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Whats
News

Business & Finance

Alphabet, Amazon, Apple,
Meta and other tech companies
whose stocks have powered
the 2023 market will report
earnings in coming days, allow-
ing investors to gauge whether
the sector has room to run. B1

FTX founder Bankman-Fried
is weighing perhaps his biggest
gamble yet: Whether to testify
in his own defense at his fed-
eral fraud trial after prosecutors
wrap up their own case. Al

Consumers who have ab-
sorbed big price increases are
growing more cautious, pres-
suring sales of everything
from frozen meals to pet food
and prompting food compa-
nies to offer more deals. B1

Meta is wrestling with how
to enforce its content rules
amid the Israel-Hamas war as
hateful comments have
surged through Instagram. B1

Even as Apple has generally
tried to depend less on China,
the company is relying more
on one Chinese firm whose
skill at assembling the tech gi-
ants products has proved too
valuable to dismiss. B1

Orange-juice prices have
been setting records week
after week and are one of
the year s top-performing
commodities as citrus groves
suffer the effects of disease
and extreme weather. B9

The film actors union and
major studios and streamers
are returning to the negotiat-
ing table Tuesday in an effort
to end a monthslong strike
that has brought TV and film
production to a halt. B3

Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour
topped the domestic weekend
box office a second time and
became the first concert movie
to gross $100 million. B3

World-Wide

—_————

Israel ramped up its bomb-
ing of targets on three fronts,
including a rare airstrike in
the West Bank, as humanitar-
ian aid trickled into Gaza in
an international effort to ease
the hardship the conflict has
wrought on civilians there. Al

Israel faces a dilemma in
seeking to free its hostages
from Hamas: Let talks play
out, risking an impasse, or
go ahead with a ground
push into Gaza, putting the
captives lives in danger. Al

Nine GOP lawmakers are
seeking the post of House
speaker as the party tries to
overcome divisions and elect a
new leader following the col-
lapse of Jordans candidacy. A4

A feature to alert pilots of
potential runway crashes is
widely available, but in many
cases, isn t turned on, as
regulators have been reluc-
tant to require its use. Al

Ukraine s counteroffensive
against Russia has failed to
advance deep into occupied
territory, presenting a series
of political and military chal-
lenges for Kyiv and its West-
ern supporters. A9

The candidate of Argen-
tinas ruling Peronist party
surprisingly finished ahead of
a libertarian in the first round
of the presidential election.
The runoff will be Nov. 19. A18

Venezuelas release of five
political prisoners after a deal
with the U.S. has given hope to
the families of others detained
by Maduros regime. A18

Energy producers are spar-
ring over subsidies from the
climate law, a fight that pits
the Biden administrations
goals for growth against its ef-
forts to reduce emissions. A3

CONTENTS

Arts in Review....Al3
Business & Finance.. B2
Business News..... B3
Crossword......... Al4
Heard on the Street.B9
Markets......... B89

Sports..
Technology.
US. News..
World News.... A6918

Hm A‘iH“l39>

olll7890816314 1114

s 2023 Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Palestinians inspect a mosque struck by an airstri
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ke in the West Bank

Hostages Complicate Planning
For Military Operation in Gaza

By Davip S. CLouD

Israel faces an excruciating
dilemma as it weighs the next
phase of its war in Gaza: If it
lets talks on the fate of at
least 200 hostages held by
Hamas play out, it risks get-
ting bogged down in indirect
negotiations with a group it
has vowed to crush.

But if it goes ahead with a
looming ground operation be-
fore more hostages are re-
leased, it risks even higher ca-
sualties and international
pressure to limit its operation
as it battles the Palestinian
fighters in the densely popu-

lated enclave.

It is one of many crosscut-
ting decisions confronting
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu s cabinet and Israeli
commanders as they weigh
when to move from the aerial
bombardment of Gaza to the
far-more-challenging ground-
combat stage.

Along with the risk of civil-
ian casualties, a large-scale in-
vasion of Gaza could spark a
second front if Hezbollah, the
Iranian-backed militant group
in Lebanon, seizes the oppor-
tunity while Israel is engaged
against Hamas and unleashes
the thousands of rockets and

armed drones in its arsenal.
Much of Israel s security es-
tablishment sees Hezbollah as
its most dire threat.

If Israel opts for a more-
limited operation in Gaza to
prevent the conflict from
spreading and to protect civil-
ians, it could become ensnared
in a grinding counterinsur-
gency conflict that will leave
Hamas damaged but still a
threat after its Oct. 7 assault
on Israel killed 1,400 people.

Theres a continuing de-
bate in the cabinet about just
how far to go, said Chuck
Freilich, a former deputy na-
tional-security adviser in Is-

rael and a senior researcher at
the Institute for National Se-
curity Studies, a Tel Aviv think
tank. Israel has to show that
there are no circumstances in
which you can get away with
conquering Israeli territory,
even if briefly, and slaughter-
ing Israel s population.

The risk to Israel from Hez-
bollah is so great that some
former Israeli officials argue
Netanyahu s government
should rethink plans for a
Gaza ground war and launch a
pre-emptive strike across its
northern border, disregarding
pressure from the US. to
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Tensions
Heighten
As Israel
Steps Up
Alrstrikes

Humanitarian aid
moves slowly into
Gaza; fears grow of a
widening conflict

Israel ramped up its bomb-
ing of targets on three fronts,
including a rare airstrike in the
West Bank, as humanitarian
aid trickled into the Gaza Strip
in an international effort to
ease the hardship the conflict

By Omar Abdel-Baqui,
Chao Deng
and Dov Lieber

has wrought on the two mil-
lion civilians trapped there.

An Israeli soldier died dur-
ing an operation in Gaza, and
the Israeli military struck a
mosque compound in the West
Bank city of Jenin that it said
was being used by militants to
plan attacks. It also struck a
target in southern Lebanon,
where it said militants were
attempting to launch antitank
missiles at the Israeli side of
the border.

International efforts re-
mained under way to free hos-
tages in Gaza and prevent the
fight from escalating into a re-
gional conflict. President Biden
held talks Sunday with leaders
in Israel, the UK., France and
other nations as Israel weighed
the consequences of any
ground assault on Gaza.

The raid in Gaza in which
one lIsraeli soldier was killed
and three others wounded was
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Poll finds more in U.S.

backing Israelis................. A4
Northern Israel prepares
for a wider conflict.......... A6

Meta confronts internal
debate amid Gaza war.... Bl

Airline
Safety
Features
Are Often
Turned Off

By ANDREW TANGEL

Technology to alert pilots of
potential runway crashes is
widely available. Audible warn-
ings and text alerts to help
avert catastrophe on the tar-
mac are often standard fea-
tures on new aircraft.

In many cases, those fea-
tures aren t turned on.

Regulators have been reluc-
tant to require their use. Some
pilot groups have pushed for
airlines to adopt such features,
but carriers have had doubts
about their benefits and costs.

There are solutions right
now, Capt. Steve Jangelis, a
top union official in the Air
Line Pilots Association, said at
a runway-safety forum earlier
this year.

The U.S. hasn t had a major
fatal passenger airline crash in 14
years, but runway-safety alerts
for pilots are getting renewed at-
tention after a spate of serious
close calls at U.S. airports.

U.S. air-safety and some in-
dustry officials are weighing
whether to add more cockpit
protections as pilot and air-
traffic controller workforces
navigate a surge in postpan-
demic flying, while airlines
ramp up reminders to pilots
about existing procedures.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration said in September
it would seek recommenda-
tions from industry groups on
a potential mandate for cockpit
technology that could alert pi-
lots before they take off or
land on the wrong runway or
on a taxiway.

Delta Air Lines and Air Can-
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Food makers pitch
discounts again, but
shoppers are still
paying more. Bl

Empty Downtowns
Need a Costly Fix

— ————

Proposals call for city centers where
people can live, work and raise families

By KONRAD PUTZIER

MINNEAPOLIS Down-
town streets were so
crowded in the 1960s that de-
velopers conjured up a maze
of elevated walkways be-
tween buildings, providing
winter-proof avenues for of-
fice workers who filled the
central city Monday through
Friday.

Stores, fast-food spots,
bakeries and barber shops
lined the covered, tempera-

ture-controlled walkways,
which linked new glass sky-
scrapers sprouting one after
the next. Workers racing to
cubicles in the morning kept
to the right to avoid crashing
into each other, recalled con-
venience store clerk Monica
Bray.

Bray sees only a trickle of
passersby these days and lots
of empty storefronts. Down-
town streets also are quiet,
leaving plenty of room for
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By ERIN AILWORTH

BONNER SPRINGS, Kan.
The rodeo veteran bustled
around the grounds of the Na-
tional Agriculture Center and

Hall of Fame with a nagging

case of the jitters.
Every single
time, | feel nau-
seous, said Ra-
mon Garcia, 50,
who was in town as
a contender. Compe-
tition butterflies.

Forget beefy bulls and
bucking broncos. This ro-
deo roughly 20 miles west of
Kansas City wasn t the cow-
boy kind.

The recent 39th Annual In-
ternational Lineman s Rodeo,
the Super Bowl of the electric-
utility profession, drew hun-

1,316 Electric Cowboys
Switch It On at Lineman s Rodeo

Utility workers recharge with competitive
pole climbing, rescues and egg carrying

dreds to test their chops at
timed events such as climbing
a 40-foot wooden pole and
rescuing a 6-foot-1-inch, 165-
pound mannequin named Ro-
deo Joe.
Our career, we ve actually
& made a sport out
" of it, said Aaron
Haderle, a manager
at the Kissimmee
Utility Authority in
Florida and chair of
the American Public Power
Association s executive rodeo
committee.

Most of us see lineworkers
only after storms, when the
power goes out and we re try-
ing to heat our coffee on a
charcoal grill. But little known
to the outside world is the
professions thriving rodeo
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Hard
charger

FTX Founder Mulls
Risks of Testifying

By CoRINNE RAMEY
AND JAMES FANELLI

FTX founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried, known for his ap-
petite for risky bets, is weigh-
ing perhaps his biggest
gamble yet: testifying in his
own defense.

The onetime crypto star, on
trial in federal court in New
York on allegations of fraud,
money laundering and other
offenses, has spent nearly
three weeks watching some of
his former close friends and
colleagues take the stand and
offer what appeared to be
damning testimony. Bankman-
Fried, they told jurors, know-
ingly directed and committed
an array of criminal acts that
led to the collapse of the FTX
crypto exchange and the loss
of billions of dollars in cus-
tomer funds.

With prosecutors set to
wrap up their case this week,
Bankman-Fried s legal team
will be searching for some
way to change the momentum.
While taking the stand in
one s own defense is usually
considered too perilous a step
to leave to chance, the state of
the trial, plus Bankman-Fried s
limited options, point toward
testifying as his best shot,
lawyers said.

Under the current state of
play, unless Sam does some-
thing dramatic, he is almost
certainly going to be con-
victed, said Evan Barr, a for-
mer federal prosecutor.

Bankman-Fried s likely
hope would be that his testi-
mony in the least wins over a
couple of jurors, leading to a
hung jury, Barr said.

Lawyers typically advise
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hroughout the

Covid-19 pandemic

and then Russias

invasion of

Ukraine, both the
U.S. and Europe borrowed
heavily. Now with those
emergencies in the rearview
mirror, a divergence has
emerged: Even as the U.S.
continues to let deficits rip,
Europe s are on track to nar-
row significantly.

This is in contrast to a de-
cade ago, when deficits in
the wake of the global finan-
cial crisis pushed some
members of the euro area to
the brink of default. The les-
sons of that episode, coupled
with eurozone rules, have
served to impose discipline
on European governments
that for now is entirely ab-
sent in the U.S.

They are getting little
credit for it. Government
bond yields have risen
worldwide in the past
month. While many factors
are at play, including efforts
by central banks to bring in-
flation back down, another
key factor is the U.S. defi-
cit.

The U.S. government on
Friday said its deficit rose to
$1.7 trillion, or 6.3% of gross
domestic product, in the
year ended Sept. 30, from
$1.4 trillion, or 5.4% of GDP,
a year earlier. Without an
accounting change related to
the administration s aborted

THE OUTLOOK | By Paul Hannon

Europe, Unlike U

student-loan-cancellation
program, the deficit would
have been closer to $2 tril-
lion, a doubling from the
prior year.

In projections released
this month, the International
Monetary Fund projects U.S.
deficits for all governments
will reach 7.4% of GDP in
2024 and 2025.

I picture. The IMF expects

combined deficits of eu-
rozone governments will fall
to 3.4% of GDP this year from
3.6% in 2022, and further to
2.7% in 2024.

Those countries that were
in crisis a decade ago are ex-
pected to have much smaller
budget gaps. In Greece, the
deficit is forecast to fall to
1.6% of GDP from 2.3% last
year, while Portugal s is ex-
pected to fall to 0.2% of GDP
from 0.4%. Ireland is forecast
to have a budget surplus for
the second straight year. It-
aly and France, among oth-
ers, continue to have deficits
of roughly 5% of GDP.

It s really quite striking
how the paths have di-
verged, said Christian Kel-
ler, chief economist at Bar-
clays. There doesn t seem to
be any effort in the U.S. to
bring spending down or raise
revenues.

If those forecasts turn out
to be accurate, European
governments will no longer

n Europe it is a different

Governmentdebtasa
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Sources: International Monetary Fund; Barclays

be a leading driver of the in-
crease in the world s debts.
The IMF estimates that gov-
ernment debts are set to rise
by 1 percentage point of eco-
nomic output over the com-
ing years, but almost entirely
due to the U.S. and China.
Without them, the debt load
would be falling.

A little more than a de-
cade ago, Europe was the fo-
cus of global anxieties about
surging government debts.
Greece, Portugal, Ireland and
Cyprus were bailed out;
Greece defaulted on some
debts. Between the resolu-
tion of that crisis through
bailouts and support from
the European Central Bank,
and the start of the pan-
demic, most European gov-

Budget gap as a percentage
of GDP

Ireland
M Portugal
Greece

%

PROJECTIONS

ernments had narrowed their
deficits.

By contrast, the U.S. defi-
cit began to exceed its Euro-
pean counterparts in 2016,
and the U.S. also borrowed
more heavily during the pan-
demic. Crucially, it doesn t
seem to have a path to nar-
rowing those deficits: the Bi-
den administration has pro-
posed tax increases that
Republicans and some Demo-
crats in Congress reject,
while Republicans seek
spending cuts that the ad-
ministration won t counte-
nance.

The broad outlines of the
European Union s budget
rules were laid down in 1993
as part of the Maastricht
Treaty that paved the way

for the euro and stipulate
that budget deficits shouldn t
exceed 3% of GDP. Those
rules were suspended in
2020 to allow governments
to respond to the pandemic
and then extended to allow
support to households during
the surge in energy prices
following Russia s invasion of
Ukraine. As a result, deficits
widened and debts rose.

The projected decline in
European deficits mostly re-
flects the winding down of
that emergency support.

But beyond that, painful
memories of its debt crisis
are likely to ensure that Eu-
rope s governments are more
averse to rising deficits.

We need to bring the
public finances back on
track, said Valdis Dombrovs-
kis, the EU official responsi-
ble for enforcing the budget

rules.
E don t want the rules to
remain exactly as they

were before the pandemic
suspension. One significant
criticism is that rather than
restrain day-to-day spending,
the rules have prompted gov-
ernments to hold back on in-
vestment that boosts long-
term growth, including to
make Europe s economy
greener.

The U.K. has a different
set of self-imposed rules, but
also aims to get its budget

uropean governments

.S., Tackles Its Deficits

deficit below 3% of GDP over
the coming years. It had a
debt scare in late 2022, when
then-Prime Minister Liz
Truss announced a surprise
package of large tax cuts,
sparking a selloff in the gov-
ernment bond market.

Truss was quickly suc-
ceeded by Rishi Sunak,
whose government has in-
stead raised taxes in an ef-
fort to bring its debts down
by freezing the thresholds at
which income-tax rates rise.
As incomes increase in line
with rapid inflation, more
people move into higher tax
brackets.

The U.K.s nonpartisan In-
stitute for Fiscal Studies esti-
mates the freeze could raise
an additional £52 billion,
equivalent to about $63 bil-
lion, in tax revenue by the
fiscal year ending March
2028, or the equivalent of an
increase of 6 percentage
points in income-tax rates.

Not all European govern-
ments are willing to be quite
that tough. Both Italy and
France have recently an-
nounced budgets that see a
slower decline in deficits to
below the 3% target than ini-
tially anticipated. The Euro-
pean Commission could de-
clare the Italian government
in breach of the rules, thereby
denying it access to a Euro-
pean Central Bank program
designed to counter sharp
rises in borrowing costs.
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U.S.WATCH

TENNESSEE
Suspect Sought in
Shooting of Officers

Police in Tennessee were
searching Sunday for the es-
tranged son of Nashville s po-
lice chief as the suspect in
the shooting of two police of-
ficers outside a Dollar Gen-
eral store.

Officers in La Vergne, a
city about 20 miles southeast
of Nashville, were investigat-
ing a stolen vehicle outside
the store Saturday afternoon
when they struggled with the
suspect, who pulled a hand-
gun and shot them, said La
Vergne Police Chief Christo-
pher Moews.

Police identified the sus-
pect as John C. Drake, Jr,, 38,
who is the son of Metro
Nashville Police Department
Chief John Drake.

One of the officers was
shot twice, in the groin and
right forearm, while the other

shoulder.

The police chief issued a
statement Saturday confirm-
ing his son was the suspect
in the shooting. Drake said

many years he has had only
minimal contact with his son.

: TEXAS
: One Killed, Three
Wounded in Gunfire

A man was killed and

: three other people were in-

: jured when multiple people
pulled guns and shots were

: fired during a fight in a small
: city in the Texas panhandle,

: police said Sunday.

At about 9:30 p.m. Satur-

day a 911 caller was telling a
: dispatcher about a distur-

: bance in Borger, about 50

: miles northeast of Amarillo,
: when the caller said shots

: had been fired, police said.

Police said that officers ar-

: riving at the scene found

* multiple people with gunshot
: wounds. Police said three

: people were taken to the
hospital, where they were in
: critical but stable condition.

- One man died at the scene.

: His identity is being withheld
: pending notification of his

: family.

officer was hit in the rear left :

Police haven t announced

. any information on suspects
: or arrests.

Police in Borger, which has

: a population of about 12,000,
: said they believe it was an
they were estranged and over :
: was no further threat to the
: community.

Associated Press :

isolated incident and there

Associated Press
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Ex-FTX
Chief Mulls
Testifying

Continued fromPage One
against taking the stand,
sometimes even conducting
mock trials and cross-exami-
nations of their clients to
demonstrate how self-defense
testimony can go badly when
facing hostile questions from
prosecutors. But for high-pro-
file defendants, the tempta-
tion to tell their own story is
particularly strong, said Rob-
ert S. Frenchman, a defense
attorney.

They think that they are
convincing, and they are in
most contexts, Frenchman
said. But in the courtroom it
brings so much risk.

Since the trial began in
early October, a parade of wit-
nesses has testified that Bank-
man-Fried lied to lenders and
investors, doctored balance
sheets and spent billions of
dollars in FTX customer funds
on extravagant real estate,
risky investments and the re-
payment of loans.

While communicating with
Google Docs and disappearing
Signal chats, the FTX founder
oversaw a company that made
illegal political donations,
poured more than $1 billion
into celebrity endorsements

and sponsorships and failed to
address a gaping hole in its
balance sheet, witnesses told
the jury.

Bankman-Fried also has
been portrayed as a dismissive
and uncaring figure. Caroline
Ellison, his former girlfriend
and former chief executive of-
ficer of FTXs sister hedge
fund, Alameda Research, testi-
fied that Bankman-Fried once
berated an employee who op-
posed paying bribes to Chi-
nese officials to obtain access
to $1 billion in frozen crypto-
currency. Former FTX Chief
Technology Officer Gary Wang
testified that Bankman-Fried
sought to assure FTX custom-
ers their money was safe
when he knew it wasn t.

Nishad Singh, Bankman-
Fried s longtime friend and a
former FTX executive, said he
felt betrayed that five years
of blood, sweat and tears from
me and so many employees,
driving something that |
thought was a beautiful force
for good, had turned out to be
so evil.

Those three witnesses, who
have already pleaded guilty to
crimes and are cooperating
with the government, are cen-
tral to the prosecution s case.
If Bankman-Fried takes the
stand, prosecutors would have
a chance to press him under
oath about their testimony. He
wouldn t have his lawyers to
offer advice on how to re-
spond to questions.

Once the defendant takes
the stand, the defense lawyer

has no control, said Josh Naf-
talis, a former prosecutor.
The defendant could say
whatever he wants. The cross
could go terribly.
Bankman-Fried has said
publicly that he made manage-
ment mistakes but committed
no crimes. During opening
statements at trial, one of his
lawyers said he acted in good
faith while trying to steer his
companies through a crisis.
Bankman-Fried s legal team
has said any possible defense
case could begin as soon as
Thursday, but it hasnt said
whether it plans to call any
witnesses. Mark Botnick, a
spokesman for Bankman-
Fried, declined to comment.
Bankman-Fried has few, if
any, remaining allies with inti-
mate knowledge of FTX whom
he could call as a witness to
back up his version of events.

Sam Bankman-Fried s team wants to change the momentum.

While Bankman-Fried s
lawyers showed some incon-
sistencies in the testimony of
the cooperating witnesses,
they didnt appear to score
any major blows to undermine
them. Testifying would at
least give Bankman-Fried an
opportunity to explain directly
to jurors that he didn t believe
he was committing fraud.

One hint that Bankman-
Fried might testify was a re-
cent court filing in which his
lawyers said they were trying
to get him access to pre-
scribed Adderall medication
during the trial day. Without
it, he wouldnt be focused
enough to participate mean-
ingfully in presenting his de-
fense, including making the
decision to testify, his lawyers
said. One of his lawyers subse-
quently said in court that he is
now receiving the dosage they

EDUARDO MUNOZ/REUTERS

sought from jail officials.
While most defendants

choose not to testify, some no-

table ones have done so in re-

cent years.
One was Theranos s
founder, Elizabeth Holmes,

who was on trial to face
charges that she ran a years-
long fraud scheme at her
blood-testing company. The
jury convicted her last year of
four of the 11 criminal counts
she faced. Jurors said after
the trial that they didn t find
her credible. One told The
Wall Street Journal that jurors
created a star system to judge
witnesses credibility and
rated Holmes a 2 on a scale of
1 to 4, the lowest score of any-
one who took the stand.

In Manhattan, after former
U.S. Rep. Stephen Buyer testi-
fied in his own defense at his
insider-trading trial earlier
this year, the judge deter-
mined that he lied and handed
down a longer sentence.

In Wisconsin state court in
2021, a jury acquitted Kyle Rit-
tenhouse, a teenager charged
with killing two people during
unrest over a police shooting.
Rittenhouse testified that he
feared for his life and acted in
self-defense.

Still, such a success is rare,
said Lara Treinis Gatz, who
worked as a federal prosecu-
tor in Brooklyn, N.Y., and Flor-
ida. In 22 years, |ve only
seen one defendant success-
fully testify, she said. Usu-
ally they walk themselves into
a conviction.
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Hydrogen Tax
Breaks Worth
Billions In Play

Energy producers,

environment groups
vie to influence rules
for getting a subsidy

By AMRITH RAMKUMAR
AND RICHARD RUBIN

WASHINGTON Big energy
producers are sparring over
billions of dollars in subsidies
from last year s climate law,
a fight that pits the Biden ad-
ministrations goals for eco-
nomic growth against its ef-
forts to reduce greenhouse-gas
emissions.

The battle is over subsidies
to produce clean hydrogen, a
potential alternative to oil and
natural gas in industries such
as steelmaking and trucking
where renewable energy and
batteries alone arent ade-
quate. The administration is
weighing how strictly to define
what energy sources can be
used to make clean hydro-
gen and still be eligible for
some of the most valuable tax
credits in the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act.

NextEra Energy, Constella-
tion Energy and Plug Power
say the subsidies should be
widely available even to com-

panies that generate carbon
emissions to spur the growth
of a hydrogen industry seen as
crucial to limiting climate
change in the long run.

The businesses and industry
groups have made the argu-
ment in advertisements, and in
meetings with Biden adminis-
tration officials, people famil-
iar with the matter said. Labor
unions such as the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers have sided with
them.

Companies such as Air
Products & Chemicals, mean-
while, say the money should go
to businesses that use only re-
newable energy, which could
mean slower development and
fewer new jobs. Environmental
groups have made the same
case in newspaper ads; the
groups also have appealed
to administration officials, a
person familiar with the meet-
ings said.

The spat is the latest exam-
ple of companies in sectors
from electric cars to energy
fighting over the technical de-
tails of clean-energy subsidies
that could be worth $1 trillion
over a decade.

The hydrogen rules are
make or break, said Leah
Stokes, an associate professor

Four Shades of Hydrogen

The emissions associated with hydrogen production depend on how it is made.

Green and Pink Hydrogen

Hydrogen can be generated by pumping
water through an electrolyzer that splits
water molecules into hydrogen and oxygen.

Green is powered by
renewable sources
like solar, wind and
hydroelectric power,
whereas pink uses
nuclear energy.

Note: estimates as of July
Sources: International Energy Agency, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, International Renewable Energy Agency (production types); Rystad Energy (projected production)
Diagram by Kevin Hand/THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

at the University of California,
Santa Barbara, focused on en-
ergy, environment and climate,
who advised Democrats on the
climate law and is in favor of
tight hydrogen tax-credit rules.

The administration missed
an August deadline to write
the hydrogen rules. White
House officials are considering
a range of proposals, including
rules that would get stricter
over time, a senior administra-
tion official said.

Ashley Schapitl, a Treasury
spokeswoman, said the agency
is trying to make sure the rules
strengthen U.S. energy security
and address climate change.

The subsidies come atop $7
billion in recently announced

Gray and Blue Hydrogen

Natural gas can be used to create hydrogen
with steam methane reforming, where a
gaseous mixture creates hydrogen and

carbon dioxide (CO ).

federal grants from the 2021
infrastructure law for hydro-
gen megaprojects across the
U.S. to kick-start the industry.

Today, nearly all hydrogen
is made by heating natural gas.
The method is cheap, but it
generates greenhouse-gas
emissions. Those can be low-
ered or eliminated by switch-
ing to machines powered by
renewable energy that split
water into hydrogen and oxy-
gen.

The new tax credit gets
more valuable as the produc-
tion process generates less
emissions. The maximum
amount for the cleanest hydro-
gen is $3 per kilogram, roughly
enough to make green hydro-

Gray is when carbon dioxide is
released into the atmosphere.
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gen cost competitive with hy-
drogen made from natural gas.
The heart of the current
conflict is in whether compa-
nies planning to use fossil-fuel
power from electricity grids to
make hydrogen would have to
buy equivalent renewable en-
ergy on an hourly basis or a
looser annual standard.
Companies such as NextEra,
Plug Power and BP say proj-
ects should count as green if
they use fossil-fuel grid power
but buy renewable-energy
credits that match their annual
usage. Otherwise, they argue,
hydrogen projects won t be vi-
able in much of the U.S.
Constellation, the largest
U.S. nuclear-plant operator, is

Annual projected global
hydrogen production by
production type

million metric tons

Renewable
electricity

M Natural gas
with carbon
capture

arguing for looser rules allow-
ing existing clean-power proj-
ects to be used to make hydro-
gen. Restrictive rules would
halt the company s plans to in-
vest nearly $1 billion in nu-
clear-powered hydrogen, a
spokesman said.

Opponents including Air
Products, which has plans for
green hydrogen facilities that
run on new renewable power
in states such as Texas want
stricter rules requiring new
clean-energy  developments
and electricity-matching based
on hourly demand. Those rules
would likely deny some com-
petitors the tax credits.

Scott Patterson
contributed to this article.

In Food Deserts, Cities Look to Take Over Grocery Stores

By JOE BARRETT

ERIE, Kan. As Chicago
studies whether to become the
first big city to open a munici-
pally owned grocery store, it
will be looking to places like
this city of 1,000 people for
tips on how to do it.

At the moment, things
arent going especially well.
Erie Market, which the city
took over in 2021, is losing
money almost every month
amid stiff competition from a
Walmart 15 miles away and a
Dollar General across the
street. The store has slashed
prices, cleared the shelves of
expired items and put in a
salad bar to try to bring more
people through the door.

But leaders aren t giving up.

Without a grocery store,
what are we going to do? It
would kill this small town and
its hard enough to keep it
alive as it is, said Erie City
Council member Jason Thomp-
son, a Republican who owns a
trash-hauling business.

Erie is among a handful of
cities across the U.S. that have
taken over or started up gro-
cery stores as a way to stave
off decline and make it easier
for residents to get access to
fresh foods. All of them are
small, but that could soon
change.

Last month, Chicago, popu-
lation 2.7 million, launched a
study on the feasibility of
opening a municipally owned
grocer to get more fresh foods
and spur economic develop-
ment in a number of mostly
low-income neighborhoods.

LeNoir Rowland, a retired schoolteac

Chicago, which has lost six
groceries on its South and
West sides in the past two
years alone, aims to take ad-
vantage of a new $20 million
state fund designed to address
what are known as food des-
erts across lllinois. Studies
show that lack of access to
fresh foods can have big im-
pacts on health outcomes and
rob neighborhoods and entire
towns of economic vitality.

The departing stores in
Chicago have cited poor mar-
gins and crime among rea-

A 4
her,
sons they have pulled out.
Ameya Pawar, a former Chi-
cago City Council member and
now senior adviser at Eco-
nomic Security Project, a lib-
eral nonprofit that supports
things like a guaranteed in-
come, says cities have long run
complicated businesses like
airports and just because pri-
vate companies have given up
on some parts of the city
doesn t mean the city govern-
ment should too.
Communities and people in
those communities deserve to

SR
ie, Kan., has

survive and thrive. And, you
know, that might mean accept-
ing an operating loss for a gro-
cery store, said Pawar, whose
group will be working with the
city on the economic feasibility
study, including a planned trip
to places like Erie to see how
things work.

A grocery store is a high-
volume, low-margin business.
We understand that, but it
isnt rocket science, Pawar
said.

A fully city-run store like
the one in Erie is only one op-

7

run since 2021.

P

tion the study will look at, said
Umi Grigsby, Chicago Mayor
Brandon Johnsons chief of
policy. The city could also
partner with local nonprofits
or private grocers, and solu-
tions could look different in
different parts of the city. The
goal for us is how the city can
fulfill unfilled promises in un-
derserved neighborhoods, she
said.

When Erie took over its gro-
cery store in 2021, things went
fairly well for the first year,
said Jamie Janssen, Erie s city

JOE BARRETT/THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

clerk. The store made a profit
for five of the first 12 months
and lost only $18,000.

But some of the initial en-
thusiasm for the store, which
residents had supported in a
poll, started to wane, and as
Covid-19 eased, more people
started shopping again at the
Walmart in Parsons, about 15
miles away. Erie Market lost
$132,000 in 2022, with only
one profitable month. The
store, across the street from a
Dollar General, also failed to
capitalize on its fresh vegeta-
bles and meats, letting those
sections start to look drab and
some merchandise go out of
date, Janssen said. The losses
have continued this year.

In July, Erie Market s man-
ager retired, and Janssen vol-
unteered to take over.

Janssen said the goal is to
narrow losses to under
$100,000 this year out of the
city s total budget of $6 mil-
lion and keep improving from
there.

Meantime, customers like
LeNoir Rowland, an 85-year-
old retired local teacher, do
their regular shopping at the
store and go to the Walmart
only for things like toilet pa-
per. She stopped in recently
for fresh meat, strawberries, a
bagged salad, milk, a pumpkin
and vanilla ice cream, which
she shares with her dog, Max.

| think it can be very suc-
cessful, she said. Right now
its kind of a stocking problem,
but it takes time.

Food-price promotions are
Bl

As Montana Goes Red,

BY ELIzA COLLINS
AND PAUL OVERBERG

KALISPELL, Mont. This
states rightward shift will
make it difficult for Democratic
Sen. Jon Tester to win a fourth
term next year. Montanans
have voted every other Demo-
crat out of statewide office and
decisively backed Donald
Trump in the past two presi-
dential races.

Yet residents share a bipar-
tisan frustration that may be
Tester s best hope for clinching
another term. They are fed up
with  moneyed outsiders
streaming into the state and
blame them for driving up
prices, taking land and eroding
Montanas rugged culture.

Tester, 67, who has narrowly
won three elections and votes
most of the time with Demo-
crats in Washington, is center-
ing his re-election bid on his
identity as a third-generation
Montanan. He still farms
wheat, peas, barley and hay on

land that his grandparents
homesteaded in 1912, near Big
Sandy, which has less than 600
people. His leading Republican
opponent, Tim Sheehy, is a
wealthy Minnesota native who
owns an aerial firefighting
company and moved to Mon-
tana after serving as a Navy
SEAL.

Tester s race is critical for
Democrats to have any chance
of holding on to the U.S. Sen-
ate, where they have a 51-49
majority but are defending far
more competitive seats than
Republicans. GOP campaign of-
ficials see Montana as one of
their most promising potential
pickups, along with West Vir-
ginia and Ohio, all states
Trump won in 2020.

In dozens of interviews
across the state, voters said
they are more worried about
local issues land development,
agriculture, energy and Native
American priorities than the
national political concerns that
are expected to shape other

Democratic

Sen. Jon Tester

competitive Senate contests.
Tester s appeal as a native
Montanan speaks to the wave
of pandemic migration that has
helped Montana s growth out-
pace the rest of the U.S. The
state of 1.1 million people
picked up a net of 24,000 peo-
ple from other states in
2021-22, according to the Cen-
sus Bureaus American Com-
munity Survey, giving it a mi-

Senator Taps Into His Local Roots

gration growth rate that
exceeded that of Florida, a
magnet for pandemic reloca-
tions.

House prices in Montana
have risen more than 42% since
before the pandemic, which is
above the U.S. average, accord-
ing to an analysis by Real-
tor.com. Bozeman, once a ranch
town where residents wore
dirty jeans and cowboy boots,
is now filled with trendy eater-
ies and national chains, includ-
ing Lululemon, the purveyor of
$100-plus leggings. In Flathead
County, some families are sell-
ing cabins because they can no
longer afford rising property
taxes as wealthy outsiders
snatch up lakefront property.
In Missoula, surging housing
costs have forced some people
onto the streets.

Montana needs protecting
as more and more people move
here, said Ben Eisinger, 48, a
self-identified Republican and
the owner of a fly-fishing shop
in Kalispell, a city outside Gla-

cier National Park that has
grown substantially. Eisinger
said he will vote for Tester be-
cause the incumbent is focused
on protecting public lands.

Montana has long been Re-
publican-leaning, but it has
seen an erosion of Democratic
power since Tester was last
elected in 2018, when he won
by 3.5 percentage points. In the
2020 race for Montanas other
Senate seat, the states two-
term Democratic governor lost
to incumbent Sen. Steve
Daines, a Republican, by 10
percentage points. Trump won
handily in 2016 and 2020.

Montana doesnt register
voters by party affiliation so
it s difficult to determine which
party is benefiting most from
new residents. The Senate Re-
publican  campaign  arm
matched new Montana voters
with their party affiliation in
their previous state and said
Republicans have a clear edge
among these transplants.

One sign of a GOP advantage

is that the state s rapid growth
has brought mostly white resi-
dents, a demographic that fa-
vors Republicans.

Democrats could be helped
by a large and growing share of
college graduates in the state.

Interviews with voters here
indicate that the candidate who
is able to convince voters they
can help protect their way of
life is most likely to win.

Carrie Rabel, 64, a retiree
from Manhattan, Mont., a town
outside Bozeman, said the
states resources were being
strained because of the growth.
She is worried about affordable
housing, lack of infrastructure
and protections for small farm-
ers. We re not made to have
this many people, she said.

Not everyone sees growth as
a negative. Bill Leininger, 62,
who sells houses in Flathead
County, said new residents are
moving to Montana because
they are attracted to the way of
life, not because they want to
change it.



A4 | Monday, October 23, 2023

PWILCI01®12HTGKRFAMI2345¢67288901 XX

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

U.S. NEWS

New Crop of S

Nine Republicans
seek job after two
earlier picks failed
to win a majority

BY KATY STECH FEREK

WASHINGTON Out of
many, House Republicans are
hoping for one.

GOP lawmakers heading into
another week without a speaker
will try to overcome deep divi-
sions long enough to unify be-
hind a new candidate, after col-
leagues soured on conservative
firebrand Rep. Jim Jordan (R.,
Ohio) following a string of un-
successful floor votes.

With the race now rebooted,
nine Republican lawmakers are
angling for the speaker job,
jumping into the race before a
Sunday deadline.

Rep. Tom Emmer (R,
Minn.), who serves as the
House s majority whip, has an-
nounced a run. He already

locked up an endorsement <

from former Speaker Kevin
McCarthy (R., Calif.), who re-
mains a popular and influential
party member despite his ejec-
tion from the speakership on
Oct. 3. Other candidates in-
clude Kevin Hern of Oklahoma,
who leads the conservative Re-
publican Study Committee
group, Byron Donalds of Flor-
ida, a political newcomer with
ties to former President Donald
Trump, and longtime lawmaker
Pete Sessions of Texas.
McCarthy s departure froze
the House s legislative opera-
tions, preventing lawmakers
from taking steps to confront
key issues such as negotiating
an agreement to extend federal
funding beyond its Nov. 17 ex-
piration date and considering

RON SCHWARTZ/XINHUA/ZUMA PRESS

The House last week

assistance for Israel or Ukraine.

| just know this is not a
time to play games, McCarthy
said on Sunday on NBC. This
is embarrassing for the Repub-
lican Party, its embarrassing
for the nation, and we need to
look at one another and solve
the problem.

Candidates are expected to
pitch their colleagues at a fo-
rum on Monday evening ahead
of an internal vote to designate
a new Republican speaker
nominee as soon as Tuesday
morning.

On Monday, we should
come in and say, Lets clean
the slate, Rep. Don Bacon (R.,
Neb.) said on Friday after Jor-

dan dropped out. We debate.
You get it down to two candi-
dates. Whoever has the major-
ity, you get behind them and
support them.

House lawmakers left Wash-
ington on Friday evening after
112 Republicans a majority of
the chamber s GOP members
said in a secret ballot vote that
Jordan shouldn t remain the
party s nominee for speaker.
The private vote followed one
on the House floor where Jor-
dan received 194 votes from
Republicans but saw 25 defect,
failing for a third time in a
week to get the majority
needed to win the gavel.

The long list of speaker can-

didates provides a new set of
challenges for Republicans,
whose fractures, coupled with
a narrow 221-212 majority, are
prone to generating groups of
holdouts who may decline to
back their nominee on the
House floor. McCarthy, Jordan
and prior nominee Rep. Steve
Scalise of Louisiana each had
pockets of the Republican con-
ference that refused to back
them.

Rep. Mike Flood of Nebraska
is circulating a unity pledge,
which lawmakers can sign say-
ing that they promise to back
the party s speaker designee in
a House floor vote.

Getting a majority is obvi-

ously going to be very diffi-
cult and akin to solving a Ru-
bik s Cube, Rep. Mike Turner
(R., Ohio), chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee,
said Sunday on CNN.

Emmer, 62, is the highest-
ranking speaker candidate
within Republican leadership
and is in charge of keeping
track of how the conference
votes on legislation. Before
that, he led the House Republi-
cans campaign arm during
two terms including their suc-
cessful win of the House ma-
jority in 2022.

The American people
elected us to deliver on a con-
servative agenda that secures

peaker Candidates Emerges

In the Running

Rep. Tom Emmer

(Minn.)

Rep. Kevin Hern
(Okla.)

Rep. Byron Donalds
(Fla)

Rep. Pete Sessions
(Texas)

Rep. Mike Johnson
(La)

Rep. Jack Bergman
(Mich.)

Rep. Austin Scott
(Ga)

Rep Dan Meuser
(Pa)*

Rep. Gary Palmer
(Ala)*

*According to Republican
Conference Chair Rep.
Elise Stefanik, who
announced the official
list of House GOP
candidates after the
noon Sunday deadline
to enter the race.

our border, stops reckless
spending, and holds Joe Biden
accountable, Emmer said on
social media.

Some lawmakers said they
are still supportive of a plan to
expand the authority of
Speaker Pro Tempore Patrick
McHenry (R., N.C.), who is in
charge of the chamber until a
permanent speaker takes over.

After his decision to drop
out, Jordan told reporters that
he had no regrets with how he
handled his campaign and said
it is important for the party to
unite.

Kristina Peterson
and Eliza Collins
contributed to this article.

Poll Finds More in U.S. Backing Israelis

BY AARON ZITNER
AND ANNIE LINSKEY

U.S. public opinion is rally-
ing behind Israel as it re-
sponds to the deadly attacks
on its citizens by Hamas, the
Islamist militant group, but
the American appetite for a
role in the war is limited, a
new Wall Street Journal/lIpsos
poll finds.

The poll found Americans
drawing a sharp distinction
between Hamas, which con-
trols the Gaza Strip and is
committed to the destruction
of Israel, and the Palestinian
people who live in Gaza and
the West Bank. But it also
found increased support for
Israel, compared with prior
surveys, in its decadeslong
conflicts with Palestinians.

Some 42% in the survey
said the U.S. should side with
Israel, a record dating to
2002, while 3% said the U.S.

should take the Palestinians
side. The share with favorable
views of both the Israeli peo-
ple and their government is
higher in the new survey than
in similar polls in recent
years, though young people
are much less supportive of
the longtime U.S. ally than are
older Americans.

At the same time, the sur-
vey found Americans reluctant
to become engaged in the re-
gion. Some 52% said the U.S.
shouldn t back either Israel or
the Palestinians in their long-
running conflict. Just over
half of Americans said the U.S.
has a responsibility to support
Israel in its war with Hamas.

And only 38% said the U.S.
should commit American
troops to help Israel if it is at-
tacked by its neighbors down
from 53% in 2021 and a record
low dating to 2010 in similar
polling by Ipsos for the Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs.

We re seeing a number of
Americans for whom this is a
significant moment and a mo-
ment that calls for them to
support Israel. But there is
also still a large number of
Americans who say, Its terri-
ble, but its not our problem,
said Chris Jackson, a senior
vice president at Ipsos.

Americans in the survey
felt less warmly toward Pales-
tinians than Israelis. About
half held a favorable view of
Palestinians, compared with
75% who held a favorable view
of the Israeli people. Some
41% said the U.S. has a respon-
sibility to protect Palestinian
civilians, compared with 54%
who said so of Israeli civilians.

The survey suggests that
President Biden is largely in
step with American public
opinion in offering moral sup-
port to Israel and making a
personal visit to the country
last week.

Khristopher Wells, 25, who
lives near Richmond, Va.,
watched Bidens Oval Office
address on Thursday. He feels
the president did a good job
communicating the stakes of
the conflict.

Wells, a Democrat, said the
Hamas attack had increased
his sympathy for Israel.

The Wall Street Journal/Ip-
sos survey was conducted Oct.
18-20, while Israel and Pales-
tinian groups were exchanging
blame for a deadly explosion
at a Gaza hospital. About 12%
of respondents answered the
survey after Biden s address.

The survey included 1,409
U.S. adults drawn from Ipsos s
KnowledgePanel, a large panel
created through random selec-
tion. The margin of error for
the full sample was plus-or-
minus 2.7 percentage points.

Guild faulted for lack of
statement on Gaza............

Do you think the U.S. does or doesn t have a responsibility to:

Support Israel in its war with Hamas

TOTAL 52% does

Under age 30
Ages 65+

Democrat
Republican

Push the parties in the Israel-Gaza con ict to negotiate

TOTAL 53% does

Under age 30
Ages 65+

Democrat
Republican

Work toward Palestinian statehood

TOTAL 28% does

Under age 30
Ages 65+

Democrat
Republican

Source: Wall Street Journal/Ipsos survey of 1,409 U.S. adults conducted Oct. 18 20;

margin of error: +/ 2.7 pct. pts. (full survey)
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Alrlines
Often Turn
Off Alerts

Continued fromPage One

ada said they are expanding
the use of some cockpit fea-
tures in their fleets, and United
Airlines is considering adding
another such alert.

The National Transportation
Safety Board, which takes the
lead investigating U.S. plane
crashes, has recommended the
FAA make mandatory alerts
that warn pilots of runways too
short for safe landings. That
recommendation came after
eight people died in a business-
jet crash south of Minneapolis
in 2008. The FAA later told the
safety board that Boeing, Air-
bus and other plane manufac-
turers planned to install such
alerts voluntarily, and no man-
date was needed.

Airbus said it began rolling
out its own runway overrun
protection system in 2009, ac-
tivating it automatically on
new jets. Boeing left it to air-
lines to decide whether to acti-
vate a Boeing-designed feature
or separate Honeywell-made
alerts. Many alerts aren t acti-
vated. Thats ridiculous,
NTSB chair Jennifer Homendy
said in an interview.

An FAA spokesman said:

We have achieved our unprec-
edented safety record by imple-
menting multiple layers of re-
dundant technology, processes

AIRBUS

and procedures, and we are al-
ways looking at what else we
can do.

The FAA sometimes avoids
making new rules if companies
are voluntarily addressing a
problem, partly because rule
making can take more than 18
months to resolve and face
court challenges.

Airlines, pilots and engi-
neers have differing opinions
on what cockpit features, such
as heads-up displays and mov-
ing maps, are best to help pi-
lots stay safe on runways.
Some airlines and pilots worry
alerts could become nuisance
warnings that pilots ignore.

Some airlines have pointed to
cost as a factor in not activating
the alerts, according to people
familiar with the discussions.

Honeywell said its system is
on nearly all new Boeing and
Airbus aircraft since at least
2015. The plane makers have
charged airlines about $35,000
per aircraft to activate its fea-
tures, according to Honeywell,
which has received an unspeci-
fied share of the payments.

Boeing said it stopped
charging airlines for safety-re-
lated features such as the Hon-

Airbus offers a runway overrun protection system on its jets.

eywell system in 2020.

About 20% of commercial
jets overall are now flying with
at least some of Honeywell s
systems features turned on,
Honeywell said.

Airbus, which still charges
airlines to activate certain op-
tions such as Honeywell s sys-
tem, said its own overrun-
avoidance system is activated
by default at no additional cost.

Boeing said its own overrun
warning system is available on
the 737 MAX and is under de-
velopment for its wide-body
777 and 787 models. Boeing of-
fers other optional tools to aid
pilots situational awareness.

American Airlines was the
first airline to roll out Airbus s
runway-overrun protection sys-
tem on its A320 fleet. The air-
line hasn t activated Boeing s
overrun warning on its 737
MAX fleet.

We want technology, said
Capt. Dennis Tajer, a spokes-
man for Americans pilot union,
who flies that jet.

An American spokesman
said the airline opted for a dif-
ferent technology for pilots
heads-up displays that was
available for all its 737s, not

just newer MAX models, to
achieve the same goal.

Airbus and Honeywell said
they are working on other
alerts, including one that could
warn pilots of impending colli-
sions on the ground.

The systems arent pana-
ceas: In June 2022, before a
Boeing 757 cargo plane oper-
ated by FedEx landed in Tulsa,
Okla., pilots didnt acknowl-
edge one of the Honeywell sys-
tem s alerts, according to the
NTSB. After they incorrectly
landed on a short runway, the
system prompted the crew to
brake hard. There were no in-
juries. FedEx said all its air-
craft are outfitted with the
Honeywell system.

In 2017, an Air Canada jet
nearly landed on a taxiway at
San Francisco s airport, where
four planes with some 1,000
passengers were lined up. The
NTSB found that Honeywell s
system, had it been installed
and activated on the Air Can-
ada jet, might have alerted its
pilots well before they nearly
crashed into the other planes.

The following vyear, the
NTSB called on the FAA to
mandate a system that would
alert pilots they were about to
land on the wrong runway or
on a taxiway.

Its 2023, six years later,
the NTSBs Homendy said.
They haven t taken action.

The FAA spokesman said the
agency has rolled out ground-
based safety systems at air-
ports and is taking other steps.
Air Canada said it is working to
activate Honeywell alerts on
compatible aircraft in its fleet
by mid-2025.
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Oklahoma Law Makes Teachers
Leery of Assigning Some Books

By ADOLFO FLORES

Three years ago, Oklahoma
teacher Debra Thoreson re-
quested copies of a book about
the century-old murders of
Osage people that took place
about an hour from where her
school is now.

But she changed her plan to
assign the book, Killers of the
Flower Moon: The Osage Mur-
ders and the Birth of the FBI,
to her high-school English stu-
dents after passage of a state
law that she feared could en-
danger her license and her
school s accreditation.

The 2021 law, one of several
passed by states in recent
years that placed greater curbs
on classroom content, bars
teaching students that they

should feel psychological dis-
tress on account of their race
or gender or be held respon-
sible for past actions by mem-
bers of their race or gender.

In recent days, the law has
come under specific fire in ad-
vance of the release of Martin
Scorsese s film Killers of the
Flower Moon, which hit the-
aters nationwide on Friday and
is based on the book by David
Grann that Thoreson wanted
to use in her classroom.

Supporters of the law,
known as HB 1775, say it pro-
hibits teachers from intention-
ally trying to make students
feel anxiety or guilt, but
doesnt prevent educators
from teaching history such as
that depicted in the film.

Critics of HB 1775, however,
have said it is too vague and
has resulted in a chilling ef-
fect on teachers. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and
other organizations filed a
lawsuit in 2021 on behalf of
students and teachers chal-
lenging the law, arguing it was
unconstitutional under the
First and Fourteenth amend-
ments. The lawsuit is pending.

I T
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Henry Roan was a victim.

The movie depicts the story
of the murders of Osage peo-
ple, which primarily took
place in the 1920s, as part of a
conspiracy to seize oil wealth
from tribal members. Non-
Osage men married into Osage
families to gain their rights to
oil royalties; Osage family
members were then killed so
whites could inherit the
rights. The murder cases
marked the first major crimi-
nal investigation conducted by
what became the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

The movie was filmed in
Oklahoma and was a big boost
for the state, which has been
promoting the film. It brought
in more than $127 million in
revenue to the state and cre-
ated about 470 crew opportu-
nities for locals, according to
Oklahoma s film office.

Former Osage Nation Prin-
cipal Chief James Gray, a de-
scendant of a man killed dur-
ing what is known as the

reign of terror depicted in
the movie, said the law dis-
courages educators such as
Thoreson from teaching on is-
sues involving race.

If we re out here promot-
ing this to an international
audience and yet the contents
of this film are not fit to be
taught in public schools, we
have a problem, Gray said.

Thoreson said teachers
can t engage students if stu-
dents don t get a little, as the
House bill says, discomforted.
We would be making connec-
tions that might make people
feel uncomfortable about gen-
der or race.

Ryan Walters, Oklahomas
superintendent of public in-
struction, said the law is crys-
tal clear. Don t indoctrinate!
Teachers should not tell kids
they re racist, he said.

Teachers found to have run
afoul of the law could lose their

teaching licenses, and their
schools could face accreditation
penalties. Two Oklahoma school
districts have had their accredi-
tation statuses downgraded.
Thoreson, who teaches in
the small town of Dewey, said
her fears were confirmed when
the Tulsa school district had its
accreditation downgraded in
2022 after an allegation by a
high-school teacher that a
training video shamed white
people for past offenses in his-
tory, and state[d] that all are
implicitly racially biased by na-

ture. State education officials
said they found no evidence to
support the claim but that com-
ments during the training were

more likely than not based on
concepts prohibited by the law.

The lawsuit against HB
1775 includes teachers and
principals who say the law has
forced them to change their
approach to education.

Last year, the Inter-Tribal
Council of the Five Civilized
Tribes passed a resolution
urging the Oklahoma Legisla-
ture to repeal HB 1775.

Rep. Kevin West, the Re-
publican lawmaker who intro-
duced the bill, said the law
doesn t prohibit the teaching
of topics that are aligned with
the Oklahoma Academic Stan-
dards, which require that top-
ics such as slavery, tribal rela-
tions and the civil-rights
movement be taught.

For Gray, whose great-
grandfather Henry Roan was
one of the victims of the
Osage killings, the law means
the possible loss of Native
American history.

MELINDA SUE‘ GORDON/APPLE TV+/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lily Gladstone, left, and Leonardo DiCaprio star in the
Oklahoma-filmed movie about the murders of Osage people.
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Northern Israel Prepares for Wider Conflict

Border clashes with
Hezbollah raise fears
of second war front
involving Lebanon

BY SUNE ENGEL RASMUSSEN

KIRYAT SHMONA, Israel
The streets of this northern Is-
raeli town 2 miles from the
Lebanese border were deserted.
Shopping centers, falafel shops
and convenience stores were all
closed. Explosions boomed
from the hills to the west, fol-
lowed by plumes of smoke.

Israeli authorities on Friday
announced the evacuation of
Kiryat Shmona, home to some
22,000 people, as the country
prepares for the possibility of a
two-front war: battling Hamas
in the Gaza Strip to the south
as well as its Islamist ally Hez-
bollah in Lebanon to the north.
On Sunday, 14 more northern
Israeli villages were evacuated.

Since the Oct. 7 assault on
Israel by Hamas militants, in
which 1,400 people were killed
and around 200 were Kkid-
napped, Israeli forces and
Hezbollah have exchanged
sporadic fire along this tense
frontier. Hezbollah has said it
is ready to intervene more
forcefully if Israel carries out
a ground invasion of Gaza.

Like Hamas, Hezbollah is
backed by Iran, which for
years has supplied it with
weapons, including guided
missiles, antitank weapons and
man-portable air-defense sys-
tems, military analysts said,
making it a dangerous adver-
sary. Hezbollah can mobilize
an estimated 30,000 fighters.

Israel s military has moved
reinforcements, including tank

units and infantry, to the
north. Soldiers manned a
checkpoint preventing civilians
from traveling out of Kiryat
Shmona toward the Lebanese
border. Lines of armored vehi-
cles were waiting to fuel up.

Israel s defense minister,
Yoav Gallant, has threatened
to return Lebanon to the
Stone Age if Hezbollah esca-
lates the conflict.

Qassem Kassir, a political
analyst close to Hezbollah,
said the group was already in
a battle with Israel that could
escalate depending on how
the situation in Gaza evolved.

The looming conflict

Lebanon border, where towns on both sides have been evacuated.

threatens to shatter the rela-
tive peace that communities
in northern Israel and south-
ern Lebanon have enjoyed
since 2006, when Israel and
Hezbollah faced off in a war
that cost around 1,500 lives,
the majority Lebanese.

A major widening of hostil-
ities would risk a broader re-
gional conflict that could draw
in lran as well as the U.S,,
which has moved two aircraft-
carrier battle groups into the
eastern Mediterranean Sea.

Many of Kiryat Shmonas
22,000 civilians were prepar-
ing to move into government
guesthouses as far south as

Tel Aviv. Some said they would
stay behind to feed soldiers
and coordinate the evacuation.

We have a solid, robust,
truly Zionist population that
chose to live on a border un-
derstanding fully well that we
are the human shield of this
country, said Avihay Shtern,
the town s mayor, wearing a
flak jacket as a drone buzzed
overhead.

The walls of the municipal
building are pockmarked by
shelling from 25 years ago
that killed two civilians.

Local officials fielded phone
calls from residents unsure of
the next steps. | dont have

: =
L

answers right now, | don t have
any answers, council member
Aviva Zrihan Weitzman told a
caller asking how the evacua-
tion would take place.

In a nearby kibbutz, HaGo-
shrim, residents were hunker-
ing down. A dozen women
spent the morning cooking
food to be distributed to 500
soldiers on the front line. The
commune was secured by
gates but largely unarmed, and
residents called on authorities
to distribute weapons.

We know the situation if
Hezbollah decides to enter the
war will be worse than what
happened in the south, said 71-

ATEF SAFADI/EPA/SHUTTERSTOCK

year-old resident Yossi Baruch.

For HaGoshrims residents,
the Oct. 7 Hamas attack
brought home a particular kind
of horror. When we grew up,
we used to have weapons, said
Mati Ashkenazi, 54. But in the
last decade, the government has
preferred to give weapons to
settlers rather than kibbutzim.

I know it isnt a popular
opinion, but I m also sorry for
the people in Gaza, he said.

Many lIsraelis don t think we
need to kill everyone and de-
stroy everything. But now,
many people are full of re-
venge.

On the other side of the
border, Lebanese civilians also
fretted about the possibility of
the conflict spilling over. A
number of villages have
largely emptied out. In the
days after Israel attacked
Gaza, the highway leading
north toward Beirut was
clogged with cars.

I won t risk losing my fam-
ily if things get out of con-
trol, said a resident of the
Lebanese border town of Aita
Al-Shaab who fled north. We
don t have the luxury of time
since we are on the front line,
and our village was heavily
targeted during the 2006 war.
This time, everything indicates
that the scale of destruction
and intensity will be greater.

Adam Chamseddine in
Beirut and Ari Flanzraich
in Kiryat Shmona
contributed to this article.
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Israeli Forces Aim to Hunt Down Hamas s Gaza Chief

BY Rory JONES
AND SUMMER SAID

During two decades in Is-
raeli prison, Yahya Sinwar
learned Hebrew fluently and
devoured local newspapers
and television. Now, the most
senior Hamas leader in Gaza is
using that knowledge to fight
a war against Israel.

Israel has accused Sinwar,
alongside the commander of
Hamas s military wing, Mo-
hammed Deif, of coordinating
the brutal Oct. 7 attacks that
killed 1,400 Israelis, including
1,000 civilians. Hamas has
taken about 200 people to
Gaza as hostages.

The Israeli military says it
is hunting him down as it tar-
gets senior Hamas officials in
the Palestinian enclave. Israeli
officials believe he is likely
hiding in the labyrinth of tun-
nels used by Hamas militants
in Gaza. This month, Israeli

Yahya Sinwar, seen in 2017, has been silent since the attacks.

military spokesman Lt. Col.
Richard Hecht called Sinwar a
dead man walking.

| do believe that Deif com-
mitted the plan but the real
mind, the brain of this attack
was mainly Yahya Sinwar,
said Michael Milshtein, a for-
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mer intelligence officer for
Palestinian affairs in the Is-
raeli army. He really under-
stands how the Israelis will
behave, and how they think,
and how they will respond.
As Hamas leader in Gaza,
Sinwar is part of a complex

B/AGENCE FRANCE PRE!

and secretive Hamas leader-
ship structure that includes its
military wing and a political
arm. In all, there are roughly
15 people at any one time in
the senior political leadership,
which determines the direction
of Hamas via consensus, said
the European Council on For-

4 eign Relations, a think tank.

| think the tragic events
over the last week and
Hamas s brutal use of vio-
lence reflects the dominance
of the military movement over

£ Hamas in a way that we ha-
< ven t seen before, said Hugh
S Lovatt, a fellow at the ECFR.

Ismail Haniyeh, who led the
group successfully in elections
in 2006 for a legislature that
fell apart, heads Hamas s coun-
cil of leaders from Doha and
helps manage its relationship
with Gulf benefactor Qatar.

Another official, Saleh al-
Arouri, is the deputy political
chief based in Beirut, where

he helps oversee Hamas s rela-
tionship with Hezbollah and
Iran as well as the group s op-
erations in the West Bank.
For a time, Western officials
considered whether the group
was possibly moderating its po-
sition on Israel. In 2017, Hamas
updated its charter of principles
to indicate that it would be will-
ing to recognize the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state in
Gaza and the West Bank terri-
tories Israel captured in 1967
rather than the entirety of his-
toric Palestine. Some viewed the
move as effective recognition of
Israel. Hamass original 1988
charter vowed to destroy Israel.
But after the revised char-
ter did little to alter the inter-
national community s hostile
view of Hamas the U.S. has
designated the organization a
terror group Sinwar was
elected leader in Gaza in 2017.
It was a sign of the more
militant turn Hamas was tak-

ing. Israeli security officials
consider Sinwar one of the
more hawkish members of
Hamas and a bridge between
the political leadership and
the militant wing, the 1zz ad-
Din al-Qassam Brigades, led by
Deif.

Deif hasnt been seen in
public for years but issued a
statement as the Oct. 7 attacks
unfolded, saying his army had
launched an operation in re-
sponse to Israel s occupation of
Palestinian lands. Sinwar, who
has a graying beard and is of-
ten pictured scowling, has
been silent since the attacks.

Hamas spokespeople didn t
respond to comment requests.

Akram Attallah, a Palestin-
ian journalist from Gaza who
has met Sinwar several times,
said the attack on Israel sug-
gests the group is using more
violent methods to build pos-
sible leverage for any future
negotiations.

Bombing
Campaign
Intensifies

Continued fromPage One

aimed at preparing for a
ground operation and to gather
information about hostages
that Hamas took during its at-
tack on Oct. 7, Israeli military
spokesman Daniel Hagari said
Sunday. Hamas s armed wing
said on its Telegram channel
that Israeli soldiers were am-
bushed in southern Gaza. Nei-
ther side said whether Hamas
was involved in the clash.

The Israeli military also said
that as an lIsraeli tank fired
back at what it called a terror-
ist cell, it accidentally hit an
Egyptian post near a border
crossing. A spokesman for the
Egyptian military said an Egyp-
tian watchtower was hit with
shrapnel from an Israeli tank,
resulting in minor injuries to
some of its border watchmen.
He said Israel said the firing
was unintentional and apolo-
gized to the Egyptian side.

On Sunday night, a convoy
of 14 trucks from Egypt deliv-
ered food, water and medicine
into Gaza, in the second deliv-
ery since the war started, ac-
cording to the United Nations
agency for Palestinian refu-
gees and the Israeli army. On
Saturday, 20 trucks filled with
medical supplies, as well as
some food and bottled water,
crossed into Gaza.
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A truck carrying humanitarian

Hagari said the Israeli mili-
tary continues to urge Gazans
to move south from the north-
ern part of the strip, where Is-
rael is increasing its bombing
campaign ahead of the ex-
pected ground assault. Israel
has also struck the southern
part of the strip in recent
days, including a residential
building in the Rafah area,
killing 16 people, according to
the United Nations.

Israel hasnt said when it
would carry out a ground op-
eration in Gaza with the aim
of taking out Hamas, or how
long its airstrike campaign in
the strip would last.

This should be our last
maneuvering operation in
Gaza, for the simple reason
that afterwards there will be
no more Hamas, Minister of
Defense Yoav Gallant of Israel
said on Sunday. It may take a
month, two or three.

The strike in Jenin was one
of few airstrikes since 2006 in

3

aid at the Rafa borde crossing.

¥

the West Bank, where the Is-
raeli military has recently
tended to rely on ground troops
to conduct raids, which have
escalated in the past few years.
About 90 Palestinians have
been killed in the West Bank
since Hamas s Oct. 7 attacks
on lIsrael, with two people
killed in the Jenin airstrike,
the Palestinian Authority s of-
ficial news agency reported.
The Israeli military said it has
arrested more than 450 Hamas
operatives in the West Bank.
Meanwhile, skirmishes be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah, an
Iran-backed ally of Hamas,
along the Israel-Lebanon border
have displaced thousands of
residents on both sides. The U.S.
designates Hamas and Hezbol-
lah as terrorist organizations.
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel met with
soldiers on the Lebanon border.
I cannot tell you right now if
Hezbollah will decide to fully
enter the war, Netanyahu said,

MOHAMMED ASSAD/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

according to a statement from
his office. If Hezbollah decides
to enter the war it will be
making the mistake of its life.

Eylon Levy, a spokesman for
the prime ministers office,
said more than 200,000 Israe-
lis across the country have had
to leave their homes. About
half were ordered to evacuate
by authorities, while others left
of their own accord, he said.

A limited amount of human-
itarian aid reached the Gaza
Strip over the weekend for the
first time since Hamas s Oct. 7
attack and the ensuing Israeli
bombardment of the enclave.

Humanitarian agencies
warned that the aid deliveries
fell far short of what is
needed to sustain Gaza s more
than two million residents,
about 1.4 million of whom
have been displaced from
their homes in the current
war, the U.N. said.

Fuel hasn t been included in
the convoys. A U.N. agency fo-
cused on humanitarian relief
for Palestinian refugees said it
would run out of fuel in three
days, hindering its response.

Hamas fighters killed more
than 1,400 people in Israel, and
citizens of more than 40 coun-
tries were killed or disap-
peared during the attacks two
weeks ago, the Israeli Foreign
Ministry said. The Hamas-run
Gaza Health Ministry said on
Sunday that 4,651 Palestinians,
including 1,873 children, have
been killed in Gaza, though
U.S. officials and some experts
have disputed that total.

Anas Baba, Summer Said
and Shoshanna Solomon
contributed to this article.
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Steep Cost Looms
For Taking Gaza

By YAROSLAV TROFIMOV

DUBAI As lsrael plans a
ground operation in Gaza, aim-
ing to eradicate Hamas, recent
history elsewhere suggests
that the goal can be achieved
but only at a tremendous cost,
to Israeli troops and much
more so, to Palestinian civil-
ians caught in the middle.

Urban warfare naturally fa-
vors the defenders. Close-
quarters combat also usually
reduces the advantages of the
technologically more advanced
side, something that would
partially offset Israel s formi-
dable military edge.

And yet, over the past sev-
eral years, major cities were
taken and the forces defend-
ing them destroyed or cap-
tured. The most relevant ex-

ical center turned into rubble.
Time is one commodity that
Israel likely won t have, as the
global attention on Gaza fuels
political pressure for a cease-
fire and as its call-up of more
than 300,000 reservists dam-
ages the economy. The mili-
tary paradox here is that, the
faster Israel is forced to oper-
ate, the more it would have to
use to brute force, increasing
the civilian toll and the dam-
age to Gazas infrastructure,
said Michael Knights, an ex-
pert at the Washington Insti-
tute for Near East Policy who
has extensively researched the
campaign against Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria.
When someone puts an ar-
tificial pace on the operation,
as we had in Mosul to some
extent, and says Faster, faster,

ample  often get it done,
raised in Israel that s when
is the U.S.-led : : bat
::Sampilign ?n Time I_S one gggglera(;\(:;niﬁ-
I2016-17 to seiée Commodrty that ;I]ude t_Ieve.lting
rags second- . e entire city,

largest city of Israel I|ke|y Knights said. If
Mosul from Is- H | was the Israe-
lamic State. Its WOI'? t ha\_/e Inan lis, 1d be telling
population at Invasion. the interna-

the time was
similar to the
Gaza Strips 2.1
million inhabitants.

If Israel does what it says it
wants to do toppling Hamas
and destroying Hamas military
capabilities we are talking
about a Mosul all over the Gaza
Strip, said Michael Horowitz,
head of intelligence at the Le
Beck risk-management consult-
ing firm. And it means really
extensive civilian casualties
and really extensive damage.

The battle of Mosul, which
lasted 277 days, was indeed a
bloody, drawn-out campaign,
its true toll never fully ac-
knowledged. An Associated
Press investigation, based on
cemetery records and data
compiled by nongovernment
organizations, found that be-
tween 9,000 and 11,000 civil-
ians had been killed in Mosul.
Much of the Iraqi city s histor-

tional commu-
nity: Give us
180 days and
we Il be doing it with less ca-
sualties. If you make us try to
do it in 30 days, its on you.
Ret. U.S. Army Col. Joel Ray-
burn, a former strategic intelli-
gence adviser to U.S. Central
Command who served as U.S.
Special Envoy for Syria in
2018-21, said he had little doubt
that the Israel Defense Forces
will be able to achieve its ob-
jectives in Gaza and, in some
ways, faces an easier fight than
the coalition in Mosul.

Its a foregone conclusion.
Hamas will be tactically de-
feated in Gaza, they cannot de-
fend Gaza in a sustainable way;,
he said. Militarily, Gaza is like
an island. There cannot be an
effective defense of Gaza be-
cause Hamas has no way to re-
supply itself and no rear area to
support front-line operations.

Hostages
Complicate
Invasion

Continued from Page One
avoid widening the war.

We have nothing strategi-
cally to gain from a long-term
war that could last a year in
Gaza, said Shimrit Meir, a top
foreign-policy official in the
previous Israeli government.

We have a strategic gain that
we can achieve in an opera-
tion in the north, which is dis-
mantling some of Hezbollah s
missile  capabilities  that
threaten us directly.

Israel has called up about
360,000 military reservists,
one of the largest mobiliza-
tions in its history, in prepara-
tion for the war s next phase
in Gaza. Israeli officials said
the ground offensive will tar-
get Hamas fighters and lead-
ership who use an extensive
network of tunnels and forti-
fied bunkers to elude Israeli
drones and warplanes.

We will operate at a time,
place and manner that we
choose, and it will be based on
our operational interests,
said Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, a
spokesman for the Israeli mili-
tary, referring to the planned
Gaza ground operation.

When Israel last sent
troops into the narrow streets
of Gaza City in 2014, militants
unleashed a devastating bar-
rage of automatic gunfire, an-
titank missiles and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, killing 13
Israeli soldiers in a two-day
battle. This time will be differ-
ent, Israeli commanders said,
because its air attacks are de-
stroying Hamas s defenses be-
fore troops, tanks and ar-
mored vehicles go in and
because Israeli leaders are
prepared to accept more casu-
alties to destroy Hamas.

Most of their capability on
the northern side [of Gaza] has
been hit, and they re trying to
reuse some of it and we re hit-
ting them again, a senior Is-
raeli officer said on Saturday.
Once the ground attack begins,
he said, You will see more of
a supporting role by the Is-
raeli air force as it provides
cover to infantry and armor
units moving into Gaza.
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Kyiv s Slow Advance Poses Test

By JAMES MARSON
AND IEVGENIIA SIVORKA

When Ukrainian armored
vehicles breached the main
Russian defensive line in
southeastern Ukraine in Sep-
tember, it raised hopes for a
decisive breakthrough.

It hasn t happened. Instead,
nearly five months into the
counteroffensive, Ukrainian
infantry are still toiling for-
ward in small groups along
tree lines packed with Russian
trench systems and mines
while under fire from artillery
and explosive aerial drones.

We are advancing, said
one officer serving in south-
eastern Ukraine, but it doesn t
look like a breakthrough.

Russia, meanwhile, launched
an offensive of its own this
month to try to seize the east-
ern city of Avdiivka, suggesting
Moscow thinks the Ukrainian
counteroffensive is running out
of steam. Russian forces gained
very little ground at the cost of
dozens of armored vehicles
and hundreds of troops,
Ukraine s military said.

Ukraine s failure to slice
deep into occupied territory
presents a series of political
and military challenges for
Kyiv and its Western backers,
who want to avoid a stalemate.

Ukraine will need to raise
and train more troops while at
the same time keeping pres-
sure on Russian forces to pre-
vent them from further
strengthening defensive lines.
Ukraine s supporters will have
to muster additional financial
and military support amid po-
litical headwinds in the U.S.
and a fresh conflict in the
Middle East that is demanding
attention and resources.

European diplomats say
Western governments might
be distracted and slower to re-
act to developments on the
ground in Ukraine. Israeli mili-
tary operations could also
force the U.S. and allies to di-
vert ammunition from Ukraine,
diplomats say.

President Biden has said
the U.S. can support both. In
an Oval Office address on

Ukrainian investigators examine a damaged mail depot following missile strikes in Korotych.

Thursday, he tied support for
Ukraine and Israel together,
saying the world was facing
an inflection point in history.
On Friday, Biden sent a sup-
plemental funding request to
Congress including $14 billion
for Israel and $61 billion for
Ukraine. But the Republican-
led House remains without a
speaker to shepherd the legis-
lation amid friction over con-
tinuing support to Ukraine.
In the address, Biden cited
a recent comment by Russian
President Vladimir Putin that
Ukraine wouldn t survive more
than a week if the West with-
drew its backing. But we re
not withdrawing, Biden said.
There have been positive
signs for Ukraine in recent
weeks. Ukraine for the first
time used long-range missiles
provided by the U.S. to strike
two Russian airfields, demon-
strating how they can be used
to damage Russian military
equipment and logistical hubs
well behind the front line. In the
east, Ukraine s repelling of the
offensive against Avdiivka dem-
onstrated Moscow s difficulties
in achieving even small gains.
One problem for Ukraine is

Ukraine s front line
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that slow advances give Russia
the chance to prepare new de-
fenses. Still, Ukrainian forces
recently received an injection
of fresh troops and are fight-
ing for the high ground around
the village of Novoprokopivka.
Every mile gained makes it
easier for Ukraine to strike
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Russian supply lines along the
coast of the Sea of Azov.

The closer we are to the
sea, we can reach their rear
and it wont be easy for
them, said Oleksandr So-
lonko, a Ukrainian drone oper-
ator who was deployed in the
area until recently.

People in Tel Aviv view photos of Israelis kidnapped by Hamas.

Netanyahu is facing behind-
the scenes pressure from the
U.S. and others to time the
start of the invasion to give
negotiations by Qatar and
other intermediaries on free-
ing at least some of the hos-
tages time to continue, as well
as for more humanitarian aid
to flow into Gaza for civilians
endangered by the fighting,
some analysts said.

Hamass leaders see the
hostages as their best leverage
for at least delaying the Israeli
invasion, giving it more time
to prepare its defenses or, in
the best scenario from their
perspective, for reaching a
deal with Netanyahu s govern-
ment that will include a
bombing pause and the re-
lease of thousands of Palestin-
ians, they said.

Hamas released two U.S.
citizens on Saturday, the first
of any of the captives it took
in the Oct. 7 raid on towns,
military bases in southern Is-
rael and on a huge all-night,
outdoor concert that had at-
tracted 3,000 people of many
nationalities to an open field
near the Gaza border.

Along with Israelis, citizens
of more than 40 other coun-
tries were killed or went miss-
ing during the attack, accord-
ing to Israel s foreign ministry.

Among the hundreds being
held in Gaza are dozens of Is-
raeli soldiers, including several
women, whom Hamas has made
clear it has no intention of re-
leasing without concessions
from Israel.

Even so, Israeli officials have
shown no interest in being
drawn into prisoner-exchange
talks with Hamas that would
curtail, even temporarily, its
military operation.

Unlike in the past, where

Israel went to great lengths to
bring home prisoners held by
Palestinian militants, the
shock of the Oct. 7 attack has
left Israelis supportive of a
military blow that would
crush Hamas, even at the risk
it would execute some of the
Israeli hostages or use them
as human shields, said Zohar
Palti, the former head of the
Political-Military Bureau at Is-
rael s Ministry of Defense.

I don t think this is some-
thing that should affect us,
mainly because otherwise we
will be paralyzed, said Palti, a
fellow at the Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy, a
think tank, referring to
Hamass use of hostages to
create pressure on Israel to
limit its military response.

President Biden, who vis-
ited Israel last week, has
voiced strong support for Is-
rael s military response.

The Biden administration
has moved equipment and
forces to the region at the
same time it has pressed for
steps to secure hostages re-
lease and to protect civilians
in Gaza.

U.S. officials are especially
concerned that even lIsrael s
formidable military could face
difficulties handling an inva-
sion of Gaza and a large-scale
rocket and drone attack
against its territory if Hezbol-
lah decides to enter the fray,
U.S. analysts and former mili-
tary officers said.

Israel can likely withstand a
major Hezbollah attack at the
same time it is conducting a
ground operation in Gaza, but
it might have to counter Hez-
bollah with a limited response,
rather than undertake two si-
multaneous offensive opera-
tions, some analysts said.
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