthhee dduuoo’’ss llaattaaaa eesstt pprroojjoo eecctt:: aa llooww
iinntteerrvvrrrr eennttiioonn rroosséé.. ““[[TThhee eessttaattaaaa ee]] ssttaarrtteedd
wwiitthh ooiill,, bbuutt wwee rreeaallllyy lloovvee wwiinnee,,”” ssaayyaaaa ss
MMaarrggrr hheerriittaa,,wwhhoossttuuddiieeddttoobbeeaassoommmmee--
lliieerr..rrrr ““SSoowweessaaiidd,, ‘‘WWhhyyddoonn’’ttwweettrry?y?rrrr ’’””

IItt’’ss aa ddrriinnkk ttoo ssuuiitt tthhee rreessttaauurraanntt ooff
cchheeff AAllbbeerrttoo AAnnggiioolluuccccii,, oouurr ddiinnnneerr
vveennuuee tthhaattaaaa wwoouulldd llooookk mmoorree aattaaaa hhoommee iinn
CCllaappttoonn tthhaann CCaattaanniiaa:: mmiinniimmaalliisstt aanndd
mmooddeerrnn wwiitthhtttt aann oolldd sscchhooooll hhiipp hhoopp ppllaayyaaaa --
lliisstt.. TThhee 2288--yyeeaarr--oolldd,, aaffttffff eerr wwoorrkkiinngg iinn
ssoommee ooff IIttaallyy’’ss ttoopp rreessttaauurraannttss,, ooppeenneedd
hhiissoowwnnllaassttAAuugguusstt——aammaacceelllleerriiaaddiimmaarreerrrr
((lliitteerraallaaaa llyy ““sseeaaffooffff oodd bbuuttcchheerr””)) —— aappppllyyiinngg

tthhee nnoossee--ttoo--ttaaiill aapppprrooaacchh ttoo ffiiffff sshh.. ““OOuurr
mmaannttrraa iiss uussee eevveerryyrrrr ttyyyy hhtttt iinngg,,”” AAllbbeerrttrrrr oo ssaayyaaaa ss..
““TThhee lliivveerr,,rrrr tthhee ssttoommaacchh .. .. .. tthheerree’’ss nnoo
wwaassttee..”” HHiiss ssuussttaaiinnaabbaa llee eetthhooss aanndd uussee ooff
oolldd--wwoorrlldd mmeetthhtt ooddss,, ssuucchh aass ssaallttiinngg,, aaggaa ee--
iinngg aanndd pprreesseerrvvrrrr iinngg,, ttoo ccrreeaattaaaa ee ccoonntteemmppoo--
rraarryyrrrr ccuuiissiinnee((aanneexxcceelllleennttmmuulllleettcceevviicchhee
wwiitthh ffrrffff iieedd aarrttrrrr iicchhookkee oorr tthhee mmoorree ppllaayyaaaa ffuuffff ll
““sseeaa ssaallaammii””)),, hhaavvaaaa ee eeaarrnneedd hhiimm aa yyoouunngg
ffooffff ooddiieeffaaffff nnbbaassee..

BBaacckk iinn LLiinngguuaaggaa lloossssaa,, iitt’’ss SSuunnddaayyaaaa
mmoorrnniinngg aatt DDaaii PPeennnniissii,, tthhee llooccaall
bbuuttcchheerr —— aa ccaarrnniivvoorree ddrreeaammssccaappee ooff
ssaauussaaggaa eess,, pprriimmee bbeeeeff aanndd ccuurreedd mmeeaatt,,
tthhoouugghh wwee’’rree sseeeekkiinngg llaammbb.. ““TThhee ffllffff aa--
vvoouurrss tthhaattaaaa wwee hhaavvaaaa ee aattaaaa tthhee ppaallaazzzzoo wwiillll aallll
ggoo nniicceellyy wwiitthh iitt;; tthhee bbrrooaadd bbeeaannss,, wwiilldd
ffeeffff nnnneell aanndd aassppaarraagguuss,,”” BBeenn ssaayyss.. WWeeWWWW
ssttoopp aattaaaa aannaalliimmeennttaarrii ffooffff rr cciittrroonn tthhtttt ee ssiizzee ooff
rruuggbbyy bbaallllss aanndd aa bboouunnttyytttt ooff sspprriinngg vveeggee--
ttaabblleess:: rroommaannaa ccoouurrggeetttteess,, ssccaarroorrrr llaa ((aa
lleeaaffyyffff ggrreeeenn)) aanndd ccoouurrggeettttee ffllffff oowweerrss.. ““II
lliikkee rreeaallllyy ssiimmppllee,, sseeaassoonnaall ffooffff oodd,, wwiitthh
bbiigg gguuttssyy ffllffff aavvaaaa oouurrss —— aanndd IIttaalliiaannss,, SSiicciillii--
aannss eessppeecciiaallllyy,,yyyy rreeaallllyy lliivvee aanndd ddiiee bbyy
tthhtttt aattaaaa ,,”” BBeenn ssaayyaaaa ss.. NNooww cchheeff--ffff ddiirreeccttoorr ooff tthhtttt ee
CCuubbiitttttttt HHoouussee ggrroouupp ooff LLoonnddoonn ppuubbss aanndd
rreestastauraurantsnts, , BBen en stastartertedd hishis  carcareeer er inin
IIttaalliiaann ccuuiissiinnee aanndd eevveennttuuaallllyy bbrrooaadd--
eenneedd hhiiss ffooffff ccuuss ttoo tthhee MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann
rreeggiioonn.. ““WWhheenn II wwrroottee mmyy ffiiffff rrsstt bbooookk,,
MMoooorriissiiii hh—— aanndd MMoooorrss hhaadd aa hhuuggee iinnffllffff uu--
eennccee iinn SSiicciilyly —— II ffeellll iinn lloveove wwiitthh tthhee
ppllaacceeaannddtthhtttt ee ffooffff oodd,,””hheessaayyaaaa ss..

FFoolllloowwiinngg aa ttaassttiinngg aatt tthhee FFrraanncchheettttii
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Clockwise from bottom 
left: the view from the 
Palazzo Previtera bed and 
breakfast; Niki Blasina 
and other guests drink a 
glass of rosé from Tenuta 
Rustica; chef Ben Tish; 
Alberto Cusumano at the 
Alta Mora winery; inside 
the Palazzo Previtera; 
Sunday lunch at the 
Palazzo; pastry chef 
Giovanna Musumeci (left); 
one of Musumeci’s almond 
granitas — Riley Clements; Fabio Florio
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Las verbenas continue with the feast of La 
Virgen de la Paloma from August 11 to 15; entry is 
free. For more details see esmadrid.com

I tt iiss ccuussttoommaarryyrrrr ffooffff rr mmaannyy rreessiiddeennttss
ooff MMaaddrriidd ttoo ggeett tthhtttt ee hheellll oouutt ooff
ttoowwnn tthhtt iiss ttiimmee ooff yyeeaarr,,rrrr ttoo ffllffff eeee tthhtttt ee
ddeemmeenntteedd hheeaattaaaa ooff AAuugguusstt ffooffff rr ssoommee
bbrreeeezziieerr rreeddoouubbtt oonn tthhtttt ee ccooaasstt..

BBuutt tthhtttt eerree iiss aann ooppppoossiinngg ttrraaddiittiioonn
aammoonngg tthhtttt oossee wwhhoo ssttaayyaaaa ppuutt:: pprraaccttiiccaallaaaa llyy
mmaannddaattaaaa oorryyrrrr aattaaaa tttttt eennddaannccee aattaaaa aa ttrriioo ooff
ssttrreeeett ppaarrttrrrr iieess,, tthhtttt rroowwnn ffooffff rr aa ttrriinniittyytttt ooff
ppaattaaaa rroonn ssaaiinnttss,, iinn tthhtttt rreeee aaddjjdd ooiinniinngg
nneeiigghhbboouurrhhooooddss jjuusstt ssoouutthhtt ooff tthhtttt ee cciittyytttt
cceennttrree.. TTooTTTT ggeetthhtttt eerr tthhtttt eeyy aarree kknnoowwnn aass llaass
vveevvvv rrbbrrrr eennaass,, aa rreeffeeffff rreennccee ttoo tthhtttt ee vveerrvvrrrr aaiinn
ffllffff oowweerrss tthhtttt aattaaaa yyoouunngg MMaaddrriilleeññooss uusseedd ttoo
wweeaarr ttoo tthhtttt eessee rreevveellss..

EEaacchh bbaasshh ggooeess oonn ffooffff rr aa ffeeffff ww nniigghhttss
aanndd eennddss wwiitthhtttt aa rreelliiggiioouuss pprroocceessssiioonn
bbeeffooffff rree tthhtt ee nneexxtt bbeeggiinnss iinn tthhtttt ee aaddjjdd ooiinniinngg
ppaarriisshh.. TThhiiss ccoommiinngg wweeeekk iitt wwiillll bbee tthhtttt ee
ttuurrnn ooff tthhtttt ee ffeeffff aasstt ooff LLaa VViirrggrr eenn ddee llaa
PPaallaaaa oommaa iinn LLaa LLaattaaaa iinnaa,, bbuutt SSaann CCaayyaaaa eettaannoo,,
aass eevveerr,,rrrr ggoott tthhtttt iiss yyeeaarr’’ss ffeeffff ssttiivviittiieess ssttaarrttrrrr eedd
iinn EEmmbbaajjaaaa aaddoorreess,, aa hhiissttoorriiccaallaaaa llyy ppoooorr
aanndd llaattaaaa tttttt eerrllyy ttrreennddyy bbaarrrriioo aarroouunndd tthhtttt ee
BBaarrooqquuee cchhuurrcchh bbuuiilltt iinn hhiiss hhoonnoouurr
((aanndd rreebbuuiilltt aaffttffff eerr bbeeiinngg bbuurrnntt ddoowwnn
eeaarrllyy iinn tthhtttt ee SSppaanniisshh cciivviill wwaarr))..

OOnn tthhtttt ee ffiiffff rrsstt nniigghhtt,, AAuugguusstt 22,, II
ffooffff lllloowweedd aa ddiissttaanntt rrhhyyttyyyy hhtttt mmiicc qquuaakkaaaa iinngg
oouutt ooff mmyy oowwnn ppaarrcchheedd,, ddeesseerrttrrrr eedd
ssuubbuurrbbrr iinnttoo aa ffeeffff ssttiivvee bbllaasstt zzoonnee mmaarrkkeekkkk dd
ooffffffff bbyy mmeettaallaaaa bbaarrrriieerrss aanndd ppoolliiccee
ccoorrddoonnss.. EEvveerryyrrrr ttaavvaaaa eerrnn,, ttaapprroooomm,, ccooffffffff eeffff ee
hhoouussee aanndd kkeekkkk bbaabbaa sshhoopp iinnssiiddee tthhtttt aattaaaa
bboouunnddaarryyrrrr hhaadd aa tteemmppoorraarryyrrrr bbaarr oouutt
ffrrffff oonntt,, wwiitthhtttt aa DDJJDD oonn aa llaappttoopp ppllaayyaaaa iinngg

pprreeggnnaanntt wwoommeenn ((ssuurreellyy aa rreeaallaaaa bbaasskkeekkkk tt ooff
ccaattaaaa ss,, aass ccoonnssttiittuutttt eenncciieess ggoo)).. TTooTTTT ddaayyaaaa iitt’’ss’’
ssoolldd aattaaaa aallaaaa ll ppaarrttrrrr iicciippaattaaaa iinnggnn vveennuueess ffooffff rr €€44..

MMaarrggrr aarriittaa PPuuiigg SSaaeennzz ooff tthhtttt ee LLAAPP BBaarr
&& CCaaffeeffff aassssuurreedd mmee tthhtttt aattaaaa hheerr lliimmoonnaaddaa
wwaass tthhtttt ee ggrreeaattaaaa eesstt,, llaaddlliinngg oouutt mmyy rraattaaaa iioonn
ffrrffff oomm aa ssiillvveerr bboowwll iinnttoo aa ppaappeerr ccuupp.. SShhee
wweenntt oonn,, wwiitthhtttt cchheeeerryyrrrr iirroonnyy,,yyyy ttoo ccllaaiimm
tthhtttt aattaaaa SSaaiinntt CCaajjaaaa eettaann hhiimmsseellff wwaass aa rreegguullaarr
ccuussttoommeerr:: ““AA““ ggoooodd gguuyy..yyyy HHee uussuuaallaaaa llyy
ccoommeess iinn ffiiffff rrsstt tthhtttt iinngg oonn TThhuurrssddaayyaaaa ss””

AArroouunndd tthhtttt ee ccoorrnneerr,,rrrr CCaallaa llee ddeell OOssoo wwaass
tthhtttt ee mmaaiinn ddrraaggaa ooff tthhtttt iiss ffiiffff eessttaa,, wwiitthhtttt mmaanniillaa
sshhaawwaaaa llss aanndd ccoolloouurreedd ggaarrllaannddss ssttrruunnggnn
oovveerrhheeaadd bbeettwwtttt eeeenn tteenneemmeenntt bbaallaaaa ccoonniieess..
AAttAAAA nnuummbbeerr 1122,, aa cchhoorruuss lliinnee ooff ssiinnggnn iinnggnn
llaaddiieess iinn aapprroonnss wweerree ppoouurriinnggnn oouutt ffrrffff eeee
ssaannggnn rriiaa,, wwhhiillee aacccceeppttiinnggnn ddoonnaattaaaa iioonnss ttoo
hheellpp ccoovveerr tthhtttt eeiirr ccoossttss aass pprriinncciippaallaaaa hhoossttss
ooff tthhtttt ee wwhhoollee tthhtttt iinnggnn ..

TThhee eevveenntt iittsseellff ggooeess bbaacckk ttoo tthhtttt ee llaattaaaa ee
1188tthhtttt cceennttuurryyrrrr ,,yyyy ssaaiidd rreessiiddeenntt JJoosséé LLuuiiss
TTeeTTTT jjee eeddoorr —— bbuutt tthhtttt iiss ssttrreeeett,, aanndd tthhtt iiss
bbuuiillddiinngg,, hhaavvaaaa ee nnooww bbeeeenn iittss ““eeppiicceennttrree””
ffooffff rr 4433 yyeeaarrss.. TTeeTTTT jjee eeddoorr wwaass bboorrnn aattaaaa
nnuummbbeerr 1122,, aarroouunndd tthhtttt ee ttiimmee tthhtttt aattaaaa hhiiss
ppaarreennttss aanndd tthhtttt eeiirr nneeiigghhbboouurrss ttooookk oonn
aallaaaa ll tthhtt ee ppaarrttrrrr yytttt ppllaannnniinngg.. TTooTTTT ddaayyaaaa hhee lliivveess aattaaaa
nnuummbbeerr 1111 wwiitthhtttt hhiiss wwiiffeeffff ,, aanndd hhiiss ddaayyaaaa
jjoobb iinn llooggiissttiiccss hhaass mmaaddee hhiimm cchhiieeff
oorrggrr aanniisseerr aallaaaa mmoosstt bbyy ddeeffaaffff uulltt..

““IItt’’ss aa lloott ooff wwoorrkk,,”” hhee ssaaiidd.. ““WWeeWWWW ’’vvee
bbeeeenn mmaakkaaaa iinngg ppaappeerr ffllffff oowweerrss ssiinnccee
MMaarrcchh.. BBuutt wwee’’rree pprroouudd ttoo ddoo iitt.. WWeeWWWW ’’rree
lliikkeekk aa ffaaffff mmiillyy,,yyyy wwee’’vvee kknnoowwnn eeaacchh ootthhtttt eerr
oouurr wwhhoollee lliivveess..””

SSuucchh ccoommmmuunniittyytttt ssppiirriitt iissnn’’tt aa ggiivveenn
tthhtttt eessee ddaayyaaaa ss,, bbuutt iitt hhaass aallaaaa wwaayyaaaa ss sseeeemmeedd
eessppeecciiaallaaaa llyy ssttrroonngg iinn tthhtttt ee nneexxuuss ooff
EEmmbbaajjaaaa aaddoorreess,, LLaavvaaaa aappiiééss aanndd LLaa LLaattaaaa iinnaa..
TThheeyy aarree ooffttffff eenn ccaallaa lleedd tthhtttt ee mmoosstt ccaassttiizziiii oo
ooff nneeiigghhbboouurrhhooooddss —— aa ttrriicckkyykkkk tteerrmm
eexxpprreessssiinngg aa cceerrttrrrr aaiinn ttrriibbaallaaaa ,, ppaarroocchhiiaallaaaa
iinnddeeppeennddeennccee ffrrffff oomm SSppaaiinn’’ss BBoouurrbbrr oonn
aanndd HHaabbaa ssbbuurrggrr mmoonnaarrcchhiieess,, wwhhiillee aallaa ssoo
aaddooppttiinngg tthhtttt eeiirr ccoossttuummeess aanndd ddaanncceess..

IItt hhaass ccoommee ttoo mmeeaann ““aauutthhtttt eennttiicc
MMaaddrriidd””,, aanndd ssttiillll vveerryyrrrr mmuucchh aapppplliieess ttoo
tthhtttt iiss mmoosstt mmuullttiiccuullttuurraallaaaa qquuaarrttrrrr eerr ooff tthhtttt ee
cciittyytttt ,,yyyy wwhheerree II wwaattaaaa cchheedd oolldd ccoouupplleess iinn
ttrraaddiittiioonnaallaa cchhuullaappoo oouuttffiiffff ttss ddaanncciinngg tthhtttt ee
cchhoottiissiiii iinn aann aarreeaa nnooww aallaaaa ssoo kknnoowwnn ffooffff rr
SSeenneeggaallaaaa eessee rreessttaauurraannttss,, aannaarrcchhiisstt
ssqquuaattaaaa ss aanndd sseett ppiieeccee ssttrreeeett aarrttrrrr bbyy bbiigg--
nnaammee iinntteerrnnaattaaaa iioonnaallaaaa mmuurraallaaaa iissttss..

II aasskkeekkkk dd TTeeTTTT jjee eeddoorr aabbaa oouutt llooccaallaaaa ccoonncceerrnnss
tthhtttt aattaaaa ““ccoooollnneessss”” iiss rraaiissiinngg tthhtt ee rreenntt aanndd
cchhaannggiinngg tthhtttt ee cchhaarraacctteerr ooff tthhtttt ee bbaarrrriioo..
““MMaayyaaaa bbyy ee,,”” hhee ssaaiidd,, ““bbuutt ddrruuggss aanndd
ddeelliinnqquueennccyy aarree ssttiillll bbiiggggeerr pprroobblleemmss..””

OOuutt iinn tthhtttt ee ccrroowwdd,, II ssmmeelllleedd aa lliitttttttt lltttt ee
wweeeedd aanndd ssaawwaaaa aa lloott ooff ddrruunnkkeekkkk nnnneessss,, bbuutt
nnootthhtttt iinnggnn yyoouu’’dd’’ ccaallaaaa ll ttrroouubbllee.. MMoorree,,
iinnddeeeedd,, ooff wwhhaattaaaa yyoouu’’dd’’ ccaallaaaa ll jjooyy..yyyy UUppUUUU aattaaaa BBaarr
CCrruuzz oonn PPllaazzaa CCaassccoorrrroo,, aa rroowwddyy hhuubb ooff
hhuuggss,, ssppiillllaaggaaaa eess aanndd hhoolllleerreedd ttaappaass
oorrddeerrss,, oowwnneerr RRaaffaaffff eell MMaarrttrrrr iinneezz ssaaiidd ppaarrttrrrr
ooff tthhtttt iiss ““aabbaa ssoolluuttee mmaaddnneessss”” wwaass rreelliieeff
aattaaaa tthhtttt ee rreettuutttt rrnn ooff llaallll ss vveevvvv rrbbrrrr eennaass aaffttffff eerr tthhtttt ee
eennffooffff rrcceedd CCoovviidd qquuiieett ooff 22002200 aanndd 22002211..
““TThhee rreesstt iiss jjuusstt .. .. .. MMaaddrriidd..””

SStteepphheenn PPhheellaann

‘We’ve been making paper 

flowers since March. But 

we’re proud to do it. We’re 

like a family, we’ve known 

each other our whole lives’
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ffaammiillyy’’ss PPaassssooppiisscciiaarroo wwiinneerryy ((wwhheerree
bboottttlleess ccoosstt uupp ttoo €€114400)),, eevveerryyoonnee iiss
hheellppiinngg ppeeeell,, cchhoopp aanndd sslliiccee vveeggeettaabblleess
iinn tthhee ppaallaazzzzoo’’ss kkiittcchheenn.. ((IInn tthhee pprreess--
eennccee ooff aa cchheeff —— eevveenn oonnee aass ffrrffff iieennddllyy aanndd
rreellaaxxaaaa eedd aass BBeenn —— II ffeeffff eell rraattaaaa hheerr iinneepptt,, aanndd
mmiinnee llooookk lliikkee tthheeyy’’vvee bbeeeenn hhaannddlleedd bbyy
aa cchhiimmpp..)) TThhee rroooomm ssmmeellllss ddiivviinnee,, wwiitthh
ggaarrlliicc ffrrffff yyiinngg,, llaammbb cchhooppss sseeaarriinngg,, aanndd
ccoouurrggrr eettttee ffllffff oowweerrss ffiiffff zzzziinngg iinn ooiill,, bebeffooffff rree
tthheeyy’’rree ttooppppeedd wwiitthh lleemmoonn,, hhoonneeyy aanndd
ffrrffff iieedd mmiinntt ffrrffff oomm tthhtttt ee ggaarrddeenn.. SSuurrrroouunnddeedd
bbyy aannttiiqquuiittiieess iinn tthhee ppaallaazzzzoo’’ss ddiinniinngg
rroooomm,, wwee ttuucckk iinnttoo oouurr lluunncchh ooff llaammbb
aanndd tthhtttt ee aabbaa uunnddaannccee ooff sspprriinngg vveeggeettaabbaa lleess,,
bbrraaiisseedd iinn ggaarrlliicc aanndd oolliivvee ooiill aanndd sspprriinn--
kklleedd wwiitthh jjuuss aanndd ffrreesshh hheerrbbs,s, aanndd aa
ggrreeeenn ssaallaadd wwiitthh ggrraatteedd ppeeccoorriinnoo aanndd
oorraannggee sseeggmmeennttss.. EEvveerryyrrrr ttyyyy hhtttt iinngg iiss ddrriizzzzlleedd
wwiitthh SSiicciilliiaann vviinnoo ccoottttoo ((aa rreedduuccttiioonn ooff
nnoonn--ffeeffff rrmmeenntteedd ggrraappee mmuusstt)) aanndd TTeeTTTT nnuuttaa
RRuuRRRR ssttiiccaa’’aaaasswwoonnddeerrffuuffff lloolliivveeooiill..

LLaatteerr,,rrrr aaffttffff eerr oouurr ssttoopp iinn TTaaoorrmmiinnaa ffooffff rr
SicSicilily’y’ss bbeest st cancannolnolii at at BarBar  PasPasticticcerceriaia
EEttnnaa,, iitt’’ss ttiimmee ffooffff rr SSuunnddaayyaaaa ’’ss mmoosstt iimmppoorr--
ttaanntt ttrraaddiittiioonn:: sseerrvvrrrr iiccee aattaaaa tthhee llooccaall ppiizzzzee--
rriiaa,, wwhheerree tthhtttt ee ttoowwnn’’ss pprriieesstt,, ssttiillll wweeaarriinngg
hhiiss ccoollllaarr,,rrrr eennjjnn ooyyss aa ppiizzzzaa aanndd bbeeeerr aattaaaa tthhee
ttaabbllee nneexxtt ttoo uuss.. OOuurr SSiicciilliiaann hhoossttss aarree
llaammeennttiinngg tthhee iissllaanndd’’ss ddoowwnnssiiddeess:: iitt’’ss
ssllooww ttoo cchhaannggee,, tthheerree’’ss aa llaacckk ooff ggoovveerrnn--
mmeennttssuuppppoorrttrrrr ffooffff rrbbuussiinneessss,,aannddtthhtttt eebbrraaiinn
ddrraaiinn tthhaattaaaa hhaass ppllaaggaa uueedd IIttaallyy’’ss ssoouutthh.. BBuutt
tthhtttt eerree iissrreeaassoonnttoobbeeooppttiimmiissttiicc..

SSuurree,, tthhee wweeeekkeenndd wwaass hhiigghh--iinntteennssiittyytttt
iinntteerrvvrrrr aall ttrraaiinniinngg iinn ccaalloorriicc iinnttaakkee,, bbuutt iitt
wwaass aallssoo aa gglliimmppssee aatt SSiicciillyy’’ss ffuuffff ttuurree
tthhrroouugghh tthhee yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee wwhhoo hhaavvaaaa ee lleeffttffff
aanndd ccoommee bbaacckk.. MMaanniillaa DDii MMaaiirraa,, tthhee
ffooffff uunnddeerr ooff tthhee ttoouurr ooppeerraattaaaa oorr EEmmoottiioonnaall
SSiicciillyy,,yyyy hhaadd ddoonnee jjuusstt tthhaatt.. ““II wwaass pespesssii--
mmiissttiicc aabbaa oouutt SSiicciillyy,,yyyy”” sshhee ssaayyaaaa ss.. ““BBuutt wwhheenn
II ssttaarrtteedd mmeeeettiinngg tthheessee lliikkee--mmiinnddeedd
ppeeooppllee aarroouunndd tthhtt ee iissllaanndd,, iitt cchhaannggeedd mmyy
ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee..””

wwhhiicchh AAllbbeerrttoo ssaayyaaaa ss aarree mmoorree ddiiffffffff iiffff ccuulltt ttoo
ppeerrffeeffff cctt,, ooffffffff eeffff rr nnootteess ooff cciittrruuss aanndd ppeeaarr,,rrrr
sshhoowwiinnggnnoossiiggnnssooff ssttrruuggggllee ttooggeettrriigghhtt..

IInn tthhee vviillllaaggaa ee ooff RRaannddaazzzzoo,, tthhee vviivvaa--
cciioouuss GGiioovvaannnnaa MMuussuummeeccii,, aann aawwaaaa aarrdd--
wwiinnnniinngg ppaassttrryy cchheeff,,ff iiss tteelllliinngg uuss aabboouutt
tthhtttt ee oorriiggiinnss ooff oonnee ooff tthhtttt ee iissllaanndd’’ss ccuulliinnaarryyrrrr
oobbsseessssiioonnss.. GGrraarrrr nniittaa ddaatteess bbaacckk ttoo tthhee
MMiiddddllee AAggAA eess,, wwhheenn SSiicciilliiaannss wwoouulldd ttaakkee
ssnnooww ccoolllleecctteedd ffroroffff mm EEttnnaa ((ssttooreredd iinn
uunnddeerrggrr rroouunndd ccaavvaaaa eess ccaalllleedd nneevviieerreerrrr )),, aanndd
ffllffff aavvoouurr iitt wwiitthh ffrruuiitt,, nnuuttss aanndd ootthheerr
iinnggrreeddiieennttssmmiixxeeddwwiitthhtttt ssuuggaarr..rrrr

TTooddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy ppooppuullaarr ffllffff aavvaaaa oouurrss iinncclluuddee mmuull--
bberrerry y andand almalmondond, , butbut  GioGiovanvanna na aalsolso
eexxppeerriimmeennttss wwiitthh ssaavvaaaa oouurryy ttaasstteess:: ppiizziiii zzzzzz aa
ffrrffff iitttteewwiitthhtttt aauubbeerrggrr iinnee,, rriiccootttttttt aa aanndd ttoommaattaaaa oo
ggrraanniittaa —— aa tthhtttt rriilllliinngg ppllaayyaaaa ooff hhoott aanndd ccoolldd;;
ffooffff ccaacccciiaa wwiitthh ppaanncceetttttttt aa aanndd mmaayyaaaa oonnnnaaiissee
iiccee ccrereaamm tthhaatt iiss uunneexxppeecctteeddlyly ddeellii--
cciioouuss.. BBrriioocchhee,, bbuutttteerr iiccee ccrreeaamm aanndd
aanncchhoovviieess .. .. .. iiss ppeerrhhaappss aa sstteepp ttoooo ffaaffff rr..rrrr
““IItt’’ss cchhaalllleennggiinngg,,”” cchheeff BBeenn ssaayyaaaa ss ddiipplloo--
mmaattaaaa iiccaallllyy..yyyy GGiioovvaannnnaa llaauugghhss aanndd ssaayyaaaa ss iitt’’ss
hheerr mmoosstt ddiivviissiivvee ddiisshh.. WWeeWWWW rreeffrrffff eesshh oouurr
ppaallaatteess wwiitthh mmaannddaarriinn ggrraanniittaa,, aanndd

rreeggggaaeettoonn,, SSppaanniisshh ppoopp hhiittss oorr
uunniivveerrssaallaaaa aanntthhtttt eemmss bbyy tthhtttt ee lliikkeekkkk ss ooff RRoodd
SStteewwaarrttrrrr aattaaaa ppaavvaaaa eemmeenntt-c-crraacckkiinngg vvoolluummee..
IItt sseeeemmeedd ttoo mmee tthhtttt aattaaaa eevveerryyrrrr lliivviinngg ssoouull
lleeffttffff iinn tthhtttt ee cciittyytttt wwaass nnooww ddrriinnkkiinngg aanndd
ddaanncciinngg oonn tthhtt iiss ppaarrttrrrr iiccuullaarr bblloocckk,, rriigghhtt
uupp ttoo tthhtttt ee sstteeppss ooff tthhtttt ee cchhuurrcchh iittsseellff..ffff TThhee
ddoooorrss wweerree wwiiddee ooppeenn,, aanndd tthhtttt ee vvaauulltteedd
nnaavvaaaa ee ffiiffff lllleedd wwiitthhtttt bbaassss nnooiissee..

II ssttooppppeedd ffooffff rr aa lliimmoonnaaddaadddd ,, tthhtttt ee ssiiggnnaattaaaa uutttt rree
bbeevveerraaggaa ee ooff tthhtttt eessee cceelleebbrraattaaaa iioonnss.. AA mmiixx
ooff wwhhiittee wwiinnee,, lleemmoonnss,, ssuuggaarr,,rrrr cciinnnnaammoonn
aanndd ccoolldd ssooddaa,, iitt wwaass oorriiggiinnaallaaaa llyy ggiivveenn
oouutt ggrraattaaaa iiss bbyy llooccaallaaaa ss,, iinn aa nnoodd ttoo tthhtttt ee
mmaaggaa nnaanniimmiittyytttt ooff SSaann CCaayyaaaa eettaannoo,, oorr SSaaiinntt
CCaajjaaaa eettaann —— tthhtttt ee 1155tthhtttt --cceennttuutttt rryyrrrr IIttaallaaaa iiaann
pprriieesstt llaattaaaa eerr ccaannoonniisseedd aass pprrootteeccttoorr ooff
bboosssseess,, wwoorrkkeekkkk rrss,, tthhtttt ee uunneemmppllooyyeedd aanndd
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T ee hhiissttoorriiaann JJooyyaa CChhaatttteerrjjrr ii
iis,s, aass sshhee ppuuttss iitt,, ppaarrtt ooff aa
““ccllaann”” wwiitthh aa bbaassee aatt HHiillll
CCaarrtt RRooaadd in in nornorth th BBengengal.al.
FFoorr yyeeaarrss,, rreellaattiivveess ffrroomm

tthhaatt rruurraall rreeddoouubbtt vviissiitteedd hheerr ffaaffff mmiillyy’’ss
cciittyy hhoommee iinn DDeellhhii,, oonnee bbeeiinngg hheerr
ffaaffff ttaaaa hheerr’’ss wwiiddoowweedd ssiisstteerr,,rrrr aa ““ppooeetteessss ((aanndd
MMaaooiisstt)) wwhhoo sshheelltteerreedd MMaaooiisstt rreevvoolluu--
ttiioonnaarriieess oonn t thhee r ruunn””.. CChhaatttteerrjjrr ii’’ss a auunntt
wwaass aa ccuurriioouuss mmiixxttuurree,, ssttiicckkiinngg ttoo
HHiinndduu nnoorrmmss ooff wwiiddoowwhhoooodd,, wweeaarriinngg aa
wwhhiittee ssaarrii aanndd aavvaaaa ooiiddiinngg ssppiiccyy ffooffff oodd lleesstt
iitt iinnssppiirree uunnsseeeemmllyy ppaassssiioonnss,, bbuutt aallssoo
tteeaacchhiinngg hheerr nniieeccee tthhee tteexxttss ooff ttwwoo
ffaaffff iitthhss,, tthhee HHiinndduu eeppiiccMMaaMMMM hhaabbhhaarraarrrr ttaa aanndd
tthhee hhiissttoorryy ooff tthhee IInnddiiaann vveerrssiioonn ooff
MMaaooiissmm kknnoowwnn aass NNaaxxaalliissmm.. TThhee
aappppaarreenntt ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonn bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ttrraaddii--
ttiioonn aanndd rraaddiiccaall ppoolliittiiccss iiss oonnee ooff tthhee
ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss tthhaatt ssiittss aatt tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff
ssoouutthh AAssiiaa..

CChhaatttteerrjjrr ii’’ss ““ccllaann”” —— iinn ssoommee wwaayyss
cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc ooff ssoouutthh AAssiiaa,, aa rreeggiioonn
ddeeffiiffff nneedd bbyy ccllaannss bbootthh rreeaall aanndd vviirrttuuaall ——
mmaakkeess rreegguullaarr aappppeeaarraanncceess iinn hheerr bbooookk
SShhaaddoowwsswwww aattNNooNNNN oonn,, wwhhiicchh wweeaavvaaaa eess bbeettwwtttt eeeenn
tthhee peperrssoonnaall aanndd tthhee ppoolliittiiccaall wwiitthh tthhee
rorobbuusstt sskkiillll ooff aa ccllaassssiicc AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr
MMaarrkk IIIIII ccaarr oonn aa rruurraall IInnddiiaann rrooaadd.. MMoosstt
ooff tthhee bbooookk iiss aann iinnnnoovvaattiivvee hhiissttoorryy ooff
ssoouutthh AAssiiaa,, bbuutt tthheerree aarree mmuullttiippllee
vviiggnneetttttttt eess aabbaa oouutt hheerr oowwnn eexxppeerriieenncceess ooff
tthhee ppaasstt hhaallff--ffff cceennttuurryyrrrr ,,yyyy rraattaaaa hheerr lliikkee TTiimmoo--
tthhyy GGaarrttoonn AAsshh’’ss mmoosstt rreecceenntt bbooookk,,
HHooHHHH mmeellaannddssdddd ,, wwhhiicchh bblleennddss aa hhiissttoorryy ooff
EEuurrooppee wwiitthh tthhee aauutthhoorr’’ss eexxppeerriieennccee ooff
lliivviinnggtthhtttt rroouugghhtthhtttt eeccoollddwwaarr..rrrr
SShhaaddoowwsswwww aatt NNooNNNN oonn i iss i inn ttwwoo ppaarrttss:: t thhee

ffiiffff rrsstt iiss aa ppoolliittiiccaall nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee ooff ssoouutthh AAssiiaa
ffrrffff oomm tthhee BBrriittiisshh ccoolloonnyy ooff tthhee llaattee 1199tthh
cceennttuurryyrrrr ttoo tthhtttt ee tthhtttt rreeee ssttaattaaaa eess ooff tthhtttt ee pprreesseenntt
ddaayyaaaa ;; tthhee sseeccoonndd rree--eexxaammiinneess tthhee ssuubb--
ccoonnttiinneenntt tthhrroouugghh aa rraannggee ooff tthheemmeess,,
iinncclluuddiinngg ffooffff oodd,, ffiiffff llmm aanndd lleeiissuurree.. CChhaatt--
tteerrjjrrrr ii,, pprrooffeeffff ssssoorr ooff ssoouutthh AAssiiaann hhiissttoorryyrrrr aattaaaa
CCaammbbrriiddggee uunniivveerrssiittyytttt ,, aarrggrr uueess tthhaatt ttoooo
mmaannyy ssttuuddiieess ooff tthhtttt ee rreeggiioonn hhaavvaaaa ee ccoonncceenn--
ttrraattaaaa eedd oonn tthhee sseeppaarraattaaaa iioonn bbeettwwtttt eeeenn IInnddiiaa,,
PPaakkiissttaann aanndd BBaannggllaaddeesshh.. TThhiiss bbooookk
sseeeekkss ttoosshhoowwtthhtttt eeccoommmmoonnaallaa iittiieess..

IItt aappppeeaarrss aatt aa mmoommeenntt wwhheenn ssoouutthh
AAssiiaa iiss aatt tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff aa rraannggee ooff gglloobbaall
ddeebbaattaaaa eess.. TThhee UUSS aanndd RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa aarree vvyyvvvv iinngg ttoo
bbrriinngg IInnddiiaa iinnttoo tthheeiirr oorrbbiittss,, aass NNaarreenn--
ddrraa MMooddii’’ss ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt uunnddeerrttaakkeess
nnaavvaaaa aall eexxeercrciisseess wwiitthh tthhee ffoorrmmeerr aanndd
bbuuyyss ffooffff ssssiill ffuuffff eellss aanndd aarrmmaammeennttss ffrrffff oomm
tthhee llaatttteerr.. BBootthh PPaakkiissttaann aanndd BBaannggllaa--
ddeesshh aarree iinnffllffff uueenncceedd bbyy CChhiinnaa’’ss sseeaarrcchh
ffooffff rrnneewwppaarrttrrrr nneerrss..YYeeYYYY tt tthhtttt eerreeggiioonn’’ss iimmppaacctt
iiss aallssoo sseeeenn iinn eeccoonnoommiiccss aanndd ccuullttuurree::
IInnddiiaann ssooffttffff wwaarree eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss aanndd
PPaakkiissttaannii ssiinnggeerrss aallll hhaavvaaaa ee iinnffllffff uueennccee wweellll
bbeeyyoonndd ssoouutthh AAssiiaa.. CChhaatttteerrjjrr ii bbrriinnggss
ttooggeetthheerr tthhee popolliittiiccaall aanndd ccuullttuurraall iinn aa
wwaayyaaaa rraarreellyyddoonneebbeeffooffff rree..

TThhee cchhaapptteerrss oonn ppoolliittiiccss mmoovvee ffaasstt
andand  arare e fulfulll of of attattituitudede. . YYou ou YYYY cancan  sensensese
tthhee aauutthhoorr’’ss ffrrffff uussttrraattiioonn wwiitthh tthhee oolldd
mmeenn ooff tthhee CCoonnggrreessss ppaarrttyy,, tthhee mmaallee--
ddoommiinnaattaaaa eedd ppoolliittiiccaall eessttaabbaa lliisshhmmeenntt tthhaattaaaa
bbrroouugghhtt iinnddeeppeennddeennccee bbuutt tthhtttt eenn bbeeccaammee
aa nneeww eelliittee iinn tthheeiirr oowwnn rriigghhtt.. IInn tthhee
11996600ss tthheeyy uunnddeerreessttiimmaattaaaa eedd IInnddiirraa GGaann--
ddhhii,, NNeehhrruu’’ss ddaauugghhtteerr,, wwhhoo wwoouulldd ggoo oonn
ttoo eennjjnn ooyy ttwwoo ssttiinnttss aass pprriimmee mmiinniisstteerr,,rrrr

dduurriinngg wwhhiicchh sshhee llaauunncchheedd tthhee ccoouunnttrryy
oonn aa ppaatthh ttoowwaarrddss ssoocciiaalliisstt ppoolliittiiccss aanndd
tthhiirrdd--wwoorrlldd lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp.. EEvveenn aaffttffff eerr sshhee
hhaadd ccaappttuurreedd tthhee ppaarrttyy ffrroomm uunnddeerr
tthhtttt eemm,, CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii ffuuffff mmeess,, tthhtttt eeyy ssttiillll tthhtttt oouugghhtt
ooffhheerraass““aadduummbbddoollll””..

TThhaatt ssaaiidd,, tthhee aauutthhoorr ddooeessnn’’tt sshhyy
aawwaayy ffroroffff mm ppiinnnniinngg IInnddiiaa’’ss ffiiffff rrsstt ttuurrnn
aaggaa aaiinnsstt ddeemmooccrraaccyy oonn GGaannddhhii,, ppooiinnttiinngg
oouutt tthhaatt cceennssoorrsshhiipp aanndd mmaassss aarrrreessttss
wweerree cceennttrraall ttoo hheerr eemmeerrggeennccyy rruullee
bbeettwwtttt eeeenn 11997755 aanndd 11997777 ((““DDoonnee,, MMaa’’aaaa aamm,,””
tthhee aauutthhoorr iimmaaggaa iinneess tthhee ppoolliiccee ssaayyaaaa iinngg iinn
aa rriiffffffff wwhheerree tthhee CCaammbbrriiddggee hhiissttoorriiaann
sseeeemmssttoobbeecchhaannnneelllliinnggDDaarriiooFFoo..))

YYeeYYYY tt tthhiiss iiss sseerriioouuss ssttuuffff.. CChhaatttteerrjjrr ii
mmaakkeess aann iimmppoorrttaanntt ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn iinn
ccoommppaarriinngg aanndd ccoonnttrraassttiinngg tthhaattaaaa eeaarrlliieerr,,rrrr
sseeccuullaarr sshhuuttddoowwnn ooff ddeemmooccrraaccyy ttoo tthhee
mmoorree rreecceenntt HHiinndduu nnaattiioonnaalliisstt ttuurrnn,,
wwhhiicchh hhaass bbeeeenn aaccccoommppaanniieedd bbyy aa
rreedduuccttiioonn ooff pprreessss vviittaalliittyy aanndd cciivviill
rriigghhttss eevveenn wwhhiillee rreegguullaarr mmuullttii--ppaarrttyy
eelleeccttiioonnssccoonnttiinnuuee..

PPrriimmee mmiinniisstteerr MMododii’’ss rruulliinngg HHiinndduu
nnaattaaaa iioonnaalliisstt BBhhaarraattaaaa iiyyaa JJaannaattaaaa aa ppaarrttyytttt ,, sshhee
ssuuggggeessttss,, hhaass lleeaarrnntt ffrrffff oomm GGaannddhhii’’ss mmiiss--
ttaakkeess ““wwhhwwww aatt nnoott ttoo ddoo”” —— tthhee ccrruummbblliinngg
aawwaaaa aayyaaaa ooff tthhee cciivviill sspphheerree,, ssuucchh aass tthhee ddiiss--
aappppeeaarraannccee ooff ddiisssseennttiinngg vvooiicceess ffrrffff oomm
IInnddiiaann bbrrooaaddccaassttiinngg,, iiss lleessss iimmmmeeddii--
aattaaaa eellyy nnoottiicceeaabbaa llee tthhaann aa ssuuddddeenn ddiiccttaattaaaa oo--
rriiaallaa ccllaammppddoowwnn..

CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii aallssoo aavvaaaa ooiiddss tthhee ttrraajjaaaa eeccttoorryyrrrr ooff
manmanyy gengeneraerall hishistortorieies s ofof sousouth th AAsiasia,,
wwhhiicchh ttrreeaatt lliibeberraall ssececuullaarriissmm,, aass pprroo--
mmootteedd bbyy tthhee ccrroossss--ccoommmmuunniittyytttt ggoovveerrnn--
mmeennttss pprroommootteedd bbyy NNeehhrruu,, aass tthhee nnoorrmm
aanndd aassssuummee tthhaattaaaa rreelliiggiioouuss ppoolliittiiccss iiss tthhee
aannoommaallyy..yyyy AAss sshhee wwrriitteess,, tthhee rroooottss ooff tthhee
HHiinndduu nnaattaaaa iioonnaalliisstt RRaasshhttrriiyyaa SSwwaayyaaaa aammssee--
vvaakk SSaanngghh,, ffooffff uunnddeedd iinn 11992255,, ggrreeww aattaaaa tthhee

aannii”” iiss lliikkee ““rrooaasstt dduucckk wwiitthhoouutt tthhee
dduucckk..”” SShhee ddeettaaiillss tthhee hheeaalltthh aanndd ssppiirriitt--
uuaall ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss bbeettwweeeenn vvaarriioouuss ffllffff aa--
vvoouurrss:: ttaaaammssiikk ffooooddss ((lliikkee tthhee oonneess
aavvaaaa ooiiddeedd bbyy hheerr MMaaooiisstt HHiinndduu aauunntt)) aarree
hheelldd ttoo eexxcciittee tthhee ssyysstteemm ttoooo mmuucchh,,
wwhheerreeaass ssaaaattvviivvvv kk oonneess eennaabbaa llee mmeeddiittaattaaaa iioonn
aannddcceelliibbaaccyy..yyyy

BBuutt hheerr ppuurrppoossee iiss sseerriioouuss,, ddiissccuussssiinngg
tthhee ooffttffff eenn uunnssttaatteedd wwaayyaaaa ss tthhaatt rreelliiggiioouuss
aanndd ccaassttee bboouunnddaarriieess hhaavvaaaa ee sshhaappeedd wwhhaattaaaa
ppeeooppllee iinn IInnddiiaa ccooookk aanndd wwhhoo ggeettss ttoo eeaattaaaa
iitt.. AAnndd wwhheenn tthhee rriiccee hhaass bbeeeenn eeaattaaaa eenn,, iitt’’ss
oonn ttoo tthhee bbiigg ssooffaaffff ,, iinn ffrrffff oonntt ooff tthhee 4488--iinncchh
ssccrreeeenn oorr,,rrrr bbeetttttttt eerr ssttiillll,, iinn aa hhoott aanndd hhuummiidd
““cciinneemmaa hhaallll””,, wwhheenn tthhee bbooookk rereaalllyly
ccoommeess aalliivvee aanndd lliinnkkss iittss ttwwoo ppaarrttss
ttooggeetthheerr.. IInn tthhee wwoorrlldd ooff ffiillmm,, sshhee
aarrggrr uueess,, tthhtttt eeppoolliittiiccaallaaaa aannddssoocciiaallaaaa ccoommmmoonn--
aalliittiieess aanndd ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss iinn tthhee rreeaall
wwoorrllddaarreewwoorrkkeekk ddoouuttoonnssccrreeeenn..

CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii iinntteerrpprreettss BBoollllyywwyyyy oooodd mmoovv--
iieessaasspprrooffooffff uunnddllyy iimmppoorrttrrrr aanntt ssoocciiaallaaaa ddooccuu--
mmeennttss tthhaattaaaa uussee tthhee ppoorrttrraayyaaaa aall ooff ffeeffff ssttiivvaallss
ssuucchh aass HHoollii iinn wwaayyss tthhaatt uuppsseett ttrraaddii--
ttiioonnaall ssoocciiaall oorrddeerr oonn ssccrreeeenn,, sshhoowwiinngg
ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss ((sseexxuuaall oorr rreelliiggiioouuss)) tthhtttt aattaaaa
aarree ccoonnssttrraaiinneedd iinn rreeaall lliiffee.. SShhee aallssoo
ppooiinnttss oouutt tthhaattaaaa mmuucchh ooff tthhee ffee iiffff llmmii ccuullttuurree
iiss hhaarrdd--wwiirreedd iinnttoo ssoouutthh AAssiiaannss aaccrroossss
nnaattaaaa iioonnaall oorr ccllaassss bbaarrrriieerrss,, aass tthheeyy eeffffffff ooffff rrttrrrr --
lleessssllyy rreeccaallll ttuunneess ffrrffff oomm ccllaassssiicc 11997700ss
ffiiffff llmmss ssuucchh aass SShhoollaayyaa aanndd AAmmaarr--AA-- kkbbaarr--
AAnntthhoonnyynn .. NNoott oonnllyy ddooeess sshhee ddiissccuussss mmoovv--
iieess eexxtteennssiivveellyy iinn cchhaapptteerr sseevveenn,, bbuutt
tthhtt eerree aarree aallssoo 2200 ppaaggaa eess ooff rreeccoommmmeennddeedd
vviieewwiinngg iinnaasseeppaarraattaaaa eeaappppeennddiixx..

DDooeess tthhee bbooookk ffuuffff llffiiffff ll iittss aaiimmss?? TToo bboorr--
roroww NNeehhrruu’’ss ffaammoouuss ffoorrmmuullaattiioonn oonn
IInnddiiaann iinnddeeppeennddeennccee,, ““nnoott wwhhoollllyy oorr iinn
ffuuffff llll mmeeaassuurree bbuutt vveerryy ssuubbssttaannttiiaallllyy””..
TThhee bbooookk’’ss vviirrttuueess aarree mmaannyy,,yyyy tthhee ggrreeaattaaaa --

eesstt bbeeiinngg tthhaatt iitt iiss ssuupprreemmeellyy rreeaaddaabbllee..
SSaallttyy jjuuddggmmeennttss ssuucchh aass ““KKaatthhaakk
[[ddaannccee]] iiss aa ttrreeaattaaaa .. DDaarree II ssaayyaaaa iitt,, iitt iiss mmoorree
eexxcciittiinnggtthhtttt aannbbaallaaaa lleett””zziinnggooffffffff tthhtttt eeppaaggaa ee..

HHoowweevveerr,,rrrr CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii’’ss sseelleeccttiivviittyytttt ssoommee--
ttiimmeess eexxcclluuddeess ttooppiiccss tthhaattaaaa wwoouulldd mmaakkee
hheerr ccaassee eevveenn mmoorree ssttrroonnggllyy.. CCrriicckkeett
mmaayy bbee tthhee uullttiimmaattee ccrroossss--bboorrddeerr
ssoouutthh AAssiiaann oobbsseessssiioonn,, bbuutt sshhee ddooeessnn’’tt
eennjjnn ooyy iitt,, ssoo ““ssoorrrryy””,, iitt’’ss nnoott iinn tthhee bbooookk..
TThheerree iiss iinnsstteeaadd aa ffaaffff sscciinnaattaaaa iinngg sseeccttiioonn oonn
tthhee uunnddeerr--eexxaammiinneedd aarrtt ooff ssoouutthh
AAssiiaann wwrreessttlliinngg,, bbuutt ccrriicckkeett wwoouulldd sshheedd
mmoorree lliigghhtt oonn oonnee aassppeecctt ooff ssoouutthh AAssiiaa
tthhaatt iiss lleessss vviissiibbllee iinn tthhiiss bbooookk:: tthhee
ddiiaassppoorraa,, aanndd hhooww mmeeddiiaa hhaass ccoonnttrriibb--
uutteeddttoo iittssgglloobbaallaa iissaattaaaa iioonn,, iinncclluuddiinnggcchheeaapp
tteelleeccoommss iinn tthhee 11999900ss aanndd ssoocciiaall mmeeddiiaa
iinntthhtt ee22000000ss..

TThheenn,, rreeaaddeerrss wwaannttiinngg mmoorree nnoott jjuusstt
oonn IInnddiiaa bbuutt PPaakkiissttaann oorr BBaannggllaaddeesshh
mmaayy ffeeffff eell tthhaatt tthhoossee ttwwoo ccoouunnttrriieess aarree
sseeeenn mmoorree tthhrroouugghh tthhee lleennss ooff tthheeiirr bbiigg
nneeiigghhbboouurr tthhaann iinn tthheeiirr oowwnn rriigghhtt.. WWeeWWWW
hheeaarr,,rrrr rriigghhttllyy,,yyyy tthhaattaaaa BBoollllyywwyyyy oooodd iiss eennjjnn ooyyeedd
nnoott jjuusstt iinn IInnddiiaa,, bbuutt iinn tthhtttt ee wwiiddeerr rreeggiioonn,,
aanndd tthhaatt iitt hhaass aa ccoommmmeennddaabbllee hhiissttoorryy
ooff MMuusslliimmss aanndd HHiinndduuss bbeeiinngg cceennttrraall ttoo
iittss pprroodduuccttiioonn.. TThheerree iiss lleessss aabboouutt ccuull--
turture e thathat t orioriginginateates s in in PakPakististan,an,  eevvenen
tthhtttt oouugghh TTVV sshhoowwss ssuucchh aassCCooCCCC kkeeSSttuuddiiooaarree
hhuuggeellyy ppooppuullaarr vveehhiicclleess ffooffff rr PPaakkiissttaannii
mmuussiicc,, wwiitthh m miilllliioonnss o off v vff iieewweerrss a accrroossss
tthhtttt eeccoouunnttrriieessooff ssoouutthhtttt AAssiiaa..

OOvveerraallll,, hhoowweevveerr,,rrrr CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii’’ss sscchhoollaarr--
sshhiipp aanndd eenntthhuussiiaassmm sshhiinnee tthhrroouugghh..
TThhiiss aaccccoouunntt ooff ssoouutthh AAssiiaa ssuurrpprriisseess,,
mmoovveess aanndd iilllluummiinnaatteess —— aanndd nneevveerr
bboorreess..

RRaannaaMMiitttteerr iissiiii SSTTLLeeeecchhaaiirr iinnUUSSUUUU --AA-- ssiiaa
rreerrrr llaattiioonnssaattHHaaHHHH rrvvaavvvv rrddrrrr KKeeKKKK nnnneeddyydd SScchhooooll

ssaammee ttiimmee aass tthhee ““ssiixx--aannnnaa”” ppaarrttyy tthhaatt
GGaannddhhii pprroommootteedd iinn tthhee ssaammee eerraa.. ((SSiixx
aannnnaass wwaass tthhee pprriiccee ooff ppaarrttyytttt mmeemmbbeerr--
sshhiipp..)) GGaannddhhii’’ss ppaarrttrrrr yytttt eennccoouurraaggaa eedd bbrrooaadd
ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn,, wwhheerreeaass tthhee RRSSSS
rreeccrruuiitteedd oonnllyy mmeenn,, iinncclluuddiinngg NNaatthh--
uurraamm GGooddssee,, tthhee ffuuffff ttuurree aassssaassssiinn ooff tthhee
MMaahhaattaaaa mmaa,, iinnffooffff rrmmeedd bbyy tthhee aauusstteerree tthhee--
oorriisstt VVDD SSaavvaarrkkaarr,, wwhhoossee bbooookk HHiinn--
dduuttvvaavvvv :: WWhhWWWW oo iissiiii aa HHiiHHHH nndduu?? ((11992233)) pprroovviiddeedd
iiddeeoollooggiiccaall bbaallllaasstt ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee mmoovveemmeenntt.. IInn
tthhee mmooddeerrnn eerraa,, tthhee mmoovveemmeenntt iiss
cclloosseellyyaassssoocciiaattaaaa eeddwwiitthhtttt tthhtttt eeBBJJBB PP..PPPP

TThhee HHiinndduu nnaattaaaa iioonnaalliisstt ttoonnee ooff tthhee ppooll--
iittiiccss tthhaatt ddoommiinnaatteess nnoorrtthheerrnn IInnddiiaa
ttooddaayyaaaa ddiidd nnoott eemmeerrggrr ee ffrrffff oomm aa hhiissttoorriiccaall
vvaaccuuuumm,, bbuutt aass ppaarrtt ooff aa sseett ooff ssttrraannddss

tthhaatt wweerree iinn ccoonnffllffff iicctt wwiitthh eeaacchh ootthheerr iinn
tthhee eeaarrllyy 2200tthh cceennttuurryy jjuusstt aass mmuucchh aass
thethey y wwereree in in conconfliflicct t witwithh thethe  BriBritistish.h.
((OOrr ppeerrhhaappss mmoorree ssoo:: oonnee ccaannnnoott
iimmaaggaaaa iinnee MMooddii ssaayyaaaa iinngg,, aass NNeehhrruu wwaass ssuupp--
ppoosseedd ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee ttoolldd tthhtt ee eeccoonnoommiisstt JJKK GGaall--
bbrraaiitthh wwhheenn tthhee llaattaaaa tttttt eerr wwaass UUSS aammbbaassssaa--
ddoorr ttoo IInnddiiaa,, ““II aamm tthhee llaasstt EEnngglliisshhmmaann
ttoorruullee IInnddiiaa!!””))

BBuutt hhiigghh ppoolliittiiccss iiss nnoott wwhheerree tthhee
hheeaarrtt ooff tthhee bbooookk lliieess.. PPaarrtt ttwwoo ffeeeellss
mmuucchh mmoorree lliikkee aa wwaallkk aarroouunndd aa rraauu--
ccoouussmmaarrkkeekk ttwwiitthhtt aanniinnffooffff rrmmeeddaannddooppiinn--
iioonnaattaaaa eeddgguuiiddee..CChhaattaaaa tttttt eerrjjrrrr ii ttaakkaaaa eekk ssuuss iinnttootthhtttt ee
kkiittcchheenn,, wwhheerree sshhee ggiivveess uuss hheerr bbiirryyaannii
rreecciippee wwhhiillee nnoottiinngg tthhaattaaaa ““nnoonn--vveegg bbiirryy--
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iinntteerrrreeggnnuumm iinn TTaayyaaaa lloorr’’ss lliiffeeffff —— tthhtttt ee bbeeggiinn--
nniinngg ooff tthhee eenndd ooff hheerr ppaarreennttss’’ rreellaattaaaa iioonn--
sshhiipp,, aannootthheerr mmaarrkkeerr ooff ddiiffffffff eeffff rreennccee ttoo bbee
bboorrnneeoonnyyoouunnggsshhoouullddeerrss..

TThhee aabbaa sseennccee ooff hheerr ffaaffff ttaaaa hhtttt eerr iiss ppoorrttrrrr rraayyaaaa eedd
aass ccrruueellllyy iinnccoommpprreehheennssiibbllee;; tthhee ssuubbssee--
qquueenntt ffaaffff mmiillyy uupphheeaavvaaaa aall iiss mmiirrrroorreedd bbyy
tthhee ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoommiicc rraavvaaggiinngg ooff hheerr
hhoommeettoowwnn aanndd tthhee nnoorrtthh mmoorree ggeenneerr--
aallllyy bbyy tthhee ppoolliicciieess ooff MMaarrggaarreett
TThhaattcchheerr’’ss ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt.. HHowow ttoo ffiiffff nndd
yyoouurr ffeeffff eett wwhheenn nneeiitthheerr sseellff —— ttrroouubblleedd
aass TTaayyaaaa lloorr wwaass bbyy hhyyppeerrtthhyyrrooiiddiissmm aass aa
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W hheenn GGeeoorrggee OOrrwweellll vviiss--
iitteedd SShheeffffffff iiffff eelldd iinn MMaarrcchh
11993366 hhee wwaass hhoorrrriiffiiffff eedd.. IItt
““ccoouulldd jjuussttlltttt yy ccllaaiimm ttoo bbee
ccaalllleedd tthhee uugglliieesstt ttoowwnn

iinn tthhee OOlldd WWooWWWW rrlldd”” hhee wwrroottee iinn TThhTTTT ee RRooaadd
ttoo WWiiWWWW ggii aann PPiieerr.. ““AA““ tt nniigghhtt,, wwhheenn yyoouu ccaann--
nnoott sseeee tthhtttt ee hhiiddeeoouuss sshhaappeess ooff tthhtttt ee hhoouusseess
aanndd tthhee bbllaacckknneessss ooff eevveerryyrrrr tthhiinngg,, aa ttoowwnn
lliikkee SShheeffffffff iiffff eelldd aassssuummeess aa kkiinndd ooff ssiinniisstteerr
mmaaggaa nniiffiiffff cceennccee..””

CCaatthheerriinnee TTaayyaaaa lloorr,,rrrr ggrroowwiinngg uupp iinn tthhee
cciittyy 4400 yyeeaarrss llaatteerr,,rr rreellaayyss aa ssiimmiillaarrllyy
bblleeaakk ffiiffff rrsstt iimmpprreessssiioonn.. ““SShheeffffffff iiffff eelldd wwaass
ggrreeyy,,yyyy ggrriimm aanndd wweett:: sstteeeepp rrooaaddss,, ffooffff rrbbiidd--
ddiinngg bbuuiillddiinnggss,,”” sshhee wwrriitteess iinn tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt
ppaaggaa eess ooff TThhTTTT ee SSttiirrrriinnggss,, hheerr ssppaarrkklliinnggllyy

eevvooccaattaaaa iivvee mmeemmooiirr..rrrr IItt iiss aann eenneerrggrr eettiicc ppoorr--
ttrraayyaaaa aall ooff ggrroowwiinngg uupp iinn tthhee ffaaffff ccee ooff hhoossttiill--
iittyytttt ttoo eevveenn tthhee ssmmaalllleesstt ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss,,
ooff ccooppiinngg wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee cchhaalllleennggeess ooff wwoommaann--
hhoooodd,, aanndd ooff aallll ttoooo qquuiicckkllyy ccoommiinngg ttoo
uunnddeerrssttaanndd tthhee tthhrreeaatt ppoosseedd bbyy mmaallee
vviioolleennccee..

TTaayyaaaa lloorr iiss aa ffrrffff eeeellaannccee wwrriitteerr aanndd ccrriittiicc
((iinncclluuddiinngg ffooffff rr tthhee FFTT)),, aanndd ffooffff rrmmeerr ddeepp--
uuttyy hheeaadd ooff EEnngglliisshh PPEENN.. BBoorrnn iinn
WWaaWWWW iikkaattoo,, NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd,, ttoo aann EEnngglliisshh
ffaaffff tthheerr aanndd KKiiwwii mmootthheerr,,rrrr sshhee aarrrriivveedd iinn
SShheeffffffff iiffff eelldd aatt tthhee aaggee ooff tthhrreeee.. QQuuiicckkllyy
ffiinnddiinngg hheerrsseellff aann oouuttssiiddeerr,, sshhee
ddeessccrriibbeess hheerr ffeeffff eelliinnggss ooff iinnaaddeeqquuaaccyy rreell--
aattiivvee ttoo hheerr ppeeeerrss aass aakkiinn ttoo hhaavviinngg
““ffaaff iilleedd ssoommee iimmppoorrttaanntt tteesstt””.. TTayaylloorr
rreeccoouunnttss tthheessee eeaarrllyy eemmoottiioonnaall eexxppeerrii--
eenncceess wwiitthhtttt aacchhiinngg pprreecciissiioonn:: tthhtttt ee ddeessppeerr--
aattee yyeeaarrnniinngg ffooffff rr aannoonnyymmiittyytttt ,,yyyy tthhee ddeessiirree
nnoott oonnllyy ttoo ffiiffff tt bbuutt aallssoo ttoo bblleenndd iinn wwiitthh
tthhtttt eerreesstt..

TThhee lloonngg,, hhoott ssuummmmeerr ooff 11997766,, ““tthhee
ddiivviiddiinngg lliinnee bbeettwwtttt eeeenn aann aallll--ttoooo--bbrriieeff
bbeeffooffff rree aanndd aa vvaasstt,, mmeessssyy aaffttffff eerr””,, iiss aann
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iinndduussttrriiaall cciittyytttt ’’ss cclloossee rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp wwiitthh
iittssrruurraallaaaa hhiinntteerrllaanndd..

TTaayyaaaa lloorr ffiiffff nnddss ssoollaaccee iinn mmuussiicc,, tthhtttt ee ffeeffff mmii--
nniisstt lliitteerraattuurree aavvaaaa aaiillaabbllee tthhrroouugghh hheerr
mmootthheerr’’ss BBrroooommhhiillll bbooookksshhoopp,, aanndd tthhee
ccoolllleeccttiivvee ppoowweerr ooff tthhee GGrreeeennhhaamm CCoomm--
mmoonn wwoommeenn dduurriinngg tthheeiirr lloonngg--rruunnnniinngg
pprrootteesstt aaggaa aaiinnsstt nnuucclleeaarr wweeaappoonnss.. IInn aann
aaggaa ee wwhheerree tthhee tthhrreeaattaaaa ooff nnuucclleeaarr aannnniihhii--
llaattaaaa iioonn aapppplliieedd aa ppaattaaaa iinnaa ooff ffuuffff ttiilliittyytttt ttoo jjuusstt
aabbaa oouutt eevveerryyrrrr ttyyyy hhiinngg,, tthheeiirr rreeaaddiinneessss ttoo uussee
tthhee ffeeffff mmaallee bbooddyy aass aa ttooooll ooff ddeeffiiffff aannccee
mmaaddeeaa llaassttiinngg iimmpprreessssiioonnoonnTTaayyaaaa lloorr jjuusstt
aass sshhee wwaass ttrryyiinngg ttoo ccoommee ttoo tteerrmmss wwiitthh
hheerroowwnn..

BBuutt iitt iiss aannootthheerr kkiinndd ooff tthhrreeaatt tthhaatt
rruunnss mmoosstt ttrroouubblliinnggllyy tthhrroouugghh TTaayyaaaa lloorr’’ss
bbooookk:: tthhee ““ssuubbssttaannttiiaall,, bbiittiinngg ffeeffff aarr”” ooff
tthhee YYooYYYY rrkksshhiirree RRiippppeerr,,rrrr tthhee sseerriiaall kkiilllleerr
PPeetteerr SSuuttcclliiffffffff eeffff ,, wwhhoo wwaaggaa eedd aa mmuurrddeerroouuss
ccaammppaaiiggnn aaggaa aaiinnsstt wwoommeenn iinn nnoorrtthheerrnn
EEnnggllaanndd ffooffff rr mmoorree tthhaann hhaallff aa ddeeccaaddee
bbeeffooffff rree hhee wwaass aarrrreesstteedd —— cclloossee ttoo TTaayyaaaa --
lloorr’’ss sscchhooooll —— iinn 11998811.. HHiiss ccrriimmeess aarree
wwoovveenn ddeevvaassttaattaaaa iinnggllyy iinnttoo tthhee nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee,,

aanndd TTaayyaaaa lloorr aallssoo ddiisssseeccttss tthhee ssoocciiaall aattttii--
ttuuddeess tthhaattaaaa ccoommppoouunnddeedd tthheemm,, wwiitthh vviicc--
ttiimmss ““ccaatteeggoorriisseedd aass eeiitthheerr ‘‘iinnnnoocceennttss’’
oorr ‘‘gg‘‘ oooodd--ttiimmee ggiirrllss’’ aatt bbeesstt,, ‘‘wwhhoorreess’’ aatt
wwoorrsstt;; nneevveerr mmiinndd tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree aallll
mmootthhtttt eerrss,,wwiivveess,, ssiisstteerrss,,ddaauugghhtteerrss..””

SSuuttcclliiffffffff eeffff ,, iitt iiss cclleeaarr,,rrrr iiss ppaarrtt ooff aa bbiiggggeerr
ppiiccttuurree tthhaatt aallssoo iinncclluuddeess tthhee ““oommnnii--
pprreesseenntt hhaarraassssmmeenntt”” TTaayylloorr eexxppeerrii--
eenncceess aass aa uunniivveerrssiittyytttt ssttuuddeenntt aattaaaa CCaarrddiiffffffff
iinn tthhee llaattee 11998800ss aanndd eeaarrllyy 11999900ss,,
ttowowaarrddss tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee mmeemmooiirr.. ““OOuurr
ssuurrvvrrrr iivvaall”” aass wwoommeenn,, sshhee wwrriitteess,, ““sseeeemmss
ttoo mmee hhaapphhaazzaarrdd.. TThhee ccoolllliiddiinngg wwiitthh
eevviill . . . . . . a allaaaa wwaayyaaaa ssaammeerreessppaassmmaawwaaaa aayyaaaa ..yyyy””

IIff ssoocciieettyytttt hhaass nnoo ggrroouunnddss ffooffff rr ccoommppllaa--
cceennccyy oonn tthhaatt ffrrffff oonntt,, ootthheerr aassppeeccttss ooff
tthhee eerraa TTaayylloorr ddeessccrriibbeess ffeeeell lloonngg
ggoonnee.. YYeeYYYY tt hheerr aaccccoouunntt ooff tthhee mmiinngglleedd
ppaaiinn aanndd eeuupphhoorriiaa ooff ggrroowwiinngg uupp hhaass
ggrreeaattaaaa iimmmmeeddiiaaccyy..yyyy
TThhTTTT ee SSttiirrrriinnggss ppoorrttrraayyaaaa ss ccoommiinngg ooff aaggaa ee

wwiitthh aa ccrraacckklliinngg iinntteennssiittyytttt —— aann aattaaaa tttttt eemmpptt
to to makmakee sensense se of of thethe  wworlorldd whwhen en it it allall
sseeeemmssttoobbeeffaaffff llaaaa lliinnggaappaarrttrrrr ..
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growing up as an outsider in 
Sheffield is told with evocative 
intensity. By Alistair Bailey
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tteeeennaaggaa eerr——nnoorr ffaaffff mmiillyynnoorrcciittyytttt ooffffffff eeffff rrssssttaa--
bbiilliittyytttt ?? HHooww ttoo bbee ttrruuee ttoo yyoouurrsseellff wwhheenn aa
ssuuffffffff ooffff ccaattiinngg —— bbuutt aallssoo pprroobbaabbllyy uunnaatt--
ttaaiinnaabbaa llee —— ccoonnffooffff rrmmiittyytttt aappppeeaarrss tthhee oonnllyy
rroouuttee ttoottaakkaaaa eekkkk ??TTaayyaaaa lloorr iilllluussttrraattaaaa eess tthhtttt eeddeeeepp
ccoonnnneeccttiioonn bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ppeerrssoonn aanndd ppllaaccee iinn
tthhee ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ooff iiddeennttiittyy:: hheerree tthhee
lliinneess bbeettwwtttt eeeenn cciittyytttt aanndd cciittiizzeenn aarree ssaattaaaa iiss--
ffyyffff iinnggllyybblluurrrreedd..

HerHer rreecolcollelecctiotions ns of of wweest st SheSheffiffieldeld,,
wwhheerree hheerr ffaammiillyy lliivveedd,, aarree ssttrriikkiinngg..
AAddjjdd aacceenntt ttoo tthhee PPeeaakk DDiissttrriicctt’’ss wwiinndd--
sswweepptt ggrriittssttoonnee mmoooorrss,, iittss llaannddmmaarrkkss
aarree vviivviiddllyy ddeessccrriibbeedd:: tthhee GGeenneerraall CCeemm--
eetteerryy iinn SShhaarrrrooww eevvookkeess ““ssoommeetthhiinngg
sseeaallaaaa eedduupp,,ooppeenneeddbbrriieeffllffff yyttoo lleett iinnaaccrraacckk
ffrrffff oomm aa sseeccoonndd,, uunneeaarrtthhllyy wwoorrlldd””;; ““ssuunn--
lleessss aanndd ssiilleenntt”” FFrroogg WWaaWWWW llkk,, tthhtttt ee aalllleeyy —— oorr
ggeennnneell,, ttoouusseetthhtttt ee llooccaallaaaa tteerrmm——tthhtttt aattaaaa iisshheerr
rroouuttee ttoo sscchhooooll,, iiss ““ccllaauussttrroopphhoobbiicc,,
ttwwtttt iissttyytttt ,,yyyy eennddlleessss””..

SSuummmmeerr bbrriinnggss llaappwwiinnggss aanndd sskkyykkkk --
llaarrkkss sswwooooppiinngg ““oovveerr tthhee ddrroowwssyy MMaayyaaaa --
ffiiffff eelldd VVaaVVVV lllleeyy””,, tthhee ccoonnttrraasstt wwiitthh TTaayyaaaa lloorr’’ss
iinniittiiaall iimmpprreessssiioonnss tteessttiiffyyffff iinngg ttoo tthhee
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S oommee yyeeaarrss hheennccee,, aanntthhtttt rrooppoolloo--
ggiissttss oorr aalliieennss wwiillll llooookk ttoo aa
hhaallff--ddoozzeenn ssppiinnddllyy ttoowweerrss
tthhaatt rriissee iimmpprroobbaabbllyy hhiigghh
aabboovvee tthhee ssoouutthheerrnn eeddggee ooff

NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk’’ss CCeennttrraall PPaarrkk wwhheenn ttrryyrrrr iinngg ttoo
uunnddeerrssttaanndd tthhtt iiss ppaarrttrrrr iiccuullaarr aaggaa ee ooff hhyyppeerr--
wweeaalltthh.. IInn tthhee mmeeaannttiimmee,, tthhee rreesstt ooff uuss
ccaann ccoonnssuulltt BBiilllliioonnaaiirreerrrr ss’’ RRooww,,ww KKaattaaaa hheerriinnee
CCllaarrkkee’’ss tthhtttt rriilllliinngg cchhrroonniiccllee ooff tthhtt oossee ttooww--
eerrssaannddtthhtttt eeppeeoopplleewwhhoobbuuiilltt tthhtttt eemm..

KKnnoowwnn aass ““ssuuppeerrttaallllss””,, tthhoossee sskkyykkkk lliinnee--
aalltteerriinngg,, uullttrraa--lluuxxuurryy ccoonnddoommiinniiuummss
wweerree bbuuiilltt iinn aa ffrrffff eennzzyy aaffttffff eerr tthhee 22000088
ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall ccrriissiiss ffooffff rr tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss 00..000011 ppeerr
cceenntt —— oorr tthhoossee wwiilllliinngg ttoo sshheellll oouutt
$$9911mmnn ffooffff rr aa ppeenntthhoouussee ffeeffff aattuurriinngg tthhee
wwoorrlldd’’ss hhiigghheesstt iinnffiiffff nniittyytttt ppooooll.. ((HHeeaatteedd,,
ooffccoouurrssee..))

TThheeyy hhaavvaaaa ee pprroovvookkeedd iinntteennssee ddeebbaattee
aabbaa oouutt tthhtt ee ggrrootteessqquuee iinneeqquuaallaaaa iittyytttt tthhtt eeyy rreepp--
rreesseenntt,, tthhee ttrriiuummpphh ooff gglloobbaall wweeaalltthh,,
tthheeiirr aarrcchhiitteeccttuurraall mmeerriittss —— oorr llaacckk
tthheerreeooff —— aanndd tthhee sshhaaddoowwss tthheeyy ccaasstt
oovveerr tthhtttt eeppuubblliiccppaarrkkbbeellooww..wwww

CCllaarrkkee,, aa rreeaall eessttaattee rreeppoorrtteerr aatt TThhee
WWaaWWWW llll SSttrreeeett JJoouurrnnaall,, eexxpplloorreess aallll tthheessee
iissssuueess.. BBuutt BBiilllliioonnaaiirreerrrr sseeee ’’ RRooww iiss uullttiimmaattaaaa eellyy
ddeevvootteedd ttoo tthhee llaarrggrr eerr--tthhaann--lliiffeeffff cchhaarraacc--
terters s — — mormoree strstreeetet-sm-smartart  rroguoguees s thathann
HHaarrvvrrrr aarrdd MMBBAAss —— wwhhoo mmaannaaggaa eedd ttoo eerreecctt
tthheessee mmoonnuummeennttss aaggaaiinnsstt iimmmmeennssee
ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall,, eennggiinneeeerriinngg aanndd lleeggaall oobbssttaa--
cclleess.. IItt iiss aa kkiinndd ooff hheerrooeess’’ ttaallee wwrriitttttttt eenn bbyy
ssoommeeoonnee wwhhoo iiss wweellll aawwaarree ooff tthhee
hheerrooeess’’ hhaaiirr--sspprroouuttiinngg wwaarrttrrrr ss bbuutt ccaannnnoott
hheellppbbuuttmmaarrvvrrrr eellaattaaaa tthhtttt eeiirrcchhuuttzzppaahhaaaa ..

““SSoommee ooff tthhee mmeenn bbeehhiinndd tthheessee ttooww--
eerrssaarreeggiiffttffff eedd sshhoowwmmeenn,, ootthhtttt eerrss aarreennuumm--
bbeerrssgguuyyss..SSoommeeffaaffff nnccyytthhtttt eemmsseellvveessaarrcchhii--
tteeccttuurraall vviissiioonnaarriieess,, wwhhiillee ootthheerrss tthhrriivvee
aatt tthhee ssttrraatteeggiicc aarrtt ooff nneeggoottiiaattiioonn aanndd

llaanndd aasssseemmbbllaaggee,,”” wwrriitteess CCllaarrkkee.. SShhee
tthheenn aaddddss tthhaattaaaa ffooffff rr aallll tthheeiirr ““ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenncceess
aanndd ppeeccccaaddiillllooeess”” tthhtt eessee mmeenn —— aanndd tthhtttt eeyy
aarree aallll mmeenn —— sshhaarree aa ffeeww iimmppoorrttaanntt
ttrraaiittss.. ““TThheeyy aarree aallll rriisskk ttaakkeerrss aanndd
sswwaasshhbbuucckklleerrss,, sseeeemmiinnggllyy iimmmmuunnee ttoo
tthhee iinnccrreeddiibbllee pprreessssuurreess tthhaatt wwoouulldd
ccrruusshhmmoossttooffuuss..””

CChhiieeff aammoonngg tthheemm iiss tthhee booboomm--aanndd--
bbuusstt HHaarrrryy MMaacckklloowwee,, wwhhoo ssppiinnss hhiiss
wwhheeeellss iinn aaddvveerrttiissiinngg bbeeffooffff rree ffiiffff nnddiinngg hhiiss
ccaalllliinngg aass aa pprrooppeerrttyytttt ddeevveellooppeerr aanndd aarrtt
ccoolllleeccttoorr.. MMaacckklloowwee iiss oonn ttoopp ooff tthhee
wwoorrlldd aaffttffff eerr ppaayyaaaa iinngg aa rreeccoorrdd ssuumm ffooffff rr tthhee
GGeenneerraall MMoottoorrss BBuuiillddiinngg iinn 22000033 aanndd
iinnssttaalllliinngg tthhee iiccoonniicc AAppppllee SSttoorree aatt iittss
bbaassee —— oonnllyy ttoo ggiivvee iitt aallll bbaacckk iinn 22000088
aaffttffff eerr tthhtttt ee ffiiffff nnaanncciiaallaaaa ccrriissiiss ssttrriikkeekkkk ss..

HHiiss ppllaannnneedd ssuuppeerrttaallll aatt 443322 PPaarrkk
AAvvAAAA eennuuee iiss aa cchhaannccee aatt rreeddeemmppttiioonn.. IItt
iiss aann ooddyysssseeyy,,yyyy aass CCllaarrkkee eenntteerrttaaiinniinnggllyy
rreeccoouunnttss,, tthhaattaaaa bbeeggiinnss wwiitthh aa hhiigghh--ssttaakkeess
mmeeeettiinngg wwiitthhtttt aa KKaabbaa bbaallaahh--iinncclliinneedd rraabbaa bbii
ttoo ttrryyrrrr ttoo ppeerrssuuaaddee aa ddiiaammoonndd mmeerrcchhaanntt
wwhhoo ccaatteerrss ttoo ffaammoouuss rraappppeerrss aanndd
pprrooffeeffff ssssiioonnaall aattaaaa hhlleetteess ttoo rreellooccaattaaaa ee hhiiss ssttuu--
ddiioo.. HHuunnttiinngg ffooffff rr ccaasshh,, MMaacckklloowwee tthheenn
ddaalllliieess wwiitthh aa UUkkrraaiinniiaann oolliiggaarrcchh aanndd
aa ffoorrmmeerr TTrruummpp hheenncchhmmeenn,, aammoonngg
othotherers s — — allall  whiwhillee skaskatintingg on on thethe eedgedge
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Build the World’s 
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by Katherine Clarke
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Chronicle of the men behind Manhattan’s skinny skyscrapers who overcame
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Race to the top

ooff bbaannkkrruuppttccyy.. ““TThhee oonnee ddiissaappppooiinntt--
mmeenntt iinn mmyy lliiffeeffff iiss tthhaatt mmyy ppaarreennttss aarree
nnoott aalliivvee ttoo sseeee tthhaatt tthheeiirr ssoonn bbuuiilltt aa
bbuuiillddiinngg tthhaatt iiss aass ttaallll aass tthhee EEmmppiirere
SSttaattee BBuuiillddiinngg,,”” hhee tteellllss CCllaarrkkee,, rreevveeaall--
iinngg tthhee bbooyyiisshh ddrreeaammeerr bbeenneeaatthh tthhee
ddeemmaannddiinnggttyytttt ccoooonn..

MMaannhhaattttaann’’ss ssuuppeerrttaallllss ggrreeww iinn aa
ppaarrttiiccuullaarr ssooiill aanndd cclliimmaattaaaa ee.. IInn AAssiiaa aanndd
tthhee GGuullff ssttaatteess,, nnaattiioonnaall pprreessttiiggee pprroo--
ppellelleed d bibbibliclical al totowwersers  sucsuchh aas s DubDubai’ai’ss
BBuurrjjrrrr KKhhaalliiffaaffff .. TThheerree wweerree mmoorree ccoommmmeerr--
cciiaall ffaaffff ccttoorrss aatt wwoorrkk iinn tthhee ttrraannssffooffff rrmmaa--
ttiioonn ooff MMiiddttoowwnn’’ss 5577tthh SSttrreeeett ffrrffff oomm aann
oouuttppoosstt,, aass CCllaarrkkee nnootteess,, ooff sscchhlloocckkyykkkk
ssoouuvveenniirr sshhooppss ttoo oonnee ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss
gglliittzziieessttaaddddrreesssseess..

AA wwaattaaaa eerrsshheedd wwaass tthhee ddeebbuutt ooff TTrruummpp
TToowweerr iinn 11998833.. FFoorr tthhee nneeww rriicchh,, iitt ccrree--
aattaaaa eedd aa ggiillddeedd aalltteerrnnaattaaaa iivvee ttoo tthhtttt ee ffaaffff mmoouussllyy
ssttuuffffffff yyffff ccoo--oopp bbuuiillddiinnggss ooff tthhee UUppppeerr EEaasstt
SSiiddee tthhaattaaaa ddeelliigghhtteedd iinn ttuurrnniinngg aawwaaaa aayyaaaa tthhee
lliikkeess ooff MMaaddoonnnnaa aanndd bbiilllliioonnaaiirree iinnvveess--
ttoorr LLeenn BBllaavvaaaa aattnniikk.. UUnnlliikkee tthhee ccoo--ooppss,,
ccoonnddooss ddiidd nnoott iinnssppeecctt eevveerryy iinncchh ooff
yyoouurr ffiiffff nnaanncceess oorr yyoouurr ffaaffff mmiillyy’’ss pprroovvee--
nnaannccee.. TThheeyy ddiidd nnoott eevveenn nneeeedd ttoo kknnooww
wwhhoo yyoouu wweerree,, aalllloowwiinngg bbuuyyeerrss ttoo sshhiieelldd
tthhtttt eeiirr iiddeennttiittyytttt wwiitthhtttt sshheellll ccoommppaanniieess..

TThheenn ccaammee LLoonnddoonn,, aanndd tthhee ssuuppeerr--
wweeaalltthhyy RRuussssiiaannss aanndd CChhiinneessee wwhhoo
bbeeggaann mmoovviinngg tthheeiirr ffooffff rrttuunneess tthheerree iinn
tthhee 11999900ss.. SSuurreellyy,,yyyy NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk ccoouulldd ccaasshh
iinn,, ttoooo,, ssaavvaaaa vvyy ddeevevellooppeerrss rerecckokonneedd??
BByy ttaakkiinngg aaddvvaannttaaggaaaa ee ooff““aaiirr rriigghhttss”” —— tthhtttt ee
uunnbbuuiilltt ssppaaccee aabboovvee aa pprrooppeerrttyy —— aanndd
nneeww eennggiinneeeerriinngg tteecchhnniiqquueess,, tthheeyy
ppllootttttttt eedd uunnuussuuaallllyy ttaallll aanndd sslliimm rreessiiddeenn--
tiatiall totowwersers  in in andand  ararounoundd 57t57th h StStrreeeett,,
llooookkiinngg oonn ttoo CCeennttrraall PPaarrkk.. GGooiinngg
hhiigghheerr mmeeaanntt mmoorree vviieewwss ttoo sseellll,, aanndd ssoo
mmoorreemmoonneeyy..yyyy
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Reading the world

W rriitteerrss iinn
aauutthhtttt oorriittaarriiaann
ccoouunnttrriieess lliivvee
uunnddeerr ttwwtttt oo ggrreeaattaaaa
ffeeffff aarrss —— tthhtttt ee tthhtttt rreeaattaaaa

ooff iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt,, aanndd tthhtttt ee
ccoommppaanniioonn ddrreeaadd ooff hhaavvaaaa iinngg tthhtttt eeiirr
ttrriibbuullaattaaaa iioonnss ffooffff rrggrr ootttttttt eenn bbyy tthhtttt ee rreesstt
ooff tthhtttt ee wwoorrlldd.. TTwwoo rreecceenntt mmeemmooiirrss
bbyy UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr wwrriitteerrss,, TTaahhaaaa iirr HHaammuutt
IIzzggiill’’ss rreemmaarrkkaabbaa llee WWaaWWWW iittiinnggnn TTooTTTT BBee
AArrrreerrrr sseeee tteedd AAtt NNiiNNNN ggiiii hhtt ((PPeenngguuiinn PPrreessss))
aanndd GGuullcchheehhrraa HHoojjoo aa’’aaaass hhaarrrroowwiinngg
aaccccoouunntt ooff pprriissoonn lliiffeeffff iinn aa CChhiinneessee
““rre-ee-edduuccaattaaaa iioonn ccaammpp””,, AA SSttoonnee IIssIIII
MMooMMMM sstt PPrreerrrr cciioouuss WWhhWWWW eerreerrrr IIttIIII BBeelloonnggnn ssgggg
((HHaacchheetttttttt ee)),, hhaavvaaaa ee hheellppeedd mmee
uunnddeerrssttaanndd bbeetttttttt eerr wwhhaattaaaa UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurrss
ffaaffff ccee uunnddeerr CChhiinnaa’’aaaass rreepprreessssiivvee
rreeggiimmee —— aanndd hhooww eeaassyy iitt iiss ttoo
ffooffff rrggrr eett tthhtt oossee wwhhoo hhaavvaaaa ee
ddiissaappppeeaarreedd iinnttoo ssiilleennccee..

““CChhiinnaa aanndd IIrraann aarree aammoonngg tthhtttt ee
mmoosstt iinnhhoossppiittaabbaa llee ppllaacceess iinn tthhtttt ee
wwoorrlldd ffooffff rr ffrrffff eeee eexxpprreessssiioonn,,”” PPeenn
AAmmeerriiccaa nnootteedd iinn tthhtttt ee
iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn ttoo iittss 22002222 FFrreeeeddoomm
TTooTTTT WWrrWWWW iittee IInnddeexx.. CChhiinnaa hhaass jjaaiilleedd
mmoorree tthhtttt aann 9900 wwrriitteerrss iinn tthhtttt ee llaasstt
ddeeccaaddee,, mmaannyy ooff tthhtttt eemm UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurrss ——
mmeemmbbeerrss ooff aa rroouugghhllyy 1122mmnn
ssttrroonngg TTuurrkkiicc,, aanndd
pprreeddoommiinnaannttlltttt yy MMuusslliimm,, eetthhtttt nniicc
ggrroouupp tthhtttt aattaaaa iiss nnaattaaaa iivvee ttoo tthhtttt ee
XXiinnjjnn iiaanngg rreeggiioonn..

IInn WWaaWWWW iittiinnggnn ttoo BBee AArrrreerrrr sseeee tteedd aatt
NNiiNNNN ggii hhtt,, IIzzggiill ddeessccrriibbeess tthhtttt ee sstteeaaddyy
ttiigghhtteenniinngg ooff rreepprreessssiioonn,, aass
ppeeooppllee’’ss oowwnn mmoobbiillee pphhoonneess
bbeeccaammee iinnssttrruummeennttss ooff
ssuurrvvrrrr eeiillllaannccee.. ““PPeeooppllee eevveennttuuaallaaaa llyy
ffeeffff lltt aass tthhtttt oouugghh tthhtt eeyy wweerree ppaarrttrrrr ooff
tthhtttt ee ppoolliiccee,, wwiitthhtttt aa ttaassttee ffooffff rr
wwaattaaaa cchhiinngg aanndd rreeppoorrttrrrr iinngg oonn oonnee
aannootthhtttt eerr,,rrrr”” hhee wwrriitteess.. ““TThheeyy
rreemmaaiinneedd ccoonnssttaannttlltttt yy rreeaaddyy ttoo
ccoonnffrrffff oonntt eenneemmiieess,, aanndd aattaaaa tthhtttt ee
ssaammee ttiimmee ooffttffff eenn ffeeffff lltt tthhtttt aattaaaa tthhtttt eeyy
tthhtttt eemmsseellvveess wweerree tthhtttt ee eenneemmyy..yyyy””

OOnnccee aa ppooeett aanndd aa ffiiffff llmm ddiirreeccttoorr,,rrrr
IIzzggiill ffllffff eedd ÜÜrrüümmqqii,, tthhtttt ee rreeggiioonn’’ss
ccaappiittaallaa ,, wwiitthhtttt hhiiss ffaaffff mmiillyy iinn 22001177,,7777
wwoorrkkiinngg iinn WWaaWWWW sshhiinnggttgggg oonn ffiiffff rrsstt aass aa
ttaaxxaaaa ii ddrriivveerr bbeeffooffff rree jjooiinniinngg RRaaddiioo
FFrreeee AAssiiaa,, aa UUSS--bbaacckkeekkkk dd nneewwss
sseerrvvrrrr iiccee,, aass aa ffiiffff llmm pprroodduucceerr..rrrr
AAlltthhtttt oouugghh hhee iiss ffrrffff eeee,, hhiiss tthhtttt oouugghhttss
rreettuurrnn ooffttffff eenn ttoo tthhtttt oossee lleeffttffff bbeehhiinndd..
““WWeeWWWW wwoouulldd nneevveerr bbee ffrrffff eeee ffrrffff oomm tthhtt ee
gguuiilltt ooff oouurr ssuurrvvrrrr iivvaallaaaa ,,”” hhee wwrriitteess..

HHoojjoo aa mmaaddee hheerr eessccaappee eeaarrlliieerr..rrrr
AAlltthhtttt oouugghh hheerr ffaaffff mmiillyy iiss ooff UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr
oorriiggiinn,, sshhee wwaass oonnccee aa ffaaffff mmiilliiaarr
ffaaffff ccee oonn CChhiinneessee tteelleevviissiioonn,, wwhheerree
sshhee ssttaarrrreedd iinn cchhiillddrreenn’’ss
pprrooggrraammmmeess.. BBuutt bbyy 22000011,,
sshhee rreeaallaa iisseedd sshhee wwaass bbeeiinngg uusseedd aass
aa pprrooppaaggaa aannddaa ttooooll,, aapppplliieedd ffooffff rr aa
jjoobb aattaaaa RRaaddiioo FFrreeee AAssiiaa aanndd mmoovveedd
ttoo tthhtttt ee UUSS.. ““TThheerree wweerree aallaa wwaayyaaaa ss ttwwtttt oo
lleessssoonnss ttoo bbee lleeaarrnneedd:: wwhhaattaaaa wwaass iinn
tthhtttt ee CCCCPP--iissssuueedd sscchhoooollbbooookkss,, aanndd
tthhtttt eenn tthhtttt ee rreeaallaaaa hhiissttoorryyrrrr ,,yyyy lliitteerraattaaaa uurree
aanndd ccuullttuurree,, wwhhiicchh ccoouulldd oonnllyy bbee

lleeaarrnneedd ffrrffff oomm ppeeooppllee lliikkeekkkk mmyy
ffaaffff ttaaaa hhtttt eerr,,rrrr iinn pprriivvaattaaaa ee sseetttttttt iinnggss aanndd iinn
llooww vvooiicceess,,”” sshhee wwrriitteess iinn AA SSttoonnee
IIssIIII MMooMMMM sstt PPrreerrrr cciioouuss WWhhWWWW eerreerrrr IIttIIII BBeelloonnggnn ssgggg ..

SShhee ppaaiidd aa hhiigghh pprriiccee ffooffff rr hheerr
ddooggggeedd rreeppoorrttrrrr iinngg —— iinn 22001177 sshhee
wwaass nnaammeedd aa tteerrrroorriisstt bbyy CChhiinnaa,,
aanndd aa yyeeaarr llaattaaaa eerr 2244 mmeemmbbeerrss ooff
hheerr ffaaffff mmiillyy wweerree ddeettaaiinneedd bbyy
CChhiinneessee sseeccuurriittyytttt ffooffff rrcceess.. IInn
tteessttiimmoonnyy ttoo aa UUSS CCoonnggrreessss
ccoommmmiitttttttt eeee iinn 22001199,,99 HHoojjoo aa aanndd hheerr
UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr ccoolllleeaaggaa uueess ssppookkeekkkk ooff tthhtttt eeiirr
ffeeffff aarr ffooffff rr tthhtttt eeiirr lloovveedd oonneess,, bbuutt
nnaammeedd aa ggrreeaattaaaa eerr ffeeffff aarr:: ““TThhaattaaaa iiff wwee
ssttooppppeedd ddooiinngg oouurr dduuttyytttt aass
jjoouurrnnaallaaaa iissttss —— iiff wwee wweerree ssiilleenntt ——
tthhtttt ee wwoorrlldd wwoouulldd ssiimmppllyy ffooffff rrggrr eett..””

WWhheetthhtttt eerr yyoouu aarree lluucckkyykkkk ttoo lliivvee
iinn aa ffrrffff eeee ccoouunnttrryyrrrr oorr wwhheetthhtt eerr
yyoouu aarree wwoorrrriieedd,, aass II ooffttffff eenn aamm,,
aabbaa oouutt yyoouurr oowwnn hhoommeellaanndd sslliiddiinngg
iinnttoo aauutthhtttt oorriittaarriiaanniissmm,, wwoorrkkss
bbyy UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr wwrriitteerrss mmaakkaaaa eekk ffooffff rr
eesssseennttiiaallaaaa rreeaaddiinngg..

OOnnee ooff mmyy ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurriittee nnoovveellss ooff
rreecceenntt ttiimmeess iiss PPeerrhhaattaaaa TTuurrssuunn’’ss
TThhTTTT ee BBaacckkssttrreerrrr eettsstttt ,, ttrraannssllaattaaaa eedd iinnttoo
EEnngglliisshh iinn 22002222 bbyy DDaarrrreenn BByylleerr
aanndd aann aannoonnyymmoouuss cco-o-ttrraannssllaattaaaa oorr
wwhhoo,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo ppuubblliisshheerr
CCoolluummbbiiaa UUnniivveerrssiittyytttt PPrreessss,, ““iiss
pprreessuummeedd ttoo bbee iinn tthhtttt ee
rreeeedduuccaattaaaa iioonn ccaammpp ssyysstteemm iinn
nnoorrttrrrr hhtttt --wweesstt CChhiinnaa””aaaa ..

TTuurrssuunn,, cceelleebbrraattaaaa eedd aattaaaa oonnee ttiimmee
bbyy hhiiss ffeeffff llllooww UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr wwrriitteerrss ffooffff rr
hhiiss wwiitt aanndd oouuttssppookkeekkkk nnnneessss,, wwaass
aarrrreesstteedd iinn 22001188 aanndd tthhtttt eerree hhaass
bbeeeenn nnoo nneewwss ooff hhiiss hheeaallaaaa tthhtttt oorr
wwhheerreeaabbaa oouuttss ffooffff rr sseevveerraallaa yyeeaarrss.. II
rreeaadd TThhTTTT ee BBaacckkssttrreerrrr eettsstttt llaasstt yyeeaarr,,rrrr
ggrriippppeedd bbyy tthhtt iiss JJooyycceeaann wwoorrkk
aabbaa oouutt aa ddaayyaaaa iinn tthhtttt ee lliiffeeffff ooff aa UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr
mmaann wwhhoo wwaallaaaa kkss tthhtt ee ffooffff ggggyygggg ssttrreeeettss
ooff ÜÜrrüümmqqii,, ppaattaaaa rroonniisseedd aanndd bbuulllliieedd
bbyy tthhtttt ee HHaann CChhiinneessee tthhtttt eerree..
TTuurrssuunn’’ss ÜÜrrüümmqqii,, aa cciittyytttt wwhheerree tthhtttt ee
ssuunn nneevveerr rreeaallaaaa llyy rriisseess,, iiss aa
hhaauunnttiinngg iimmaaggaa ee ooff aa mmiiggrraanntt’’ss
““lloonnggiinngg aanndd lloonneelliinneessss””..

TTuurrssuunn iiss nnoott aallaaaa oonnee iinn hhiiss pplliigghhtt
—— tthhtttt ee eeccoonnoommiisstt IIllhhaamm TTooTTTT hhttii,, aa
rreecciippiieenntt ooff tthhtttt ee SSaakkaa hhkkkk aarroovv PPrriizzee,,
hhaass bbeeeenn jjaaiilleedd ssiinnccee 22001144,, aanndd
aaccttiivviissttss hhaavvaaaa ee rreecceeiivveedd nnoo wwoorrdd ooff
hhiiss ccoonnddiittiioonn ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee ppaasstt ssiixx
yyeeaarrss.. AAbbAA dduullllaa SSaawwaaaa aattaaaa ,, aa ppooeett aanndd
nnoovveelliisstt,, ddiieedd llaasstt yyeeaarr sshhoorrttrrrr lltttt yy
aaffttffff eerr bbeeiinngg rreelleeaasseedd iinn ppoooorr
hheeaallaaaa tthhtttt ffrrffff oomm pprriissoonn..

IInn aa ccoonnvvnnnn eerrssaattaaaa iioonn wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee NNeeww
YYooYYYY rrkk TTiimmeess rreeppoorrttrrrr eerr AAnnddrreeww
JJaaccoobbss iinn 22001100,, TTooTT hhttii ggaavvaaaa ee aa bblleeaakkaaaa
aasssseessssmmeenntt ooff tthhtttt ee ssiittuuaattaaaa iioonn::
““TTrruutthhtttt bbee ttoolldd,, tthhtttt ee UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr ppeeooppllee
hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn ffooffff rrggrr ootttttttt eenn . . . . . . b bootthhtttt bbyy
tthhtttt ee wweesstt aanndd bbyy tthhtttt ee IIssllaammiicc
wwoorrlldd..”” BBuutt aass mmoorree aanndd mmoorree
UUyyUUUU ggyyyy hhuurr lliitteerraattaaaa uurree iiss ttrraannssllaattaaaa eedd
aanndd ppuubblliisshheedd,, ppeerrhhaappss iitt iiss ffooffff rr
tthhtttt ee rreeaaddeerr ttoo rreeffuuffff ssee ttoo ffooffff rrggrr eett
tthhtttt oossee wwhhoo hhaavvaaaa ee ddiissaappppeeaarreedd ffrrffff oomm
ppuubblliicc vviieeww..

I ddiidd nnoott eexxppeecctt ttoo ccoommee aawwaaaa aayyaaaa ffrrffff oomm aa
bbooookk oonn ccaammpp tthhiinnkkiinngg tthhaatt OOssccaarr
WWiillddee wwaass nnoott ccaammpp bbuutt tthhee MMaarr--
qquueessss ooff QQuueeeennssbbeerrrryyrrrr wwaass.. AAccccoorrdd--
iinngg ttoo PPaauull BBaakkeerr’’ss ddeessccrriippttiioonn iinn

CCaaCCCC mmpp!!,, ““WWiitthh ccaammpp tthhee pprroodduucceerr iiss nnoott
aawwaaaa aarree ooff tthhee eeffffffff eeffff cctt [[oonn tthhee aauuddiieennccee]],,
wwhhiillee ccaammppyy iiss oonn ppuurrppoossee””.. TThhiiss ppuuttss
WWiillddee,, ssppoouutteerr ooff eeffffffff ooffff rrttffuuffff ll aapphhoorriissmmss,,
ffiirrmmllyy iinn tthhee ccaammppyy ccaammpp,, wwhhiillee
QQuueeeennssbbeerrrryy,,yyyy wwhhoo bbuuttcchhllyy ttuurrnneedd
uupp wwiitthh aa hhuunnkkyy bbooxxeerr ttoo ccoonnffrroonntt
WWiillddee ffoorr sslleeeeppiinngg wwiitthh hhiiss ssoonn,,
iiss224-c4-caarraattaaaa ccaammpp..

IInn ffaaffff cctt,, iiff yyoouu aarree ttoo ttaakkee BBaakkeerr’’ss bbooookk
sseerriioouussllyy,,yyyy aallmmoosstt eevveerryytthhiinngg yyoouu tthhiinnkk
iiss ccaammpp —— ffrroomm JJoosseepphhiinnee BBaakkeerr vviiaa
11998800ss TTVV ssooaapp DDyyDD nnaassttyytt ttoo ccuurrrreenntt hhoott--
ppiinnkk mmoovviiee bblloocckkbbkkkk uusstteerr BBaarrbbrrrr iiee —— iiss nnoott..
TThheettrroouubbllee iiss,, II tthhtttt iinnkkhhee’’ssrriigghhtt..

CCaammpp’’ss bbrrooaadd cchhuurrcchh iiss mmuucchh eeaassiieerr
ttoo rreeccooggnniissee tthhaann ttoo ddeeffiiffff nnee.. IIttss ttrraaddii--
ttiioonnaall ffeeffff aattuurreess hhaavvaaaa ee rreelliieedd oonn eexxcceessss,,
ffllaammbbooyyaannccee aanndd tthhoorroouugghhggooiinngg
ooffffffff eeffff nncceess aaggaaaa aaiinnsstt ““gg““ oooodd ttaassttee””.. YYooYYYY uu mmiigghhtt
undunderserstantand d it it as as BBettettee DaDavisvis  aaaa andand  JJooanan
CCrraawwaaaa ffooffff rrdd’’ss mmoonnssttrroouuss ssiibblliinnggss iinn WWhhWWWW aatt
EEvver er vvvv HapHappenpened ed to to BBababy y bb JJaneaneJJJJ ??; ; asas a a drdragag
qquueeeenn’’ss ssttoocckk iinn ttrraaddee;; aanndd cceerrttaaiinnllyy aass
aannyytthhiinngg ccoovveerreedd iinn rrhhiinneessttoonneess..
WWhheerreeaass oonnccee iitt wwaass aallmmoosstt aa sseeccrreett

ccooddee iinn tthhee qquueeeerr ccoommmmuunniittyytttt ,,yyyy nnooww iitt iiss aa
lliinngguuaa ffrrffff aannccaa ooff ffaaffff sshhiioonn,, aaddvveerrttrrrr iissiinngg aanndd
eevveennaarrttrrrr ..

TToowwaarrddss tthhee eenndd ooff CCaaCCCC mmpp!!,, BBaakkeerr,,rr aa
pprrooffeeffff ssssoorr ooff EEnngglliisshh llaanngguuaaggaa ee aattaaaa LLaannccaass--
tteerr UUnniivveerrssiittyytttt ,,yyyy ggiivveess aa ssnnaappppyy ssuummmmaarryyrrrr
ooff wwhhaattaaaa hhee tthhiinnkkss ccaammpp iiss:: ““eexxaaggaa ggeerraattaaaa eedd
ssiinncceerriittyytttt tthhtttt aattaaaa ffaaffff iillss””,, ggeenneerraallllyy ttoo hhuummoorr--
oouuss eeffffffff eeffff cctt.. TToo bbee pprrooppeerrllyy ccaammpp,, tthheenn,,
yyoouu nneeeedd ttoo bbeelliieevveevvvv iinn wwhhaattaaaa yyoouu’’rree ddooiinngg,,
bbuutt wwhhaattaaaa yyoouu’’rree ddooiinngg uullttiimmaattaaaa eellyy sseeeemmss,,
ttoo ootthheerrss,, rriiddiiccuulloouuss.. TThhiiss ddrraawwss oonn
SSuussaann SSoonnttaaggaa ’’ss 11996644 NNooNNNN tteess oonn ““CC““ aaCCCC mmpp””,,
tthhee ffiirrsstt sseerriioouuss eexxaammiinnaattiioonn ooff tthhee
ttooppiicc,, aanndd II tthhiinnkk yyoouu’’dd ssttrruuggggllee ttoo ffiiffff nndd
aannyy iimmppoorrttaanntt wwaayyss iinn wwhhiicchh BBaakkeerr
ddeeppaarrttrrrr ss ffrrffff oommSSoonnttaaggaa ..

TThhee bbooookk ttaakkeess aa cchhrroonnoollooggiiccaall
aapppprrooaacchh,, ssttaarrttiinngg wwiitthh tthhee FFrreenncchh
ccoouurrtt aatt VVeeVVVV rrssaaiilllleess aanndd eennddiinngg wwiitthh tthhee
MMeett GGaallaa ooff 22001199,, wwhhoossee tthheemmee wwaass
ccaammpp.. WWhhiillee BBaakkeerr iiddeennttiiffiiffff eess mmaanniiffooffff lldd
wwaayyaaaa ss tthhee FFrreenncchh ccoouurrtt’’ss aammbbiittiioonn ffooffff rr aann
eelleeggaanntt mmoodduuss vviivveennddii ffeeffff llll sshhoorrtt —— tthhee
ccaammppeesstt bbeeiinngg rrooyyaallss wwhhoo ““wwoouulldd ssiimm--
ppllyy rreelliieevvee tthheemmsseellvveess iinn tthhee hhaallllwwaayyaaaa ss,,
nnoott eevveenn bobotthheerriinngg ttoo ssttoopp wwaallkkiinngg”” ——

hhee ddooeessnn’’tt ccoonnssiiddeerr wwhheetthheerr tthhiiss wwoouulldd
hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn sseeeenn aass ccaammpp aattaaaa tthhee ttiimmee oorr iiss
ppuurreellyy aa mmooddeerrnn pprroojjoo eeccttiioonn.. PPrreessuummaa--
bbllyy tthhee ffllffff uunnkkiieess cclleeaanniinngg uupp aaffttffff eerr tthhee
PriPrincencessesse  d’Hd’Hararcoucourtrt wwoulouldd notnot  hahavvaaaa ee
aapppprreecciiaattaaaa eeddtthhtt eeeexxaaggggaa eerraattaaaa eeddssiinncceerriittyytttt ooff
hheerrppiissssiinnggoonntthhtttt ee ffllffff oooorr..rrrr

TThheerreeaaffttffff eerr iitt’’ss aa wwhhiissttllee--ssttoopp ttoouurr
tthhrroouugghh WWiillddee,, EEvveellyynn WWaaWWWW uugghh,, AAggAA aatthhaa
CChhrriissttiiee,, JJuuddyy GGaarrllaanndd eett aall,, iinntteerr--
ssppeerrsseedd wwiitthh ttoouucchheess ooff mmeemmooiirr.. IInn hhiiss
qquueesstt ttoo ddiivveerrssiiffyyffff tthhtttt ee rreeppeerrttrrrr ooiirree ooff ccaammpp
cciittaattiioonnss bbeeyyoonndd SSoonnttaagg’’ss rraarreeffiieedd
vvooccaabbuullaarryy,, BBaakkeerr llooookkss aatt tthhee ccaakkee--
wwaallkk,, ddeevveellooppeedd bbyy AAffrrffff iiccaann--AAmmeerriiccaann
ssllaavvaaaa eess,, wwhhiicchh ““ppaarrooddiieedd tthhee ffooffff rrmmaall ggaaiitt
ooff ssllaavvaaaa eehhoollddeerrss””bbuuttwwaass tthhtttt eenneenntthhtttt uussiiaass--
ttiiccaallllyy ttaakkeenn uupp bbyy wwhhiittee ppeeooppllee..
UUnniirroonniiccaallllyy ddooiinngg aa ddaannccee wwhhiicchh ssaattii--
rriisseessyyoouu:: tthhtttt aattaaaa ’’ssccaammppffooffff rrssuurree..

IInn ffaacctt,, aass tthhee ccaakkeewwaallkk eexxaammppllee

sshhoowwss,, tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee bbooookk BBaakkeerr
aalllloowwss aa kkiinndd ooff ddeeffiiffff nniittiioonnaall ccoollllaappssee:: hhee
ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy sseeppaarraatteess tthhee ccaammpp ffrrffff oomm
tthhee ccaammppyy bbuutt mmoorree ooffttffff eenn lluummppss tthheemm
ttooggeetthheerr.. BBuutt iiff yyoouu’’rree wwrriittiinngg aa bbooookk oonn
ccaammpp,, iitt bebehhoovveses yyoouu ttoo bebe cclleeaarr aabobouutt
wwhhaattaaaa yyoouu mmeeaann:: hhaavvaaaa ee ffaaffff iitthh iinn yyoouurr ddeeffiiffff --
nniittiioonn aanndd ffooffff llllooww iitt tthhrroouugghh.. TThhee pprroobb--
lleemm iiss tthhaatt aa bbooookk oonn ppuurree ccaammpp ((aass
ooppppoosseedd ttoo ccaammppiinneessss)) wwoouulldd llaarrggeellyy
ccoonnssiisstt ooff hheetteerroosseexxuuaall ppeeooppllee uunniirroonnii--
ccaallllyy ddooiinngg tthhiinnggss:: QQuueeeennssbbeerrrryyrrrr aanndd hhiiss
bbooxxeerr,,rrrr tthhee mmiiccttuurraattaaaa iinngg pprriinncceessss,, ppeeooppllee
tthhrroowwiinngg GGlloorriiaa GGaayyaaaa nnoorr LLPPss aattaaaa bbaasseebbaallll
ppllaayyaaaa eerrss aatt tthhee DDiissccoo DDeemmoolliittiioonn NNiigghhtt
iinn11997799..

PPeerrhhaappss ssuucchh ssttrriiccttnneessss aabbaa oouutt ddeeffiiffff nnii--
ttiioonnss ggooeess aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee lliivviinngg ssppiirriitt ooff
ccaammpp aanndd tthhee tteenneettss ooff qquueeeerr tthheeoorryy..
PPoorroouussnneessss,, aammbbiigguuiittyy,,yyyy ssuubbvveerrssiioonn::
tthheessee mmiilliittaattaaaa ee aaggaa aaiinnsstt rriiggiidd bboouunnddaarriieess..
CCaammpp ccaann bblleeeedd iinnttoo ccaammppyy,,yyyy aallll ooff wwhhiicchh
eenndd uupp aannyywwyyyy aayyaaaa uunnddeerrmmiinniinngg ppoowweerr aanndd
iittsseexxeerrcciissee..TTaakkaaaa eekk ddrraaggaaaa qquueeeennLLiillyySSaavvaaaa aaggaaaa ee
yyeelllliinngg aatt ppoolliicceemmeenn weweaarriinngg rruubbbbeerr
gglloovveess aass tthheeyy rraaiiddeedd aa qquueeeerr ppuubb iinn
11998877,, aattaaaa tthhtttt ee hheeiigghhtt ooff AAiiddss ssccaarreemmoonnggeerr--
iinngg:: ““WWeeWWWW llll,, wweellll,, iitt llooookkss lliikkee wwee’’vvee ggoott
hheellppwwiitthhtttt tthhtttt eewwaasshhiinngg--uupp!!””

TThheeddiiffffffff iiffff ccuullttyytttt wwiitthhtttt ddeeffiiffff nniinnggccaammpp,, lliikkeekkkk
bbeeaauuttyytttt ,,yyyy iiss tthhaattaaaa iitt iiss mmoorree iinnttuuiittiivveellyy tthhaann
iinntteelllleeccttuuaallllyy hheelldd.. DDiissccuussssiinngg tthhiiss bbooookk
wwiitthh ggayay ffrrffff iieennddss ssppaarrkkeedd ffaaffff sscciinnaattiinngg
ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonnss bbeeccaauussee iitt ffooffff rrcceedd uuss ttoo
ccoonnssiiddeerr aabbssttrraaccttllyy ssoommeetthhiinngg wwhhiicchh
iiss ffuunnddaammeennttaall ttoo tthhee tteexxttuurree ooff
oouurr lliivveess.. AAnndd ffooffff rr tthhaattaaaa BBaakkeerr ddeesseerrvvrrrr eess aa
ttooaasstt —— pprreeffeeffff rraabbllyy oouutt ooff aa rrhhiinneessttoonnee--
ssppaanngglleeddggoobblleett..
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TThhee ssmmaallll boboaatt hhaadd ttuurrnneedd
oouuttwwaarrdd ffrroomm tthhee hheeaaddllaanndd
iinnttoo tthhee ggrreeyy ffiieelldd
ooff tthhee AAttllaannttiicc

wwhheenn mmyy pphhoonnee bbuuzzzzeedd
iinn mmyy rraaiinnccooaatt pocpockkeett::
aannootthheerr ddeeaatthh
bbrrookkee oonn tthhee nneettwwoorrksks..

TThhee mmaaiinnmmaasstt sswwuunngg
lliikkee aa mmeettrroonnoommee
aass wwee sswwaayyeedd aanndd ttuurrnneedd
ffuurrtthheerr iinnttoo tthhee wwiinndd..

TThhee bbaacckk wwhhiittee wwaallll
wwaass aawwaasshh wwiitthh eemmoottiioonn..
IItt rroolllleedd ddoowwnnwwaarrdd,,
eennddlleessssllyy iinn sslliippssttrreeaamm..

OOnnee gguullll hhuunngg
iinn tthhee uunnccrroowwddeedd sskkyy
aass wwee kkeepptt oonn ccoouurrssee
ffoorr tthhee iissllaanndd —— aawwaayy

bebeyyoonndd tthhee llaasstt bebeaacchh
aanndd tthhee lloonngg rreeaacchh
ooff cacallll aanndd rreesspoponnssee
aanndd ttuummuulltt,, ttoo ggoo

wwhheerree tthhee wwoorrdd tthhaatt bbrreeaaksks
oonn tthhee sstteeaaddyy pprrooww
iiss pplloouugghheedd bbaacckk ddoowwnn
ttoo tthhee uunnddeerrttooww..
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The small boat had turned
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FFoorrttuunnee ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurrss tthhee bboolldd,, aass tthhee ssaaggaa ee
MMaatttt DDaammoonn oonnccee ssaaiidd wwhhiillee ttoouuttiinngg
ccrryyrrrr ppttooccuurrrreennccyy,, aanndd ssoo iitt ddiidd GGaarryyrrrr BBaarr--
nneetttt,, aa rraabbbbii’’ss ssoonn wwhhoo ccuutt hhiiss tteeeetthh iinn
tthhee AAnnttwweerrpp ddiiaammoonndd ttrraaddee.. BBaarrnneetttt
hhaadd tthhee nneerrvvee ttoo eemmbbaarrkk oonn tthhee 330066
mmeettrree--ttaallll OOnnee5577 iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt ooff tthhee gglloo--
bbaall ffiiffff nnaanncciiaall ccrriissiiss,, bbeetttttttt iinngg tthheerree wwoouulldd
bbee aa mmaarrkkeett ooff eeaaggaa eerr bbiilllliioonnaaiirreess wwhheenn
tthhtttt eesskkyykkkk ssttooppppeeddffaaffff llaaaa lliinngg.. ““HHeewwaass tthhtttt eeoonnllyy
oonnee wwhhoo kkeepptt hhiiss sshhoovveell iinn tthhee ggrroouunndd
aanndd kkeepptt bbuuiillddiinngg.. EEvveerryybbooddyy eellssee
ppuulllleedd bbaacckk bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy wweerree tteerrrriiffiiffff eedd
ooff tthhaatt mmoorrttggtt aaggee ccrriissiiss,,”” eessttaattee aaggeenntt
NNiikkkkkkkk iiFFiieellddtteellllssCCllaarrkkeekk ..

BBaarrnneetttt iiss rreewwaarrddeedd wwhheenn MMiicchhaaeell
DDeellll ppaayyaaaa ss aa tthheenn--rreeccoorrdd $$110000..55mmnn ffooffff rr
OOnnee5577’’ss ppeenntthhoouussee.. HHoott oonn hhiiss hheeeellss
ccoommeess MMaacckklloweowe wwiitthh tthhee 442266 mmeettrree
443322 PPaarrkk AAvvAAAA eennuuee,, aanndd tthheenn SStteevvee RRootthh,,
tthhee bbrruuiissiinngg hheeaadd ooff VVooVVVV rrnnaaddoo RReeaallttyy
TTrruusstt,, aanndd MMiicchhaaeell SStteerrnn,, aa wwuunnddeerrkkiinndd
wwiitthh aa mmyysstteerriioouuss ppaasstt.. TThhee rraaccee ffooffff rr tthhee
hheeaavvaaaa eennss iissoonn..

OOnneeooff tthhtttt eevviirrttrrrr uueessooffBBiilllliioonnaaiirreerrrr sseeee ’’ RRooww iiss
tthhaattaaaa CCllaarrkkee kknnoowwss tthhee ttrraaddee.. SShhee wwaallkkss
rreeaaddeerrss tthhrroouugghh tthhee iinnttrriiccaacciieess ooff ssiittee
aasssseemmbbllaaggaa ee aanndd tthhee ccoommpplleexxiittiieess ooff tthhee
““ccaappiittaall ssttaacckk””.. SShhee ddeettaaiillss tthhee sshhooww--
mmaannsshhiipp eemmppllooyyeedd bbyy ppeeaaccoocckkiinngg
ssuuppeerr--aaggaa eennttss ttoosseellll aannoonn-e-exxiisstteennttpprroopp--
eerrttrrrr yytttt ttooaammuullttiibbiilllliioonnaaiirree..

TThhee ooppuulleennccee bbeeccoommeess ssiicckekenniinngg..
MMaacckkllkkkk oowwee oouuttffiiffff ttss hhiiss eelleevvaattaaaa oorr ccaabbaa ss wwiitthh
ttaann HHeerrmmèèss lleeaatthheerr.. TThheerree aarree ssiinnggllee--
ssllaabbaa IIttaalliiaann mmaarrbbllee bbaattaaaa hh ttuubbss:: eeaacchh ssllaabbaa
ccoossttss $$113300,,000000 aanndd ffooffff rrmmss ttwwtttt oo ttuubbss.. NNaattaaaa --
uurraallllyy,,yyyy tthhiinnggss ggoo bbaadd.. CCrriittiiccss wwiillll ddeeccrryy
tthhee ffiiffff nniisshheedd OOnnee5577 aass tthhee MMaannhhaattttaann’’ss
uugglliieesstt bbuuiillddiinngg aanndd ppooppuullaarr oouuttrraaggee
bbuuiillddss aaggaa aaiinnsstt ssoouulllleessss ttoowweerrss tthhaattaaaa ooffttffff eenn
hhoouussee sshhaaddyy wweeaalltthhtttt —— nnoott aaccttuuaall ppeeooppllee..
SSaalleess bbeeggiinn ttoo ssllooww.. MMeeaannwwhhiillee,, MMaacckk--
lloowwee’’ss mmaasstteerrppiieeccee iiss mmaarrrreedd bbyy tteennaanntt
llaawwaaaa ssuuiittss aalllleeggiinngg sshhooddddyy wwoorrkkmmaannsshhiipp..
HHee eennddss uupp ssuuiinngg hhiiss ssoonn aanndd lleeaavvaaaa iinngg hhiiss
wwiiffeeffff ooff nneeaarrllyy ssiixx ddeeccaaddeess iinn oonnee ooff NNeeww
YYooYYYY rrkk’’ssmmoosstthhiiddeeoouussddiivvoorrcceess..

RRootthh eemmeerrggrr eess ttrriiuummpphhaanntt.. HHee wwiisseellyy
eesscchheewwssddaazzzzlleeaattaaaa hhiissCCeennttrraallaaaa PPaarrkkSSoouutthhtttt
ttoowweerr ffooffff rr tthhee ccllaassssiiccaall ttaassttee ooff RRoobbeerrtt
AA..MM.. SStteerrnn AArrcchhiitteeccttss.. HHeeddggee ffuuffff nndd kkiinngg
KKeenn GGrriiffffffff iiffff nn eennddss uupp ppaayyaaaa iinngg aa ssttaaggaa ggeerriinngg
$$224400mmnn ffooffff rr aa mmuullttii--ffllffff oooorr ppeenntthhoouussee,,
mmaakkaaaa iinnggDDeellll’’ssppuurrcchhaasseesseeeemmqquuaaiinntt..

MMoorree ppooiiggnnaanntt iiss tthhee ffaaffff ttee ooff SStteerrnn’’ss
111111 WWeesstt 5577tthh.. IItt iiss aa ssuuppeerrttaallll tthhaatt
wwiillll,, iimmpprroobbaabbllyy,,yyyy sshhoooott lliikkee aa nneeeeddllee
tthhrroouugghh tthhee llaannddmmaarrkkeedd SStteeiinnwwaayy
ppiiaannoobbuuiillddiinngg..

TThhee ddeessiiggnn iiss bbrreeaatthhttaakkiinngg.. BBuutt iitt
ttaakkeess ffaarr ttoooo lloonngg ttoo bbuuiilldd.. AAlloonngg tthhee
wwaayyaaaa ,,yyyy SStteerrnn ppiicckkss aann iillll--jj-- uuddggeedd ffiiffff gghhtt wwiitthh
NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk’’ss ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn uunniioonnss.. TThhee
ppaarrttnneerrss bbrraawwll aass ccaappiittaall ccaallllss mmoouunntt
aanndd CCllaarrkkee ccaappttuurreess tthhee aaggoonnyy ooff aa
pprroojjoo eecctt ggoonnee bbaadd.. ““EEaassyy ttoo tthhrrooww ppoott--
sshhoottss ffrrffff oomm FFlloorriiddaa.. FFuucckk yyoouu,,”” SStteerrnn
wwrriitteess ttooaappaarrttrrrr nneerr,,rrrr aattaaaa oonneeppooiinntt..

TTooddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy 111111 WWeeWWWW sstt 5577tthh iiss nnooww ssttaannddiinngg,,
aa sshhiimmmmeerriinngg ttoowweerr llaaddeenn wwiitthh uunnssoolldd
uunniittss aanndd ssoouurreedd ffiinnaanncciiaall ddrreeaammss..
WWhheenn II mmeett SStteerrnn aa ffeeffff ww yyeeaarrss aaggoo,, hhee
sseeeemmeded ododddllyy ssaanngguuiinnee aass hhee aaddmmiirreded
hhiiss iinnddeelliibbllee mmaarrkk oonn tthhee sskkyykkkk lliinnee.. IInn tthhee
ttrraaddiittiioonn ooff NNeeww YYooYYYY rrkk’’ss ggrreeaattaaaa ddeevveellooppeerrss
hhee wwaass llooookkiinngg uupp —— nnoott mmuucchh ccoonn--
cceerrnneded wwiitthh tthhee mmoorrttaallss aanndd tthhee sshhaadd--
oowwssddoowwnnbbeellooww..wwww

JJooJJJJ sshhuuaa CChhCCCC aaffaa ffffff iiffff nn iissiiii tthhee FFTT’’ss’’
NNeeNNNN ww YYooYYYY rrkkrrrr CCooCCCC rrrreerrrr sseeee ppss oonnddeenntt

They are all risk takers and 
swashbucklers, seemingly 
immune to the pressures 
that would crush most of us
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I EEmmmmaa DDoonnoogghhuuee’’ss bbeessttsseelllliinngg,,
BBooookkeerr--sshhoorrttlliisstteedd nnoovveell RRoooomm
((22001100)) —— wwhhiicchh sshhee ssuucccceessssffuuffff llllyy
aaddaapptteedd iinnttoo aann OOssccaarr--nnoommiinnaatteedd
ffiiffff llmm —— aa yyoouunngg wwoommaann iiss kkeepptt ccaapp--

ttiivvee aanndd sseexxuuaallllyy aassssaauulltteedd ffooffff rr yyeeaarrss yyeett
mmaannaaggaa eess ttoo sshhooww hheerr ssoonn eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryyrrrr
lleevveellss ooff lloovvee aanndd ccaarree.. IInn hheerr llaasstt nnoovveell
HHaaHHHH vveevvvv nn ((22002222)),, tthhtt rreeee mmeenn iinn 77tthhtttt --cceennttuurryyrrrr
IIrreellaanndd ddrreeaamm ooff lleeaavviinngg tthhee wwoorrlldd
bbeehhiinndd aanndd sseett ssaaiill iinn sseeaarrcchh ooff aann iissllaanndd
oonn wwhhiicchh ttoo ffooffff uunndd aa mmoonnaasstteerryyrrrr ,,yyyy eennccoouunn--
tteerriinngg eexxttrreemmee hhaarrddsshhiipp aass wweellll aass ggrreeaattaaaa
bbeeaauuttyy.. IInn DDoonnoogghhuuee’’ss llaatteesstt wwoorrkk
LLeeaarrnneedd bbyy HHeeaarrtt,, llaarrggeellyy sseett iinn aa
YYooYYYY rrkk bbooaarrddiinngg sscchhooooll iinn 11880055,, tthhee ppeerriillss
ooff iissoollaattiioonn aanndd ccoonnffiiffff nneemmeenntt aarree oonnccee
aaggaaiinn ccoouunntteerreedd bbyy tthhee uunneexx--
ppeecctteedd ggrraaccee aanndd tteennddeerrnneessss ccaappttiivviittyytttt
ccaannssoommeettiimmeessbbrriinngg..

TThhee MMaannoorr SScchhooooll ffooffff rr YYooYYYY uunngg LLaaddiieess iiss
tthhaatt rraarree 1199tthh--cceennttuurryy eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt
wwhheerree tthheerree iiss eennoouugghh ttoo eeaatt aanndd tthhee
ggiirrllssaarreehhaarrddllyyttoorrttrrrr uurreeddaattaaaa aallaaaa ll..

TThheerree aarree hhiigghh--ccllaassss oouuttiinnggss ttoo tthhee
TThheeaattrree RRooyyaall ttoo sseeee MMrrss JJoorrddaann iinn AAss
YYooYYYY uu LLiikkee IItt aanndd ttoo aa llooccaall rraacceeccoouurrssee
wwhheerree tthhee ffiirrsstt ffeemmaallee jjoocckkeeyy,,yyyy AAlliiccee
TThhoorrnnttoonn,, iiss ccoommppeettiinngg ssiiddee--ssaaddddllee oonn
““OOlldd VViinnggaarriilllloo””.. TThhee tteeaacchheerrss aarree sshhaarrpp
bbuutt nnoott ccrruueell,, aalltthhoouugghh tthhee eedduuccaattaaaa iioonn iiss
oonn tthhee ffeeeebbllee ssiiddee.. ““AA““ mmeerrcchhaanntt aatt
AAmmsstteerrddaammiiss iinnddeebbtteeddttooaammeerrcchhaannttaattaaaa
LLondondon on in in thethe  amoamountunt  of of sixsix  hunhundrdreedd
aanndd ffooffff rrttyy ttwwoo ppoouunnddss .. .. .. aanndd wwoouulldd
ppaayyaaaa iitt iinn SSppaanniisshh ggiillddeerrss aattaaaa ttwwtttt oo sshhiilllliinnggss
aa ppiieeccee.. NNoo,, ppeerrhhaappss tthhaatt’’ss bbeeyyoonndd uuss..””
TThhee cchhiieeff aaiimmss ffooffff rr tthheessee yyoouunnggsstteerrss aarree
mmaarrrriiaaggaa eeaannddmmootthhtttt eerrhhoooodd..

TThhee ppuuppiillss aatt TThhee MMaannoorr ssppeeaakk aass
sscchhoooollggiirrllss hhaavvaaaa ee aallwwaayyaaaa ss ssppookkeenn:: ooff ppoollii--
ttiiccss,, n naammeellyy tthhee llaatteesstt a att nnttiiccss o off N Nff aappoo--
lleeoonn ((““BBoonneeyy””));; ooff ffrrffff iieennddsshhiipp —— bbeesstt
ppaallss ggrreeeett eeaacchh ootthheerr iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg
““lliikkee hheerrooiinneess rreeuunniitteedd aattaaaa tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee
ffiiffff ffttffff hh aacctt””;; aanndd ooff mmeenn —— wwhheenn tthheeiirr hhiiss--
ttoorryy bbooookk ssaayyss ““tthhee CCoommppaannyy ccoonn--
qquueerreedd aanndd oobbttaaiinneedd ppoosssseessssiioonn ooff tthhee
ssuubbccoonnttiinneenntt””,, aa ggrroooomm oonn hhiiss wweeddddiinngg
nniigghhtt iiss tthhtttt rriilllliinnggllyyeennvvnnnn iissaaggaa eedd..

TThhee uunnffaatthhoommaabbllee nnaattuurere ooff tthheeiirr
ppaarreennttss iiss aallssoo ddiissccuusssseedd.. TThheerree aarree
mmoovviinngg ppaassssaaggaa eses wwhheerree tthhee ggiirrllss ttrryy ttoo
iimmaaggiinnee wwhhaatt tthheeiirr mmootthheerrss hhaavvee
eenndduurreedd,, ffoorr aallmmoosstt aallll hhaavvee lloosstt aann
iinnffaanntt oorr ttwwoo.. WWiillll tthhee nneeww bbaabbyy bbee
““ssnnuuffffffff eeffff dd oouutt”” bbyy tthhee ccrruueell wwiinntteerr?? BBoomm--
bbaazziinneehhoovveerrssaattaaaa tthhtt eeeeddggeeooffeevveerryyrrrr ttyyyy hhtttt iinngg..

AAtt tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff tthhiiss ssttoorryy iiss 1144--yyeeaarr--
oolldd EElliizzaa RRaaiinnee,, tthhee oorrpphhaanneedd ddaauugghhtteerr
ooff a aff nn u unnmmaarrrriieedd I Innddiiaann m mootthheerr a anndd a a
BBrriittiisshh ffaaffff tthheerr,,rrrr wwhhoo ccaammee ttoo EEnnggllaanndd aatt
““aallmmoosstt sseevveenn”” aanndd iiss tthhee oonnllyy ppuuppiill ooff
ccoolloouurr ttoo bbooaarrdd aatt tthhee sscchhooooll.. SShhyy,,yyyy ccaauu--
ttiioouuss aanndd ppaaiinnffuuffff llllyy aawwaaaa aarree ooff hheerr ddiiffffffff eeffff rr--
eennccee,, sshhee iiss oonnee ffooffff rr wwhhoomm ““gglloooomm ccrreeeeppss
iinnlliikkeekkkk ssmmookkeekk uunnddeerr tthhtttt eeddoooorr””..

WWhheenn aa nneeww ppuuppiill AAnnnnee LLiisstteerr
aarrrriivveess,, ccoonnffiiffff ddeenntt aanndd ccaassuuaallllyy ddeeffiiffff aanntt,,
EElliizzaa iiss aammaazzeedd.. IInn tthheeiirr sshhaarreedd ssllooppiinngg
ggaarrrreett AAnnnnee ttaallkkss eeaassiillyy aabbaa oouutt uunnttoowwaarrdd
tthhiinnggss.. SShhee kknnoowwss hheerrooiicc wwoorrddss ffoorr
bbiirrtthh oouutt--ooff--ffff wweeddlloocckk:: ““CChhaannccee--cchhiilldd””,,
““CClloouudd--ffaaffff lllleerr””,, ““CCoolltt--iinn--tthhtttt ee--wwooooddss””.. SShhee
rreeccaallllss tthhaatt bbrreeaasstt mmiillkk ttaasstteess ooff wwaarrmm
ppeeaarr..rrrr TThhee MMaannoorr SScchhooooll iiss wweellll bbuuiilltt bbyy
iittss aauutthhoorr,,rr eexxcceelllleennttllyy aappppooiinntteedd iinn
tteerrmmss ooff rrhhyytthhmmss aanndd rroouuttiinneses.. DoDonnoo--
gghhuueeddeelliigghhttss iinntthhtttt ee iinntteennssiittyytttt ooffggiirrllhhoooodd
—— tthhee tteemmppeessttss iinn tteeaaccuuppss tthhaatt ssttrriikkee
lliikkee ddiissaasstteerr aanndd tthhee mmoorree ccoonnssppiirraattoo--
rriiaall aassppeeccttss ooff ffrrffff iieennddsshhiipp.. TThhee ccoonnttiinnuuaall
wwaarraaggaa aaiinnssttccoolldd iisseessppeecciiaallaaaa llyywweellllddoonnee..

SSoommee ooff DDoonnoogghhuuee’’ss ffeemmiinniinnee
eexxcchhaannggeess bbrriinngg ttoo mmiinndd tthhee nnoovveellss ooff
EElliizzaabbaa eetthhtttt TTaayyaaaa lloorr::

Learned by Heart
by Emma Donoghue

Picador £16.99, 336 pages

SShheessccrruubbssaattaa ffaa eeffff wwppiimmpplleesseeee wwiiwwww tthhaa
mmiixxiiii ttuurreerrrr ooffoo ssffff aannddaannddssooaapp..EEllEEEE iizziiii aaccaannffnn eeffff eell
aahhaaiirr ccoommiinnggnn oonnhheerruuppppeerr lliippii ,,pppp ssoosshhee
ttaakkeessee oouutt tthhee ttwweewwww eezzeeee eerrssrrrr aannddppeeeerrssrrrr iinnttoo tthhee
ggllaassssss ttoopplluucckk iittoouut.t.
‘‘DD‘‘ iiddyyooyyyy uuhhaavveevvvv ssoommee ffee uuffff nnoovveevvvv rr tthheehhoolliiddaayyaa ssyyyy ,,ss
aaffaa ttffff eerraallll??’’
‘‘WWeeWWWW llll .. .. ..’’EEllEEEE iizziiii aa ttrriieessee ttoo tthhiinnkkooffoo ssffff oommee--
tthhiinnggnn .. ‘‘WWeeWWWW ssaawwaa lloonnggnn sswwoowwww rrddrrrr ddaannccee..’’

DDonoonoghughuee bbeineing g DDonoonoghughue, e, dardarkkerer
ssttrraaiinnss eemmeerrggee.. WWeeWWWW mmoovvee ffrrffff oomm wwhhaatt
aallmmoosstt bboorrddeerrss AAnnggeellaa BBrraazziill tteerrrriittoorryy
ttoo ssoommeetthhiinngg cclloosseerr ttoo VViiVVVV lllleettttee.. TThhee
sscchhooooll iiss ooddddeerr tthhaann iitt sseeeemmss,, iittss nneett--
wwoorrkk ooff rruulleess lliikkee vviicciioouuss ttrriippwwiirreess..
TThheerree’’ss aa ssyysstteemm ooff ““mmaarrkkss,, mmeerriittss,, lleess--
ssoonn ccaarrddss,, jjuuddggmmeenntt aanndd ccoonnssee--
qquueenncceess””.. TThheerree aarree ddiissppuuttaattiioouussnneessss
mmaarrkkss aanndd iinnddeeccoorruumm mmaarrkkss.. TThheerree’’ss aa
wweeeekkllyy aaccccoouunnttaabbaa iilliittyytttt sseessssiioonn iinn wwhhiicchh
aa ffooooll’’ss hhaatt,, aa vvaanniittyy mmaasskk,, tthhee lliiaarr’’ss
ttoonngguuee,, tthhee aassss’’ss eeaarrss aanndd tthhee qquuaarrrreell--
lleerr’’ss ssaasshh aarree rreegguullaarrllyy ddoolleedd oouutt..
TThheerree’’ss aa ddiissggrraaccee ttaabbllee wwhheerree ppuuppiillss
mmuusstt ssttaannddttoossuupp..

AAss tthhee ffrrffff iieennddsshhiipp bbeettwwtttt eeeenn EElliizzaa aanndd

AAnnnnee ddeeeeppeennss aanndd tthheeyy ffaaffff llll iinn lloovvee bbootthh
kknnooww tthheeiirr bboonndd ccoouulldd ssppeellll rruuiinn,, yyeett iitt
ddooeessnn’’tt ddeetteerr tthheemm.. ““TThhee eemmbbrraaccee
uunnbbrreeaakkaaaa aabbaa llee””,, tthhtttt eeyyssttaaggaaaa eeaammaarrrriiaaggaaaa eecceerr--
emoemonyny..yyyy In In a a latlater er letletterter  to to AnnAnne, e, EliElizaza
wwrriitteess ““TThhee yyeeaarr yyoouu aanndd II wweerree ffooffff uurr--
tteeeenn wwee iinnvveenntteedd lloovvee..”” GGrraadduuaallllyy wwee
rreeaalliisseeLLeeaarrnneeddbbyybb HHeeHHHH aarrtt iiss rreeaallllyy aa ttaallee ooff
ttwwtttt oo iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss,, ffooffff rr tthhee mmaaiinn nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee
iiss bbrrookkeenn bbyy ssiixx lleetttttttt eerrss tthhaattaaaa EElliizzaa wwrriitteess
ffrrffff oomm aa pprriivvaattaaaa ee mmeennttaall hhoossppiittaall,, wwhheerree aa
ddececaaddee llaatteerr sshhee ttrriieses ttoo mmaakkee sseennssee ooff
wwhhaattaaaa hhaappppeenneeddttootthhtttt ee lloovveeooffhheerr lliiffeeffff ..

TThhiiss nnoovveell iiss bbaasseedd oonn aa ttrruuee ssttoorryy;;
bbootthh wwoommeenn wweerree bboorrnn iinn 11779911 aanndd
AAnnnnee LLiisstteerr kkeepptt aa 55mmnn wwoorrdd ddiiaarryyrrrr ,,yyyy bbuutt
yyoouu wwoouullddnn’’tt kknnooww iitt.. TThhee boobookk wweeaarrss
itsits  paipainstnstakiakingng rreeseasearrch ch liklike e ththe e liglightht
sshhiiffttffff ss tthhee sscchhoooollggiirrllss sslleeeepp iinn,, ggaallllooppiinngg
lleeggss aaggaa aaiinnsstt tthhee sshheeeettss ttoo ““ttaakkee tthhee cchhiillll
ooffffffff ””ffff ,, wwooooll bbeeiinngg rreesseerrvveedd ffooffff rr tthhee mmeenn--
ffooffff llkkffiiffff gghhttiinngg iinntthhtttt eeNNaappoolleeoonniiccwwaarrss..

SSuussiieeBBooyyoo tt’’ss’’ nnoovveevvvv ll ‘‘LL‘‘ oovveevvvv ddaannddMMiissiiii ssssss eedd’’
iissiiii ppuubblliissiiii hheeddbbyybb NNeeNNNN wwYYooYYYY rrkkrrrr RReevviivvvv eewwBBooookkss
iinnSSeeppee tteemmbbeerr

Emma Donoghue’s latest novel is based on a true tale of forbidden love

between girls at a boarding school in 19th-century Britain. By Susie Boyt

Secret liaison 
Naomi Clarke

On uncertain ground
This vivid, elaborate 
Gothic novel is fiction 
at its full-blooded best, 
writes Zoë Apostolides

F rroomm iittss ooppeenniinngg,, tthhiiss iiss aa
nnoovveell ccoonncceerrnneedd wwiitthh
bbordordersers, , bbothoth  phyphysicsicalal
aanndd ffiigguurraattiivvee.. CChhaarr--
lloottttee BBeellll,, AAnnnn--MMaarriiee

MMaaccDDoonnaalldd’’ss yyoouunngg pprroottaaggaa oonniisstt,,
lliivveess aann iissoollaattaaaa eedd bbuutt iinntteelllleeccttuuaallllyy
ssttiimmuullaattiinngg lliiffeeffff wwiitthh hheerr ffaaffff tthheerr,,rrrr
LLoorrdd HHeennrryy,,yyyy tthhee 1177tthh BBaarroonn ooff
FFaayyaaaa nnee,, aa sspprraawwaaaa lliinngg eessttaattaaaa ee ““iinn nneeii--
tthheerr EEnnggllaanndd nnoorr SSccoottllaanndd,, bbuutt iinn
bbootthh ssiimmuullttaanneeoouussllyy””,, aass CChhaarr--
llootttttttt ee’’ss ffllffff eeeettiinngg ttuuttoorr rreemmaarrkkss.. TThhee
ssttoorryyrrrr ’’ss eevveennttss ccoommmmeennccee iinn 11888877,,7777
wwiitthh hheerr 1122tthh bbiirrtthhddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy aa ttiimmee ooff
bbootthh cceelleebbrraattiioonn aanndd ssoorrrrooww,,
mmaarrkkiinngg,, aass iitt ddooeess,, tthhee ddaattaaaa ee LLoorrdd
HenHenry’ry’ss wifwifee diedied d in in chichilldbidbirthrth..
TThhee ccoouuppllee’’ss eellddeerr ssoonn,, CChhaarrlleess,,
ppeerriisshheedd aass aa ttooddddlleerr —— tthhee ffaaffff mmiillyy
hhaallaaaa vveeddiinntthhtttt eessppaannooffaayyeeaarr..rrrr

SSiinnccee tthhaatt ttiimmee,, CChhaarrlloottttee hhaass
bbeeeenn kkeepptt aappaarrtt ffrroomm ootthheerrss,,
nneevveerr aattaaaa tttttt eennddiinngg sscchhooooll oorr mmaakkiinngg
ffrrffff iieennddss oonn aaccccoouunntt ooff hheerr mmyysstteerrii--
oouuss ““CCoonnddiittiioonn”” —— iinn tthhee aabbaa sseennccee
ooff ccoonnccrreettee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, sshhee
ddeedduucceess tthhaatt sshhee iiss ““mmoorrbbiiddllyy
ssuusscceeppttiibbllee ttoo ggeerrmmss””.. TThhee rreeaaddeerr
wwiillll hhaavvaaaa ee tthheeiirr ssuussppiicciioonnss,, mmeeaann--
wwhhiillee,, ffooffff rr iiff tthhtt aattaaaa wweerree iinnddeeeedd ttrruuee,,
wwhhyy ddooeess sshhee ssppeenndd hheerr ddaayyss
rrooaammiinngg tthhee mmoooorr’’ss ““ttrreeaacchheerroouuss
tteerrrraaiinn””,, rreevveelllliinngg iinn ssttoorriieess ooff
““mmaarrsshhsspprriitteess””aanndd““bbooggffuuffff mmeess””??

TThhiiss iiss aa llaannddssccaappee wwhheerree lloossiinngg
oonnee’’ss ffooffff oottiinngg ccaann pprroovvee ffaaffff ttaaaa aall,, aanndd
kkeeeeppiinngg ttoo pprreessccrriibbeedd ppaatthhss iiss
vviittaall.. TThhee llaanndd iiss mmuuttaabbllee,, ““nnooww
ssoolliidd,, nnooww lliiqquuiidd,, nnooww ssoommeetthhiinngg
iinn--bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ccoonnssiissttiinngg ooff aa sstteeww ooff
ssuucckkiinnggffooffff rrccee””..

MMaaccDDoonnaalldd eevvookkeess iittss iinnddiiffffffff eeffff rr--
eenntt ssaavvaaaa aaggaa eerryy aanndd nnaattuurraall bbeeaauuttyytttt
wwiitthh aa rriicchh eellooqquueennccee tthhaattaaaa sseerrvveess
ttoo ccoonnttrraasstt iitt wwiitthhtt wwhhaattaaaa ffooffff lllloowwss,, aass
hhuummaann ddeessiirreess ttoo ppiiggeeoonn--
hhoollee aanndd ccaatteeggoorriissee,, ccoonnttrrooll aanndd
ttaammee,, aappppeeaarr aatt ooddddss wwiitthh
nnaattaaaa uurree’’sscchhaaooss..

CChhaarrlloottttee’’ss lliiffeeffff iiss ffuuffff llll ooff lleeaarrnn--
iinngg,, aallbbeeiitt iinnffooffff rrmmaall:: sshhee hhaass nnoo
ddeessiirree ttoo bbee oorr ttoo bbeeccoommee aa llaaddyy..yyyy ““II
ccaannnnoott bbllaammee yyoouu,,”” LLoorrdd HHeennrryy
rreessppoonnddss.. ““II mmyysseellff sshhoouulldd ffaaiill
mmiisseerraabbllyy aattaaaa iit.t.”” HHeerr iinntteelllleectct iiss aa
ssoouurrccee ooff bbootthh pprriiddee aanndd ssoorrrrooww
ffooffff rr hheerr ffaaffff tthheerr,,rrrr ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ggiivveenn
hheerr ddeessiirree ttoo ssttuuddyy aattaaaa tthhee UUnniivveerr--
ssiittyy ooff EEddiinnbbuurrgghh aanndd bbeeccoommee aa
pphhyyssiicciiaann,, ttoo ““ttrraavvaaaa eell tthhee wwoorrlldd,,
lleeaarrnniinngg wwhheerree II mmaayy,,yyyy hheeaalliinngg
wwhheerreeIIccaann;;mmyyoonnllyyccoommppaanniioonnss,,
lleeaarrnneeddmmeennooff ffooffff rreeiiggnnppaarrttrrrr ss””..

TThhee oonnsseett ooff mmeennssttrruuaattiioonn
cchhaannggeess eevveerryyrrrr ttyyyy hhtttt iinngg ffooffff rr CChhaarrllootttttttt ee,,

wwhhoo ssuuddddeennllyy ffiiffff nnddss hheerrsseellff ““ttiieedd,,
cciinncchheedd,, hhooooppeedd,, ttrruusssseedd,, hhooookkeedd
aanndd bbuuttttoonneedd”” iinnttoo uunnbbeeaarraabbllee
ggaarrmmeennttss tthhaattaaaa bbaarreellyy aallllooww hheerr ttoo
eeaatt oorr ddrriinnkk,, aanndd ccoonnssttaannttllyy ttrriipp
hheerruupp..

AAlloonnggssiiddee aa ssuucccceessssffuuffff ll ccaarreeeerr aass
aa ppllaayywwrriigghhtt,, MMaaccDDoonnaalldd hhaass
ppuubblliisshheedd ttwwtttt oo ootthheerr nnoovveellss ssiinnccee
hheerr 11999966 ddeebbuutt,,FFaaFFFF llll oonnYYooYYYY uurrKKnnKKKK eeeessee ..
UUnnddeerrppiinnnneedd bbyy ssuubbssttaannttiiaall
rreesseeaarrcchh,, tthheeyy iimmmmeerrssee tthhee
rreeaaddeerr iinn ddiivveerrssee wwoorrllddss,, ffrrffff oomm
mmuullttiippllee ggeenneerraattiioonnss ooff aa ffaaffff mmiillyy
iinn MMaaccDDoonnaalldd’’ss nnaattiivvee CCaannaaddaa
dduurriinngg tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt hhaallff ooff tthhee 2200tthh
cceennttuurryy,,yyyy ttoo tthhee ssiimmmmeerriinngg tteenn--
ssiioonnss ooff tthhee ccoolldd wwaarr aanndd tthhee
CCuubbaann mmiissssiillee ccrriissiiss.. TThhiiss,, hheerr
ffooffff uurrtthh nnoovveell,, iiss aass rriicchh,, aammbbiittiioouuss
aanndd mmuullttii--llaayyeerreedd aass ffaannss wwiillll
hhaavvaaaa eeccoommeettooeexxppeecctt..
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W hhiillee tthhee pprraaccttiiccee
oo ff ss ll oo tt tt ii nn gg
ddrreeaammss iinnttoo ffiiffff cc--
ttiioonn iiss iinnccrreeaass--
iinnggllyy mmoocckkeedd,,

tthhtt ee ddrreeaammlliikkee eeffffffff eeffff cctt ooff ffeeffff vveerrss —— iinn
wwhhiicchh tthhee mmiinndd wwoobbbblleess aanndd
wwaarrppss uunnddeerr tthhee iinnffllffff uueennccee ooff iillll--
nneessss aanndd ddrruuggss —— iiss aa mmoorree
eesstteeeemmeedd lliitteerraarryy ddeevviiccee,,
eemmppllooyyeedd bbyy wwrriitteerrss lliikkee GGuussttaavvaaaa ee
FFllaauubbeerrtt aanndd CChhaarrlleess DDiicckkeennss.. IInn
TThhTTTT ee DDeettaaiillss,, IIaa GGeennbbeerrgg’’ss ffiirrsstt
bbooookk ttoo bbee ttrraannssllaatteedd iinnttoo EEnngg--
lliisshh,, tthhee SSwweeddiisshh nnoovveelliisstt aaddooppttss
tthhtt iisswwoooozzyyddeevviicceettooggrreeaattaaaa eeffffffff eeffff cctt..
TThhTTTT ee DDeettaaiillssllll ooppeennss iinn SSttoocckkhhoollmm

wwiitthh aann uunnnnaammeedd mmiiddddllee--aaggeedd
wwoommaann ggrriippppeedd bbyy aann uunnssppeecciiffiiffff eedd
vviirruuss ((tthhee bbooookk wwaass wwrriitttttttt eenn dduurr--
iinngg tthhee CCoovviidd--1199 ppaannddeemmiicc)).. AA
ssooaarriinngg tteemmppeerraattuurree ttrriiggggeerrss aa
rruummmmaaggaa ee tthhrroouugghh hheerr mmeemmoorryy,,yyyy
ffooffff rrmmiinngg aa ffrrffff aaggaa mmeennttaarryyrr nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee
ooff ffooffff uurr cchhaapptteerrss,, eeaacchh oonnee cceennttrreedd
aarroouunndd aa ffiiffff gguurree ffrrffff oomm hheerr ttwweenn--
ttiieess.. TThheessee cchhaarraacctteerr ssttuuddiieess eebbbb
aanndd ffllffff ooww ffrrffff oomm hheerr ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss
aass ““ttiimmee ffooffff llddss iinn oonn iittsseellff”” uunnddeerr
tthhtt ee iinnffllffff uueenncceeooff ffeeffff vveerr..rrrr

TThhee ssuubbjjbb eecctt ooff tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt sseeccttiioonn
iiss JJoohhaannnnaa,, tthhtttt ee nnaarrrraattaaaa oorr’’ss aaffffffff llffff uueenntt
aanndd aammbbiittiioouuss ffiirrsstt lloovvee,, wwhhoo
llooookkeedd aaffttffff eerr hheerr dduurriinngg aa bboouutt ooff
mmaallaarriiaa iinn tthhee 11999900ss.. SSuubbsseeqquueenntt

tthhaatt ssuucccceessss.. WWhhiillee tthhee ssppeecciiffiiffff ccss
ooff SSwweeddiisshh ssoocciiaallaaaa lliiffeeffff pprroovviiddee llooccaallaaaa
ffllffff aavvaaaa oouurr —— ppllaayyaaaa iinngg oouutt iinn tthhee bbaakk--
eerriieess aanndd bbaarrss ooff SSttoocckkhhoollmm’’ss
aarrcchhiippeellaaggoo —— iittss ddeeppiiccttiioonn ooff
rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss iinn eeaarrllyy aadduulltthhoooodd
hhaass uunniivveerrssaall aappppeeaall.. TThhee ttrraannss--
aaccttiioonnaall aassppeeccttss ooff ddeeaalliinngg wwiitthh
ffrrffff iieennddssaannddlloovveerrssaarreeppaarrttrrrr iiccuullaarrllyy
wweellll--oobbsseerrvvrrrr eedd,, aass iiss tthhee sseedduuccttiivvee
aappppeeaall ooff tthhee mmaannnneerriissmmss aanndd
ttrraaddiittiioonnss ooff ootthheerr ppeeooppllee’’ss ffaaffff mmii--
lliieess.. ““YYooYYYY uu ddiiddnn’’tt rraaiissee yyoouurr vvooiiccee
iinn JJoohhaannnnaa’’ss ffaammiillyy,,yyyy yyoouu jjuusstt
uuppppeedd yyoouurr ssppeeeedd aanndd tthhee
nnuummbbeerr ooff ccllaauusseess .. .. .. II wwaass
aattttrraacctteedd ttoo iitt,, II iinnhhaalleedd iitt,, II lleett
mmyysseellff bbee iimmpprreeggnnaatteedd bbyy hheerr
wwaayyaaaa ooff ssppeeaakkaaaa iinnggaannddbbeeiinngg..””

GGeennbbeerrggrr iiss ttrruuee ttoo tthhee ppaarrttiiccuu--
llaarrss ooff tthhee ppeerriioodd:: ggiirrllss aaddmmiirree
bbooyyss wwhhoo llooookk lliikkee tthhee AAmmeerriiccaann
aaccttoorr JJaammeess SSppaaddeerr,,rrrr tthhee mmeennttaallllyy
iillll aarree ddiissmmiisssseedd aass ““ffuucckkiinngg
uunnhhiinnggeedd”” aanndd mmoobbiillee pphhoonneess aarree
aa nnoovveellttyytt ..yyyy OOff tthhee eeuupphhoorriiaa aatt tthhee
ttuurrnn ooff tthhee mmiilllleennnniiuumm,, tthhee nnaarr--
rraattaaaa oorr rreeccaallllss hhooww iitt aallll ““sseeeemmeedd ssoo
ddiisspprrooppoorrttrrrr iioonnaattaaaa ee aaffttffff eerr tthhtt ee ffaaffff cctt,, ssoo
hheeaaddlleessss;; ssiillllyy iinnaawwaayyaaaa ””..

TThhee llaacckk ooff aa ccoonnvveennttiioonnaall pplloott
wwiillll ffrrffff uussttrraattaaaa ee ssoommee rreeaaddeerrss bbuutt iiss
ccoouunntteerreedd bbyy tthhtttt ee ccaarreeffuuffff ll mmaappppiinngg
ooff aa ppssyycchhee aanndd GGeennbbeerrggrr ’’ss eemmppaa--
tthheettiicc aapppprrooaacchh ttoo tthhee qquuiirrkkss aanndd
ffaaiilliinnggss ooff hheerr cchhaarraacctteerrss.. AAllll
thetherre e is is to to thethe  selself, f, obsobserverveess thethe
nnaarrrraattoorr,,rr aarree tthhee ““ttrraacceess ooff tthhee
ppeeoopplleewweerruubbuuppaaggaa aaiinnsstt””..

TThhee ggrreeaatteesstt aacchhiieevveemmeenntt ooff
tthhtttt iiss sshhoorrttrrrr aanndd aaffffffff eeffff ccttiinngg nnoovveell iiss iittss
pprreesseennttaattaaaa iioonn ooff tthhoossee eennccoouunntteerrss
aassoonnee lloonnggffeeffff vveerrddrreeaamm..
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HHeerr ffrreeeeddoomm aass aa wwaannddeerriinngg gghhoosstt
iiss aallssoo aann eedduuccaattiioonn,, aalllloowwiinngg hheerr ttoo
lleeaarrnn nneeww sskkiillllss aanndd oobbsseerrvvee nneeww ppeeoo--
ppllee.. BBuutt ssoommee ooff iitt iiss ttoooo llaattee.. WWhheenn sshhee
yyeeaarrnnss ffoorr ““bbeeccoommiinngg””,, aa BBuuddddhhiisstt--
eessqquuee vvaanniisshhiinngg iinnttoo tthhee nnaattaaaa uurraall wwoorrlldd
—— bbeeccoommiinngg aa rraaiinnddrroopp,, oorr aa ttrreeee —— iitt
rreeaaddss lliikkee ssaaddnneessss.. IInn ootthheerr cchhaarraacctteerrss,,
ttoooo,, tthheerree iiss aa ddeeeepp wwiisshh ttoo ddiissaappppeeaarr
aannddssttaarrttrrrr aaggaa aaiinn..

SSoommee ooff tthhee llaatteerr ssttoorriieess iinn NNooNNNN rrmmaall
RRuulleess DDoonn’’tt’’ AAppppllyyll ssttrraayyaaaa eedd aa lliitttttttt llee ttoooo ffaaffff rr
iinnttoo ffaaffff rrcciiccaall tteerrrriittoorryyrrrr ffooffff rr mmyy lliikkiinngg.. TThhee
ssttrroonnggeesstt ppiieecceess wewerree tteetthheerreedd mmoorree
ffiiffff rrmmllyy ttoo tthhee ggrroouunndd,, aanndd ffeeffff lltt lliikkee tthheeyy
hhaadd ssoommeetthhiinngg pprreecciissee ttoo ssaayyaaaa aabbaa oouutt hhooww
lliiffeeffff iinn ssmmaallll--ttoowwnn EEnnggllaanndd ccaann ssttaarrtt ttoo
ssuuffffffff ooffff ccaattaaaa ee ppeeooppllee,, bbrreeeeddiinngg ssmmaallll--mmiinndd--
eeddnneessss oorr ffooffff rrcciinngg ssttrraannggee eexxiittss.. WWiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee
iinntteerrccoonnnneecctteeddnneessss ooff tthhee vvaarriioouuss pplloottss
hheerree,, iitt’’ss tteemmppttiinngg ttoo iimmaaggaa iinnee aa ddiiffffffff eeffff rr--
eenntt,, mmoorree aammbbiittiioouuss wwoorrkk tthhaatt wwoouulldd
hhoolldd uupp aass aa ssttaattee--ooff--ff tthhee--nnaattiioonn nnoovveell..
AAttkkiinnssoonn iiss aaffttffff eerr aallll bbeesstt kknnoowwnn ffooffff rr hheerr
nnoovveellss,, wwiitthh aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnneerrss ssuucchh aass
BBeehhiinndd tthhee SScceenneess aatt tthheeMMuusseeuumm aannddLL ffii eeffff
aaffaa ttffff eerrLL ffii eeffff ttoohheerrnnaammee..

WWhhaattaaaa AAttkkiinnssoonn iiss mmoosstt kkeeeenn ttoo mmaakkee
cclleeaarr,,rr ssoommeettiimmeess wwiitthh oovveerr--pprroolliiffiicc
eexxccllaammaattaaaa iioonn mmaarrkkss,, iiss tthhaattaaaa hheerr cchhaarraacc--
tteerrss aarree ddeessppeerraatteellyy ttrryyiinngg —— aanndd ooffttffff eenn
ffaaffff iilliinngg —— nnoott ttoo ttaakkee tthhiinnggss ttoooo sseerriioouussllyy
((nnoott aattaaaa aallll!!)),, wwhhiillee aallssoo hhooppiinngg ffooffff rr mmaass--
tteerryyrrrr oovveerr tthhtttt eeiirreexxiisstteennccee..

AAss iiff ttoo sshhooww hhooww iimmppoossssiibbllee tthhiiss
ccaann bbee,, tthheerree’’ss aann iinnssiiddee jjookkee iinn ““DDooggss iinn
JJeeooppaarrddyy”” wwhheenn lloosstt ssoouull FFrraannkklliinn
aattaaaa tttttt eemmppttss ttoo iimmpprreessss aa wwoommaann aattaaaa aa ppaarrttyytttt
wwiitthh tthhee oouuttlliinnee ooff hhiiss ““GGrreeaatt NNoovveell””
((wwhhiicchh hhaass aa nnoott ddiissssiimmiillaarr pprreemmiissee
ttoo tthhee ttiimmeelliinnee--hhooppppiinngg iinn LLiiffii eeffff aaffaa ttffff eerr
LL ffii eeffff )).. IItt wwiillll,, hhee ssaayyaaaa ss,, ““rree--ccrreeaattaaaa ee tthhee ffrrffff aacc--
ttaall iinn ffiiffff ccttiivvee ffooffff rrmm —— aann eennddlleessssllyy bbiiffuuffff rr--
ccaattaaaa iinngg nnaarrrraattaaaa iivvee,, bbaasseedd nnoott oonn mmaakkiinngg aa
cchhooiiccee bbuutt oonn mmaakkiinngg aallll ppoossssiibbllee
cchhooiicceess””.. TToo wwhhiicchh tthhee wwoommaann rreepplliieess::
““KKiillllmmeennooww..wwww””

IIff FFrraannkklliinn’’ss iiddeeaa ssoouunnddss rriiddiiccuu--
lloouuss,, NNooNNNN rrmmaall RRuulleess DDoonn’’tt AAppppllyyll iiss mmuucchh
mmoorree ppeerrssuuaassiivvee,, tthhaannkkss ttoo aa ssttrroonngg
uunnddeerrttooww ooff aauutthhoorriiaall ccoonnttrrooll aammiidd
tthhtttt eecchhaaooss..

RReeiinnccaarrnnaattiioonn ooff cchhaarraacctteerrss ffllffff iittttiinngg
bbaacckk aanndd ffooffff rrtthh bbeettwwtttt eeeenn ssttoorriieess ccrreeaatteess
aa cclleevveerr aanntthhoollooggyy ssttrruuccttuurree.. IItt aallssoo
aaccttss aass aa ccrroosssswwoorrdd--lliikkee eexxeerrcciissee iinn
wwhhiicchh tthhee rreeaaddeerr iiss aallwwaayyaaaa ss lleeffttffff gguueessssiinngg
wwhhiicchh eelleemmeenntt ooff eeaacchh ssttoorryy wwiillll ccaarrrryy
iinnttootthhtttt eenneexxtt..

MMuucchh ooff tthhee ddeelliigghhtt iinn NNooNNNN rrmmaall RRuulleess
DDoonn’’tt’’’’ AAppppllyyll ccoommeess ffrrffff oomm bbeeiinngg ssuurrpprriisseedd
bbyywwhhoollaannddsswwhheerree..
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K aattaaaa ee AAttAAAA kkiinnssoonn’’ss nneeww ccoolllleeccttiioonn
ooff ssttoorriieess ccoommeess wwiitthh aa
ddeeaaddppaann wwaarrnniinngg iinn tthhee ttiittllee..
NNoorrmmaall rruulleess rreeaallllyy ddoonn’’tt
aappppllyy iinn NNooNNNN rrmmaall RRuulleess DDoonn’’tt

AAppppllyyll ,,yyyy aa cceelleebbrraattiioonn ooff aann aanniimmiisstt uunnii--
vveerrssee iinn wwhhiicchh ddooggss ssppeeaakk,, gghhoossttss wwaattaaaa cchh
tteelleevviissiioonn,, aanndd ffllffff oocckkss ooff sshheeeepp ddiiee ssuudd--
ddeennllyy oonn hhiillllssiiddeess,, aass iiff ““ppuusshheedd oovveerr bbyy
aaggiiaanntthhaanndd””..

TThheerree iiss nnoo oovveerraarrcchhiinngg ddeeiittyytttt aattaaaa wwoorrkk
hheerree,, bbuutt rraatthheerr ““aa ccrraacckk iinn tthhee ddaarrkk””
tthhrroouugghh wwhhiicchh AAttkkiinnssoonn’’ss uunnrreemmaarrkkaa--
bbllee,, eevveenn hheellpplleessssllyy oorrddiinnaarryyrrrr cchhaarraacctteerrss
—— aanndd aa mmeennaaggeerriiee ooff aanniimmaallss,, ttoooo ——
eessccaappee iinnttootthhtttt eeiirrnneexxtt lliivveess..

TThhee ffiiffff rrsstt ssttoorryyrrrr ,,yyyy ““TThhee VVooVVVV iidd””,, iiss aann aappoocc--
aallyyppttiicc vviissiioonn iinn wwhhiicchh ffooffff rr ffiiffff vvee mmiinnuutteess
eevveerryy ddaayy ddaarrkknneessss ddeesscceennddss aanndd
iinnssttaanntt ddeeaattaaaa hhtttt ssttrriikkeess mmoosstt bbuutt nnoott aallll lliiffeeffff
oouuttddoooorrss ((bbiirrddss aarree mmyysstteerriioouussllyy
ssppaarreedd)).. ““TThheeuunniivveerrsseehhaaddbblliinnkkeekkkk dd..””

IInn aa ffaaffff iinntt ppaarraabbllee ooff CCoovviidd--1199,, ppeeooppllee
mmaakkee mmiissttaakkeess aanndd ssttiillll ggeett ccaauugghhtt oouutt,,
eevveenn tthhoouugghh tthhee bbllaacckkoouuttss rruunn lliikkee
cclloocckkwwkkkk oorrkk aanndd ccaann bbee aavvaaaa ooiiddeedd bbyy ssttaayyaaaa --
iinngg iinnddoooorrss..

AAttkkiinnssoonn’’ss sseettttiinngg,, aa qquuiieett ppaattcchh ooff
rruurraall,, mmiiddddllee--ccllaassss YYooYYYY rrkksshhiirree,, aaddddss ssaalltt
ttoo hheerr ssttoorriieess.. TThhiiss iiss aa lliittttllee EEnnggllaanndd
tthhaatt hhaass rreessiisstteedd cchhaannggee bbuutt ccrraacckklleess
hheerree wwiitthh mmiisscchhiieeff.. IItt’’ss aass iiff AAttkkiinnssoonn
ssttiicckkss hheerr hhaanndd iinn aa ssoocckkeett bbeeffooffff rree sshhee
ssiittss ddoowwnn ttoo wwrriittee,, aanndd rruunnss aa jjoolltt
tthhrroouugghh tthhee lliivveess ooff ppeeooppllee wwhhoo aallrreeaaddyy
sseeeemm ttoo bbee ddrriivviinngg tthheemmsseellvveess mmaadd
wwiitthhtttt bboorreeddoomm..

SSoommeettiimmeess AAttkkiinnssoonn sseeiizzeess tthhiiss aass aann
ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ffoorr hhuummoouurr.. AA yyoouunngg
mmootthheerr iinn ““TThhee VVooVVVV iidd”” iiss aannxxiioouussllyy ccoonn--
tteemmppllaattaaaa iinngg bbuuyyiinngg aann eexxppeennssiivvee wwaattaaaa eerr--
mmeelloonn iinn WWaaWWWW iittrroossee —— wwiiddeellyy sseeeenn aass tthhee
pprreeffeeffff rrrreedd ssuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett ooff tthhee UUKK’’ss mmiidd--
ddllee ccllaasssseess —— wwhheenn tthhee ddaarrkknneessss ssttrriikkeess..
CCaassttiinngg WWaaiittrroossee aass aann aappooccaallyyppssee--
pprrooooff sshheelltteerr iiss qquuiittee aa nneeaatt jjookkee,, aanndd
AAttAAAA kktttt iinnssoonn iinnttrroodduucceess ssllyy rreeffeeffff rreenncceess eellssee--
wwhheerree ttoo tthhee wwaayy iinn wwhhiicchh mmoonneeyy iiss
rreeiinnccaarrnnaattaaaa eedd iinn mmiiddddllee--ccllaassss ffaaffff mmiilliieess ——
““MMuummmmyy’’ss MMuummmmyy’’ss mmoonneeyy””,, aass aa
ssttuuffffffff yyffff ssoocciiaalliittee ssaayyaaaa ss iinn ““TThhee IInnddiissccrreeeett
CChhaarrmmooff tthhtttt eeBBoouurrggrr eeooiissiiee””..

FFoorr aallll tthhee sspprriigghhttlliinneessss ooff tthheessee ssttoo--
rriieess,, aanndd tthhtttt ee ffuuffff nnddaammeennttaall ffooffff nnddnneessss tthhtttt aattaaaa
AAttkkiinnssoonn eexxpprreesssseess ffooffff rr hheerr cchhaarraacctteerrss,,
tthheerree iiss aa ddiissttiinncctt mmeellaanncchhoollyy,,yyyy ttoooo.. SSeecc--
rreettaarryyrrrr MMaannddyy,,yyyy wwhhoohhaassaallaaaa wwaayyaaaa ssbbeeeennssuubb--
oorrddiinnaattaaaa ee iinn hheerr ccaarreeeerr,,rrrr iinn ssoocciieettyytttt aanndd iinn
hheerr hhoommee lliiffeeffff ,, iiss ggrraanntteedd aa ssppeectctrraall sseecc--
oonnddaaccttaaffttffff eerrddeeaattaaaa hhtttt iinn““BBlliitthhtttt eeSSppiirriitt””..
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cchhaapptteerrss ffooffff ccuuss oonn NNiikkii,, hheerr ffeeffff rraall
ffllffff aattaaaa mmaattaaaa ee aattaaaa uunniivveerrssiittyytttt ;; AAlleejjee aannddrroo,,
aa mmuussiicciiaann wwiitthh wwhhoomm sshhee hhaadd aann
iinntteennssee ffllffff iinngg;; aanndd BBiirrggrr iitttttttt ee,, aa ffiiffff gguurree
wwhhoo oobblliiqquueellyy sshhaappeedd hheerr
aapppprrooaacchhttooccaauuttiioonnaannddttrruusstt..

WWhhiillee tthhee mmiinnuuttiiaaee ooff tthheessee
ffooff uurr cchhaarraacctteerrss aarree eexxaammiinneedd,,
GeGennbbeerrggrr wwiitthhhhoollddss ddeettaaiillss ooff hheerr
pprroottaaggaa oonniisstt;; yyeett aa ppoorrttrraaiitt ggrraadduu--

aallllyy eemmeerrggrr eess,, rreeffllffff eecctteedd bbaacckk ffrrffff oomm
hheerr ddeeaalliinnggss wwiitthh ootthheerrss.. IItt iiss aa
ppiiccttuurree ooff aann iinntteelllliiggeenntt,, bbiisseexxuuaall
wwoommaann wwhhoo,, wwhhiillee aatttttttt eennttiivvee aanndd
ddiisscceerrnniinngg,, aalllloowwss hheerrsseellff ttoo bbee
ssuubbssuummeedd iinnttoo tthhee rroouuttiinneess aanndd
wwhhiimmssooff tthhtttt oosseeaarroouunnddhheerr..rrrr
TThhTTTT ee DDeettaaiillss wwaass aa bbeessttsseelllleerr iinn

SSwweeddeenn,, wwhheerree iitt wwoonn TThhee AAuugguusstt
PPrriizzee ffoorr bbeesstt ffiiccttiioonn bbooookk ooff
22002222.. AAnn eelleeggaanntt ttrraannssllaattiioonn bbyy
KKiirraa JJoosseeffssffff ssoonn ddeesseerrvvrrrr eess ttoo rreeppeeaattaaaa

All there is to the
self are the ‘traces
of the people we
rub up against’

FFaayynnee’’ss pprriimmaarryy nnaarrrraattiivvee
iiss iinntteerrssppeerrsseedd wwiitthh lleetttteerrss
tthhaatt ddeeppiicctt aannootthheerr ttiimmeelliinnee,,
iinn wwhhiicchh CChhaarrllootttttttt ee’’ss IIrriisshh--AAmmeerrii--
ccaann mmootthheerr mmaarrrriieess LLoorrdd HHeennrryy
aanndd bbeeccoommeess pprreeggnnaanntt,, bbeeffooffff rree
lloossiinnggsseevveerraallaaaa bbaabbaa iieess..

TThhiiss tthheemmee,, ooff lliivveess lloosstt bbeeffooffff rree
tthheeyy hhaavvaaaa ee bbeegguunn,, hhaass ppeerrvvaaddeedd
ssoommee ooff MMaaccDDoonnaalldd’’ss pprreevviioouuss
cchhaarraacctteerr ssttuuddiieess:: tthhee wwhhaatt--iiff
mmoommeennttss,,tthhee qquuiivveerriinngg ffrrffff oonnttiieerr
bbeettwweeeenn lliiffeeffff aanndd ddeeaatthh,, aarrrriivvaallss
aannddddeeppaarrttrrrr uurreess..

CChhaarrlloottttee’’ss ddiissccoovveerryy ooff aa
wwoommaann’’ss ccllooaakk oouutt oonn tthhee mmoooorrss,,
““aa ggrreeaatt ffiibbrroouuss sshhrroouudd”” pprree--
sseerrvveedd iinn tthhee bboogg,, iiss jjuusstt oonnee ooff
mmaannyy iinnttrriigguuiinngg cclluueess ppeeppppeerreedd
tthhrroouugghhoouutt,, ppiieecceess ooff tthhrreeaadd
ttwwiissttiinngg ttooggeetthheerr aatt llaasstt aass tthhee
nnoovveell rreeaacchheess iittssccoonncclluussiioonn..

IItt iiss wwoonnddeerrffuullllyy,,yyyy
eellaabboorraatteellyy GGootthhiicc,,
aammbbiittiioouuss iinn iittss ssccooppee
aanndd llaanngguuaaggaa ee —— aa mmiixx
ooff llaattee 1199tthh--cceennttuurryy
EEnngglliisshh,, SSccoottss aanndd
GGaaeelliicc.. AAnndd MMaaccDDoonn--
aalldd hhaass ccrreeaatteedd aa
vviivviidd,, hhuuggeellyy lliikkeeaabbllee
cchhaarraacctteerr iinn CChhaarr--
llootttttttt ee,, iinn aallll hheerr ccuurriiooss--
iittyytttt aanndd uunniinntteennttiioonnaall
ccoommeeddyy..yyyy

TThhiiss iiss ffiiffff ccttiioonn aatt iittss
bbeesstt,, sskkiillffuuffff llllyy ccaappttuurr--
iinngg lliiffeeffff ’’ss cchhaaooss aanndd tthhee
bboouunnddaarriieess tthhaatt aarree
ssuuppppoosseedd ttoo ccoonnttaaiinn
iitt,, aa ssttoorryyrrrr ooff ddeeaattaaaa hh aanndd
ddeessiirree aanndd bbeeaattiinngg,,
bbllooooddyyhheeaarrttrrrr ss..

                                                                    A
lam
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Suzanne Valadon | A boldly curated show in Metz places 

the painter in an art-historical context. By Caroline Roux

T here is only one English-
language biography of the 
French artist Suzanne Vala-
don — Renoir’s Dancer, a title 
that doubtless thrilled the 

marketing department of its publisher, 
Icon Books. Valadon was indeed a major 
model and muse, and sat endlessly for 
the already famous Renoir, but in her 
lifetime she also became a serious and 
feted artist in her own right.

Now, as a robust exhibition at Centre 
Pompidou-Metz deftly demonstrates, 
though she posed in a frothy white 
ballgown for Renoir’s “Danse à la ville”, 
as the hard-faced girl in Toulouse-
Lautrec’s “The Hangover”, and as a sen-
sual siren for Puvis de Chavannes, it 
is her vibrant paintings, as well as 
her drawings and etchings, that deserve 
our attention. 

Valadon, who lived from 1865 to 1938, 
painted without inhibition or flattery, 
cleaving to a brilliantly hued realism. 
Her self-portraits are searing observa-
tions of womanhood — in the last of 
them she is a tough, bare-breasted 66-
year-old. Those commissioned by soci-
ety and friends, from which she made a 
good living in the 1920s and 1930s, are 
equally unforgiving. Lucie Valore, a 
wealthy collector, is shown as puffy and 
stern. By 1937, when it was painted, she 
had married Valadon’s son, the painter 
Maurice Utrillo, and was about to turn 
him against her.

Even close family members don’t 
escape Valadon’s forensic gaze. In a por-
trait of her niece Maria Coca and daugh-

Above right: ‘Marie Coca 
et sa fille Gilberte’ (1913)

Below, from top: ‘L’avenir 
dévoilé ou La tireuse 
de cartes’ (1912); ‘Le 
lancement de filet’ (1914)  
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Lyon; Genève, 
Association des Amis du Petit Palais; 
Centre Pompidou

ter Gilberte, made in 1913, the sitters 
face in opposite directions and a pall of 
misery infuses the picture.

At the Pompidou, director Chiara 
Parisi, who also curated the show, has 
taken an art-historical view of the art-
ist’s career, and interspersed the assem-
blage of 130 works by Valadon with a 
further 40 by her peers. “I wanted to put 
her in context,” says Parisi. Among 
them are a gorgeous still life by Cézanne, 
with whom Valadon shares a palette of 
saturated colours, and a sensational 
portrait of Valadon by Toulouse-
Lautrec, who was also her lover; it was 

buried in a store in Wuppertal,
Germany, until Parisi dug it out.

Toulouse-Lautrec’s influence can be 
seen in works such as Valadon’s “Nude 
in Boots”, a quick study of a confident 
showgirl naked but for her stockings 
and boots. Lautrec also gave her the 
name Suzanne, although she was really 
called Marie-Clémentine: the new name 
was after the biblical parable of Susanna 
and the Elders, alluding to the amount 
of time she spent with older men.

Parisi didn’t want to hang Valadon’s 
appeal on her rollicking rags-to-riches-
to-rags life story — such a sensational 
tale of its times that it reads like the plot 
of a Zola novel. Valadon came to Paris 
from the poor, rural Limousin region 
aged five with her unmarried mother 
Madeleine. They landed in Montmartre 
where Suzanne ran riot, played truant 
and really did join the circus.

By the age of 15, she had tumbled dis-
astrously off her trapeze and, after 
recovering, started making a living as an 
artist’s model, most notably for Puvis de 
Chavannes. She had her son Maurice at 
18 (fellow artist Miquel Utrillo claimed 

Valadon painted without 
inhibition or flattery, 
cleaving to a brilliantly 
hued realism

Morisot, upper class and a rare female 
member of the Impressionists, has been 
far more easily absorbed into the story 
of art.) Meanwhile, tastes were chang-
ing as she neared her death. From early 
in the 20th century, Cubists, Construc-
tivists and Surrealists were changing the 
artistic landscape and Valadon’s style 
was going out of fashion. 

Now, though, it seems that Valadon’s 
skill and confidence as an artist have 
prevailed. She has a sense of volume 
that shows a unique understanding of 
the body in space that she may have 
learnt first as a sitter then as a painter: 
less an autodidact than someone whose 
education was entirely experiential. 
Her pictures have a sculptural force and 
an unflinching presence that has not 
gone away.

In 1930, the French art critic René 
Barotte said: “I do not know what will 
last of the visual art of our era, but Vala-
don’s work, elaborated in solitude, will 
remain outside time, like something at 
once sensitive, pure and strong.” Nearly 
100 years later, this exhibition proves 
him right. 

At Centre Pompidou-Metz until 
September 11, then Musée d’arts de Nantes, 
October 27-February 11 2024. 
centrepompidou-metz.fr

a lounging Olympia is being read her 
cards. The future could be bleak.

The strong line Valadon developed in 
her early days of drawing, then engrav-
ing, often follows through to her paint-
ings: everything from figures to flowers 
are at times circumscribed with a heavy 
black line. In “The Blue Room”, from 
1923, one of her very best works, the line 
traces the body of a large woman lying 
on a couch, a truculent expression in her 
eyes, a cigarette in her lips. In her pink 
camisole and stripy pyjama pants, she is 
categorically modern; this is a face that 
will never be troubled by anything as 
submissive as a simper.

That Valadon needs reintroduction as 
an artist is not just a matter of misogyny, 
or class, though both have certainly 
played their part in the obscurity that 
has enveloped her reputation since her 
death. She was a realist painter, a figura-
tive painter, and though touched by 
Fauvism, impression, symbolism and 
even classicism, she deliberately chose 
not subscribe to any school. (Berthe 

At one with the body
paternity, though society preferred
Chavannes), who went on to be blighted 
by alcohol and mental illness but 
became a very successful artist.

By 19, she had started making her own 
drawings, then Edgar Degas taught her 
etching. An affair with the overly obses-
sive Erik Satie (who gets a tiny corner 
here) was followed by marriage to a 
stockbroker. But eventually André 
Utter, a 23-year-old friend of Maurice, 
swept her away (she was 44), managed 
her career and spent her money. As 
did Valadon herself, with a penchant 
for furs, chauffeur-driven cars and
lavish dinners. 

Utter also made appalling porno-
graphic paintings, of which there is one 
on show here, doubtless a self-portrait 
of a particularly blunt doggy-style 
encounter, rather incorrectly named 
“Scène érotique”. Though their rela-
tionship faltered, they are buried 
together in the Saint-Ouen cemetery 
outside Paris.

“She did want a different kind of life 
than the one she was born to,” concedes 
Parisi, who chose the title A World of Her 
Own for the exhibition. “She was really 
daring for a woman of her time, a real 
adventuress.” 

Elaborating the story through the art 
itself, Parisi opens the show with Vala-
don’s first major painting, made in 1909. 
A remarkable portrayal of herself and 
Utter as Adam and Eve, it is most likely 
the first male nude painted by a western 
woman. (A fancy garland of fig leaves 
had to be added when it was shown in 
the Salon des Indépendants 11 years 
later.) Next to it is “The Fortune Teller”, 
an unnerving symbolist scene, in which 

Main: ‘Catherine 
nue allongée sur 
une peau de 
panthère’ (1923) 

Above right: 
‘Été, dit aussi 
Adam et Ève’ 
(1909) 

Below, from top: 
‘The Hangover’ 
(1887-89) by 
Henri de 
Toulouse 
Lautrec; 
‘La Chambre 
bleue’ (1923) 
Lucien Arkas Collection; 
Centre Pompidou; Alamy
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Clockwise from 
main: ‘Mary 
Tudor and 
Charles 
Brandon, 1st 
Duke of Suffolk’ 
(c1533-35) by an 
unidentified 
English artist; 
‘Robert Dudley, 
Earl of 
Leicester’ 
(c1571-74) by 
Nicholas 
Hilliard; 
‘Elizabeth I’ 
(c1595-1600) by 
Hilliard; ‘Louis 
XII’ (c1510-14) 
from the 
workshop of 
Jean Perréal  
Woburn Abbey Collection; 
Victoria and Albert Museum; 
Royal Collection Trust

E very quarter of a century or 
so, the model for cultural 
spaces in London seems to 
undergo a radical shift. Fifty 
years ago was the era of Bru-

talist arts complexes such as the South-
bank Centre, the National Theatre and 
the Barbican — bold, concrete-built
gestures of a new kind of public archi-
tecture. In the 1990s and early 2000s, 
we saw the repurposing of abandoned 
industrial behemoths: power stations, 
factories and warehouses reimagined as 
powerhouses of art. Now it appears that 
the latest paradigm has arrived: leftover 
spaces in generic office blocks.

Two recent examples embody this 
shift. The @Sohoplace theatre, which 
opened its doors late last year, was billed 
as the first new-build theatre in Lon-
don’s West End for 50 years. The other is 
the Lightroom, which opened earlier 
this year with a wraparound, big-screen 
David Hockney “experience” deep in the 
bowels of an office block in King’s Cross. 
The two feature the same pairing of 
architects — commercial giants Allford 
Hall Monaghan Morris (AHMM) for the 
buildings, and Haworth Tompkins for 
the cultural “insertions” inside. 

Despite the apparent similarities, the 
projects are very different. Soho Place —
 as the main building is called — sits on 
Charing Cross Road, next to where the 
scuzzy, sticky and much-loved Astoria 

music venue once stood. What was once 
the seedy edge of Soho now looks like a 
poor simulacrum of New York’s enshit-
tified Times Square. Shabby shopfronts 
have been replaced by banal architect -
ure, big brands, plate-glass, chrome and 
queasy LED displays — advertising mas-
querading as public art. 

This particular building looks like a 
sawn-off Hong Kong skyscraper from 
the 1990s. The corner is dreadful, as if 
the building’s designers had never seen 
an urban junction before. The interior is 
hardly better: a garish cocktail of cruise-
ship mirrored stairs, Dubai hotel and 

nightclub lighting, all exposed to the 
street in plate glass. 

After all this, the theatre itself, up on 
the first floor, comes as a surprise. A 
dark oval with gently glowing balcony 
fronts, it feels small despite its 600-plus 
seats. Flexible and intimate, fully adapt-
able between thrust-stage and in-the-
round stagings, it invites intensity. Fit-
tingly, given that Haworth Tompkins 
have virtually monopolised London the-
atre these past 20 years — their projects 
include the rebuilt Young Vic and the 
restored Theatre Royal, Drury Lane — it 
is an understated piece of work. 

Another Howarth Tompkins theatre 
is long gone: their temporary Almeida, 
erected in just 17 weeks in 2001 while 
the Almeida proper, a 19th-century edi-
fice, was being reconfigured. It inhab-
ited a disused bus garage between an 
adult video store and a head shop, in the 
still-shady King’s Cross. 

These days the area has been cleaned 
up and commodified, and its giant new 
buildings — among them Google’s 
insanely huge “landscraper” and the 
upscale Coal Drops Yard shopping mall 
— can appear overbearing. Two decades 
on, Haworth Tompkins have returned 
with a cultural venue to match the new 
corporate era.

This time, the container is another 
generic AHMM block, this one a little 
more restrained than in Soho. The 

nated by a flock of napkin-wrapped 
lightbulbs, echoing those at the Bridge 
theatre. Then comes a descent down-
stairs and a series of slightly sinister, 
dark corridors. With the black walls, 
exposed ducts, cabling and unfinished 
floors, it feels like you shouldn’t be here 
— which adds a frisson of expectation. 

Then there is the room itself, a huge 
subterranean cube. There are terraces 
and scattered small cubes for seating, 
each of which function as surfaces for 
visual projections. The experience is 
oddly trippy. It could equally function as 
a cinema, a theatre, a place for installa-
tion art or performance, or a nightclub.

Characterful as they are, there’s little 
doubt that many of London’s listed his-

toric theatres, those gilt-and-velvet halls 
of the West End, struggle to meet mod-
ern demands. Theatre producers fight 
to squeeze shows that were originally 
staged in the round or in other configu-
rations behind their picture-box pro-
scenium arches.

 Audiences, meanwhile, battle with 
the impossibly steep stairs, inaccessible 
and mean seating, interrupted sight 
lines and stuffy air. Though some can be 
restored, if money is available — 
Haworth Tompkins’ £60mn refurbish-
ment of Drury Lane is a case in point — 
there is little doubt that more space, and 
more flexible performance space is 
needed in London. 

Stuffing these new venues into left -
over commercial capacity, now that the 
demand for office space is collapsing, 
looks increasingly like the future for arts 
organisations facing funding squeezes, 
the lingering after-effects of Covid and 
the ballooning costs of building pur-
pose-built spaces. 

Others are already on the way. Cole-
church House, a new office develop-
ment by Foster + Partners on the south-
ern end of London Bridge, is being 
designed to accommodate a new theatre 
for the Southwark Playhouse, sched-
uled to open on 2025 — yet another 
insertion into a banal, overscaled build-
ing. Whatever we think of projects like 
this, they are apparently here to stay.

All the world’s a stage — or at least unused office space can be
Architecture | ‘Cultural insertion’ not only breathes new life into empty commercial property, it’ can address London’s squeezed West End theatre capacity, writes Edwin Heathcote

The foyer of the 
Lightroom in an 
office block in 
King’s Cross, 
London — Philip Vile

T he couple are together but 
seem far apart. His hand 
lightly clasps her arm, but 
the distance between their 
bodies suggests he might be 

restraining her from walking away. 
Above them, the gilt curlicues of the 
archway echo their gilded robes yet also 
recall the framing techniques of reli-
gious paintings. This sumptuous pair 
could pass as saints or royalty, but it’s 
hard to imagine them as lovers.

Yet Jakob Fugger and Sybilla Artzt 
were man and wife. This painting, by 
the German artist Hans Burgkmair the 
Elder, was made to commemorate their 
wedding in 1498. Fugger was 39, Artzt 
just 18, but such disparities raised no 
eyebrows in Renaissance Europe. Fug-
ger was the banker to emperors and 
popes. Artzt was the daughter of a high-
ranking Augsburg patrician. Their 
union was less one of souls than of 
power and wealth.

Capturing the tension between emo-
tional chill and material warmth that 
crackled through many — though not all 
— of the era’s high-born unions, the pic-
ture is a perfect opening to Painted Love: 
Renaissance Marriage Portraits, a small 
but fascinating exhibition at Bath’s Hol-
burne Museum.

Portraiture, a newly buoyant genre in 
the Renaissance era, served many pur-
poses. From testifying to a subject’s 
prestige — only the wealthy could afford 
a likeness — and commemorating them 
beyond their own lifetime, a portrait 
could also serve as a calling card for a 
potential spouse. In Bath, a portrait of 
the French king Louis XII from the 
workshop of Jean Perréal may have been 
brought over to the court of Henry VIII 
to help broker the marriage between 
Louis and Henry’s sister, Mary Tudor. 

Gazing sternly into the middle dis-
tance, the 52-year-old Louis does not 
look an inviting prospect for the lively 
18-year-old princess, who was already 
enamoured of Charles Brandon, the 
Duke of Suffolk. Less than three months 
after their wedding, Louis was dead. 
Two months later, and against the 
express command of her brother, Mary 
married Brandon secretly in France.

It’s a coup for the Holburne to have 
acquired not only Louis’ portrait, on 
loan from the Royal Collection, but also 

Portraits | An exhibition in Bath of 

Renaissance marriage paintings is an 

arresting display of dynastic wealth 

and influence. By Rachel Spence

Soho Place’s varying stage layouts

underground space was originally 
intended to accommodate yet another 
Haworth Tompkins theatre, the sister 
venue to the Bridge near Tower Bridge. 
But plans were shelved during the pan-
demic and the vast subterranean room 
given over to immersive digital experi-
ences instead.  

You approach the space via a large 
lobby and café — a simple room illumi-

Characterful as they are, 
many of the historic gilt-
and-velvet theatres struggle 
to meet modern demands

Rise of the power couple
by showing him in profile in the manner 
of Roman emperors, and distilling his 
image down to the plain blocks of colour 
that comprise his crimson sleeves, black 
tabard, salmon-pink cheekbone and 
caramel-brown coiffure.

The anonymous lady in the c1465 por-
trait by Alesso Baldovinetti next to Leo-
nello would have made him a perfect 
bride. Also seen in profile, her Botticelli-
blonde hair and porcelain complexion 
speak of the idealised fantasies of beauty 

that were part and parcel of neo-Pla-
tonic thought. Here, we know the 

woman is already married, for she 
is shown wearing the gold and 

white dress bestowed on her 
by her husband, which dis-
plays the palm leaves and 
gold feathers that were his 
family’s coat of arms. 

Did the real woman look 
like that? Painters, particu-

larly when they were making 
an image of a potential bride or 

groom, walked a perilous line 

between flattering their subject 
and capturing a true likeness. 
If a portrait was too compli-
mentary, disappointment 
might result when the 
pair finally came face to 
face. The fraught rela-
tionship between artist, 
sitter and commissioner 
was explored by Maggie 
O’Farrell in her recent novel 
The Marriage Portrait, a fic-
tionalised account of the machi-
nations behind the marriage of Luc-
rezia de’ Medici and Alfonso II d’Este in 
1558. Exposing the repressions suffered 
by high-born Renaissance wives — Luc-
rezia was thought to have been mur-
dered by Alfonso — it’s the perfect com-
plement to the Holburne show. 

During this era, female beauty was 
seen as manifestation of inner virtue. 
Women’s unnaturally flawless visages 
made it not only into oil paintings but 
also on to what were known as marriage 
bowls — decorated dishes prominently 

displayed during the lavish wedding cel-
ebrations. In Bath, a demure blonde in a 
high collar and yellow bodice decorates 
“Bowl with Ierolima Bella” (1530-45), a 
majolica bowl that may have been a gift 
to a woman named Ierolima. Also on 
show is a bronze bowl that uses coats of 
arms, the couple’s initials and imagery 
— including the sinister motif of a snake 
swallowing a child — to commemorate 
the marriage of Giovanni Battista 
Annoni, scion to a wealthy Milanese 
merchant dynasty, and Silvia Visconti, a 
noblewoman, around 1570. 

In 16th-century England, possibilities 
for royal marriage portraits dwindled as 
Elizabeth I, aware of her vulnerability as 
a female ruler, remained resolutely sin-
gle. Having spurned suitors including 
Philip II of Spain and Francis, Duke of 
Alençon, heir to the French throne, for 
many years, Elizabeth’s favourite was 
Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester — who 
was already married. 

In Bath, a magnificent portrait of 
Dudley by Steven van der Meulen 
painted around 1561 shows the earl in 
heroic vein, a dagger through the belt of 
his gold-embroidered silver doublet, 
and his hunting dog gazing up at him 
with the genuine devotion absent in 
many human faces here. 

As Dudley and Elizabeth’s liaison 
illustrates, romance and intrigue 

swirled around the English court. Little 
wonder that the art of miniatures, which 
were sufficiently small to be worn 
secretly at a lover’s breast, flourished. 
Doyen of the genre was Nicholas 
Hilliard, whose miniatures of both Eliz-
abeth and Dudley are exhibited along-
side each other here. Dudley looks 
severe and dignified as he gazes over his 
high lace ruff and gold-embroidered 
doublet. The Queen’s face, however, has 
the blank whiteness of an egg, despite 
the fact that she was 60 or thereabouts 
when Hilliard painted her. 

In truth, this portrait was made to be 
circulated beyond Dudley’s orbit. Made 
in 1595-1600, after the Queen’s position 
grew insecure owing to foreign threats 
and her lack of an heir, it was designed 
not only to immortalise Elizabeth as a 
timeless icon of national security, but to 
be copied by other artists so that the 

Queen’s subjects could wear it as a sign 
of their loyalty. 

Underscoring her unim-
peachable right to reign, 

Elizabeth’s gown and ruff 
are smothered in such 
heavy gemstones and 
gold that they must have 
been as burdensome to 
wear as they are beauti-

ful. To paint such tiny 
motifs with such clarity 

testifies to Hilliard’s training 
as a goldsmith. His toolbox 

included “a pretty little tooth of 
some ferret or stoat” especially for 
applying the raised white paint that 
evoked pearls.

That painters went to such lengths is 
testament to the significance of por-
traits in the pre-modern era. That the 
relationships they commemorated were 
often tainted as well as painted in no 
way detracts from these images’ power-
ful charm.

To October 1, holburne.org 

Painters walked a perilous 
line between flattering 
their subject and 
capturing a true likeness

Woburn Abbey’s portrait of Mary and 
her second husband by an anonymous 
English artist. Showing the pair stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder, their fingers 
intertwined beneath smug, private 
smiles, this image of nuptial bliss is gen-
uinely convincing. 

Eventually Henry VIII forgave Mary 
and Brandon, but the tension their wed-
ding provoked testifies to an era when 
dynastic unions were too important to 
be sacrificed for mere love matches. In 
Italy, matters were complicated by 
rivalry between different states. Yet 
the country’s sophistication in 
matters of art and philosophy, 
particularly as a passion for 
the classical world enveloped 
the peninsula, ensured that 
the Italian portraits are 
some of the best on offer. 

A portrait of Leonello 
d’Este, Marquis of Ferrara, by 
Giovanni da Oriolo in 1447, 
delivers the north Italian ruler 
as the epitome of abstract power 
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I tt’’ss aa wwoonnddeerr tthhaatt GGaavvaaaa iinn BBrryyaarrss hhaadd
ttiimmee ttoo cceelleebbrraattaaaa ee hhiiss 8800tthh bbiirrtthhddaayyaaaa
aatt aallll.. TThhee ddaayyaaaa iittsseellff,,ff bbaacckk iinn JJaannuu--
aarryyrrrr ,,yyyy wwaass mmaarrkkeedd bbyy aa ffaaffff mmiillyy ggaattaaaa hhtt eerr--
iinngg aattaaaa tthhtt ee ssaammee VVeeVVVV nneettiiaann rreessttaauurraanntt

iinn SSoohhoo,, LLoonnddoonn,, tthhaatt hhee,, hhiiss wwiiffeeffff aanndd
cchhiillddrreennvviissiitteevveerryyrrrr yyeeaarr..rrrr

“Th“Thee rreest st of of thethe  timtime e wwee araree alalll oovverer
tthhee ppllaaccee,,”” hhee ssaayyss vviiaa ZZoooomm ffrrffff oomm tthhee
UUSS.. ““II lliivvee iinn aa ssmmaallll vviillllaaggaa ee iinn tthhee MMiidd--
lanlandsds, , my my twtwoo eldeldeesstt daudaughtghteers rs araree inin
LLoonnddoonn,, mmyy tthhiirrdd iiss iinn MMiillaann,, mmyy ssoonn iiss
wwiitthh mmee,, aanndd mmyy wwiiffee,, wwhhoo iiss aa ffiillmm
ddiirreeccttoorr,,rrrr iiss iinn RRuuRRRR ssssiiaa.. MMyyMMMM wwiiffeeffff aanndd II hhaavvaaaa ee
ttoossppeennddlloonnggppeerriiooddssaappaarrttrrrr ..””

RRiigghhtt tthhrroouugghh tthhiiss yyeeaarr hhiiss ddiiaarryy hhaass
bbeeeenn ppaacckkeedd.. S Sttaarrttiinngg t thhiiss wweeeekkeenndd a att
BBrriitttttttt eenn PPeeaarrss AArrttss’’ ““SSuummmmeerr aattaaaa SSnnaappee””,,
hhee hhaass ccoonncceerrttss bbooookkeedd ttoo tthhee eenndd ooff
AApprriill 22002244 ffooffff rr hhiimmsseellff aanndd hhiiss GGaavvaaaa iinn
BBrryyaarrss EEnnsseemmbbllee.. IInn aaddddiittiioonn,, tthheerree iiss
mmoorreemmuussiicc ttoowwrriittee,, iinncclluuddiinnggnn aabbiiggcchhoo--
rraall ppiieeccee ffooffff rr aa cchhooiirr iinn PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa.. HHee
ssaayyaaaa ss iitt iiss aa pplleeaassuurree ttoo hhaavvaaaa ee ttiimmee aattaaaa hhoommee
ccoommppoossiinnggnn iinnhhiissssttuutttt ddiiooiinntthhtttt eeggaarrddeenn..

BBrryyaarrss’’ ccaarreeeerr ddeeffiiffff eess eeaassyy ddeeffiiffff nniittiioonn..
HHiiss lliiffeeffff ’’ssmmuussiicchhaass ttaakkaa eekkkk nniinnaawwiidde-e-aannggllee
vviieeww aass iiff ffrrffff oomm tthhee ttoopp ooff aa bbiigg wwhheeeell,,
ffrrffff oomm wwhhiicchh aavvaaaa aanntt--ggaarrddee eexxppeerriimmeennttss,,
jjaazzzz,, mmiinniimmaallaaaa iissmm,, iimmpprroovviissaattaaaa iioonn,, cchhoorraallaaaa
ppuurriittyytttt aanndd eevveenn aa ddaasshh ooff rroocckk--kkkk ssttaarr gglliittzz
ccaannaallaaaa llbbeesseeeennoonnaaffiiffff nneeddaayyaaaa ..yyyy

HHee mmaaddee hheeaaddlliinneess wwiitthh ttwwoo ggeennrree--
bbuussttiinnggnn ppiieecceess——TThhTTTT eeSSiinnkkiinnggnn ooffoo ttffff hheeTTiiTTTT ttaatttt nniicc
((11996699)) aanndd JJeeJJJJ ssuuss’’ BBlloooodd NNeeNNNN vveevvvv rr FFaaFFFF iilleedd MMee
YYeeYYYY tt ((11997711)) —— wwhhiicchh ssttiillll aatttttttt rraacctt vvaasstt lliiss--
tteenneerr ffiiffff gguurreess oonnlliinnee.. RRuuRRRR bbbbiinngg sshhoouullddeerrss
wwiitthh ggllaamm--rroocckk rrooyyaallttyy,, hhee ccaammee
ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh BBrriiaann EEnnoo,, ooff RRooxxyy MMuussiicc
ffaaffff mmee,, ttoo rreeccoorrdd bbootthh aass tthhee ffiiffff rrsstt rreelleeaassee
ffooffff rrEEnnoo’’ss’’ OObbssccuurreeRReeccoorrddss iinn11997755..

IInn iittss vvaarriioouuss vveerrssiioonnss,, llaassttiinngg ffrrffff oomm 2255
mmiinnuutteess ttoo aann hhoouurr--pplluuss,, TThhTTTT ee SSiinnkkiinngg ooffoo
thethe TTitaitanicnicTTTT rreplepliicatcatees s tthe he sousounndd oof f tthehe
oorrcchheessttrraa ppllaayyiinngg aass tthhee TTiittaanniicc wweenntt
ddoowwnn.. IInn JJeeJJJJ ssee uuss’’ BBlloooodd NNeeNNNN vveevvvv rr FFaaFFFF iilleedd MMeeMMMM YYeeYYYY tt,,
aa hheeaarrtt--rreennddiinngg ooffffffff --ccuutt ffrrffff oomm aa ddooccuu--
mmeennttaarryy aabboouutt tthhee hhoommeelleessss aatt WWaaWWWW tteerr--
lloooo SSttaattiioonn ffeeffff aattuurreess aann uunnkknnoowwnn mmaann
ssiinnggiinngg iinn aa qquuaavvaaaa eerriinngg vvooiiccee oonn aa ttaappee
lloooopp.. AA 1122--hhoouurr,,rrrr oovveerrnniigghhtt vveerrssiioonn wwaass
ppeerrffooffff rrmmeedd bbyy aa hhoommeelleessss cchhooiirr aatt TTaattee
MMooddeerrnniinn22001199..

TThheessee ppiieecceess ccaann ffeeeell vveerryy mmoovviinngg
ttooddaayyaaaa ,,yyyy bbuutttthhtttt eerreewwaassrreessiissttaanncceettooBBrryyrrrr aarrss’’
iinnnnoovvaattaaaa iioonnss aattaaaa tthhee ttiimmee.. DDiidd tthhaattaaaa kkiinndd ooff
ooppeennnneessss hhaaiill ffrroomm tthhee uunnbbuuttttoonneedd
11996600ss?? ““AA““ bbAA ssoolluutteellyy,,yyyy”” BBrryyaarrss ssaayyaaaa ss.. ““II ddiidd
eennjjnn ooyy tthhee 11996600ss,, aass II tthhiinnkk eevveerryybbooddyy
wwhhoo lliivveedd tthhrroouugghh tthheemm ddiidd.. TThheenn,, oonn
JJaannuuaarryy 11 11997700,, ssuuddddeennllyy eevveerryytthhiinngg
bbeeccaammeegglloooommyy..yyyy TThheerreehhaaddbbeeeennssoommuucchh
ooppttiimmiissmmaannddccrraazziinneessssiinntthhtttt ee’’6600ss..””

In the key of 
collaboration

Gavin Bryars | From Titanic to Brian Eno — 

the composer talks to Richard Fairman about

creating opera, jazz and even art installations

Main picture: Gavin Bryars in his 
home village in Leicestershire 
Fabio de Paola/The Guardian/Eyevine

From top: Massimo Bartolini’s 
‘Hagoromo’; ‘The Sinking of the 
Titanic’; ‘The Paper Nautilus’
Centro Luigi Pecci/ Frith Street Gallery; Bridgeman Images;

Los Angeles Times/Getty Images

tt wwaass aallssoo aarorouunndd tthhaatt ttiimmee tthhaatt hhee
wwoorrkkeedd aass aassssiissttaanntt ttoo JJoohhnn CCaaggaa ee.. ““WWhhaattaaaa
II lleeaarrnntt ffrrffff oomm CCaaggaa ee wwaass nnoott hhooww ttoo wwrriittee
mmuussiicc —— nnoobbooddyy wwhhoo wwoorrkkeedd wwiitthh CCaaggaa ee
eennddeedd uupp wwrriittiinngg mmuussiicc lliikkee hhiimm —— bbuutt
ttoo ggoo aawwaaaa aayyaaaa aanndd bbeeccoommee mmyy oowwnn mmaann.. IItt
wwaass tthhaattaaaa ggeenneerroossiittyytttt aanndd ooppeenn--mmiinnddeedd--
nneessss II ttooookkaawwaaaa aayyaaaa ffrrffff oommhhiimm..””

BBrryyaarrss’’ ssttaarrtt aass aa jjaazzzz mmuussiicciiaann wwiillll
pprroobbaabbaa llyy hhaavvaaaa ee hheellppeedd.. ““II hhaaddnn’’tt ssttuuddiieedd
mmuussiicc ffooffff rrmmaallllyy bbeeyyoonndd sscchhooooll —— II ddiidd aa
pphhiilloossoopphhyy ddeeggrreeee —— ssoo II wwaass nnoott mmuussii--
ccaallllyy eedduuccaatteedd lliikkee ssoommeebbooddyy wwhhoo hhaadd
ggoonnee ttoo aa ccoonnsseerrvvaattooiirree.. OOnnee ooff mmyy
mmeetthhooddss wwaass ttoo ssaayyaaaa yyeess ttoo eevveerryyrrrr pprroojjoo eecctt
aannddtthhtttt eennwwoorrkkoouutthhoowwIIccoouullddddooiitt..

““TThheemmoossttddrraammaattaaaa iiccccaasseeccaammeeiinn11998811
wwhheenn II wwaass aapppprrooaacchheedd ttoo wwrriittee mmyy ffiiffff rrsstt
ooppeerraa,, MMeeddeeaa.. II hhaadd wwrriitttttttt eenn nnootthhiinngg ffooffff rr
oorrcchheessttrraa oorr ffooffff rr tthhee ssttaaggaa ee,, tthhee ooppeerraa wwaass
iinn aanncciieenntt GGrreeeekk,, II wwaass tteeaacchhiinngg ffuuffff llll--
ttiimmee,, aanndd II wwaass ggiivveenn eeiigghhtt mmoonntthhss ttoo
wwrriittee iitt.. BBuutt II ddiidd iitt aanndd mmaaddee ssuurree II lliiss--
tteenneeddttootthhtttt eeppeeooppllee IIwwaasswwoorrkkiinnggwwiitthhtttt ..

““II ffeeeell tthhaatt tthhee pprraaccttiittiioonneerrss,, tthhee
iinnssttrruummeennttaalliissttss oorr ssiinnggeerrss,, wwiillll aallwwaayyaaaa ss
kknnooww mmoorree aabboouutt tthheeiirr aarrtt tthhaann tthhee
ccoommppoosseerr wwiillll,, hhoowweevveerr aarrrrooggaanntt tthhee
ccoommppoosseerr mmiigghhtt bbee —— aanndd ssoommee ccaann bbee
vveerryy aarrrrooggaanntt.. II aamm sseennssiittiivvee ttoo tthheeiirr
nneeeeddss bbeeiinngg aa pprraaccttiissiinngg mmuussiicciiaann
mmyysseellff,,ff ssttiillll ppllaayyiinngg ddoouubbllee bbaassss aanndd
ppiiaannooiinnmmyyoowwnneennsseemmbbllee..””

CCoollllaabbaa oorraattaaaa iioonnss wwiitthh bbiigg nnaammeess aaccrroossss
tthhee aarrttss hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn aa ssttrriikkiinngg ffeeffff aattuurree ooff

BBrryyaarrss’’ ccaarreeeerr tthhrroouugghhoouutt.. HHee hhaass
wwoorrkkeedd wwiitthh vviissuuaall aarrttrrrr iissttss ssuucchh aass BBrruuccee
MMccLLeeaann aanndd TTiimm HHeeaadd,, aarrcchhiitteecctt WWiillll
AAllssoopp,, ssccuullppttoorrss BBiillll WWooWWWW ooddrrooww aanndd JJuuaann
MMuuññoozz,, aanndd cchhoorreeooggrraapphheerrss MMeerrccee
CCuunnnniinngghhaammaannddWWiilllliiaammFFoorrssyyttyyyy hhtttt ee..

MMoosstt rreecceennttllyy,,yyyy hhee ccoollllaabboorraatteedd wwiitthh
IIttaallaaaa iiaann aarrttrrrr iisstt MMaassssiimmoo BBaarrttrrrr oolliinnii ttoo ccrreeaattaaaa ee
aanniinnssttaallaaaa llaattaaaa iioonniinnPPrraattaaaa oo,,oouuttssiiddeeFFlloorreennccee..
BBaarrttrrrr oolliinniiccrreeaattaaaa eeddsseevveennrroooommss,,eeaacchhwwiitthhtttt
ffiiffff vvee llaarrggee ssccaaffffffff ooffff llddiinngg ttuubbeess ttuunneedd lliikkee
oorrggrr aannppiippeess..AAmmuussiiccbbooxxmmeecchhaanniissmmsseett
ooffffffff tthhtttt ee mmuussiicc iinn tthhtttt ee ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt rroooommss,, bbuutt
wwiitthhtttt oonnllyyllll ffiiffff vveennootteessiinneeaacchh,,BBrryyrrrr aarrssssaayyaaaa ssiitt
wwaass““aatteerrrriiffiiffff cccchhaallaaaa lleennggnn ee””..

HHee ccaann nnaammee oonnllyy oonnee ooccccaassiioonn wwhheenn
hhee wwaass lloocckkeedd aawwaaaa aayyaaaa aalloonnee ttoo ccoommppoossee.. ““II
wwaass wwoorrkkiinngg oonn aann ooppeerraattiicc pprroojjeecctt
ccaalllleedd TThhTTTT ee CCIICCCC VVIIVVVV LLIIII WWaaWWWW rrSSrrrr ,, ddeessiiggnneedd ttoo ooppeenn
tthhee 11998844 OOllyymmppiiccss [[iinn LLooss AAnnggeelleess]].. IItt

M eemmpphhiiss’’ss ffooffff rrmmeerr
LLoorrrraaiinnee MMootteell iiss bbeesstt
kknnoowwnn aass tthhtttt ee ppllaaccee
wwhheerree MMaarrttrrrr iinn LLuutthhtt eerr
KKiinngg wwaass aassssaassssiinnaattaaaa eedd iinn

11996688.. BBuutt tthhtttt ee bbuuiillddiinngg,, nnooww ppaarrttrrrr ooff tthhtttt ee
NNaattaaaa iioonnaallaa CCiivviill RRiigghhttss MMuusseeuumm,, aallaaaa ssoo hhaass
aa hhaappppiieerr ssttoorryyrrrr ttoo tteellll,, hhaavvaaaa iinngg hhoosstteedd aa
nnoottaabbaa llee bbiirrttrrrr hhtttt —— tthhtt aattaaaa ooff tthhtttt ee ccllaassssiicc ssoouull
ssoonngg ““KKnnoocckk oonn WWooWWWW oodd””..

DDuurriinngg tthhtttt ee 11996600ss,, tthhtttt ee mmootteell ooffffffff eeffff rreedd
uuppmmaarrkkeekkkk tt aaccccoommmmooddaattaaaa iioonn ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurreedd
bbyy lleeaaddiinngg mmuussiicciiaannss ssuucchh aass OOttiiss
RReeddddiinngg,, SSaamm && DDaavvaaaa ee aanndd AAllbbeerrttrrrr KKii
wwhheenn tthhtttt eeyy wweerree vviissiittiinngg SSttaaxxaaaa RReeccoorrdd
tthhtttt ee cciittyytttt ’’ss ssuucccceessssffuuffff ll bbllaacckk rreeccoorrdd
llaabbaa eell.. OOnnee nniigghhtt iinn 11996666 ttwwtttt oo ootthhtttt eerr
SSttaaxxaaaa mmuussiicciiaannss,, ssoonnggwwgggg rriitteerr EEddddiiee
FFllooyydd aanndd SStteevvee CCrrooppppeerr,,rrrr gguuiittaarriisstt
wwiitthhtttt tthhtttt ee llaabbaa eell’’ss hhoouussee bbaanndd
BBooookkeekkkk rr TT && tthhtt ee MMGG’’ss,, bbooookkeekk dd iinnttoo
tthhtttt ee mmootteell ffooffff rr aa ccoommppoossiinngg sseessssiioonn..

CCrrooppppeerr ttoolldd MMoojjoo oo mmaaggaa aazziinnee::
““WWeeWWWW wweerree ttrryyrrrr iinngg ttoo wwrriittee aa ssoonngg
aabbaa oouutt ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonnss,, aanndd aaffttffff eerr wwee’’dd’’
eexxhhaauusstteedd aabbaa oouutt eevveerryyrrrr ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn
kknnoowwnn ttoo mmaann .. .. .. wwee ssaaiidd,, ‘‘WWhhaattaaaa ddoo
ppeeooppllee ddoo ffooffff rr ggoooodd lluucckk??kkkk ’’”” TThhee aannssww
wwaass ““kknnoocckk oonn wwoooodd””,, tthhtttt ee AAmmeerriiccaann
vveerrssiioonn ooff tthhtttt ee BBrriittiisshh mmaaxxaaaa iimm ooff
““ttoouucchh wwoooodd””.. CCrrooppppeerr ccoonnttiinnuueedd::
““AA““ nndd wwee ssttaarrttrrrr eedd ttoo ssiinngg aabbaa oouutt,, ‘‘II’’dd’’
bbeetttttttt eerr kknnoocckk oonn wwoooodd ffooffff rr ggoooodd lluucckk
tthhtttt aattaaaa II ccaann kkeekkkk eepp tthhtttt iiss ggiirrll tthhtttt aattaaaa II ggoott,,
bbeeccaauussee sshhee’’ss tthhtttt ee ggrreeaattaaaa eesstt’’ —— aanndd
tthhtttt aattaaaa ’’ss wwhhaattaaaa [[tthhtttt ee ssoonngg]] wwaass aabbaa oouutt..””

BByy 22aamm,, hhee aanndd FFllooyydd wweerree ssoo
eexxcciitteedd tthhtttt eeyy pphhoonneedd ttrruummppeetteerr
WWaaWWWW yyaaaa nnee JJaacckkssoonn ttoo jjooiinn tthhtttt eemm aanndd
aarrrraannggee hhoorrnn ppaarrttrrrr ss.. ((SSppaarree
ssyymmppaattaaaa hhtttt yy ffooffff rr aannyy gguueessttss ttrryyrrrr iinngg ttoo
sslleeeepp iinn aaddjjdd ooiinniinngg rroooommss..))

SSttoorriieess vvaarryyrrrr aabbaa oouutt tthhtttt ee
iinnssppiirraattaaaa iioonn ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee uunnffooffff rrggrr eetttttttt aabbaa llee
cchhoorruuss:: ““IItt’’ss lliikkeekk tthhtttt uunnddeerr,,rrrr
lliigghhttnniinn’’// TThhee wwaayyaaaa yyoouu lloovvee mmee iiss
ffrrffff iigghhtteenniinn’’// II bbeetttttttt eerr kknnoocckk .. .. .. oonn
wwoooodd,, bbaabbaa yy..yyyy”” CCrrooppppeerr hhaass ssaaiidd aa
tthhtttt uunnddeerrssttoorrmm wwaass rraaggaa iinngg tthhtttt aattaaaa nniigghhtt,,

oonnee iinn tthhtttt ee ssoouull cchhaarrttrrrr ss.. FFeellllooww ssoouull
ssiinnggeerrss PPiicckkeekk tttttttt aanndd PPeerrccyy SSlleeddggee
ddiidd ssuubbsseeqquueenntt vveerrssiioonnss,, wwhhiillee
RReeddddiinngg ssaawwaaaa hhiiss eerrrroorr aanndd pprroodduucceedd
aa ffiiffff rreedd--uupp dduueett wwiitthhtttt CCaarrllaa TThhoommaass tthhtttt ee
ffooffff lllloowwiinngg yyeeaarr..rrrr

IInn 119977447777 ,, DDaavvaaaa iidd BBoowwiiee hhaadd aa UUKK ttoopp
1100 hhiitt wwiitthhtttt aa ssttoommppiinngg rroocckk rreennddiittiioonn..
EEaarrlliieerr tthhtttt aattaaaa yyeeaarr,,rrrr ffooffff rrmmeerr wwoorrlldd
hheeaavvaaaa yyvvvv wwyyyy eeiigghhtt bbooxxiinngg cchhaammppiioonn JJooee
FFrraazziieerr,,rrrr wwhhoo hhaadd aa ssiiddeelliinnee aass aa ssiinnggeerr,,rrrr
ffaaffff iilleedd ttoo kknnoocckk aannyyoonnee oouutt wwiitthhtttt hhiiss
vvooccaallaaaa ppeerrffooffff rrmmaannccee ooff iitt..

TThhee mmoosstt rreemmaarrkkaabbaa llee vveerrssiioonn ccaammee
ffiiffff vvee yyeeaarrss llaattaaaa eerr,,rrrr wwhheenn AAmmeerriiccaann ssiinnggeerr
AAmmiiii SStteewwaarrttrrrr aanndd hheerr BBrriittiisshh
pprroodduuccttiioonn tteeaamm aacchhiieevveedd oonnee ooff tthhtttt ee
mmoosstt ssuucccceessssffuuffff ll rreeiinnvvnnnn eennttiioonnss ooff aa
ppooppuullaarr ssoonngg eevveerr —— ttrraannssffooffff rrmmiinngg
tthhtttt iiss rraawwaaaa ,,wwww rriiffffffff --ffff bbaasseedd ssoouull nnuummbbeerr iinnttoo

eemmppoo ddiissccoo,, rreepplleettee wwiitthhtttt
nngg eelleeccttrroonniicc bbeeaattaaaa ,, oosscciillllaattaaaa iinngg

ss aanndd SStteewwaarrttrrrr ’’ss ssooaarriinngg vvooccaallaa
rryyrrrr ..yyyy TThhee vviiddeeoo sshhoowweedd hheerr
iinngg lliikkeekkkk aa ddeerrvvrrrr iisshh iinn aa ssppaarrkkllkkkk iinngg,,
llttiiccoolloouurreedd hheeaaddddrreessss ttrraaiilliinngg aa
lleeiiddoossccooppee ooff lliigghhttss..
TThhiiss ccoommbbiinnaattaaaa iioonn ooff ssoouunndd aanndd
iissiioonn hheellppeedd ttuurrnn iitt iinnttoo aa hhuuggee
lluubb hhiitt.. IItt bbeeccaammee aa UUSS nnuummbbeerr
nnee,, wwhhiillee iinn BBrriittaaiinn iitt rreeaacchheedd

hhee ttoopp 1100 ttwwtttt iiccee,, iinn 11997799 aanndd tthhtttt eenn
tthhtttt aa rreemmiixxeedd vveerrssiioonn iinn 11998855..

EErriicc CCllaappttoonn rreettuurrnneedd tthhtttt ee ssoonngg
ss rroooottss iinn 11998855,, TTooTTTT oottss HHiibbbbeerrttrrrr
eeffiiffff eedd iitt tthhtttt rreeee yyeeaarrss llaattaaaa eerr aanndd iitt
uullll cciirrccllee iinn 11999900 oonn TThhee BBlluueess
rrss BBaanndd aallaaaa bbuumm LLiivveevvvv iinn MMooMMMM nnttrreerrrr uuxxuuuu ..
nndd,, aa ssppiinn-o-offffffff ffrrffff oomm tthhtttt ee ffiiffff llmm ooff

tthhtt ee ssaammee nnaammee,, iinncclluuddeedd
CCrrooppppeerr aanndd bbaassssiisstt DDoonnaallaa dd
““DDuucckk”” DDuunnnn ((aallaaaa ssoo ffrrffff oomm
BBooookkeekkkk rr TT && tthhtttt ee MMGG’’ss)).. FFllooyydd
hhiimmsseellff wwaass lleeaadd vvooccaallaa iisstt.. HHee
nnttrroodduucceess tthhtttt ee ssoonngg aass ““tthhtttt ee

oorriiggiinnaallaaaa ‘‘KKnnoocckk oonn WWooWWWW oodd’’””,,
bbuutt tthhtttt ee ppaaccee iiss qquuiicckkeekkkk nneedd iinn aa
gglloorriioouussllyy ffuuffff llll--bbllooooddeedd
ppeerrffooffff rrmmaannccee..

SSiinnccee tthhtttt eenn,, ssiinnggeerrss ssuucchh aass
aammeess TTaayyaaaa lloorr aanndd SSeeaallaaaa hhaavvaaaa ee

eexxtteennddeedd tthhtttt ee ssoonngg’’ss lliiffeeffff iinnttoo tthhtttt iiss
cceennttuurryyrrrr ..yyyy CCrrooppppeerr aanndd FFllooyydd,, iitt
uurrnneedd oouutt,, nneevveerr nneeeeddeedd ttoo

kknnoocckk oonn wwoooodd —— tthhtttt eeiirr ssoonngg wwaass
iimmppllyy ttoooo ggoooodd..

CChhaarrlleess MMoorrrriiss
MMooMMMM rreerrrr iinn tthhee sseerriieesseeee aatt fftt t.t.ffff ccoomm//mm ll//// ffllii eeffff ooffoo aaffff ssoonnggnn
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ddeelliivveerr

ddaannccii
mmuull
kkaallaaaa
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tthhtttt

wwii
EE

ttoo iittss
rreeggggaaee

ccaammee ffuuffff
BBrrootthhtttt eerr
TThhee bbaann

bbuutt aannootthhtttt eerr vveerrssiioonn iiss tthhtttt aattaaaa FFllooyydd wwaass
rreeccaallaaaa lliinngg hhooww aass aa cchhiilldd hhee uusseedd ttoo hhiiddee
uunnddeerr tthhtttt ee bbeedd dduurriinngg eelleeccttrriiccaallaa ssttoorrmmss..

AA ddeeccaaddee llaattaaaa eerr,,rrrr FFrreeddddiiee MMeerrccuurryyrrrr
bboorrrroowweedd tthhtttt ee rrhhyymmee ffooffff rr tthhtttt ee ooppeerraattaaaa iicc
sseeccttiioonn ooff QQuueeeenn’’ss hhuuggee hhiitt ““BBoohheemmiiaann
RRhhRRRR aappssooddyy””:: ““TThhuunnddeerrbbrr oolltt aanndd
lliigghhttnniinngg,, vveerryyrrrr vveerryyrrrr ffrrffff iigghhtteenniinngg..”” AAss ffooffff rr
tthhtttt ee bbllaazziinngg ooppeenniinngg hhoorrnnss aanndd gguuiittaarr
rriiffffffff ooff ““KKnnoocckk oonn WWooWWWW oodd””,, CCrrooppppeerr
iimmpprroovviisseedd oonn tthhtttt ee iinnttrroo hhee hhaadd ddeevviisseedd
ffooffff rr ““IInn tthhtttt ee MMiiddnniigghhtt HHoouurr””,, cco-o-wwrriitttttttt eenn
wwiitthhtttt WWiillssoonn PPiicckkeekk tttttttt aa yyeeaarr eeaarrlliieerr..rrrr HHee
ttrriieedd ppllaayyaaaa iinngg tthhtttt ee ““MMiiddnniigghhtt HHoouurr””
iinnttrroo bbaacckkwwkkkk aarrddss —— aanndd iitt wwoorrkkeekk dd..

TThhee ssoonngg wwaass ooffffffff eeffff rreedd ttoo OOttiiss
RReeddddiinngg,, wwhhoo ttuutttt rrnneedd iitt ddoowwnn,, ssoo FFllooyydd
rreelleeaasseedd iitt hhiimmsseellff iinn 11996666;; iitt bbeeccaammee
aa ttoopp 3300 BBiillllbbooaarrdd hhiitt aanndd nnuummbbeerr
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Eddie Floyd 
in 1966  — Gems/Redferns/Getty Images

T HE  L IFE  
O F A SO N G

KN O CK O N  WO O D

ddiiddnn’’tt hhaappppeenn iinn tthhee eenndd,, bbuutt wwoouulldd
hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn aa mmaassssiivvee ooppeerraa wwiitthh ffiiffff vvee ddiiff--ffff
ffeeffff rreenntt ccoommppoosseerrss,, eeaacchh ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd
bbyy a a difdifferferentent  coucountrntry y in in thethe  OlOlyympimpicc
iiddeeaall.. II wwaass ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd bbyy FFrraannccee
aanndd wwaass bbrroouugghhtt iinn vveerryyrrrr llaattaaaa ee.. TThheeyy wweerree
sskkeettcchhiinngg tthhee lliibbrreetttttttt oo iinn aa mmoonnaasstteerryyrrrr iinn
tthhee hhiillllss aabboovvee MMaarrsseeiillllee,, aanndd tthhiiss wwaass
aallrreeaaddyy FFeebbrruuaarryyrrrr ffooffff rr aa pprreemmiieerree iinn JJuunnee..
II wwaass ssiittttiinngg iinn aa mmoonnaassttiicc cceellll wwiitthh aa
ppiiaannoo,, aanndd tthheeyy wwoouulldd ffeeffff eedd tthhee ppaaggaa eess ooff
tthhee lliibbrreetttttttt oo uunnddeerr tthhee ddoooorr..rrrr II wwrroottee tthhee
mmuussiiccaannddffeeffff ddtthhtttt eemmbbaacckkoouuttaaggaa aaiinn..””

TThheessee ddaayyaaaa ss,, hhiiss ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurriittee ooccccuuppaattaaaa iioonn
iiss ttoo wwrriittee ffooffff rr aann uunnaaccccoommppaanniieedd cchhooiirr..rrrr
““II ddoonn’’tt rreeaallllyy ttaakkee pprriiddee iinn aannyy ooff mmyy
wwoorrkkss,,””hheessaayyaaaa sswwiitthhtttt cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccmmoodd--
eessttyytttt ,,yyyy bbuutt hhee ddooeess oowwnn uupp ttoo aa ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurriittee iinn
AA NNaaNNNN ttiivveevvvv HHiiHHHH llll,, wwhhiicchh hhee wwrroottee ffooffff rr AAmmeerrii--
ccaann cchhooiirr TThhee CCrroossssiinngg iinn 22001199.. TThheeyy
aallssoo rreeccoorrddeedd hhiiss rraaddiiaanntt ssccoorree TThhTTTT ee FF ffFFiiFFFF ttffff hh
CCeeCCCC nnttuurryyrr ffooffff rr cchhooiirr aanndd ssaaxxoopphhoonnee qquuaarr--
tteett,,aappiieecceetthhtttt aattaaaa sshhoowwccaasseess tthhtttt eeiirraabbaa iilliittiieess..

““IInn CCoommoo rreecceennttllyy II ggaavvee aa lleeccttuurree
aabbaa oouutt tthhtttt ee mmyyttyyyy hhtt ooff tthhtttt ee ssoolliittaarryyrrrr ccoommppoosseerr
iinn hhiiss iivvoorryyrrrr ttoowweerr,,rrrr”” BBrryyrrrr aarrss ssaayyaaaa ss.. ““IInn tthhaattaaaa
ccaassee II wwaass ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt mmyy ccoollllaabboorraa--
ttiioonnss wwiitthh ffiiffff nnee aarrttiissttss aanndd hhooww wwoorrkkiinngg
wwiitthh tthheemm mmaakkeess yyoouu tthhiinnkk ddiiffffffff eeffff rreennttllyy..yyyy
IInn tthhee eeaarrllyy ddaayyss wwee wweerree nnoott sseeeenn aass
eemmppllooyyaabbaa llee bbyy uunniivveerrssiittiieess oorr ccoonnsseerrvvrrrr aa--
ttooiirreess,, bbuutt ffiiffff nnee aarrtt ccoolllleeggeess wwoouulldd hhaavvaaaa ee
uuss,, bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy tthhoouugghhtt iitt hheeaalltthhyy ttoo
hhaavvaaaa ee aannootthheerr ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee oonn aarrtt pprraacc--
ttiiccee.. IItt wwaass ggoodood ttoo bebe wwiitthh peopeoppllee wwhhoo
wweerree ttaallkkiinngg aabbaa oouutt iiddeeaallss,, nnoott tteecchhnniiqquuee
oorrmmaakkaaaa iinnggmmoonneeyylliikkeekkkk tthhtttt eemmuussiicciiaannss..

““FFoorr mmee,, mmuussiicc iiss aa pprrooffooffff uunnddllyy ssoocciiaall
aaccttiivviittyytttt ..yyyy TThhee bbeesstt kkiinnddss ooff jjaazzzz oorr cchhaamm--
bbeerr mmuussiicc iinnvvnnnn oollvvee ppaayyaaaa iinnggnn cclloossee aattaaaa tttttt eennttiioonn
ttoo eeaacchh ootthheerr,,rrrr rreessppoonnddiinngg,, rreessppeeccttiinngg,,
nnoott ttrryyrrrr iinngg ttoo ddoommiinnaattaaaa ee,, aanndd tthhaattaaaa sseeeemmss

ttoo mmee aann iiddeeaall wwaayyaaaa ooff mmaakkiinngg
mmuussiicc.. TThhaattaaaa hhaass ccoolloouurreedd tthhtttt ee
wwaayyaaaa II hhaavvaaaa ee mmoovveedd ffooffff rrwwaarrdd..
TThhee rreessuulltt iiss ppeerrhhaappss iitt ttooookk
mmee lloonnggeerr ttoo ffeeffff eell ccoommpplleetteellyy
ccoommffooffff rrttaabbllee wwiitthh mmyy ccrraaffttffff
tthhaann iiff II hhaadd bbeeeenn ttoo mmuussiicc
ccoolllleeggee,, bbuutt tthhtttt eenn II mmiigghhtt hhaavvaaaa ee
bbeeeenn aa mmoorree bboorriinngg ccoomm--
ppoosseerrtthhtttt aannIIaallaaaa rreeaaddyyaamm..””

GGaavviivvvv nnBBrryyrr aayyyy rrssrrrr mmaarrkkrrrr sshhiissiiii 8800tthh
bbiirrtthhddaadddd yyaa aattSSnnSS aappeeMMaaMMMM llttiinnggnn ssgggg oonn
AAuugguu uusstt1133aannddaatttthheeBBaarrbbrrrr iiccaann,,
LLoonnddoonn,,oonnDDeecceemmbbeerr1199
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Rishi Sunak will shortly 
announce £500,000 
government funding for 
English chess, along with 
plans to expand the game 
in state schools, plus 100 
chess tables in public 
parks. The move has been 
described as “potentially 
transformational” as it will 
be the first time that the 
government has provided 
funds for national teams. 
Unlike most other European 
countries, chess is not 
recognised as a sport in the 

UK and cannot access Sport 
England’s resources derived 
from the National Lottery.

There was a hint of what 
was to come in June, when 
the prime minister visited a 
school in Washington DC 
and described chess as “a 
great skill and really good 
for helping you think”. It 
also ties in with Sunak’s 
policy of improving child 
numeracy through maths.

The England team has 
punched above its weight in 
the last two 180-nation 

there are just four active 
grandmasters — Michael 
Adams, Howell, Luke 
McShane and Gawain Jones 
— rated over 2600, the level 
of the world top 250, and all 
are aged over 30. The world 
body Fide ranks England 
18th among the strongest 
nations in the open category, 
and 24th among women.

2532
Artur Davtyan v Vladislav 
Kovalev, Dubai 2023. Black 
to move and win.

Solution, back page

Olympiads, finishing fifth in 
2018 and gaining the 2022 
individual gold medal 
through David Howell. 
However, this masks the fact 
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POLYMATH 1,243 SET BY HAMILTON

CHESS LEONARD BARDEN

CROSSWORD 17,493 SET BY MUDD

Diversions

T aking a show to the Edin-
burgh Fringe is more peril-
ous than ever, so it’s refresh-
ing to discover that artists 
are still taking artistic as 

well as financial risks. The standout 
shows this year are anything but safe 
bets, combining experimentation with 
impressive levels of thought and polish. 
You won’t find theatre like this any-
where else.

Nan, Me and Barbara Pravi 
This isn’t a show with an easy elevator 
pitch, but watch it and its appeal is
obvious. Hannah Maxwell’s autobio-
graphical show starts in a mundane way. 
She’s sat on her nan’s sofa in Luton, eat-
ing cottage pie, summing up her warm 
relationship with the woman she’s car-
ing for with zingy one-liners: “five dec-
ades of technology have passed her by, 
four waves of feminism barely splashed 
her toes”. 

But soon, it turns out her nan’s just 
fine, and it is Maxwell who’s struggling. 
She pours her boredom into an obses-
sion with Eurovision star Barbara Pravi, 
one that leads her to learn French, mas-
ter MI5 levels of espionage, and retreat 
into dizzying fantasies. 

Maxwell’s got a suave, appealingly 
old-fashioned performance style, mask-
ing this story’s emotional sharp edges 
with jokes and showmanship. But even-
tually, her mask slips. This show is about 
so many things — caring for an elderly 
relative, infatuation, addiction — but 
ultimately it’s about one thing, which is 
learning to see patterns in your own 
behaviour, and beginning the painstak-
ing work of unravelling them.
AAAAA

Summerhall to August 27

Gunter
Another hard-to-classify work, Dirty 
Hare’s Gunter, is an absolute joy. An all-
female cast play, sing and conjure their 
way through the story of a 17th-century 
English witch trial, unearthed by real-
life historian Lydia Higman (who just 
happens to play a mean electric guitar). 
In haunting scenes, unfolding to a 
bluesy soundtrack, the apparently 
bewitched Anne draws pins from her 
mouth, and dances with the kind of 
overt sexuality her community forbids. 
But Gunter is also a stranger creation 
than it might sound, full of odd juxtapo-
sitions and surprising tonal shifts. The 
town’s hysteria is mirrored in projected 
scenes of 20th-century football hooli-
ganism. Spine-tingling folk harmonies 
are shattered by Higman’s blunt wom-
an-on-the-street commentary. Naff 
indie guitar riffs clatter into scenes of 
demonic possession. This show is an 
incantation, working dark magic in a 
tiny room.
AAAAA

Summerhall to August 27

Concerned Others
As Fringe audiences fall for bleakly 
funny heroin caper Trainspotting Live, 
Concerned Others offers a different view 
of addiction. In this multimedia solo 
show from Scottish company Tortoise in 
a Nutshell, Alex Bird pans his video 
camera over microscopically small 
scenes of desolation made from inch-
high model railway figures, their tiny 
grey faces assuming a troubling gaunt-
ness as they’re projected onto a big 
screen above his head. 

Other screens show old public infor-
mation adverts (“heroin screws you 
up”) or flash statistics (“Scotland has 

one of the highest rates of drug-related 
deaths in the developed world”). But 
Bird’s performance doesn’t feel didactic, 
thanks to a carefully assembled audio 
collage of real testimonies from people 
with first-hand knowledge. Their words 
argue powerfully against the shame-
based “moral model” of addiction, 
revealing the trauma and social depri-
vation that drives people towards chem-
ical consolations. It’ll stick in your mind 
as surely as Trainspotting’s infamous toi-
let scene.
AAAAE

Summerhall to August 27

Dark Noon
Spaghetti Western movies depict Fron-
tier life with misty-eyed affection. Isn’t 
it time someone rubbed the vaseline off 
the lens? Danish experimentalists fix + 
foxy reckon so. In their ugly, powerful 
performance Dark Noon, they collabo-
rate with black South African actors to 
create an epic look at formative scenes 
from North America’s history. There 
are cowboy cruelties, sexual assaults, 
summary executions of native Ameri-
cans in the dust. Audience members
are dragged on to be sold a Coca-Cola, or 
to be sold off in a slave auction. A stage 
that was once bare earth fills with
hastily erected wooden excrescences, 
like worm casts left by gold-digging 
colonialists. And all the while, the
cast narrates this society’s dysfunction 
in the tones of the white anthropologists 
who once shaped the west’s unfavoura-
ble views of Africa: dispassionate, yet 
utterly damning.
AAAAE

Pleasance at EICC to August 27

The Insider
Another excellent show from Denmark, 
Teater Katapult’s The Insider is a Faus-
tian narrative of corporate greed. A 
suited man draws stick figures and out-
lines of stacks of cash on the walls of his 
glass cubicle. He’s discovered the 

CumEx tax evasion strategy, and it’s 
child’s play. Writer Anna Skov Jensen 
deftly shows how a young lawyer is 
nudged into embezzling millions as part 
of a cabal of colleagues who tell him that 
he’s not part of society, he’s above it: an 
apex predator, feeding on invisible vic-
tims. Christoffer Hvidberg Rønje is 
compelling to watch, full of inner tor-
ment as he tumbles into cocaine binges, 
rages at his children, and tries to justify 
himself to incredulous prosecutors. 
Audience members wear headphones, 
which use binaural sound to make his 
every panting breath or anxious heart-
beat ricochet straight into our ears, 
thrilling and nightmarish.
AAAAE

ZOO Southside to August 27

Dugsi Dayz
There are gentler horrors on offer in 
Sabrina Ali’s play Dugsi Dayz. Four Brit-
ish-Somali girls are stuck in Islamic 
school detention when the lights cut 
out, so in the absence of their teacher, 
they invent stories to terrify good Mus-
lim children. By torchlight, one girl tells 
how her black-clad aunties sucked the 
life and freedom out of her like a swarm 
of vampires. Another tells of being sent 
back to Somalia by her mum to lose her 
westernised ways. When the bulbs 
flicker back on, there are lighter 
moments. This hijab-wearing ensemble 
cast are hilarious, as they gossip, bicker 
and break the rules to smuggle in vapes 
and make-up. Ali’s play manages to be 
culturally specific and universal all at 
once, sketching the familiar joys of teen-
age rebellion from a rarely seen per-
spective.
AAAAE

Underbelly to August 27

The Ice Hole: 
A Cardboard Comedy
Being able to find pure childish joy is a 
skill, just as meditation is — and if 
you’ve mastered it, you’ll be delighted 
by The Ice Hole, a cardboard-based com-
edy by Compagnie le Fils du Grand 
Réseau that’s suitable for people of all 
ages. Two French blokes enthral a vast 
750-seat space (one of the Fringe’s big-
gest) using only cardboard props that 
represent everything from planes to 
mermaids to mutual resentment. It all 
feels like a neatly packed metaphor for 
the whole Fringe: the endless ingenuity 
with limited resources, the performers 
growing to hate each other as they 
stretch themselves to their limits, the 
rapturous applause making the pains 
and paper cuts all worth it, at least for a 
few moments.
AAAAE

Pleasance Courtyard to August 28

Arts

Fringe dancing 
to its own tune 

Theatre | Artists are still taking big risks at this 

year’s Edinburgh Festival — and you won’t find 

shows like this anywhere else, writes Alice Saville

Clockwise from 
main: Hannah 
Maxwell in her 
show ‘Nan, Me 
and Barbara 
Pravi’;  the 
reality of the 
American West 
in ‘Dark Noon’; 
four Islamic 
schoolgirls are 
stuck in 
detention in 
Sabrina Ali’s 
‘Dugsi Dayz’
Ines Yearwood-Sanchez;
Søren Meisner; Umi Nur

This week’s contract requires 
the application of three 
simple principles. Can you 
do better than the original 
social bridge declarer?

Playing an Acol-based 
system, responder must 
always show a 4-card 
major suit at the 1-level, 
even if it is poor quality. 
Had South responded 2NT 
immediately, the spade fit 
would be lost, and 3NT 
might not succeed. Having 
arrived in 4S, what should 
declarer be thinking?

risk your opponents playing 
a third round. Should trumps 
split 4-1, you might even 
have all your trumps drawn!

The best line is to win 
West’s J♦ lead and play a 
small trump from both 
hands. You win whatever is 
led next and play A♠, cash 
♥AK, and ruff a heart in 
hand. Returning to dummy 
with K♣, you ruff your final 
heart. If West could over-
trump, it could only be with 
a master — nothing can 
prevent you achieving your 
two ruffs.

BRIDGE PAUL MENDELSON

The dummy hand should be 
dominant, and the plan 
should be to ruff two hearts 
in hand, accepting the loss 
of two trumps and a club. To 
prevent over ruffs, you must 
draw some trumps. The key 
is to pull only two rounds, 
leaving two trumps in hand. 
In these situations, do not 
release A♠ immediately as, 
on the second round, you 

Dealer: North           Love All

North East South West
1H NB 1S NB
2S NB 2NT NB
4S

The hand with more 
trumps — or when, as here, 
the trump-length is equal — 
the stronger hand, is 
considered the master hand. 

A 8 7 3
A 8 5 2
K 3
K J 5

E

S

N

W

6 5 4 2
K 6
A 7 4
A 7 3 2

Q 10
J 10 9 7
9 5
8

K
Q
Q
Q

J 9
4 3
J 10 8 6

10 9 6 4
2
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S igns along the corridors of the 
National Exhibition Centre 
in Birmingham warn: “No 
vaping until inside the show.” 
But inside Europe’s largest 

industry expo for vaping, it’s open sea-
son. For three days in May, nearly every-
one at Vap er Expo UK is vaping nearly 
all the time.

Visitors, about 20,000 in all, vape 
their way from one stand to the next, 
trying the samples with the use of dis-
posable silicon mouthpieces in a nod 
towards sanitariness. Staff representing 
the hundreds of exhibitors join them, 
like car salesmen revving up the engines 
on a garage forecourt. At one point, a rep 
has to retire mid-conversation, dizzy 
from all the inhaling and, like a fallen 
infantryman, is replaced by the next 
man in the corps. Even the toilets offer 
no respite; vapour plumes rise from the 
cubicles like smoke from the chimneys 
of a Victorian terrace.

At the UK’s first vaping expo, Vape 
Jam UK, held in London back in 2015, 
the venue’s ceilings were too low to cope 
with all the vapour, John Dunne, direc-
tor-general of the UK Vaping Industry 
Association, tells me. He was working as 
a sales rep at the time. Within an hour, 
he remembers, there was a pea-soup fog 
so thick “you literally put your hand in 
front of you and you couldn’t see it”.

That was the era of the hobbyist, the 
vaping stone age. People queued to get 
into trade shows holding vapes the size 
of bricks. If you could find a pocket big 
enough, which you often couldn’t, they 
slanted you to the side. When they 
didn’t leak, which they often did, they 
produced vapour like erupting volca-
noes. Enthusiasts, drawn to vaping 
as much for reasons of cost as health 
concerns, would even make their own 
prototypes, sometimes with disastrous 
consequences. “They’d blow up,” says 
Gary Chapman, who runs the YouTube 
channel Gary Vapes. “In the very begin-
ning, you’d see that happening quite 
a bit, which was a shame. It gave vaping 
a bad name.”

Those early devices had a surprising 
amount to recommend them, though. 
They were rechargeable, refillable and 
relatively environmentally friendly. 
Known as “open systems”, they were 
designed to be refilled with “e-liquid”, a 
nicotine-laced solution that is heated to 
make vapour.

Today, you can buy non-exploding, 
leather-bound versions of the old-
school devices that are equipped with 
LED screens and no bigger than a cigar. 
But they are hard to find at the expo. 
Instead, visitors confront rank after 
rank of multicoloured, plastic single-
use vapes. Disposables, as they are 
known, line the fronts of nearly every 
exhibitor display like children’s cray-
ons, as far as the clouds of vapour allow 
the eye to see.

This is the Vaper Expo’s eighth year. 
In that time, vaping has gone from a 
niche pursuit designed to help you quit 
smoking to a $27bn global industry that, 
critics argue, has simply given nicotine 
addiction a more accessible, artificially 
flavoured form. As it moved into the 
mainstream, the industry has trans-
formed completely. The same techno-
logical advances that made rechargea-
ble devices pocketable are now threat-
ening to make them obsolete.

In some ways, the future of vaping is a 
near-perfect product: cheap, instant, 
leaving you always wanting another. A 
lot like a cigarette. As teens take up vap-
ing disposables in record numbers and 
landfills fill with electronic waste, that 
perfected product is in danger of taking 
the rest of the industry down with it.

“They’re garbage,” says Jonathan 
Mosemann. “They’re garbage from the 
beginning.” Lip-pierced and 
mohawked, Mosemann runs Overkill 
Mods, specialising in bespoke, one-off 
vape models. The company’s slogan is 
“Crafting excellence. One vape at a 
time.” Most of his customers are collec-
tors. Along with selling vapes the size of 
Encyclopaedia Britannica volumes (“No, 
they’re not practical at all”), Mosemann 
recalls fondly the vape he made for a 
customer who had lost a son: a 3D ver-
sion of a tattoo the boy had, which 
included the date of his passing. “I found 
that very moving. I’m going to create 
something someone will hold on to for 
the rest of their lives.”

Disposable vapes pose an existential 
threat to that kind of business model. 
Almost non-existent a couple of years 

from vaping start-ups, yet none were 
present at the expo.

I got the feeling they would not have 
been welcome, had they come. At the 
early shows, vaping companies would 
actively protest Big Tobacco’s involve-
ment. “They would go insane at the 
organisers,” says Dunne. “There was 
that much hatred.”

Perhaps to their detriment, the big 
brands focused on supplying conven-
ience stores and limited the range of fla-
vours they offered, says Dunne. “By the 
time they bring out their marketing 
campaign, the vaping guys have moved 
on to something else.”

Nowhere is that creative agility more 
evident than at the industry’s flagship 
prize-giving ceremony. The Vapour-
ound Awards, considered the Oscars of 
the vaping world, are held in the 
National Motorcycle Museum, a short 
drive from the Vaper Expo. The awards 
recognise everything from best e-liquid 
flavour (Best Dessert, Best Beverage, 
Best Fruit) to Best Tank DTL (the part of 
an open system into which you squeeze 
your e-liquid). At this year’s ceremony, 
most of the attendees vaped. A lone ciga-
rette smoker was the subject of mockery.

The winning flavours didn’t just rep-
resent the baffling degree of chemical 
engineering that now goes into e-liq-
uids. They were also a sign of how global 
the vaping industry has become. Tigris’s 
Blueberry Donut (Best Dessert) hailed 
from Malaysia. Vapes Bars’ Diamond 
Mint Mojito (Best Beverage) came from 
the Middle East. Jam Monster’s Mixed 
Berry (Best Fruit) was an American cre-
ation. Frank & Atticus’s Apple Nectar-
ine (Best Menthol — I’m told it con-
tained just enough not to be disquali-
fied) came from Australia. All the win-
ners turned up. The category of Best 
Disposable, which didn’t exist two years 
ago, was won by Kiwi’s Kiwi Go, which is 
not, as you might expect, from New Zea-
land, but Italy.

Judging had taken place at Vapour-
ound Media’s Derby headquarters, 
where it produces a bimonthly industry 
magazine, and where four hardy souls — 
two industry figures, two You-Tuber 
vapers — had inhaled for four days solid 
to make their picks. “We’d get there 
quite early and wouldn’t leave until 5pm. 
It was a proper shift,” says Chapman of 
Gary Vapes, one of the judges. Imbibing 
so much nicotine took its toll, he adds. 
“My scores always went down as the day 

wore on.” Adam Winch, of YouTube 
channel The Green Winch, told me he 
had no such issues and happily vaped on 
the walk back to his hotel room.

For the manufacturers, the considera-
tions multiply across borders. In the UK, 
apparently, we prefer fruit flavours, but 
often in combination (Watermelon 
Apple), and increasingly with menthol 
(Strawberry Grape Ice) or an element of 
tang (Sour Blue Raspberry). In the US, 
where the flavour ban has only suc-
ceeded in fostering a fruity black mar-
ket, vapers prefer flavours so sweet that 
“you can feel the sugar on your teeth”, as 
Rob Harvey of Flonq, an e-cigarette 
maker, put it to me. Germans prefer sin-
gle-fruit flavours. Asian consumers pre-
fer minty ones. In the Middle East, it’s all 
about rose petal variants, shisha-style. 
But I’m told “energy drink” flavour is 
about to go viral.

Italian vapers are too macho for taste 
and drive the only market that opts for 
tobacco-flavoured vaping by choice. 
There are, naturally, differences within 
a given country. London’s vapers prefer 
sweet fruits, but Manchester leans zes-
tier, like lemon and lime. “In London, no 
one will buy it,” says Amarjeet Singh of 
vape-maker Twister Bar, referring to 
the citrus variety. In Newcastle, they 
prefer pastry flavours, like blackberry 
crumble, or jam roly-poly.

Dessert flavours, I’m told, are the 
hardest to crack, in part because the 
chemical previously used for the 
creamy flavouring, diacetyl, was 
banned from vapes in 2016. But nearly 
everyone in e-liquids agrees that single-
use vapes are overly sweet, that even if 
they weren’t directly marketed at teens, 
they were at least teen-adjacent. “It’s 
like they’re changing everyone’s pal-
ates,” Jack Tidy, of e-liquid company 
Pod Salt, put it to me gravely.

The person who creates a convincing 
chocolate, it’s said, will make a fortune. 
“That’s the holy grail,” says Christina 
Carus of e-liquid company Black Rose 
Elixirs, which specialises in “grown-up” 
flavours like tiramisu — its booth at the 
expo was done up like a Victorian gen-
tleman’s club. “People say they’ve done 
it. They haven’t.”

You might think there is limited room 
for technical innovation in the low-cost 
world of disposable vapes. They do, 
after all, rely on little more than a bat-
tery, a metal coil that heats the e-liquid 

‘No more free vapes 
for kids,’ read the 
announcement posted 
on a government website

Vapes are becoming the near 

perfect product: addictive, 

cheap and widely available. 

Stuart McGurk asks what that 

will mean for our children

ago, they went from about 5 per cent of 
the UK market in 2021 to 40 per cent in 
just six months, according to Dunne’s 
estimates. He projects they are cur-
rently at about 70 per cent. (Overall 
vape sales in the UK accounted for more 
than £1.3bn in 2021.)

At the show, the animosity between 
the open-system purists and the new 
wave of disposable sellers, mostly from 
China, is roughly that of restaurant own-
ers watching a food industry being over-
taken by microwave meals. All the new 
products boast “2ml capacity!” and 
“600 puffs!”, as though these were 
unique selling points. (The first is the 
maximum volume allowed by the UK 
government and the second refers to the 
total drags of vapour before the device 
runs out.) Most contain 20mg/ml of nic-
otine — also the legal limit — and 
roughly equivalent to two packs of ciga-
rettes. There’s not a lot to separate 
them, though that doesn’t stop manu-
facturers from trying. “Consistent taste 
of real flavours,” claims one. “Contrast 
colour,” boasts another. My favourite: 
“Good for fashion matching!”

Disposables are sold everywhere. Free 
of tobacco’s stricter licensing regula-
tions, vapes can infiltrate almost any 
retail environment. Mobile phone shops 
are becoming vape shops. Hairdressers 
and hardware stores sell them on the 
side. Fried-chicken outlets across the 
country are not beyond asking, after 
sliding a box of wings over the counter, if 
you want a vape with that. Supermar-
kets, which are required by law to keep 
tobacco products behind sliding doors, 
may freely display all the vapes of the 
rainbow. The buyer from one major 
supermarket, Dunne tells me, decided 
on their selection over a fry-up. (We’ve 
got 28 slots, Dunne remembers him say-
ing to leading figures from the industry. 
What do we put in them that will max-
imise our return?)

As the disposable vape market grows, 
so do the preconditions for a moral 
panic about their dangers. The govern-
ment has grand plans for a smoke-free 
England by 2030 — defined as when 
smoking rates in adults fall below 5 per 
cent. But does the presence of more 
vapers (about 8.3 per cent of Brits 
according to a survey from last year) 
really amount to fewer smokers? Or 
simply a new cohort of nicotine addicts 
who might never have smoked at all? 

ment posted on a government website a 
couple of weeks after the expo. But the 
industry has seen more ominous signs 
this year.

In May, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
spoke approvingly of the creation of a 
£3mn “new illicit vape enforcement 
squad”. A select committee inquiry on 
youth vaping was scheduled for the end 
of June. Conservative MP and consult-
ant paediatrician Dr Caroline Johnson 
was leading the charge to get vapes out 
of the hands of children. At the inquiry 
she would frame the question starkly: 
was it society’s job to protect adult 
smokers from the bad choices they had 
made years ago, or to protect children 
from forming a new addiction?

If vapes are no longer seen as a gate-
way to giving up altogether, then the 
implication is obvious: the industry 
could be cast as a villain in the same 
mould as the old enemy, Big Tobacco.

Most in the vape industry will tell you 
flavour is essential and that, while the 
vape-curious will often start with a 
tobacco flavour after quitting cigarettes, 
they soon find their taste buds leading 
them to a road-to-Damascus moment. 
Critics of the vaping industry will say 
flavours like Unicorn Shake (“You’ll get 
milky and creamy flavours on the 
inhale, followed by sweet strawberry 
and banana on the exhale”) are not 
being marketed to ex-smokers, but to 
kids. It’s possible both claims are true.

Developing the perfect flavour is 
something of an obsession for everyone 
in the vaping world. Cracking the right 
one is less like inventing the age-old 
formula for Coca-Cola and more like 
trying to product launch a trending 
topic. It was why, many in the industry 
told me, Big Tobacco had yet to gain a 
foothold. According to Euromonitor 
International, independent companies 
make up 63.8 per cent of the global 
market for vape sales. That figure is 
probably conservative due to thriving 
black markets.

Tobacco companies have been 
attempting to break into the world of 
vaping for more than a decade, with less 
success than might be expected. The 
likes of Philip Morris, British American 
Tobacco and Japan Tobacco Interna-
tional all have their own vaping brands, 
with names such as Veev and Vuse. 
Many were acquired or repurposed 

The legal age to buy vapes in the UK is 18 
years old, but a survey from this year 
commissioned by the charity Action on 
Smoking and Health found 20.5 per cent 
of children have tried vaping, up from 
15.8 per cent in 2022. Disposables are 
the most common type of device used 
by that age group.

Then there’s the environmental cost. 
One study from recycling non-profit 
Material Focus found we are currently 
throwing away around 1.3 million dis-
posable vapes per week in the UK, 
which amounts to two every second. 
That’s enough lithium to make about 
1,200 electric-car batteries over the 
course of a year.

At the Vaper Expo in mid-May, amid 
thumping Calvin Harris tracks, the con-
cern was more philosophical. Even vape 
sellers were worried that disposables 
were giving the industry such a bad 
name it would lead the UK to either ban 
vaping almost entirely, as the Australian 
government did this year, or to ban all 
flavours in rechargeable vapes apart 
from menthol and tobacco, as the US did 
in 2020. Both courses of action could 
end in smokers returning to cigarettes, 
vape sellers worry.

The only recent action the UK govern-
ment has taken has been closing a loop-
hole that meant it was perfectly legal for 
companies to give away free vape sam-
ples to children of any age. “No more 
free vapes for kids,” read the announce-
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the cause of more than 700 fires in bin 
lorries and dumping sites, according to 
research by Material Focus, as the bat-
teries can become flammable when 
crushed. It is only recently, Scott Butler 
of the environmental non-profit tells 
me, that there have even been recycling 
points for vapes, with some supermar-
kets just now beginning to roll them out. 
“For two years, there was no infrastruc-
ture, despite the legislation being very 
clear that there should have been.”

Johnson is concerned about all of this, 
but mostly she is worried about chil-
dren: “People are becoming addicted to 
vaping instead of smoking. And the 
take-up from young people is worrying 
because they’re not smokers.” She pre-
sented a bill to parliament in February 
that would see single-use vapes banned. 
At the June select committee inquiry, 
MPs, including Johnson, spoke to teach-
ers and doctors about the rise in youth 
vaping and grilled representatives of the 
vaping industry.

I attended that inquiry and, in the cor-
ridor outside, I spotted Dunne. He had 
just got back, he told me, from another 
vape expo in Dubai. To the committee, 
Dunne made his case in earnest. He 
wanted fines increased to £10,000 for 
unscrupulous sellers, he said. He 
wanted vapes to be licensed, so hair-
dressers would stop selling them, and 
for social media adverts to be looked 
into. He suggested prison sentences for 
those selling to children. He accepted, 
he said, that there was a problem. 
“So . . . you are calling for tougher regu-
lation of yourself?” asked the slightly 
baffled chair, MP Steve Brine. “Abso-
lutely,” said Dunne.

When it came to questions of banning 
colours, flavours or disposable devices 
entirely, Dunne was more circumspect. 
He did allow the price point could go up 
— if the 2ml e-liquid limit was abolished. 
“Products should be allowed to go up to 
the region of 10ml,” he said. That would 
mean a single disposable would contain 
the equivalent nicotine of 10 packs of 
cigarettes and, he argued, take 80 per 
cent of current vapes off the market.

Even at the expo, traders had fretted 
about the damage being done by the rise 
of disposables. “They’re the cancer of 
our industry,” Carus of Black Rose Elix-
irs told me. “I hope we move away from 
them, and this is me selling them,” 
added Saltica’s Altay.

On a couple of stands, however, the 
sales reps were already eyeing up a new 
demographic of vaper, a hitherto 
untapped market: the silver vaper. A 
higher-end disposable, in other words. 
A Chinese company called BKS Trade-
line was showcasing a vape pipe ele-
gantly finished in wood. The rep told me 
the company was “moving away from 
generic disposable products. It’s a bit 
more of a high-cost product for a dis-
cerning market.” The product was a 
pod-pipe with a mouthpiece containing 
the e-liquid. Flavours included Tobacco, 
Passion Fruit Lemon and Green Tea.

Later I noticed a stand showcasing 
vape cigars, from a company called XO 
Havana. They were finished in brown 
cardboard, for an authentic cigar look 
and feel, and came in cigar flavours, 
with a twist — cigar leaves flavoured 
with coffee, almonds or vanilla. As the 
French owner, Olivier Girard, put it to 
me: “When you have a glass of wine you 
don’t want to smoke watermelon.” He 
added: “We don’t want to attract kids. 
We’re really worried the vape industry 
will be banned.”

But don’t cigar smokers often not 
inhale, I asked? Wouldn’t they be creat-
ing nicotine vapers who’d previously not 
inhaled nicotine? “It’s actually very 
good,” he replied. “Earlier I had a man 
that smoked cigars and he said, ‘Oh, 
wow, now I can inhale!’”

It was, he said, to be a disposable 
e-cigar. 

and the ability of a customer to draw 
breath. You would be wrong.

In a landscape of identical rainbow-
bright sticks, even switching to a more 
sophisticated hue is seen as a radical 
move. “It’s clean, it’s elegant, it works,” 
Mehmet Altay of Saltica says of his com-
pany’s curved, Apple-white device, 
which does have the unfortunate side 
effect of resembling a tampon. Gold 
Bars had the same idea, but with a bit 
more bling. (“Feel the aluminium-alloy 
shell in your hand,” their sales rep, Alex 
Althaus, beseeches me.)

There are disposable vapes that part-
ner with celebrities (Insta Puff’s rep tells 
me it just began a collaboration with ex-
footballer Ronaldinho) and disposable 
vapes in the style of concept cars 
(Upends were launching the Upbar GT, 
“the world’s first car concept disposable 
vape”). One, dubbed Aquios, even 
claimed to reduce feelings of dehydra-
tion as you vape. “It’s mixed with water,” 
their rep, Grace Ehis, explains. “Com-
pare this to any other vape — you have to 
drink quicker compared to ours.”

At the Vaporesso stand, the company 
is launching a vape that comes in cam-
ouflage. (“So we can help people in war-
zones,” the presenter says, although I 
can’t help wondering if the vapour 
might be a giveaway.) Flonq’s recharge-
able Flonq X, which isn’t a disposable 
model, pairs with an app on your phone, 
informing you just how much you’ve 
vaped that day, or week, or month — the 
Strava of nicotine consumption.

Then there are the disposable vapes 
shaped like fast-food cups, which take 
pride of place on several stands. (You 
inhale through the bendy straw.) “We 
are not allowed to sell this in the UK,” 
says Jason Pan of Maskking, one of the 
companies that makes them. “It is too 
attractive to children.” When I ask 
where they are sold, he says, “Dubai, but 
many other countries too.”

On the show’s second day, I attend the 
launch of FeelM’s latest disposable, the 
FeelM Max. FeelM is claiming a remark-
able feat in the disposable-vape world: 
breaking the 600-puff barrier. Thanks 
to its new ceramic coil technology, the 
FeelM Max can provide 800 puffs. On 
stage, Zhang Ni, FeelM’s assistant presi-
dent, introduces a video of Silicon Val-
ley-style slickness and speaks of the 
years of “technology innovation” that 
have made this possible. 

To an outsider, though, it is hard not 
to appreciate the irony. FeelM has 
extended the life of a single-use product 
by 30 per cent. Yet if it had been 
designed as a rechargeable vape, it could 
have been used 500 times or more.

Later, I find myself among a gaggle of 
vaping influencers taking part in a 
“taste session” for the device. We are to 
assess the FeelM Max’s longevity by 
comparing it with a leading rival at the 
150-puff mark. I must look alarmed 
because it is gently explained to me that 
both vapes set in front of me for testing 
have been “machine vaped” to this 
point already. Thankfully, I won’t be 
required to do the legwork.

John Dunne can remember quite 
clearly the fervour of the early Vaper 
Expo shows. Dunne, who became direc-
tor-general of the UK Vaping Industry 
Association in 2016, has a large shaven 
head, the build of an ex boxer and 
enough bonhomie to make claims that 
his industry is saving lives sound rea-
sonable. Dunne used to work for 
tobacco companies in the US until, he 
tells me, his daughter came home from 
school one day and asked him, “Daddy, 

The future 
of vaping

vapes, not more. At least when it comes 
to the amount of e-liquid allowed in 
them. His argument is not without logic: 
if you double or even triple the 2ml limit 
on a disposable vape, the battery size 
barely needs to change, a fact that shows 
just how wasteful the current set-up is. 
The price of such a vape, he says, could 
be £15, instead of £5, taking it out of 
pocket-money territory.

At the expo, various brands were pro-
moting disposable vapes with remova-
ble batteries (for easier recycling) or 
others that came with extra pods built in 
(you rotated the device to use each one, 
like a revolver). All were tantalising 
close to inventing a device that already 
exists. Known as “closed-pod systems”, 
these were the main alternative to open-
system devices before the arrival of the 
disposable. A mouthpiece containing 
e-liquid detaches from the device once 
spent, and the device itself has a charg-
ing port. This set-up has dwindled to a 
fraction of sales in the UK; no one wants 
the hassle of plugging something in. Dis-
posables seem to have fostered a curious 
and possibly irreversible mindset, that 
an electronic, battery-powered device is 
something that should be both instant 
to use and just as instantly thrown away.

We do not yet know, and perhaps 
won’t for a generation, the truth about 
the health dangers of vaping. An oft-
cited evidence review from Public 

Health England claims the practice is 95 
per cent less harmful than smoking cig-
arettes. Vaping, after all, produces nei-
ther tar nor carbon monoxide, the two 
most harmful elements in tobacco 
smoke. But that statistic has come 
under considerable scrutiny. Critics 
argue we still know far too little. “The 
evidence [for the 95 per cent statement] 
is exactly zero,” says professor Andrew 
Bush, a consultant paediatric chest phy-
sician at the Royal Brompton Hospital 
in west London. “It takes 30 years to do 
a 30-year study. We simply don’t know 
what the long-term effects are.

Scare stories abound. About vapes 
laced with nail-polish remover or of a 
teen who was forced to have a heart and 
lung bypass after a puff or two. Many, 
mercifully, are overblown. The nail-
polish chemical, acetone, naturally 
occurs in the body in low levels and 
has only been found in trace amounts. 
Bush notes that the unfortunate teen 
who required a bypass suffered an 
allergic reaction.

A Freedom of Information request I 
submitted to NHS England showed 
there were 49 hospital admissions of 
people under the age of 20 last year with 
vaping-related disorders, more than 
double the year before. For all age 
groups, there were 460 admissions last 
year, up from 292 in 2021. While the 
NHS stresses that these figures are pro-
visional, they are concerning. Still, they 
remain dwarfed by the half a million 
smokers the NHS treats annually.

Industry critics, like Johnson, the 
Conservative MP who sat on the select 
committee inquiry this year, focus on 
concerns about nicotine use. She has 
claimed that vaping leads to a shorter 
attention span. “I know a headteacher 
who has children who can’t get through 
a double maths lesson because they 
can’t concentrate for long enough,” 
Johnson tells me. “They’re addicted to 
these things.” Johnson first became 
aware of the proliferation of disposable 
vapes when most of us did, about two 
years ago, around the time the multicol-
oured sticks began littering pavements 
and filling public bins. Vapes have been 

The person who creates 
a convincing chocolate 
flavour, it’s said, will 
make a fortune

why do you kill people for a living?” He’s 
worked in vaping ever since.

At this year’s show, a stage at the rear 
saw two compères — Johnnie Lovell 
(favourite flavour: Strawberry Cheese-
cake) and Ashley Hansen (Strawberry, 
but lately with a dash of Mango) — 
throw free samples of disposable vapes 
to an excited crowd, who catch them in 
outstretched caps. They used to do the 
same thing back when the show was 
dominated by the hefty old open-sys-
tem devices, Dunne tells me — the ones 
made of metal and glass. “You’d have 
blood everywhere.”

After attending these events, people 
would end up with hauls of devices so 
valuable, he says, that a lady in a wheel-
chair was once mugged for them on her 
way out. “The industry has totally 
changed,” Dunne says, with a touch of 
melancholy, when we meet for lunch at 
his local pub in south-west London.

The rise of disposable vapes is part 
opportunism, part accident. When the 
US Food and Drug Administration 
launched a crackdown on vaping in 
2020 — banning most flavours and forc-
ing companies to undergo a lengthy and 
expensive application process — it 
neglected to include “closed-system” 
devices or, as we know them, dispos-
ables. Chinese companies, spotting the 
loophole, quickly shifted gear. The 
advancement in technology meant 
these were much more satisfying to 
smokers than the throat-catching “ciga-
likes” from a decade earlier. The era of 
the disposable vape was born.

The irony of China dominating the 
new vaping world was not lost on most 
at the expo. Neither Lost Mary or Elf 
Bar, which combined account for more 
than half of all vapes sold in the UK, had 
a stand there. Vaping of any flavour 
except tobacco is banned in China, legis-
lation that is not unrelated to the fact 
that the state-owned China Tobacco 
logged $204bn in profits last year, 
approaching the size of China’s entire 
military budget. Dunne recalls a Chi-
nese manufacturer at the show who 
asked if he could join the industry 
group. No, Dunne told him, “because 

Orbs are having 
a moment. What 
does that mean?

Imogen West-Knights

Screen time

S am Altman’s got some orbs 
he wants you to look at. 
A couple of weeks ago, the 
CEO of OpenAI, the company 
that owns ChatGPT, unveiled 

a number of silver balls on sticks in 
public locations around the world and 
invited volunteers to look into them 
and have their irises photographed. 
In exchange for a scan of your eyeballs, 
you receive a token for a new 
cryptocurrency called Worldcoin. 
“Show your face to the orb” the orb 
instructs, as you stand in a shopping 
centre or other liminal space where the 
orbs have been set up.

Supposedly, the point of this is to 
build a global database that will be 
able to differentiate between human 
beings and AI, a database that might be 
used by social media companies to 
stamp out bots, for instance. In 
Altman’s imagined near-future, when 
computer intelligence has grown 
indistinguishable from humans, the 
marker of being a person will be 
whether you have a pair of eyes or not. 
Worldcoin has also claimed that the 
database could one day be used to 
help distribute universal income, 
presumably to compensate for all the 
jobs AI will have destroyed.

People have been handing over their 
biometric data in exchange for a lot less 
for a while now, for instance on those 
apps where you upload a bunch of 
selfies and in return get AI-generated 

pictures of yourself doing things like 
ruling over an alien planet or being a 
fairy. This crypto orb seems like a 
transparent attempt to associate AI 
with exciting, magical powers rather 
than, say, dystopian data-harvesting 
by private companies. But my question 
is: why an orb? What does Altman 
know about the appeal of the orb that 
made him confident people would 
queue up to peer into it?

A number of notable orbs have 
popped up in the cultural 
consciousness in recent years. The 
MSG Sphere, a new venue in Las Vegas 
boasting some 18,000 seats and a giant 
interior video screen, will be the 
world’s largest spherical structure 
when it opens September. This vast 
new orb crests the horizon like a 
bloated, dying sun, except its screen is 
a basketball, or a blinking eye, or some 
other round thing. 

In 2017, an appealingly contextless 
photograph went around online of 
Donald Trump touching a glowing orb 
at a press junket in Saudi Arabia. There 
is also the popular “pondering my orb” 
meme, featuring artwork from a role-
playing game book based on Lord of the 
Rings, of a sombre wizard seated before 
a glowing orb, which people have been 
riffing on by replacing the orb in the 
image with another object of their 
personal obsession. 

At the risk of being too recursive, 
allow me to ponder the pondering of 

orbs. Why do we like them? There is 
the sound of the word itself. “Orb”, 
with its self-referential roundness, is 
pleasing. Poets who needed artful 
synonyms for “planet” or “the sun” 
knew this: Paradise Lost is riddled with 
orbs, as is Shakespeare.

But there’s also something goofy 
about it. The seriousness of the 
meaning: a precious, celestial, even 
extraterrestrial object of mysterious 
powers, which is also just a ball, when 
you think about it. The appeal of the 
orb is both gravely spiritual and 
profoundly brainless. An orb might 
be a crystal ball from which visions of 
the future come forth and terrify 
mortals. It might be a sacred symbol, 
like the Sovereign’s Orb, a golden 
token of unearthly power bestowed 
upon a king.

But an orb is also just nice because it 
is round, and people like it when things 
are round. The “Girl with a Pearl 
Earring”. Marbles. The otherwise 
inexplicable popularity of the vomit-
inducing pseudo-sport “zorbing”. 
When I think of orbs, and the mystique 
around them, my second thought is that 
dogs like balls too. When something is 
round and shiny, that’s particularly 
good, says the most primitive part of 
one’s mind. We want to touch it. I 
would get halfway to arguing that 
nobody actually likes bowling, what 
they like is holding the orb.

The problem with pondering orbs is 
that everything becomes an orb. Most 
fruits. The Moon? You bet. Is the brain 
itself an orb? No, but I had the thought 
anyway. Eyes, definitely. When we look 
at an orb, we’re doing it with our own 
orbs. This is the kind of stoner wisdom 
that pondering orbs leads you to. 
Pondering the orb works so well as a 
meme because it’s an idiotic activity 
masquerading as a serious one.

What Altman knew about orbs is 
that we cannot help but want to look at 
them. What he maybe didn’t consider 
is that the spectacle of people doing 
this, peering grave-faced into a crystal 
ball that doesn’t so much predict the 
future as threaten it, is also 
unavoidably stupid. 

Imogen West-Knights is a writer and 
novelist. Simon Kuper is away

The appeal of the
orb is both gravely
spiritual and
profoundly 
brainless

Harry Haysom

you have kittens on your shit”. The 
manufacturer protested that kittens 
were cute. “Yes, kittens are cute,” Dunne 
remembers saying, “for 12-year-olds.”

Dunne is fond of portraying himself 
this way: the white knight trying to save 
the UK vaping industry from itself. Over 
the course of our lunch, he regales me 
with stories. There was the time he saw a 
full-page ad for a vape shaped like a lolli-
pop in a trade magazine and phoned the 
editor to scream at him. Or the times 
he’s heard about a wholesaler importing 
illegal disposable vapes (10,000-puff 
devices filled with e-liquid many times 
over the UK’s limits) and taken two 
burly men from the office with him to 
have a word. (“I’m risking my life going 
there, but I tell them I’ll put them out of 
business unless they change.”)

Yet Dunne, perhaps predictably, 
wants less regulation on disposable 

‘RUN ALONG FOR ANOTHER WILL YOU MARY?’

‘OH, PHYLLIS, LOOK AT ALL THESE TOYS’
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A tale of two 
walkable cities

Tim Harford 

Undercover economist

F reiburg, in south-west 
Germany, is about the same 
size as my home city of 
Oxford. It has a few beautiful 
old buildings — the Münster 

is breathtaking — but little to compare 
with Oxford’s dreaming spires, 
particularly after the centre of Freiburg 
was heavily bombed in 1944. 

So which is the more pleasant, 
walkable city? The English one filled 
with glorious architecture built 
centuries ago? Or the German one that 
was rebuilt as the motor car was rising 
to dominance? The answer, 
surprisingly, is Freiburg, whose 
cobblestone streets are adorned with 
water features and bustle with 
pedestrians, cycles and trams. 

Oxford, by contrast, has become a 
focal point for some unsettling protests 
against so-called “low-traffic 
neighbourhoods”, where campaigners 
with legitimate concerns about local 
retail or access for people with reduced 
mobility have been forced to rub 
shoulders with conspiracy theorists 
invoking the Holocaust.

I was curious how Freiburg got to be 
Freiburg. In Urban Transport Without 
The Hot Air, the academic and activist 
Steve Melia examines the city closely. 
Its transformation began in the early 
1970s, the seeds sown by a seemingly 
unrelated argument: when the federal 
government proposed a nearby nuclear 
power station, an unlikely coalition of 
church leaders, students and 
conservative farmers decided that they 
were all environmentalists.

Freiburg’s historic city centre, the 
Altstadt, was pedestrianised in 1973, a 
radical idea at the time. Local 
businesses were initially against the 
idea, but were appeased by the 

construction of car parks just outside 
the Altstadt. (They needn’t have 
worried; shops and cafés are buzzing.) 
The city expanded the tram lines, 
introduced an affordable season ticket 
branded “the environmental card” and 
arranged buses to feed the tram 
network rather than compete with it. 
An extensive network of cycle lanes 
and bridges were constructed. 
Freiburg’s traffic was also restrained: 
most streets have a speed limit of 
30kph (18mph), and parking is 
controlled by residential permits 
and meters. 

The result of all this has been a 
walkable city centre that fizzes with 
commerce, surrounded by residential 
areas where children safely play in the 
streets. Both cycling and public 
transport increased by about 50 per 
cent between the early 1980s and the 
late 1990s, yet driving is perfectly 
possible and remains a popular way to 
get around. 

Could we do the same in the UK? And 
should we? Walkable urban spaces are 
a good thing, and a few cars in the 
wrong place are quite capable of 
ruining those spaces. But I worry that 
we’re going about things the wrong way 
in our attempts to reclaim city streets 
for cyclists and shoppers and children 
at play. 

First, we’re impatient. These things 
take time. In the 1960s, Freiburg’s 
beautiful Münsterplatz was a car park. 
When I visited this summer, the square 
was lined with pavement cafés and 
hosting a well-attended open-air 
concert. But this transformation did 
not happen overnight. It required the 
sustained accumulation, over decades, 
of one cycle lane or tramway at a time. 

Our response as citizens is also 

gradual. Two academics, Rachel 
Aldred and Anna Goodman, recently 
examined the consequences of outer 
London’s low-traffic-neighbourhood 
investments. They found that car 
ownership took several years to fall 
steadily by 20 per cent. It takes time 
to change our habits and time to see 
the benefits.

Second, we struggle to find the right 
language to describe new transport 
investments. As Pete Dyson and Rory 
Sutherland point out in Transport for 
Humans, clever ideas from transport 
planners often work, but “they don’t 
make sense to most people”. 

The common-sense objection to low-
traffic neighbourhoods is that they 
reduce mobility without reducing 
traffic, merely pushing cars unfairly 
from some streets to others. Aldred, 
Goodman and Melia have all found 
evidence that in the long run, traffic is 
reduced rather than displaced. But 
politicians have never been very good 
at waiting for the long run.

Third, we lack empathy for people in 
different life stages. There is no reason 
that a pensioner with an arthritic hip 
or a plumber with a van full of tools 

I worry that we’re
going about things
the wrong way in 
our attempts to 
reclaim city streets

should feel much joy at the prospect of 
hopping on a bike. Any change to the 
status quo creates winners and losers, 
and the losers should not be ignored.

As Dyson and Sutherland explain, 
people care a great deal about what is 
fair. For example, in London, men are 
more than twice as likely as women to 
commute by cycle. What might that 
suggest about who will gain from more 
cycle lanes? I’m not sure, but the 
question needs addressing. 

Different choices are possible. Recent 
episodes of the podcast 99% Invisible 
have described the Dutch and the 
Japanese experiences with walkable, 
cyclable cities. The Dutch have the 
advantage of topography while the 
Japanese have historically dense cities 
where narrow streets automatically 
slow down cars. But both countries 
have also made deliberate choices in 
response to what they felt were 
unacceptable rates of death and injury 
to children.

In Japan, cars are typically banned 
near elementary schools when children 
are arriving. You can’t bring your child 
to school in a car because that would 
unfairly endanger the other children. 
And since the streets are safe, why 
would you want to? 

The Netherlands, meanwhile, was 
not always a utopia for cyclists: 50 
years ago, pro- and anti-car factions 
literally fought in the streets. 

Changes to our city streets will never 
please everyone. But with patience, 
empathy and an eye on fairness, we can 
certainly try. A visit to Freiburg might 
persuade you of that.

Tim Harford’s children’s book, 
‘The Truth Detective’ (Wren & Rook), 
is now available

Guillem Casasús

come together and say, “Got any heat?” 
then play each other new songs. If the 
others liked a song, you had heat. “You 
want your friends to like what you’re 
doing,” she says. “It’s the most impor-
tant thing.” She talks about her friends 
like they’re not famous at all, just fellow 
artists, colleagues. Maybe family.

Lewis is probably this comfortable in 
show business because she was born 
into it. Her parents were performers, 
with a lounge act in Vegas. They put her 
in her first commercial at three, for 
Jell-O, and by her teenage years she was 
all over film and TV, from Troop Beverly 
Hills to The Wizard.

She’s embarrassed to admit she was a 
child actor, and I ask why. “Well, look at 
our lineage,” she says. She points to the 
original child star, Robert Blake. He was 
accused of murdering his wife! And she 
was in a scene with him once!

I ask if it put pressure on her too. 
Maybe not enough to murder someone 
. . . but just pressure. “Well, I wouldn’t 
recommend it,” she says. “I didn’t really 
have a choice.” It was a lot of responsibil-
ity, when you’re eight, 10, 15. If she audi-
tioned and didn’t get the job, “who was 
going to pay the mortgage?”

But she also got bursts of time on film 
sets with “very creative people”, who 
often became like family. “Being with 
great artists, you learn to listen when 
they share the secrets of how to make 
art and, more importantly, how to live 
and how to be.” Eventually, at 17, she 
realised, “this is bogus”, quit acting and 
went into music.

I like asking artists about their work, 
but with Lewis, it feels intrusive. Her 
work is so bluntly personal, with lyrics 
like, “My forties are kicking my ass”; “I 
fall in love too easy with anyone who 
touches me, fucks with me”; and “I’m 
not a psycho, I’m just tryna get laid.” It’s 
my job to ask — but she’s still a person, 
and we just met. I tell her that.

“Well, ask away,” she grants and pro-
ceeds to consider whether her forties 
are, indeed, kicking her ass. She con-
cludes yes, but that she feels generally 
optimistic and also, having your ass 
kicked is just part of the deal. I tell her 
my thirties are kicking my ass. She 
agrees her thirties also kicked her ass. 
She says dating in your forties is “Good! 
Weird. Fun. Not fun.” I say that sounds 
like dating in your thirties. She says, 
“Samesies.”

The weed gummy may have kicked 
in, because we start talking about things 
like isn’t it crazy how our devices reflect 
our consciousness, and sometimes I 
think about how Hunter S Thompson 
had a party and they shot his ashes out 
of a rocket. It’s time to go.

Lewis is going to Cafe Mogador, her 
favourite restaurant in the East Village, 
to have breakfast for dinner. We embrace 
for a photo. Before it clicks, she says, 
“Hold on”, and shakes out her bangs.

The next night, I watch Lewis onstage. 
The sun is setting over the Brooklyn 
Bridge. It looks like a movie. Halfway 
through, she gets to a line from a nine-
year-old song. “When I look at myself all 
I can see . . . ” she sings, and we all 
scream back: “I’M JUST ANOTHER, 
LADY WITHOUT A BAAAAAABY!”

It’s mass-release. She is our older sis-
ter, telling us she’s hit her late forties and 
don’t worry, we’ll basically be fine. I’m 
happy Jenny Lewis wrote all those lyrics. 
I was happy to scream them back at her. 
I can’t wait to hear about her fifties. 

Listen to part of Lilah’s conversation with 
Jenny Lewis on the FT Weekend podcast at 
ft.com/ft.weekendpodcast

Indie singer-
songwriter 
Jenny Lewis, 
pictured in a 
photoshoot, 
performing on 
stage and for 
her new album 
‘Joy’All’
Bobbi Rich

J enny Lewis was coming to New 
York, and when I told my 
friends, half of them freaked 
out and bought tickets. The 
other half said, “Who?”

I’d last seen her perform two years 
ago. She was the opening act on a Harry 
Styles arena tour, and when I said, 
“Wait, she’s an icon, she’s opening for 
Harry Styles?” my seatmate replied, 
“I’ve never heard of her.” Then she 
appeared. The jumbotron above her 
flashed the words: “Who the F is Jenny 
Lewis?”

Lewis never got quite as famous as the 
pop stars she preceded, but she’s been 
considered a musical godmother for 
many we know and love: Harry. Phoebe 
Bridgers. Haim. Taylor Swift. You could 
argue that she’s the original indie singer-
songwriter dream girl, and over her 25-
year musical career she’s induced
borderline hero worship from girls of a 
certain generation. I am one of those 
girls, and in my mind, Jenny Lewis is 
very famous.

Right now, she is in front of me. She 
has just bopped into a green room at a 

‘Who the F is 
Jenny Lewis?’

Interview | Lilah Raptopoulos talks to the American

singer-songwriter, finding her as raw and honest as

her lyrics — even before the weed gummy kicks in

T-shirt, a red bandanna around her 
neck, little white trainers on her feet and 
tube socks pulled high, with flames. She 
blinks at me a lot, through the curtain of 
her trademark bangs. (As rumour has it, 
so many women enter Williamsburg 
hair salons with a photo of Lewis’s bangs 
that stylists tell them, “Just say you want 
the Jenny.”) Twice, she jumps up from 
her seat to muffle a rogue sound that 
could threaten the recording, lining
pillows along the door, shoving napkins 
down a gurgling sink.

It’s strange to hear Lewis’s voice in 
person, because her voice is the clearest 
thing about her music. It’s right there 
with you, undeniable, declaring things 
that feel true. When I discovered her, 
she was the lead singer of Rilo Kiley, one 
of the only early-2000s indie bands 
whose frontman was a woman. She’d 
sing about breaking up, and men she 
wanted to step up, and it was a revela-
tion to hear someone relish her feelings 
while I was worrying about mine. Her 
solo career took off in 2006, and now 
she’s five albums deep.

I ask her how she writes such honest 
songs. “I mean, it’s all right there,” she 
says. “You don’t have to look too far.” 
Take her recent song “Puppy and a 
Truck”. The pandemic was long. She 
bought a few things. One day, she looked 
at her new puppy. She looked at her new 
truck. In 12 hours, she wrote all the lyr-
ics, climaxing in: “If you feel like giving 
up, shut up. Get a puppy and a truck.”
So yeah, all right there.

Lewis’s new work is emphatically 
doing the thing: putting words to our lit-
tle lives. The heartbreak, the confusion, 
feeling down, feeling alive, wanting 
love, wanting to fuck but not fall in love, 
wanting a puppy and a truck. But now it 
also narrates a life stage we rarely hear 
about in song, at least with such hon-
esty. She’s 47 and single, still hot and still 
cool. She didn’t get married or have 
babies. And she belts it all out onstage.

Lewis says she gets her creative 
energy from the community of musi-
cians around her. She is a member of 
The Postal Service, who still occasion-
ally tour. Beck is a mentor. She’ll men-
tion jamming with Ringo and you’ll 
think . . . Starr? (Yes.) She has a group 
of songwriter friends from Omaha, a 
second home for her, that includes 
Bright Eyes’ Conor Oberst. They used to 

‘Being with great artists, 
you listen as they share the 
secrets of how to make art, 
how to live and how to be’

Manhattan hotel, said “Hiiiii” like we’re 
old friends and dropped her Betty Boop 
purse on a chair. She’s currently touring 
to promote her most recent album, 
Joy’All, and today is her one day “off” in 
New York. Tomorrow, I’ll see her in a 
black leather jumpsuit on the roof of 
Pier 17, strapped with an acoustic Gib-
son guitar, presiding over the skyline 
and thousands of fans. But for now, she 
taps the mic I’ve set up for the FT Week-
end podcast.

To test the sound, I ask her what she 
ate for breakfast. She leans in close and, 
in a beautifully clear voice, the same one 
I’ve kept snug in my earbuds since I was 
17, says three decisive words: “One weed 
gummy.” It’s 3pm on a Monday. She 
assures me she just took it. We agree 
that the next 90 minutes could go a 
number of ways.

Lewis, 47, looks early-2000s vintage 
pristine: tiny black hot pants, an Elvis 
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C onvenience is the nemesis of 
focus. In the kitchen, we rely 
on shortcuts and time-sav-
ing technology. There are 
nanosecond meals, and 

every tool, gadget and technological 
advance to let us dine at the press of a 
button. But are we really serving our-
selves by being emancipated from it all? 

Globe artichokes are the opposite of 
convenient. The prickly, high-mainte-
nance, edible cousin to thistles, they are 

a time-consuming pursuit. Intimidating 
to the uninitiated cook, they are stand-
offish, wrapped in a sturdy green 
armour that protects their tender, pre-
cious hearts. Like anything worth hav-
ing, they are hard work. 

To begin with, there is the fiddly and 
necessary preparation: trimming, 
scooping of the hairy inedible choke and 
soaking in acidulated-water before 
steaming or boiling. Eating them is done 
one delicate petal at a time, scraping 

their lean flesh off between your teeth 
until you reach the toothsome, meaty 
heart that is gobbled up in just two bites. 
But when you savour their delicate and 
sophisticated flavour, you’ll be glad you 
persevered. The sense of accomplish-
ment when you survey the debris of 
trimmings next to your perfectly 
prepped artichokes is rewarding too. 

Complex tasks demand more of our 
attention, meaning we have less mental 
capacity remaining to wander off to the 
call of the nearest stimulating ding. As I 
prepared these one at a time, I found 
myself fully absorbed in the challenging 
task, my attention finely attuned to the 
shifting demands of the vegetable. 
Concentrate long enough and it is possi-
ble to reach a kind of euphoric place of 
mindfulness.

Louise Hagger

Affairs of the heart
Cookery | Preparing Ravinder Bhogal’s artichoke 

starter demands love and attention but is worth it

Serves four as a starter

Ingredients
4 globe artichokes
The juice of one lemon (reserve the 

squeezed lemons)

For the saffron aioli:
2 egg yolks
The juice of half a lemon
1 garlic clove, finely grated or chopped
1 tsp Dijon mustard
A fat pinch of saffron, soaked in one
   tablespoon warm water for 15 minutes
160ml olive oil
Sea salt to taste

Method
1. Begin by preparing the artichokes. Fill 
a large bowl with water and pour in the 
lemon juice. Soaking your prepared 

4. Put a steamer basket on top of a 
large pot of boiling salted water. 
Place the artichokes in the basket 
and cover and steam for 35 to 45 
minutes or until the artichokes are 
tender enough to pierce easily with the 
tip of a sharp knife. 

5. In the meantime, make the 
saffron aioli. Whisk the egg yolks, 
garlic, lemon juice, mustard and 
saffron (with its soaking liquor) in 
a bowl to combine. While still 
whisking, add oil, starting a drop at 
a time to prevent splitting, then 
gradually in a thin, steady stream 
until incorporated. Season to taste 
and set aside.

6. Serve the artichokes warm or at 
room temperature with the aioli.

artichokes in acidulated water will stop 
them discolouring while you are 
readying the others. 

2. Remove the tough outer leaves 
from the artichoke, then rub the 
squeezed lemon half all over the 
artichoke. Using a sharp knife, trim off 
the top of the artichoke and the tops of 
any sharp leaves remaining. Either 
break or cut off the stem so you have 
a flat bottom. 

3. Using a paring knife, circle around 
the base of the artichoke and remove 
any tough green parts. Finally, use a 
teaspoon to remove the “choke” or 
inedible fibres at the heart of the 
artichoke. Drop into the acidulated 
water and repeat with the remaining 
artichokes.

Steamed artichokes with saffron aioli 

Capaldi lowers the guitar. I notice 
Davis is on the phone. She smiles and 
says, “The news about you being an 
actor has reached Hollywood. Shonda 
says she’ll reboot Scandal and hire you to 
play the main villain.”

Gordon cheers.
“‘You’re my inspiration, Sofie,” Gay 

says. She decides to dedicate her next 
book to me.

The desserts arrive. Æbleskiver (imag-
ine if pancakes came in ball form) and 
risalamande, or rice porridge. You hide 
an almond in it, and the person who gets 
the almond wins a marzipan pig.

“Oh!” I exclaim and pick the almond 
out of my mouth. Davis hands me the 
pig. “You’ve earnt it,” she says.

Capaldi starts singing his song, “Sofie, 
Before You Gofie”, and it’s beautiful.

Bodnia cries regretfully. 

Sofie Hagen is at Monkey Barrel Comedy, 
Edinburgh, until August 27

potatoes and what we refer to in Den-
mark as just “brown gravy”. You know, 
that lovely taste of “brown”.

There are no starters, but there will be 
two desserts. The meal has been cooked 
by my grandmother circa 1995. I can’t 
have her cook it now as she’s dead. That 
would frankly be a mood killer. We eat 
and drink. There are no awkward 
silences. No one speaks over me. There’s 
no alcohol because we’re all over 30 and 
we’ve got work tomorrow. I don’t like it 
when people are drunk-loud.

After dinner, Capaldi falls in love with 
me very suddenly and starts singing all 
of his songs to me, changing every other 
word to “Sofie”. 

“She’s mine!” Bodnia yells. Capaldi 
gets angry and raises his guitar to smash 
it into Bodnia’s face, but I get in between 
them. “Stop,” I plead and look at Bodnia. 
“I thought what we had was special, but 
now I realise it was just a kiss. 
Maybe . . . I am an actor, after all.”

so I was very much in love with him until 
I learnt he was eight years younger than 
me. In this fantasy, he’s 34 and I’m not a 
creep. We fall into an embrace or, as he’d 
probably describe it, “a polite hug”. 

We are having Danish Christmas food: 
roast pork, roast duck, caramelised 
potatoes, pickled red cabbage, new baby 

Russian guy from Killing Eve. If you 
know only one thing about me, let it be 
that I made out with Kim Bodnia in 2012 
for a TV sketch. As previously stated, 
I’m not an actor. When I kiss, I have zero 
emotional distance. We made out for 
several minutes, shook hands and never 
saw each other again, but ever since I 
have felt he is my actual ex-boyfriend. I 
ignore the fact that he looks like my dad. 

“Kim,” I say with a knowing stare. He 
nods and smiles. He remembers. 

Then Roxane Gay walks in. “I saw the 
guest list. I’m so nervous!” she says, 
which makes me feel much calmer. Gay 
has written some of my favourite books, 
Hunger, Difficult Women, Bad Feminist. 
She’s extraordinary. I tell her that she’s 
my inspiration and she just smiles.

(Read this next bit in a Scottish accent.)
“Hello!” Lewis Capaldi enters. A few 

years ago, I dreamt he sent me romantic 
texts and, just like with Bodnia, I had no 
idea what was reality and what was not, 

D esigner Abigail Ahern is 
not invited to my fantasy 
dinner party, but she has 
kindly allowed us to have it 
at her house. It looks, of 

course, as it does in my imagination: a 
maximalist haven, full of hairy cush-
ions, dark walls and seats you can sink 
into. She has accommodated my 
request that we have dining chairs with-
out armrests. It’s important that I can sit 
down without having my hip bones 
crushed.  

I arrive with Aubrey Gordon, pod-
caster and author of What We Don’t Talk 
About When We Talk About Fat, who 
begins by applauding my armrest deci-
sion. She is a fat, queer lady and there-
fore she gets me. I fall into her arms and 
confess that I’m petrified. “Why did I 
invite such cool people? What if they 
don’t like me?”

Gordon pats my head, “Sofie, it’s your 
fantasy. They’ll all love you.”

I relax. The doorbell rings. Everyone 
arrives all at once, so I don’t spend any 
time worrying that I’ve been aban-
doned. Viola Davis walks in first. EGOT-
winner, one of the best (if not the best) 
actresses of our time. She’s there to 
humble us all. She’s also there as my 
direct link to Shonda Rhimes. I need her 
help convincing Rhimes to do another 

season of Scandal where I play the vil-
lain, despite not being an actor.

Right behind her is Danish actor Kim 
Bodnia. “Who?” you ask, but then I 
show you a photo and you go “Oh, him!” 
The bearded guy from The Bridge. The 

I once made out with the 
bearded guy from ‘The 
Bridge’, shook his hand 
and never saw him again

Lewis Capaldi, Roxane Gay and that guy from ‘Killing Eve’
Fantasy dinner party | Comedian Sofie Hagen has always struggled to separate fantasy from reality — never more so than tonight

Celina Pereira

Magazine | Food & Drink

D uring the years I worked 
as a sommelier in 
Montreal, I memorised 
a staggering number 
of “tech sheets”. These 

were briefing documents used to 
expand our knowledge of any given 
wine’s origins, and to make sure 
our tableside storytelling was as 
accurate as could be. On these 
sheets, one narrative came up 
frequently: an individual or a couple 
ripe for a change had gone to 
oenology school, or learnt from 
peers, and reinvented themselves 
as winemakers. I liked telling 
customers these stories of plucky 
winemakers who had abandoned 
financial stability. I liked telling 
them so much, in fact, that I took the 
leap myself. I left Canada for Europe 
and settled on a farm in Germany to 
start making wine three years ago.

The Major Event of the past few 
years has made many people 
re-evaluate their lives. Moving to the 
countryside to experiment with 
cabbage-flavoured kombucha is in 
fashion. But within the world of 
wine, this phenomenon was already 
well under way.

Néo-vignerons, as the French have 
christened us, 
originate from 
all walks of life. 
Some are 
teachers, 
journalists or 
have an artistic 
background, 
like Jutta 
Ambrositsch, 
a winemaker in 
the city of Vienna 
who started out 
as a graphic 
designer. Others 
arrive from 
careers in hospitality. From selling 
wine to making wine, there is only 
the thin line of a dream and many a 
sommelier has crossed it. There are 
also chefs looking for an adventure 
outside the kitchen, such as Laurent 
Saillard, formerly a New York chef 
and server, now a celebrated Loire 
vintner.

Then there is a unicorn category 
of people who come from a 
background in science, leaping in 
with a leg up in chemistry. Left to 
their own devices, grapes would 
choose to retire as vinegar. Nudging 
them off this path requires 
knowledge of the different yeasts 
and bacteria that feed on their 
sugars. Understanding picking 
dates, winemaking styles, ageing 
length and vessels requires scientific 
knowledge as well.

Daniel and Nicola Ham, who 
operate a small winery in Wiltshire, 
UK, called Offbeat Wine, previously 
both worked in the field of marine 
biology. “We were quite immersed 
in nature and trained in ecology, but 
we wanted to do something more 
hands-on and creative,” the couple 
told me over email. “We find that 
winemaking is a good blend of 
intuition and science.” 

The Hams are part of a larger 
movement of people finding their 
calling in organic or biodynamic 
viticulture. In fact, many of the 
people venturing into wine as a 
second career choose to embrace 

Want a career change? 
Try winemaking

Wine | Emily Campeau on the lure of a life spent tending vineyards 

this approach. Most new projects are 
relatively small-scale, in order to be 
humanly manageable and still 
provide a good quality of life.

Late-blooming vintners are often 
less concerned about regulations 
and the weight of regional traditions. 
This leads to creative ideas when the 
grapes hit the cellar. Jasmin Swan is 
a restaurant worker turned vintner 
based in Rheinhessen, Germany, 
with a few vintages under her belt. 
One of her wines (named Doris) is an 
unconventional blend of Riesling 
and Dornfelder, an attractive dark 
rosé that comes in a litre bottle.

Many newcomers opt to work 
outside the system of specific 
regional classification, judging 
freedom more valuable than these 
recognisable seals of approval. 
For example, Ormiale, a low-yield 
project located in the Entre-Deux-
Mers region of Bordeaux, will have 
some wine within the Bordeaux 
appellation and others classified as 
the more permissive Vin de France, 
depending on the style and the 
vintage. Swan has chosen the
base-level Deutscher Wein label 
and Saillard’s bottlings are all Vin 
de France.

The wine world has never been 
more porous. There are many tales 
floating around of vineyards found 
on eBay, or through wine 
communities on social media. 
Converts are likely to settle in 
affordable, under-the-radar regions 
where they can get a good deal on 
renting or buying vines rather than 
planting them. The main advantage 
of this is that production can start 
right away and bring in capital. 
Some vineyards might be in poor 
shape, but each year the vines grow 
older is still precious. In the business 
of nature, time is something that 
you can’t buy. A certain number of 
new projects forgo the tending of 
land completely and begin by 
buying in grapes.

My husband and I placed an ad in 
a wine forum when we started 
looking for a farm, and luck 
eventually found us. Our growing 
project, Wein Goutte, covers three 
and a half hectares of vines from 
which we make wines, ciders and 
vermouths, alongside some 
vegetable production. 

Many néo-vignerons come to this 
line of work after being pushed 

around in stressful jobs, looking for 
peace, quiet and purpose. But the 
lifestyle is easy to over-romanticise. 

Agnes Lovecká, a winemaker at 
Slobodné, in Slovakia, puts it like 
this: “We’re not helping them very 
much with those pictures on social 
media, right? The sunsets in the 
vineyard are not what our regular 
working days look like.” Her 
conversion story is one for the 
books. Her mother and grandfather 
worked on restitution of their family 
land after the Velvet Revolution.

“They were talking about ‘the 
castle’ and we found a devastated 
estate,” she recalls. Her parents 
slowly rebuilt it. Lovecká, her sister 
and their respective partners now 
operate the farm, after saying 
goodbye to various office careers in 
Bratislava. “When our parents 
decided to leave the city and start 
rebuilding the farm, I was 18 years 
old. Village life and working on the 
farm didn’t appeal to me at all at 
that point in my life,” she recalls. 
“I think it was a combination of 
maturing and the call of family 
roots that compelled me to quit my 
job in the city and finally move to 
the country 12 years later.”

As Lovecká 
would have 
known from her 
parents, taking 
care of vines is 
not the same as 
clocking in and 
out of an office. 
It spins your 
professional and 
personal life into 
a blur and 
requires a wild 
combination of 
skills: being good 
at understanding 

nature and fermentation, of course, 
but also at accounting, commerce, 
communication and human 
resources. And it turns out that 
winemaking is a career in which an 
overwhelming portion of your time 
is dedicated to cleaning.

It also requires patience. Waiting 
for grapes to ripen, waiting for juice 
to ferment, waiting for wine to age. 
You get only one chance a year to do 
it right, and so many details can go 
wrong. Five minutes of hail can 
destroy your entire income, as 
seen this year in Piedmont. Spring 
frost, heatwaves and fires are 
multiplying exponentially.  This 
intense rollercoaster of climatic 
chaos thath has peppered the past 
decade with fear and desolation
will not slow down.

Yet despite the eco-anxiety and 
the bottomless piles of paperwork, 
I wouldn’t change it for the world. 
Like most people, I came to the farm 
life looking for a major lifestyle 
change. I wanted to live in the 
daylight, trading late nights at the 
restaurant for early bedtimes and 
waking up with the sunrise. The true 
meaning of my life was found at 
the bottom of a tank, once I had 
scrubbed it well enough. And when 
things don’t go to plan, there is 
always the compensation of a glass 
of good homemade wine. 

Emily Campeau is the co-founder of 
Wein Goutte. Jancis Robinson is away

Debora Szpilman

Between selling wine and 
making it is only the thin 
line of a dream; many a 
sommelier has crossed it



18 ★ † FTWeekend 12 August/13 August 2023

Why isn’t everyone 
talking about Niger?

 Janan Ganesh

Citizen of nowhere

The prairies of America’s Midwest 
have cradled Erinn Springer’s family 
for seven generations. The self-taught 
photographer, born in 1993, returned 
to the farmlands of Wisconsin during 
the pandemic, following the loss of a 
close relative, hoping to reconnect 
with her memories of home.

Springer’s new book, Dormant 
Season, is a poignant collection of 48 
black-and-white images depicting the 
prairie’s agrarian isolation. Springer 
photographed a mixture of family 
members and strangers, attentive to 

the materials and textures of rural 
life: dusty hay, corrugated metal, 
crinkled skin. A dimly lit barn serves 
as a makeshift classroom; exhausted 
children lie slumped on couches; 
antlers bubble, unattended, in a pot 
on the stove. But tender moments of 
connection are forged in the 
bleakness, in this “place at the heart 
of an old dream”.

Georgina Findlay

‘Dormant Season’ is published by 
Charcoal Press

SNAPSHOT  
‘Dormant Season’ 
(2023) by 
Erinn Springer

Chess solution 2532 1...Bg2! 2 Kxg2 Rxf2+! 3 Kxf2 Nxd3+ and Nxc5 wins.  The obvious 1...Nf3+? fails to 2 Nxf3 Qxf3 3 Qg5+! Kh8 4 
Qxd8+ and White wins.

The fanaticism and faddism 
of football fashion 

Jo Ellison

Trending

away, if not childish, then young 
adult things. 

The Sahel, that luckless band of 
Earth stretching from Senegal to 
Eritrea, is nearer to Europe than 
America is. Maybe its slow impalement 
by the pincers of jihadism and secular 
banditry will turn out to be of no 
external consequence whatever. But — 
and this might be my west African 
infancy talking — it seems a subject 
deserving of more than eerie 
indifference, for our sake, not just 
Niger’s. It might be almost as 
important as the rental market in 
Victoria Park.

I used to deplore a certain kind of 
intrepid westerner in the tropics. I had 
known enough of them in journalism 
to sense they were simulating a 
lifestyle — large properties, live-in 
servants — that was no longer within 
their financial reach back home. 
Others, whether in the aid sector or 
on a year out, dabbled with “non-
aligned” politics in a credulous, 
Graham Greene sort of way.

Well, I take at least some of it back. 
Give me that voyeurism if the 
alternative is ever-decreasing 
circles of introspection. Give me 
Greene over another millennial novel 
in which someone mopes into a 
cortado for 200 pages. (Some call it 
“sad girl lit”, but there are more than 
sufficient male exponents of this 
inessential craft.) 

It isn’t a crime that I had to root 
around a bit to apprise myself of 
events in Niger. The crime is that I 
would have paid no social price for 
my ignorance.

janan.ganesh@ft.com

O n August 1, around 
lunchtime, a UK resident 
who felt under-briefed on 
the coup in Niger would 
have found the homepage 

of our national broadcaster’s website 
unilluminating. “Hiccupping giant 
panda caught on camera in China” 
had made the editorial cut, though. So 
had “Boris Johnson’s swimming pool 
plans threatened by newts”: one of 
three stories that had to do in some 
way with housing. 

I cite the BBC here because it is 
uniquely famous, not because it is 
uniquely culpable. (Its francophone 
Afrique website is a treasure.) Only 
two UK-based print outlets, including 
the one you are reading, have given 
the Niger story its due. The US, 
with five times the population of the 
UK, has given it about the same level 
of coverage. 

Let me anticipate the line of defence 
— “our audience isn’t interested” — and 
agree with it. No one has mentioned 
Niger to me in conversation since the 
coup began, and my peers are a 
passport-using, news-addicted crowd, 
in a city where the African influence 
is large and old.

At the same time, I can read and hear 
all I could ever want about: the ordeal 
of renting a flat, dating and its 
discontents, the effect of Elon Musk 
on Twitter’s user-friendliness. But in 
letting them clutter its view of the 
world outside, the intelligentsia 
suggests it has turned a bit small-time 
and a bit wet.

Now, true, middle age is speaking. I 
am at that point of life where 
everything palls in comparison to a 
generation earlier. The music is 

goofier and the footballers more 
robotic. But — and readers under 30 
will just have to take my word for this 
— you once needed to try very hard 
not to end up in an argument about 
the Israeli-Palestinian question. The 
standard of the discourse was 
mortifyingly low-grade, but it was at 
least outward-facing.

What happened? A sequence of 
unsuccessful wars — Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Libya — drained the west of the moral 
confidence to even discuss much 
poorer and weaker countries. (See 
how tongue-tied some rich-
world greens are about “Global South” 
carbon emitters.) At the same time, 

a generation that missed out on the 
asset boom had to narrow its 
mental horizons to the domestic and 
the personal.

But if the New Parochialism is 
understandable, that doesn’t make it 
affordable. The west is up against 
one and a half superpowers that 
view each region of the world as a 
potential front against US-led 
liberalism. To push back, it won’t be 
enough to know about China and 
Russia themselves (in many ways 
the most stable pieces of the 
picture). There are uncountable 
other moving parts that will impinge 
on our lives. At some point, a 
generation is going to have to put 

You once needed to try 
very hard not to end up in 
an argument about the 
Israeli-Palestinian question

Hollywood actor, nor possess a player 
like Messi who can trigger huge sales. 
But the club have been canny enough 
to recognise that if the mood is right 
and the product sufficiently exciting, 
you might be able to shift club merch 
to buyers beyond the traditional fan.

My daughter couldn’t define a free 
kick if her life depended on it, but she 
has still amassed a fine collection of 
vintage shirts. According to brand 
agency Hatch Group, Google searches 
for “classic football shirt” have risen 
32 per cent in the past year, while UK 
#footballshirt posts have had 17mn 
views on TikTok in the past four 
months alone. 

Is this an overspill of the long-
running trend for sportswear, the 
associated interest in the Fifa Women’s 
World Cup now under way or simply 
part of a cycle that routinely 
appropriates the football terrace for 
ideas? Or is there something deeper in 
our psyche that finds us, at a time of 
fractiousness and partisanship, seeking 
out, however nebulous, our “team”?

Certainly the new era of sport 
merchandising is banking on the idea 
that wearing a club’s kit is less a sign of 
season-ticket waving, religious fervour, 
and more a nod to the idea that the 
game represents a collective, feelgood 
mood. And from what I can see of 
Annan-Jonathan’s profile, he knows 
how to make things cool.  

The refashioning of football, 
with fly-by-night supporters drifting 
in to buy a hoodie without having 
experienced the bitter chill of winter 
fixtures, will no doubt be looked on by 
sporting purists with disdain. 

But if it brings money into clubs in 
lower divisions and stimulates a 
broader interest, it’s surely a win for 
fanatics and faddists alike. Besides, 
the traditionalists needn’t worry — it 
won’t be long before the cycle shifts 
and the real fans can reclaim the game 
for themselves.  

jo.ellison@ft.com

N ews that Crystal Palace 
have become the first 
football club in the Premier 
League to appoint a 
creative director was 

greeted by most of their fan base with a 
shrug. “Can he play at right back?” was 
among the more popular responses. 

Kenny Annan-Jonathan, a “brand 
architect” who founded the sports 
marketing agency The Mailroom in 
2017, has been enlisted to oversee 
apparel collections and fashion brand 
partnerships at the south London club.

He has previously worked with 
former Palace winger Wilfried Zaha, 
who recently left the club after a nine-
season spell, as well as West Ham’s 
Michail Antonio and the sprinter 
Daryll Neita. Annan-Jonathan says he 
will create “products that go beyond 
typical sports team merch and grow 
the team’s fan base”. His first collection 
will debut in September. 

Would you consider wearing Crystal 
Palace merch if you weren’t an Eagles 
fan? They finished mid-table last 
season and are relatively unknown as 
an international brand. Palace haven’t 
enjoyed huge fashionability since 
Ian Wright and Mark Bright were a 
dazzling goalscoring partnership. 

But that was in the 1980s. And 
notwithstanding that I am a blood 
relative of a season ticket-holding, 
diehard member of the Eagles 
brethren, I imagine the club will 
struggle to become much more than 
a niche interest in an arena awash with 
bigger, more explosive brands. 

Then again, the announcement 
comes at a time when football is 
cresting in popularity in all sorts of 
new unlikely ways. Who would have 
imagined a few years ago that the 
hottest football shirt this summer 
would be a candy-pink number from 
Inter Miami, a below-average Major 
League Soccer team? 

Yet sales of the number 10 jersey 
have been frenzied since Lionel Messi 
signed in mid-July for the team co-

owned by David Beckham. Fanatics,
a company that tracks jersey sales, 
confirms that Messi has already 
surpassed stars such as American 
footballer Tom Brady and basketball 
player LeBron James in popularity as 
soccer has gained a foothold in the US 
consciousness. 

Equally bizarre, Wrexham, currently 
in the fourth tier of England’s league 
system, have just completed a starry 
pre-season tour of the US on which 
they played Chelsea, LA Galaxy II and 
Manchester United (they lost 3-1). 

Thanks to the fame of their actor 
owners Ryan Reynolds and Rob 
McElhenney, Wrexham have enjoyed 
the glow — and financial bounce — of 
a new fan base via a Disney+ series 
following their efforts to win 
promotion to the English Football 
League — the perfect underdog story, 
with Hollywood production. The 
team’s global popularity naturally has 

been accompanied by a huge spike in 
merch sales. 

Wrexham might be one of the first 
clubs to galvanise a proper interest 
in league “soccer”, but it won’t be the 
last. News last week that Brady is 
partnering with Knighthead Capital 
Management to take a minority stake 
in Birmingham City could provide a 
similar fillip for a team that have 
hovered in the second tier of English 
football for more than a decade. 

Brady says his interest was spurred 
by the club’s underdog appeal. Fans 
will be hoping the investment by a 
sports legend considered by many the 
greatest player in NFL history, will have 
the same Wrexham fairytale effect. 
Crystal Palace are not owned by a 

Who would have imagined 
the hottest football shirt 
this summer would be a 
candy-pink number?

This week, the American indie-

singer-songwriter musician 

Jenny Lewis 

joins podcast 

host Lilah 

Raptopoulos 

(who doesn’t 

hide the fact that she’s a huge 

fan) to break down how Lewis 

writes a song. Her music has 

paved the way for many famous 

pop stars and singer-songwriters 

today. Lewis talks us through her 

trajectory: from child actor 

supporting her family, to lead 

singer of the beloved indie band 

Rilo Kiley, to solo artist who just, 

at 47, came out with her fifth solo 

album Joy’All. 
As well as riffing on dating on 

how women get through life in 

their thirties (and forties), Lilah 

asks Lewis what she had for 

breakfast. The reply is “one weed 

gummy”— and they’re off.” 

Listen wherever you get 

your podcasts, or at 

ft.com/ftweekendpodcast 

Are you listening to the FT Weekend podcast?
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D uurriinngg tthhee ppaannddeemmiicc,,
DDeessppiinnaa aanndd TTaassoo ddeecciiddeedd
tthhaatt tthhee UUSS ppuubblliicc sscchhooooll
ssyystestemm waswasnn’’tt wworkorkiningg foforr
tthheeiirr eeiigghhtt--yyeeaarr--oolldd ddaauugghh--

tteerr.. TThhee GGrreeeekk--AAmmeerriiccaann ffaaffff mmiillyy ttooookk
aa ““lleeaapp ooff ffaaiitthh”” aanndd mmoovveedd ffrroomm
MMaassssaacchhuusseettttss ttoo tthhee MMoonnffeeffff rrrraattoo wwiinnee
rreeggiioonn ooff PPiieeddmmoonntt iinn nnoorrtthheerrnn IIttaallyy,,
wwhheerree aa nneeww VViillllaaggaa ee FFoorreesstt SScchhooooll hhaadd
jjuusstt ooppeenneedd..

““WWeeWWWW ccaann wwoorrkk ffrrffff oomm aannyywwhheerree aanndd
wweerree ccuullttuurraallllyy ddrraawwaaaa nn bbaacckk ttoo EEuurrooppee..
TThhee nneeww sscchhooooll ooffffffff eeffff rreedd tthhee ssoorrtt ooff eedduu--
ccaattiioonn wwee ddrreeaammtt ooff:: lleettttiinngg cchhiillddrreenn
rreemmaaiinn cchhiillddrreenn ffoorr lloonnggeerr,,”” ssaayyss
DDeessppiinnaa —— nnooww aallssoo tthhee mmootthheerr ooff ttwwtttt iinn
bbooyyss —— wwhhoo ddeecclliinneedd ttoo ggiivvee hheerr ssuurr--
nnaammee.. ““IItt’’ss b beeeenn a a mmaa aassssiivvee cchhaannggee f fooffff rr
tthhee ffaaffff mmiillyy bbuutt wwee nnooww hhaavvaaaa ee aa lliiffeeffff ssttyyllee
mmoorree cclloosseellyy aalliiggnneedd wwiitthh oouurr vvaalluueess ooff
lliivviinngg aa sslloowweerr lliiffeeffff mmoorree cclloosseellyy ccoonn--
nneecctteedd wwiitthh tthhee nnaattuurraall wwoorrlldd aanndd tthhee
ppeeoopplleeaarroouunndduuss..””

AA ttyyppiiccaall sscchhooooll ddaayy ssttaarrttss wwiitthh tthhee
cchhiillddrreenn ssiinnggiinngg ssoonnggss ttooggeetthheerr,,rrrr ccoomm--
bbiinniinngg ccoouunnttiinngg aanndd llaanngguuaaggee sskkiillllss,,
bbeeffooffff rree ttwwtt oo bblloocckkss ooff ccllaassssrroooomm--bbaasseedd
lleessssoonnss:: mmaattaaaa hhss,, hhiissttoorryy,,yyyy ggeeooggrraapphhyy eettcc,,
ttaauugghhtt bbyy bbootthh aann IIttaalliiaann aanndd aann EEnngglliisshh
tteeaacchheerr..rrrr LLuunncchh iiss bbaasseedd oonn tthhee nnoossee--ttoo--
ttaaiill,, nnoonn--pprroocceesssseedd ffooffff oodd pprriinncciipplleess ooff
tthhee WWeeWW ssttoonn PPrriiccee ddiieett —— tthheerree’’ss rriiccee
ssooaakkeedd iinn bboonnee bbrrootthh,, ffooffff rr eexxaammppllee,, oorr aa
rraaggaa ùù mmaaddee ffrrffff oomm tthhee wwhhoollee oorrggaannss ooff aa
ccooww oorr ppiigg.. AAffttffff eerr lluunncchh tthheerree wwiillll bbee aarrtt,,
ccrraaffttffff ss,, wwooooddwwoorrkk,, mmaayyaaaa bbee hhoorrsseerriiddiinngg
aannddeevveennggrraappe-e-ppiicckkiinnggaattaaaa hhaarrvvrrrr eesstt ttiimmee..

TThhee ssttuuddeennttss’’ ppaarreennttss hhaavvaaaa ee iimmmmeerrsseedd
tthheemmsseellvveess iinn llooccaall lliiffeeffff —— mmaakkiinngg wwiinnee
oorr oolliivvee ooiill,, ffaaffff rrmmiinngg oorr ddeessiiggnniinngg llooccaall
hhoouusseess.. TThhee hhiillllttoopp vviillllaaggaa ee ooff MMoonnttaallddoo’’ss
ppooppuullaattaaaa iioonnhhaassggrroowwnnffrrffff oomm7700ttoo111100..SSiixx
ooff tthhee ffaaffff mmiilliieess aarree rreennoovvaattiinngg hhoommeess
tthheeyy’’vvee bboouugghhtt ffooffff rr iinnvveessttmmeenntt rreeaassoonnss
—— ttoo lleett oonn AAiirrbbnnbb,, llaauunncchh aa yyooggaa rreettrreeaattaaaa
oorr ccrreeaattee aann ““eeccoollooddggee”” —— wwhhiillee tthheeiirr
cchhiillddrreenn hhaavvaaaa ee rreeaanniimmaattaaaa eedd vviillllaaggaa ee lliiffeeffff bbyy
rrooaammiinngg aarroouunndd tthhee ffiiffff eellddss.. AAccccoorrddiinngg ttoo
llooccaall eessttaattee aaggaa eenntt RRiiccccaarrddoo RRiivvaa,, tthhiiss
iinnffllffff oowwhhaassppuusshheedduupppprrooppeerrttrrrr yytttt pprriicceess..

TThhee nnuummbbeerr ooff aalltteerrnnaattiivvee iinntteerrnnaa--
ttiioonnaall sscchhoooollss ooppeerraattiinngg aarorouunndd tthhee

The world 
is their 
classroom

‘Work-from-anywhere’ families are

increasingly willing to relocate to a new

country to provide their children with a

progressive education, writes Liz Rowlinson

oorrlldd hhaass iinnccrreeaasseedd iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss ——
ssoommeettiimmeess bbeeccoommiinngg tthhee mmaaiinn rreeaassoonn
ffooffff rr ffaaffff mmiilliieess ttoommoovveettooaanneewwccoouunnttrryyrrrr ..yyyy AAss
aa ggrroowwiinngg nnuummbbeerr ooff ffaaffff mmiilliieess wwiitthh ccoorr--
ppoorraattaaaa ee bbaacckkggkk rroouunnddss oorr eennttrreepprreenneeuurriiaall
wwoorrkk--kkkk ffrrffff oomm--aannyywwyyyy hheerree rroolleess rreejjee eecctt ttrraaddii--
ttiioonnaall sscchhoooollss aass uunnffiiffff tt ffooffff rr tthheeiirr lliiffeeffff ssttyytttt llee,,
ssoo--ccaalllleedd ““pprrooggrreessssiivvee”” eedduuccaattiioonnaall
mmooddeellssaarreebbeeccoommiinnggmmoorreeppooppuullaarr..rrrr

TThhee ppaannddeemmiicc tthhrreeww aa lliigghhtt oonn wwhhaatt
cchhiillddrreenn wweerree lleeaarrnniinngg iinn sscchhooooll,, ssaayyaaaa ss
BBeenn KKeessttnneerr,,rr hheeaadd ooff TThhee LLeeaarrnniinngg
PPrroojjoo eecctt,, aa nneeww sseellff--ddiirreecctteedd lleeaarrnniinngg
sscchhooooll iinn IIbbiizzaa.. ““DDuurriinngg lloocckkddoowwnn,, ppaarr--
eennttss ssaawwaaaa wwhhaatt tthheeyy wweerree ddooiinngg oonnlliinnee
aanndd rreeaalliisseedd,, iinn mmaannyy ccaasseess,, tthhaatt tthheerree
wwaass aa llaacckk ooff ccoonnnneeccttiioonn ttoo tthhee rreeaall
wwoorrlldd..”” RRoollaanndd WWiitthheerrooww ooff eedduuccaattaaaa iioonn
ccoonnssuullttaannccyy WWiitthheerrooww BBrrooookkee hhaass sseeeenn
tthhiiss ttoooo.. ““AA““ lloott mmoorree ffaaffff mmiilliieess aarree mmoorree
ccooggnniissaanntt aabboouutt tthhee aalltteerrnnaattiivvee
appapprroacoachehes s to to schschooolioling.ng. TraTraditditionionalal
sscchhoooolliinngg mmeetthhooddss aarree nnoott rreessppoonnddiinngg
ffaaffff sstt eennoouugghh ttoo tthhtttt ee rraappiidd ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff
[[aarrttrrrr iiffiiffff cciiaallaaaa iinntteelllliiggeennccee]]..””

TThheerree’’ss aann iinnccrreeaasseedd aappppeettiittee ffoorr
sscchhoooolliinngg tthhaattaaaa pprriioorriittiisseess ssuussttaaiinnaabbaa iilliittyytttt
aanndd mmeennttaall wweellllbbeeiinngg.. YYeeYYYY tt sscchhoooollss tthhaatt

wwaayyss,, hhaass bbeeeenn tthhee ““uunnsscchhoooolliinngg””
mmoovveemmeenntt,, wwhhiicchh lleettss tthhee cchhiilldd ddiirrecectt
wwhhaattaaaa tthheeyy aarree lleeaarrnniinngg,, nnoott tthhee tteeaacchheerr
oorraapprreesseettccuurrrriiccuulluumm..

IItt wwaass oonnllyy ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa ssaabbbbaattiiccaall
ffooffff rr aarrttiisstt LLyyddiiaa JJaannsssseenn,, hheerr hhuussbbaanndd
LLuukkee aanndd tthheeiirr tthhrreeee cchhiillddrreenn,, wwhhoo
mmoovveedd ffrrffff oomm SSiinnggaappoorree sseevveenn yyeeaarrss aaggaa oo
ttoo tthhee GGrreeeenn SScchhooooll iinn BBaallii.. AAtt iittss bbaamm--
bboooo ccaammppuuss iinn tthhee jjuunnggllee,, tthhee cchhiillddrreenn
ddeecciiddee wwhhaattaaaa iinntteerreessttss tthheeyy wwaanntt ttoo ppuurr--
ssuuee,, wwiitthhtttt aa ffooffff ccuuss oonn pprraaccttiiccaall,, iinnddeeppeenndd--
eenntt lleeaarrnniinnggaannddtthhtttt eeeennvvnnnn iirroonnmmeenntt..

SSeett uupp iinn 22000088,, tthhee GGrreeeenn SScchhooooll wwaass
aa ffoorreerruunnnneerr ooff mmaannyy ooff tthhee nneeww
sscchhoooollss aanndd hhaass nnooww eexxppaannddeedd ttoo 550000
ppuuppiillss aaggaa eedd tthhrreeee ttoo 1188 ffrrffff oomm 4488 nnaattiioonn--
alialitietiess. . AnnAnnualual  fefeees s go go up up to to RRp30p302mn2mn
(In(Indondoneesiasiann ruprupiahiahs) s) a a litlittletle  leless ss thathann
$$2200,,000000 —— aaffffffff ooffff rrddaabbllee wwhheenn ccoommppaarreedd
ttoo iinnddeeppeennddeenntt sscchhoooollss iinn LLoonnddoonn oorr
NeNeww YYooYYYY rrkk,, yyeett wwayay aabboovvee tthhee rreeaacchh ooff
ssoommee llooccaallss,, wwhhiicchh hhaass lleedd ttoo ccrriittiicciissmm
ooff iitt bbeeccoommiinngg aa ““rriicchh hhiippppyy hheeaavvaaaa eenn””..

BBoonnnniiee CCuutthhbbeerrttssoonn,, iinn tthhee sscchhooooll’’ss
mmaarrkkeettiinngg ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, ssaayyss 1166 ppeerr
cceenntt ooff ppuuppiillss aarree llooccaall sscchhoollaarrss,, mmoosstt
ooff wwhhoomm aarree ffuuffff llllyy ffuuffff nnddeedd.. SShhee ssaayyaaaa ss tthhee
sscchhooooll sseelleeccttss ffaaffff mmiilliieess wwiitthh aa ddeessiirree ttoo
lliivvee tthheeiirr ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee eetthhooss..

LLiikkee ootthheerr sscchhoooollss ooff tthhiiss nnaattuurree,, iitt
ddooeessnn’’tt ooffffffff eeffff rr bbooaarrddiinngg.. FFaammiilliieess ttyyppii--
ccaallllyy rreenntt aa vviillllaa iinn PPeerreerreennaann,, aa ccooaassttaall
ararea ea of of ricrice e padpaddiedies s andand  temtempleples s aawawaaa yyaaaa
ffrroomm tthhee ttoouurriisstt rreessoorrttss,, aanndd tthhee
JJaannsssseennss bboouugghhtt aa wwooooddeenn jjooggoo lloo hhoouussee

(Clockwise from 
top) The Alma 
Forest School, 
based on a 
finca near 
Sotogrande, 
Andalucía; 
Emily Puetz and 
family, from 
Colorado, at The 
Green School in 
New Zealand, 
‘raising the next 
generation to 
save the planet’; 
the Village 
Forest School, 
Piedmont, Italy; 
Sintra, Portugal, 
home of Steiner 
Waldorf school 
Escola da Terra 
and the Hypha 
Learning Hub 
forest school — 
Inna Zabotnova/Alamy

iinnllaanndd aatt UUbbuudd.. ““II ccoommee ffrroomm aann aaccaa--
ddeemmiicc bbaacckkggkk rroouunndd bbuutt II wwaanntteedd aa ddiiff--
ffeeffff rreenntt ttrraajjaa eeccttoorryy wwiitthh mmyy kkiiddss aatt oonnee
wwiitthh nnaattuurree aanndd eeaattiinngg ooffffffff bbaammbboooo--lleeaaff
ppllaatteess,,”” ssaayyss LLyyddiiaa.. ““WWee ffeellll iinn lloovvee
wwiitthh tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy ooff iinnssppiirriinngg ppeeoo--
ppllee ffrroomm aallll oovveerr tthhee wwoorrlldd —— aanndd
wwee ssttaayyeedd.. PPaarreennttss ccoo--wwoorrkk oonn
tthhee ccaammppuuss aanndd ggiivvee mmiinnii TTEEDD--ssttyyllee
ttaallkkss eveveerryy weweeekk.. TThheyey aarree nnuurrttuurriinngg
mmiinnii eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss..””

AAlluummnnii iinncclluuddee CClloovveerr HHooggaann,, 2244,, aa
cclliimmaattee aaccttiivviisstt,, aanndd MMeellaattii RRiiyyaannttoo
WWiijjii sseenn,, 2222,, wwhhoo wwiitthh hheerr ssiisstteerr IIssaabbeell
ssttaarrtteedd OOnnee IIssllaanndd OOnnee VVooVVVV iiccee ttoo cclleeaann
up up BalBali’i’s s bbeaceachehess. . SomSome e of of thethe  parparententss
hhaavvaaaa ee hheellppeedd sseett uupp nneeww sscchhoooollss,, iinncclluudd--
iinngg NNooaann FFeessnnoouuxx,, wwhhoo ccoo--ffoouunnddeedd
tthhee RREEAALL SScchhooooll BBuuddaappeesstt aanndd iiss
nnooww wwoorrkkiinngg oonn aa nneeww pprroojjeecctt iinn tthhee
MMiiddddllee EEaasst.t.

TThheeGGrreeeennSScchhoooollhhaassrreecceennttlltttt yyooppeenneedd
nneeww bbrraanncchheess iinn SSoouutthh AAffrrffff iiccaa aanndd iinn
TTaarraannaakkii oonn tthhee rreemmoottee wweesstt ccooaasstt ooff
NNeeww ZZeeaallaanndd’’ss NNoorrtthh IIssllaanndd,, nnooww hhoommee
ttoo EEmmiillyy PPuueettzz,, SSaamm RReeiidd aanndd tthheeiirr ttwwtttt oo
ddaauugghhtteerrss ffrrffff oommBBoouullddeerr,,rrrr CCoolloorraaddoo..

TThhee ccoouuppllee wwaanntteedd ttoo iimmmmeerrssee tthheeiirr
cchhiillddrreenn iinn aa ddiiffffffff eeffff rreenntt kkiinndd ooff ccuullttuurree,,
ssaayyaaaa ss EEmmiillyy,,yyyy wwhhoo uusseded ttoo rruunn sscchhoooollss iinn
tthhee UUSS aanndd iiss oonn tthhee bbooaarrdd ooff KKiissss
tthhee GGrroouunndd,, aa rreeggeenneerraattaaaa iivvee aaggaa rriiccuullttuurree
nnoonn--pprrooffiiffff tt..

TThhee ffaaffff mmiillyy rreenntt aa hhoouussee vviiaa AAiirrbbnnbb,,
aass yyoouu aarree nnoott aalllloowweedd ttoo bbuuyy aa hhoommee oonn
aa gguuaarrddiiaann--ooff--ssttuuddeenntt vviissiittoorr vviissaa..
““WWe’e’rree nnooww vveerryy iinnvvoollvveedd wwiitthh tthhee
sscchhooooll ccoommmmuunniittyy,,yyyy wwhhiicchh iiss ffuullll ooff
eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss rruunnnniinngg tthheeiirr bbuussii--
nneesssseess rreemmootteellyy,,yyyy”” sshhee ssaayyaaaa ss.. SShhee aaddmmiittss
iitt iiss aa bbiigg ssaaccrriiffiiffff ccee ffoorr aa ffeeww yyeeaarrss bbuutt

ssaayyaaaa ss tthheeyy aarree uunniitteedd iinn ““rraaiissiinngg tthhee nneexxtt
ggeenneerraattaaaa iioonn ttoo ssaavvaaaa ee tthhee ppllaanneett””..

TThhee ddeecciissiioonn ttoo aawwaaaa aarrdd tthhee sscchhooooll ggoovv--
eerrnnmmeenntt ffuuffff nnddiinngg ooff NNZZ$$1111..77mmnn iinn 22002200
wwaass ccrriittiicciisseedd bbyy pprriinncciippaallaa ss ooff llooccaallaa ppuubb--
lliicc sscchhoooollss wwhhoo ssaaiidd tthhee mmoonneeyy wwoouulldd
hhaavvaaaa ee bbeeeenn bbeetttttttt eerr ssppeenntt oonn mmeeaassuurreess ttoo
bbeenneeffiiffff tt tthhee wwhhoollee rreeggiioonn —— 110000 ppeerr cceenntt
ooff tthhee ggrraanntt wwaass llaattaaaa eerr cchhaannggeedd ttoo aa llooaann,,
wwhhwwww iicchhhhaassbbeeeennrreeppaaiidd,, tthhee sscchhooooll ssaayyaaaa ss..

TThhee UUSS iiss oonnee ooff tthhee mmoosstt hhiigghhllyy
eevvoollvveedd llooccaattiioonnss ffoorr pprrooggrreessssiivvee
sscchhoooollss,, yyeett iitt iiss nnoott wwoorrkkiinngg ffooffff rr eevveerryy--
oonnee.. IInn DDeessppiinnaa’’aaaa ss vviieeww,,wwww tthhee bbeesstt--kknnoowwnn
aalltteerrnnaattaaaa iivvee,, tthhee SStteeiinneerr WWaaWWWW llddoorrff sscchhoooollss
—— aann eedduuccaattiioonn mmooddeell tthhaatt pprriioorriittiisseess
eexxppeerriieennttiiaall lleeaarrnniinngg aanndd ccrreeaattiivviittyytttt ——
aarree ffaaffff rr ttoooo eexxppeennssiivvee.. ““IItt’’ss bbeeccoommee aann
eelliittee,, iinnaacccceessssiibblleessyysstteemm,,””sshheessaayyaaaa ss..

TThheerree aarree ootthheerr ““ppuusshh”” ffaaffff ccttoorrss ttoooo,,
ssaayyss NNaatthhaalliiee WWiilllliiss--DDaavvaaaa iiss ooff LLiissbboonn--
bbaasseded ccoonnssuullttaannccyy TTeennddoorriiaa.. ““MMoosstt ooff
mmyy cclliieennttss aarree AAmmeerriiccaann,, wwiitthh tthhee mmaaiinn
ddrriivveerr [[bbeeiinngg]] tthhee vviioolleennccee iinn sscchhoooollss
tthheerree,, oorr tthhee hhiigghh ccoosstt ooff lliivviinngg.. FFaammiilliieess
ggrraavvaaaa iittaattee ttoo tthhee LLiissbboonn rreeggiioonn ffooffff rr tthhee
wwiiddee cchhooiiccee ooff EEnngglliisshh--llaanngguuaaggaa ee iinntteerr--
nnaattaaaa iioonnaall sscchhoooollss..”” MMaannyy ffaaffff vvaaaa oouurr tthhee pprroo--
ggrreessssiivvee ccuurrrriiccuulluumm sscchhoooollss ffooffff rr cchhiillddrreenn
uupp ttoo aaggaa ee 1111,, bbeeffooffff rree ooppttiinngg ffooffff rr aa ttrraaddii--
ttiioonnaall sseenniioorr sscchhooooll wwiitthh aann eeyyee oonn uunnii--
vveerrssiittyytttt aaddmmiissssiioonn..

TThhee lloonngg--tteerrmm ssuucccceessss ooff tthheessee nneeww
sscchhoooollss iiss ccoommpplleetteellyy uunntteesstteedd.. ““AA““ tt

CCooCCCC nnttiinnuueeddoonnppaaggaa ee22

‘We’re very involved with the 
school community — it’s full 
of entrepreneurs running 
businesses remotely’

ffooffff ccuuss oonn hhoolliissttiicc,, ccrreeaattaaaa iivvee aanndd eexxppeerriieenn--
ttiiaall lleeaarrnniinngg aarree nnootthhiinngg nneeww —— MMoonntteess--
ssoorrii,, SStteeiinneerr WWaaWWWW llddoorrff aanndd SSuuddbbuurryyrrrr mmoodd--
eellss aarree aammoonngg tthhee mmoosstt wwiiddeesspprreeaadd
aaccrroossss tthhee UUSS aanndd EEuurrooppee.. FFoolllloowwiinngg oonn
ffrrffff oomm tthhee ccoonncceepptt tthhaatt tthheerree iiss nnoo ““oonnee
ssiizzee ffiiffff ttss aallll”” ssttyytttt llee ffooffff rr cchhiillddrreenn,, wwhhoo lleeaarrnn
aanndd eexxpprreessss tthheemmsseellvveess iinn ddiiffffffff eerreenntt
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Andalucía. “He wants to go to school 
even when he’s sick. The kids are very 
happy and energised.”

In Ibiza, Spain’s spiritual heart of 
alternative schooling, a mix of entrepre-
neurs and free thinkers have been mov-
ing their families over, says Charlie Hill 
of independent estate agent Charles 
Marlow. Alongside Steiner Waldorf, 
Montessori and forest schools, Univer-
sal Mandala and The Learning Project 
are two that have been particularly 
attracting families to the Santa Ger-
trudis, San Lorenzo and San Juan areas. 

“It’s now way more than a fringe 
movement. Dutch, British and Ameri-
can families at these schools are renting 
a finca for €10,000 a month or buying 
one for €7mn to €10mn,” he says. 

Catering for families who move from 
location to location — a trend known as 
world-schooling — Boundless Life is a 
community for digital nomads that has 
created co-working facilities and edu-
cation hubs around the world. These 
offer identical-looking classrooms 
whether in Sintra, the Greek island of 
Syros, Pistoia in Tuscany or Bali — with 
Marbella, Montenegro and Costa Rica
opening in 2024. “Uniform interiors 
give the children continuity as they 
change locations — it’s a great alterna-
tive to home schooling,” says Elodie 
Ferchaud, the founder.

Most of the 300 families rotating 
around these hubs are from the US and 
Canada, with remote-working medics 
alongside the techies and freelancers. In 
Syros, Boundless Life works with local 
owners to renovate houses for its 
nomadic community. 

“They spend money and support the 
local economy,” Ferchaud says of the 
impact of their 20-odd families moving 
into these small villages. 

Despina says the importance of being 
part of a community with similar values 
also inspired their move. “Our priorities 
have changed. The whole family has 
become better connected to the things 
that matter.” 

(Clockwise from 
top) The Green 
School in Bali 
has 500 pupils 
and branches in 
South Africa and 
New Zealand; 
the Alma Forest 
School attracts 
those 
‘questioning the 
validity of 
educational 
approaches’, 
says its founder 
Sharyn 
McFarlane; the 
Janssen family 
in Bali; 
Boundless Life, 
Syros, Greece  

secondary level, the scattergun approach 
of some progressive schools can mean 
that some pupils are not adequately pre-
pared for exams,” says Witherow. 
“Sometimes parents ask us for emer-
gency private tutors to help in this.” 

Willis-Davis has seen a lot of interest 
in Sintra, north of Lisbon, where there is 
a popular Portuguese Steiner Waldorf 
school, Escola da Terra, and the Hypha 
Learning Hub, a new forest school with 
an English curriculum opening in Sep-
tember. Founded by Welsh-born 
teacher Kerry Trigg and Cuban former 
engineer Jennifer Nava, it will cater for 
three to five-year-olds. 

“Many families, like ours, are look-
ing for an alternative, progressive edu-
cation,” says Nava, who took an educa-
tor course at Green School Bali. “The 
national park of Sintra is an ideal fit for 
nature-based learning but there’s also 
been an influx of expats . . . due to high 
property prices in [nearby] Cascais.”

Rafael Sena of Goldcrest Portugal Real 
Estate says those families favour com-
munities such as Quinta da Beloura, 
Penha Longa or Colares, where four or 
five-bedroom villas with pools rent 
from about €3,000 a month.

Other locations are less used to 
incoming families from overseas. Film-
makers, musicians and a professional 
surfer from Hawaii are among the par-
ents at Despina’s Village Forest School 
in Piedmont, which now has 70 stu-
dents, based in a handful of yurts on a 
500-year-old vineyard owned by a 
local family. 

“I wanted to create an academic 
[Steiner Waldorf]-forest school hybrid 
with a bilingual curriculum,” says co-
founder Lucie McCullough, a building 
biologist specialising in non-toxic interi-
ors and mother of four who moved from 
Massachusetts with her family after a 
Covid “home-schooling disaster”.

“We rent a little farm in the village 
and work with local estate agents to 
find homes for newly arriving fami-
lies.” Fees are about €10,000 a year
but a local family can pay in hours of 
work for the school and there are 
“assistance” discounts — 40 per cent of 
the pupils are locals. “I don’t want to 
create an international school bubble,” 
says McCullough.

Estate agent Riva agrees that finding 
farms to rent for expat families is not 
easy. “So some have decided to buy and 
start rental businesses.” He says local 
wineries, restaurants and hotels have
all benefited from families moving into 

Continued from page 1

The world is 
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the area. Some had first looked to Spain, 
a popular choice for international fami-
lies, yet bureaucracy makes it hard to 
set up new models in rural areas — there 
have been planning issues with schools 
in Ibiza, for example.

It took Sharyn McFarlane two years 
to set up the Alma Forest School in 
2019 on a finca near Sotogrande,
Andalucía. The school now has 75

children aged three to 11, mostly Brit-
ish, German and Dutch, with fees from 
€6,000 to €9,750 a year — 15-20 per 
cent of places are reserved for local 
families in receipt of full bursaries or 
assisted places. With a nature-based 
yet academic approach, it was born of 
her experience of not finding what she 
wanted in Dubai. “Parents are moving 
their families here after questioning 
the validity of current educational 
approaches,” she says. “The weather 
helps too.”

One of her digital-nomad families is 
Dutch film-maker Kim Vos, her hus-
band Sebastian and their eight-year-old 
son Ziggy, who attends the school.

“Ziggy spent his first years with us 
going around South America in a 
camper van, but we liked the idea of him 
having a base for three years,” says
Kim of their decision to rent a house in 

‘Dutch, British and 
American families at these 
schools are renting a finca 
for €10,000 a month’

Sigmund Freud spent just one year 
living in the house that opened as 
London’s Freud Museum in 1986 in the 
verdant, affluent neighbourhood of 
Hampstead. Nevertheless, it was “a full 
year” for the father of psychoanalysis, 
says Giuseppe Albano, director of the 
museum. Freud spent these last months 
before his death in September 1939 
battling the mouth cancer that had 
dogged him for the best part of two 

decades, while continuing to treat 
his patients.

He had arrived in London in June 1938 
after moving his entire household from 
Austria, which had been annexed by 
Nazi Germany a few months earlier. Not 
all of his family would survive the Nazi 
invasion, but Freud, certainly helped by 
connections and money, was granted 
refugee status in the UK, together with 
his wife Martha and daughter Anna.

His London-based architect son Ernst 
L Freud had prepared a spacious study 
cum sitting room for him. It has the air of 
a private chapel, Albano says, an 
impression reinforced by the 2,500 
artefacts and talismans from the ancient 
world that populate his desk and shelves, 
arranged in a faithful reconstitution of his 
Vienna office. For Freud, archaeology 

served as a metaphor for psychoanalysis, 
as the search for truth through layers of 
conscious and unconscious memories.

The centrepiece of the room, and 
arguably of the whole museum, is the 
couch where patients were treated with 
Freud’s “talking cure”, topped by 
a heavy wool Persian carpet. This 
is undoubtedly one of the most 
famous pieces of domestic 
furniture in the world. 

During the last agonising weeks 
of his life, Freud was installed on a 
custom-made couch provided 
by a specialist in furniture for the 
disabled in Great Portland Street. 
The “death couch”, along with a 
collection of personal effects held 
in storage, is available for private 
view upon request. 

A third, more spartan couch is 
displayed upstairs, in Anna Freud’s study, 
where she developed her own practice as 
a pioneering child psychoanalyst. On the 
top floor, out of bounds to visitors, is the 
little office where she saw her patients, 

including, on one occasion in 1956, 
Marilyn Monroe. While filming The 
Prince and the Showgirl with 
Laurence Olivier, she experienced 
“a personal crisis”.

A few years ago, a framed 
drawing of a palm tree was 
excavated from storage — it 
turned out to be by Lucian Freud, 
the psychoanalyst’s grandson. 
This early work, from 1944, the 
year of his first solo exhibition at 
the Lefevre Gallery, was a gift 
from the artist to his aunt Anna 

Freud and is now on view in her study.
Although in recent years some of 

Freud’s theories on sexuality and the 
subconscious have been challenged, 
if not discredited, his overall 
contribution is undisputed and 
fascination with his life and work is 
undimmed. The museum welcomes 
30,000 visitors annually. 

At times the fascination can be almost 
fetishistic. In the summer house gift 
shop, you can purchase a jar of plum jam 
made with fruit from the garden’s own 
tree, or sign up to receive a cutting from 
a begonia that once belonged to Freud. 
I am told there is a bit of a waiting list 
though: the plant does not grow fast 
enough to meet demand.

                                                  Elsa Court
freud.org.uk

#29: Sigmund Freud
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For Freud, archaeology 
was a metaphor for 
psychoanalysis, the search 
for truth through memories
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Where Mughal 
magic meets 
Guinness 
grandeur 

E ven among 
Britain’s grand 
country houses, 
Elveden Hall is 
exceptional. To 

step past its red-brick and 
limestone facade in north 
Suffolk, as I did last month, 
is to step into a neo-Mughal 
palace of intricate cusped 
arches and white Carrara 
marble balustrades 
illuminated by glass domes. 
It is where Duleep Singh, the 
last maharaja of the Sikh 
empire, spent much of his exile, 
hosting shooting parties for Queen 
Victoria, her cousin Prince George, 
Duke of Cambridge and members of 
the British aristocracy. 

Today the house, acquired in 1894 by 
Edward Guinness, the 1st Earl of 
Iveagh, a few years after floating his 
family’s brewing company on the 
London Stock Exchange, is unoccupied 
and in need of repair. Its doors have 
been prised open only for film crews 
(the grand entrance hall was the site of 
the orgy scene in Eyes Wide Shut) and 
the occasional “media event”, says its 
owner Edward Guinness, 4th Earl of 
Iveagh, who lives in more modest digs 
with his family elsewhere on the 
22,500-acre estate.

But on September 14, Elveden Hall 
will open its doors a little wider, 
inviting catalogue-carrying members 
of the public for a one-day sale of its 
remaining furniture, hosted by the 
Essex saleroom Sworders. It is the 

second such auction since 1984. That 
year, Christie’s held a sale of its 
contents, many once owned by the 
maharaja, which took four days and 
together fetched more than £6mn.

The items in this sale are far more 
modest. Beyond specimens from the 
maharaja’s once-extensive taxidermy 
collection, a pony phaeton and some 
architectural salvage, most of the lots 
have come not from Elveden but from 
other Guinness family homes, 
including Farmleigh in Dublin, which 
was acquired by the Irish government 
for €29.2mn in 1999 and is now an 
official state guest house. 

In a phone interview, Guinness says 
that proceeds of the sale will be used to 
fund ongoing refurbishments to the 
house. “There’s a piece of roof we’d like 
to do,” he says. “It’s a whole big 
premises; it needs looking after.”

Single-owner sales are somewhat 
rare — with the exception of celebrity 
sales — in part because many owners 

emptying their estates 
prefer to do so privately, and 
because few can drum up 
lots of sufficient value. 

Luke Macdonald, head of 
art and estates at Sworders, 
says he is expecting the 
Elveden sale to fetch 
somewhere north of 
£300,000 — the minimum 
the auction house would 
conduct such a sale for 
(“half a million is 
preferable,” he says).

“This is on the edge,” 
he says. “But we knew if we had the 
sale here [at Elveden] it would make 
far more than in the saleroom and 
likely meet the threshold. Things 
will sell here that wouldn’t sell 
elsewhere. And things will sell for 
more here that wouldn’t sell for as 
much elsewhere.”

Apart from a few short breaks, 
Macdonald has been working through 
the house’s contents full-time since 
May, prying open boxes of 
Chippendale-style mirrors and calling 
in a specialist to survey the Chinese 
porcelain. When I visit in mid-July, the 
entrance hall is lined with centre tables 
stacked with china and the carpets that 
have escaped the resident moths; what 
was once a horse-drawn governess’s 
cart lies in a corridor where the in-
house photographer from Sworders is 
painstakingly photographing each lot. 

It is the “physical labour” of 
cataloguing those hundreds of items 
and checking them against house 

Antiques rarely 
come with a known 
back-story, and 
seeing these lots 
against the 
backdrop that is 
Elveden adds to 
their lustre 

inventory lists that is the most arduous 
part of the job, says Macdonald.

Among the highlights are the 
aforementioned Chippendale-style 
mirrors (one, c1760, estimated at 
£20,000-£30,000), a trio of Ziegler 
carpets (est £15,000 and up) and 
several upholstered chairs from 
Howard & Sons, including what will 
probably be a hotly contested pair of 
Bridgewaters (est £4,000-£6,000).

The Howards are out of my reach, 
but I will be trying for a wonderfully 
comfortable sofa of less renowned 
make (having apparently learnt 
nothing from my previous sofa-
purchasing mistake). The brown 
furniture is a mixed bag, but I was 
taken with a pair of George III 
satinwood secretaire cabinets with 
pretty lozenge-shaped glass doors, 
which at 253cm would show off a tall 
ceiling to advantage (est £5,000-
£7,000). Another useful purchase 
would be the set of six Regency rail-
back dining chairs, whose Colefax & 
Fowler-upholstered seats are in good 
nick (est £250-£350), or one of the 
several handsome and reasonably 
priced estate cupboards bound to 
trounce their estimates.

Except at the very top of the market, 
antiques rarely come with a known 
back-story, and having seen these lots 
against the grand backdrop that is 
Elveden certainly adds to their lustre — 
which is precisely what Guinness and 
Sworders are betting on.

Lauren Indvik is the FT’s fashion editor

Lauren Indvik

Auction hunter
Illustration: Zebedee Helm
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L jubljana is like the Switzer-
land of the Balkans,” says 
Bogdan. The consultant from 
Serbia recently bought a 
three-bedroom apartment in 

the Šiška district — a central neighbour-
hood next to the Tivoli City Park, home 
to more than 100 bird species and three 
times the size of London’s Regent’s Park. 

The Slovenian capital, a couple of 
hours’ drive from the Alps and the 
beaches of the Mediterranean, has a 
thriving international community. “The 
city is clean [and] the people are polite,” 

Rising rental prices are the source of 
dismay among locals. Across the coun-
try, rents have risen by nearly 63 per 
cent over the past 10 years, according to 
government figures. Ljubljana residents 
have taken to Reddit, where they seethe 
about the lack of housing, and ask each 
other for tips to find an affordable 
home. “The situation is INSANE” reads 
one; “a dumpster fire” says another. One 
user advises a fellow resident to move 
out of the city to Kranj, 20km away, and 
commute into Ljubljana like they did. 
Another posts a joke-advertisement for 
a space at €450 per month, including 
expenses, in the city centre — accompa-
nied by a photo of an 8 sq m prison cell.

Last year Tina Radacović, from 
Ljubljana, took a few months to find the 
house she rents, for which she beat 200 
other applicants. She believes she only 
won because she has a secure job at the 
British Embassy, considered a prestig-
ious institution among locals. “It’s never 
been this hard before,” she says. Rada-
cović thinks recent waves of immigra-
tion, the arrival of people from both 
Russia and Ukraine, and the lack of new 
houses built since the country’s inde-
pendence in 1991 are all contributing 
factors — alongside short-term rentals 
and other investors. 

“New apartments that are being built 
are mostly in the city centre and very 
expensive,” she says. “The prices are 
extortionate. It’s impossible for a person 
alone to even buy a studio.”

Katarina Mikulić sent a photo to the 
FT: it shows graffiti on a building in 
Ljubljana’s Old Town, at the foot of the 
Grajski grič, the castle hill, reading: “Ne 
morem živet v Airbnbju”. It means “I can’t 
live in an Airbnb”.

Europe property | The once 
sleepy city is luring overseas 
buyers — who are driving up 
prices for local residents.
By Marianna Giusti

i  /  AT A GLANCE

According to figures from Slovenia’s 
Surveying and Mapping Authority, house 
prices per square metre have nearly 
doubled over the past eight years.

Ljubljana’s housing affordability has 
decreased. The average property costs 
€360,000, 12 times the city’s average 
annual gross salary of €30,000. 

What you can buy . . .

Dravlje, €525,000 A two-storey, 145 sq m 
flat with views of the Alps from its terrace. 
For sale with Ljubljana Nepremičnine.

Tivoli Park, €980,000 A two-bedroom 
apartment listed with Slovenia Estates.

m — the average for flats in the area is 
€4,100 per sq m, according to estate 
agency Think Slovenia — says he loves 
the location because there are grocers 
and bakeries a short walk in any direc-
tion. It’s a perk that he says would be 
hard to find back in Ottawa.

In the past decade, overseas buyers 
have been incre asingly 
drawn to Ljubljana, and 
from more nationalities. 
From a small pool of British, 
Italian and Russian buyers — 
in some cases attracted by 
Slovenia’s relatively low 
taxes — the city now attracts 
people from the US, Aus-
tralia, Canada, Germany, 
Switzerland and other Euro-
pean countries. “Ljubljana 
was a sleepy place, almost 
entirely unk nown even 15 
years ago to foreigners,” says 

Milicevic. “It’s now experiencing some 
well-deserved attention.”

Tourism has boomed in the city.
Visitor arrivals in Ljubljana more than 
doubled between 2010 and 2019, with 
the Slovenian Tourism Board reporting 
that their numbers have almost 
returned to pre-Covid levels. In 2016, 

Ljubljana earned the title of European 
Green Capital from the European Com-
mission. It was Europe’s first capital to 
declare a zero waste goal. 

Both tourists and prime property 
buyers are drawn to Ljubljana’s roman-
tic Old Town, with its fairy tale-like 
Dragon Bridge. They can stroll around 
Prešernov trg Square’s pastel houses, 
and catch the Scandi-style glass funicu-
lar to the 11th-century castle, perched 
atop a hill overlooking the city. 

But Ljubljana’s growing appeal is 
coming at a cost for locals. “With hotels 
unable to accommodate rising visitors, 
the city’s second-home owners started 
offering peer-to-peer solutions,” says 
Ljubljana native Katarina Mikulić. 
Overseas property investors followed. 

Although, by law, landlords need the 
permission of the other owners in their 
apartment building to offer flats for 
short lets, and listing a home on plat-
forms such as Airbnb is only allowed for 
up to five months of the year, few actu-
ally follow the rules, says Justin Young of 
Slovenia Estates, an agency that offers 
rental management services. 

Today, holiday rental plat-
form Likibu lists more than 
900 short-term rentals in 
Ljubljana, while local resi-
dents deal with rising prop-
erty prices. According to 
Slovenia’s Surveying and 
Mapping Authority, the aver-
age property price is €3,950 
per sq m, nearly double what 
it was in 2015. Last year, the 
average price for a house in 
the city was €360,000, with 
the city’s average annual 
gross salary at €30,000. 

says Bogdan, who asked the FT not to 
use his real name. He enjoys being able 
to ski on the nearby mountains, driving 
to Italy or Austria on a whim, and even 
going to the beach in Croatia.

Robert Milicevic, an engineer and 
realtor, moved from Ottawa in Canada 
to Ljubljana with his wife and two chil-
dren to improve their quality of life. “We 
decided on Ljubljana because it seems 
to have hit a sweet spot in this part of 
Europe,” he says. “It’s strikingly pretty, 
like a small version of Prague.” 

Milicevic doesn’t find Ljubljana’s tour-
ist crowds overwhelming; its popularity 
has resulted in English being widely spo-
ken, making communication easier for 
him and his family as they settle in. 

They bought a three-bedroom apart-
ment, with a terrace facing the 
Kamniške Alpe, in lower Šiška close to 
Kino Šiška, an art and music venue. 
Milicevic, who paid about €4,000 per sq 

(Clockwise from above) The Old Town; Prešernov trg Square and the triple bridge over the Ljubljanica river; riverside dining — Ian Dagnall/Alamy; eye35.pix/Alamy; Peribu/Alamy

Living with 
Ljubljana’s appeal
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Hot property
Scottish estates

I Dunbeath, Caithness, £25mn

Where In the fishing village of 
Dunbeath, in the county of 
Caithness in north-east Scotland. 
The closest international airport is 
Inverness, a 2-hour drive. 
What A coastal estate of 28,500 
acres with a total of 20 houses and 
cottages. The principal house is 
Dunbeath Castle, a 13-bedroom 
Category A-listed castle dating to 
1620 and situated on a clifftop 
promontory overlooking the sea.
Why The estate comprises four 
miles of coastline, 12.5 miles of 
river frontage, four hill lochs 
and lochans, and a rich ecological 
habitat for a variety of wildlife 
and flora.
Who Savills
 

By Madeleine Pollard

K Girvan, South Ayrshire, £1.95mn

Where In a secluded, rural location 
3 miles from the coastal town of 
Girvan, in south-west Scotland. It’s 
1 hour 20 minutes to Glasgow 
airport in good traffic. 
What Built in 1681, this renovated 
Category A-listed mansion has 18 
bedrooms, six reception rooms, a 

B Edinburgh, Midlothian, £6mn

Where On Woodhall Road in south-
west Edinburgh. It’s about 20 
minutes by car to both the city 
centre and to Edinburgh airport.
What An eight-bedroom, eight-
bathroom renovated house dating 
to the 1600s, with nearly 8 acres of 
landscaped gardens and woodland. 
Designed in the Scots baronial 
style, the sandstone house features 

original plasterwork, flagstones 
and parquet flooring, as well as a 
bar, games room, cinema and gym.
Why The Water of Leith runs 
through the grounds, which 
contain wildflower meadows, a hot 
tub, summer house, heated green 
house, tennis court, three-car 
garage, and an adventure 
playground with a treehouse 
and zip-line.
Who Knight Frank 

billiard room, games room, cinema, 
gym, self-contained annex, and 
wine cellars. On its nearly 7 acres of 
grounds are formal lawns, 
flowerbeds and woodland.
Why It was the first unfortified 
mansion house to be built in 
Scotland, and retains much of its 
original plasterwork and carvings. 
Who Knight Frank 

K Auldearn, Nairn, £1.5mn

Where In the village of Auldearn, 
3 miles east of the seaside town of 
Nairn in the Highlands. Inverness 
airport is about 20 minutes’ drive. 
What Approached via a sweeping 
driveway, this eight-bedroom, five-
bathroom country house offers 
more than 8,000 sq ft of living 
space. It is arranged in a U-shape 
and surrounded by about 19 acres 
of land, including landscaped 
gardens, lawns and woodland.
Why In addition to the main house, 
there is a two-bedroom gardener’s 
cottage and a two-bedroom 
converted barn on the grounds.
Who Strutt & Parker

K Ardwell, Wigtownshire, £9.5mn

Where On the Rhins of Galloway 
peninsula, southern Scotland. It’s 
about 2 hours 30 minutes to 
Glasgow airport in good traffic, and 
a half-hour drive to Cairnryan, with 
ferry services to Northern Ireland.
What A lowland estate extending 
to 1,637 acres, centred around a 
nine-bedroom Category A-listed 
Queen Anne mansion. A 17-acre 
garden has lawns, shrubberies and 
a monkey puzzle avenue.
Why With 1,168 acres of farmland 
and 270 acres of woodland, the 
estate has pheasant and partridge 
shooting and salmon fishing rights.
Who Savills
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many people work from home, are
carers for relatives or are deep in the 
throes of burgeoning online romance. 
And although I can still receive calls and 
texts, there are the obvious difficulties, 
such as not having access to online 
banking at home; lacking online maps 
and relying on paper ones and direc-
tions from strangers; or incurring the 
fury of loved ones who worry after not 
receiving a quick response.

But I felt like something needed to 
change: for those of us who have grown 
up in an online world, its constant grind-
ing demands for attention can feel a lit-
tle overwhelming. 

As I have found, though, we can
redefine our relationship with technol-
ogy, and the home may be a good place 
to start.

So, a suggestion: give it a try. Pick a 
day, and as soon as you clock off from 
work, turn your phone’s data off and see 
if you can go without the internet until 
you get back to work the next day. See 
how peaceful your home feels; notice 
those small details which stood little 
chance of beating algorithms in the fight 
for your attention — and, perhaps most 
importantly, notice the abundance of 
free time.

I did, and then filled much of this new 
free time with a hobby of woodworking. 
I’ve now stopped work as a tech 
reporter, slipped my mooring and 
moved from London to travel up the 
canals to North Wales, where I work as a 
carpenter and freelance writer. 

While we don’t all have to delete our 
social media accounts, move on to boats 
and get rid of our smartphones, simply 
limiting the prevalence of the internet in 
the home could be a significant step. 

usurped my phone. Instead of scrolling
I stare at the scenes outside.

A duck bobs by and we exchange 
nods. A man smokes a cigarette on his 
balcony, a willow tree sways in the wind 
and slowly the clouds light up with a 
magnificent performance of pinks, reds, 
yellows and then darkness.

Sometimes, though, the silence grows 
loud and I feel alone and isolated. Before, 
when I was home alone, I could sit with 
my phone and feel a vague sense of con-
nection to my friends — exchanging 
likes, comments, seeing photos and vid-
eos and sharing memes. But now, just 
silence. Sometimes I worry I might cease 
to exist without constantly reminding 
my friends of all the fun I’m having.

But those dark moments are punctu-
ated by some intense and exhilarating 
stimulus; whether it be the right song 
at the right time on the radio, a pleas-
ant memory or a curious swan tapping 
on my window. I’m always pulled back 
up and firmly planted in my body in 
this gentle space that is my home.
And I feel happy to be moved by the
little things I wouldn’t have noticed 
while watching hours of YouTube
videos or scrolling to the far reaches
of Facebook. 

Of course, turning a home into an 
offline space isn’t for everyone — so 

I would often spend more than six 
hours a day on my phone, just 
scrolling social media — particu-
larly at the start and end of the day. 
At those crucial times, when I felt 

tired and needed to unwind, instead I 
would overload myself with informa-
tion, photos, videos, parties, people hav-
ing fun — focusing for seconds on each 
image. And it would leave me empty. 

And so, a little over a year ago, I can-
celled my home WiFi, deleted my social 
media, swapped my smartphone for an 
old flip phone, and made my home — a 
25ft by 7ft narrow boat that I bought for 
the value of one year’s rent in London — 
completely offline and internet free.

It’s a peaceful haven; in the cool eve-
nings, the dark wooden interior is illu-
minated by the warm light of a candle, 
and an old stove gives off heat and a 
golden glow. But my favourite feature is 
the protection it provides from the bom-
bardment of the online world.

When I first converted my house into 
an offline space, mornings were the most 
different. I still had that tug the moment 
I woke up, of wondering what had hap-
pened in the world while I was away and 
asleep; I felt an impulse to grab my 
phone and scan the tantalising wall of 
notifications, those likes, bits of news, 
text messages and work emails, that 
used to wrench me into the waking day.

For weeks, I would clumsily grab at the 
place where my phone used to be, like an 
addict’s tick. Confusion in that innocent 
state of morning thinking, would — upon 
finding no phone — give way to calm-
ness. Eyes closed, I had the time to roll 
back over and ease into the morning.
I would arrive at work reset, ready for 
whatever the online world had in store.

House    Home 

Sebastian 
Hervas-Jones on 
his narrow boat: 
‘I feel happy to 
be moved by  
things I wouldn’t 
have noticed 
while watching 
hours of 
YouTube videos 
or scrolling to 
the far reaches 
of Facebook’ 
Photographed for the FT by 

Barnaby Kent

At the office, I spoke with Nicholas 
Epley, a professor of behavioural sci-
ence at the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business. I mentioned that 
when I made my home internet free, it 
didn’t only soften the assault of the 
online world, it also helped me meet my 
local community. 

“People are really interesting to speak 
with; they have stories and connecting 
with them makes us feel incredible,” he 
said. “The problem is that it’s slightly 
easier to use your phone than to talk to 
strangers . . . and so phones and social 
media create this big hurdle we have to 
jump over before interacting with stran-
gers [in person].”

That really resonated; since turning 
my home offline, I have begun to 
embrace my community. Recently, I met 
a man called Ali — I moored my boat 
next to his, and with no algorithmic 
attention-grabbing hurdles to hop, I had 
the freedom to introduce myself. He was 
the son of an Egyptian philosopher, and 
was now squatting on an old metal boat.

Not long after our first meeting, I got 
home from work and shouted, “Hey 
Ali!” He shouted back, “Sebastian! I’m 
cooking, come join me for a meal!”

He lived alone, with no phone or 
internet, and had done so for his whole 
life. I asked him how I could stave off 
loneliness and find a community. 

My boat window has 
usurped my phone. Instead 
of scrolling I stare at the 
scenes outside

“Sebastian”, he said, “first, let me cor-
rect your English, you are not by your-
self, but with yourself. Make friends 
with that voice in your head.” He 
added, “Also, my friend, you have just 
found community.”

We chatted for a long while, and even-
tually I said goodnight to Ali and went 
home to my boat. It rocked as I stepped 
on it. I felt peace at having left the infinite 
online world — full of bleeps, dings and 
pings — firmly where it belongs: at work. 

The longer I go without internet at 
home, the more plentiful my supply of 
attention grows; my boat window has 

When Sebastian Hervas-Jones bought a narrow boat 

and threw away his smartphone, his life changed

Why I chose to 
be WiFi-free 
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The UK’s summer weather 

has produced losses but a 

profusion of roses, lavender 

and hollyhocks eases the pain

results, but it too, had lost about 25 per 
cent of the buddleias: they had died 
back without rhyme or reason, Royal 
Red among them. On some of them, 
new growth eventually appeared low 
down on the plant and as buddleias are 
seldom grafted, this growth, if it 
survives, will be true to what was 
planted. Other buddleias have wilted, 
like mine, after trying to reshoot. They 
look set for the scrap heap, a loss I 
never expected. 

On a happier note, the profusion of 
roses and lavenders has been followed 
by a profusion of hollyhocks. Their 

stems have stood up strongly and rust 
disease has not ruined the leaves, 
perhaps because the recent weather 
has been cool and wet. Flowers have 
been prolific, even on plants which 
have cleverly self-seeded into cracks 
in paving or below a fence or a house. 
Hollyhocks fill the mid-July gap, 
bringing the high vertical line which 
adds such class to a border. In honour 
of this vintage year, look for young 
hollyhock plants in 9cm pots and 
plant them immediately with next 
summer in mind. There is no need to 
buy these rapid growers in two-litre 
pots for £8.95 each or more. 
Hollyhocks flower well as biennials in 
the summer after planting: I like to 
mix and match dark maroon-flowered 
ones and white ones. 

It is not just the daytime weather 
which has been odd. Nights have been 
remarkably cold, leaving dew on the 
lawn even in supposedly balmy 
August. These night chills have held 
back annuals and intensified their 
colours, inclining me to a mad 
experiment. Throughout May, the 
ground was too dry and hard for us to 
sow annual seeds directly into it. As a 
result I am short of nasturtiums, those 
trailers to my autumn gardening. To 
compensate I have just sown a packet 
of them, three months late, in 
workably wet soil, gambling on 
prolonged mildness again in autumn 
and a final flowering in November. 
They may make the grade, giving a 
last burst of warm colour in a summer 
which has belied its dry beginning. 

longer leggy and their flowers are just 
coming on stream. Try an April cut on 
some, but not all, of your lavenders 
next year in order to stagger their 
season and prolong the general show. 
I still rate the dark blue, low-growing 
Hidcote variety above all others for 
British gardens. Fancy lavenders from 
Provence and the Canary Islands are 
pretty, but they died in Britain’s recent 
winter. In Europe’s heat, they have 
been as good as usual.

In mid-July I was still puzzling over 
the damage which last winter had 
caused. For the first time ever, the 
plants of Clematis montana on my 
garden’s arches remained brown in 
April. They were the pretty pink- 
flowered variety, Mayleen, ranked 
hardy in zone 6, but they were still 
totally brown on July 14. I asked others 
nearby and found my plants were not 
alone. The winter has indeed killed 
them and has also killed an elderly 

Clematis Bill Mackenzie, a veteran of 
every winter since I planted it in 1987. 
I have not followed the usual advice to 
take the opportunity to plant 
something different instead. I have 
planted the same again, because I want 
these life-long favourites and they have 
always been hardy until this 
extraordinary year.

Other old favourites sprang back to 
life from early July onwards, but they 
never included hebes, daphnes and 
most of the cistuses with aromatic 
leaves. To my regret, some of the 
buddleias sprang in the wrong 
direction too. Even that vigorous 
variety of Buddleia davidii, Royal Red, 
began by showing some new growth in 
April after the winter had cut it down 
to the ground, but by mid-July those 
shoots were wilting: what remains of 
the plant looks beyond repair. Last 
week I visited a nearby National 
Collection in order to compare its 

I n Britain, primetime gardening has 
so far been a tale of two seasons. 
I like to take stock at a halfway 
point in the summer months. They 
began after a dry May which filled 

gardeners with foreboding. Even in 
Britain we feared a repeat of 2022’s 
overheated marathon. Against 
expectations, the heat has stayed to the 
south in Europe and we have had 
dream weather for gardening: cool, wet 
and seldom too sunny without the 
interruption of clouds. 

The effects have been interesting. By 
August I would expect even newly 
planted dahlias, rooted from spring 
cuttings, to be in flower, but mine have 
progressed only as far as flower buds 
and a few half-opened petals. It is 
remarkable how some of them came 
through last winter even when left in 
the ground, but only now are they 
flowering as they should. Give yours a 
feed with diluted Tomorite, two 
tablespoons to a gallon of water, as it 
encourages flowers from now on. Be 
sure the plants are well staked as the 
weight of flowers will flatten them. 

I dread a dry final week in May 
and a dry first week in June, as they 
are the time in Britain for planting out 
the summer’s bedding plants. In hard 
dry soil the job is a tough one, so I 
soak the ground from a hose for a 
morning before planting in the cool of 
the evening. I also dip every plant’s 
root ball in a bucket of water until 
the bubbles cease to appear. 
Bought-in bedding plants are grown in 
light compost which arrives in shops 
still dry in its centre. Dry-planted 
bedding never fully recovers, so this 
dipping is essential.

In May I failed to dip three trays of 
homegrown sweet peas. Of all bedding 
plants, they are the ones which most 
hate to be dry. When I found them 
mine had signs of green on only a few 
of their shrivelling shoots. I planted 
them shamefacedly but for once 
mother Nature has graciously rescued 

an oversight. Her wet and cool 
conditions since mid-June have turned 
the plants round and they are now 
green and beginning to set buds. In 
most gardens the first crop of sweet 
peas was disappointing, so I have not 
missed too much. In a muddled 
calendar I am about to enjoy April 
in Paris, a sweetly scented variety 
with pretty lilac pink edges to its 
off-white flowers. 

After a stupendous first flush of 
flower on all the roses, we have had a 
superb year for lavender. It too enjoyed 
the dry May and has flowered 
prolifically in the wake of it. Last 
autumn I passed on the excellent 
advice of an experienced lavender 
grower: cut old plants down to about 
6in from the ground in April. For once 
I remembered, seven months later, to 
act on it. The treatment works very 
well. It has delayed my lavender 
season, but the old bushes are no 

Cool, wet and wonderful
(From left) Dahlias have been slow to flower this year; rapidly growing hollyhocks; Hidcote lavender — GAP Photos/Juliette Wade; Getty Images; GAP Photos/Heather Edwards

Robin Lane Fox

On gardens

Hollyhocks fill the mid-July 
gap, bringing the high 
vertical line which adds 
such class to a border

*


